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The main objectives of collecting retail prices in urban centers are

as follows.
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To study the level of retail prices.

To assess the disparity of prioces charged at different

distribution levels in each region and between regions,

To study changes in the economy.

To provide data for national accountants and research

workers.

To prepare rectail price indicese

Scope and. coverage

This report covers prices of major agricultural and industrial groups
including food, drinks, tobaceco, housechold itemsy clothing, footwear, trans—

portation, communication, medical care, education, recreation, building mater—

jals, farm equipment, hotel sorvices (hotel bed rooms and food) and other goods

and services collected from various outlets in the twenty two urban centers.

Along the collection of retail prices of goods and services in Merkato, Kirkos,
Selassie and Plazza arcas in Addis Ababa the price of food, drinks and tobacco
are also collected from selected nine Kuropean type grooccries.

The selected urban centers arcs—
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Lddis Ababa
Agaro

Arba Minch
Asmara
Assab
Assela
Awasa
Bahir Dar
Delyre larkos
Dessie
Dilla

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21,
22,
23,

Dire Dawa
Ghimbi
Goba,
Gondar
Harar
Jimma
Mekolle
Mettu
Nazeroth
Nogole Borena
Nekemte
Shashecmene



Introduction

The Central Statistical Authority has been oollecting prices of goods
and services im Addis Ababa since March 1965(Megabit 1957 E.C.). However,
because of the increasing demand for the data, the coverage of the survey,

*
which was limited only to Addis Ababa was extended to include twenty two other
urban centers. ‘

Similar to the previous ones this report which covers the year 1989
consists of two partse Tho first part consists of tables of a&erage rotail
prioes'of goods and services while the sccond is on average prfces of hotel
servicess The first part provides monthly average fotaii prices of goods and
servioces in each of the twenty two urban ocenters for 1989(1981/32 EeCe)s annual
average retail prices in Addis Ababa from 1972 — 1989(1964/65 ~ 1981/82 E.C.)
and retall prices of food, drinks and tobacco collected from Buropean type
groceries in Addis Ababa for 1989(1981/82 E.C.). Part two of the report is
appearing for the second time and is presenting the results of average prices
of hotel services in twenty two selected urban centers. As we have mentioned
in earlier roports, the collection of these prices in urban centexe other than
Addis Ababa and Lsmara has been conducted simultancously with the retail prices
on quarterly basis since September 1979(Meskerem 1972 E.C.). However, in the
latter centers the collection began in March 1979(Megabit 1971 E.C.) and
September 1981(Meskerem 1974 E.C.), respectively. This report which ocovers the
yoar 1989(1981/82 E.C.) provides monthly average prices of hotel serviees for
twenty two urban centermand annual average price of hotel services for twenty
three urban centors from 1980 — 1989(1972/73 - 1981/82 E.C.). Annual average
price for the year 1989 is the average of 12 months while the resty except for

Addis Ababas are averages of prices for at least 2 quarters of the year.
This eighth ecdition up dates Statistical Bulletin Number 71 of September
1989, EBarlier issues on the same subjoot are Statistical Bulletin Nos. 18, 28,

32y 41y 54, 66 and Ti.

* Data for 1989 for Mckelle is not available.
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Before September 1988 in Addis Ababa, Asmara and Mekelle retaill prices were
oollected monthly, whereas in the other urban centers, because of limited
manpower and ocost consideration, the oollection was done quarterly iecey
in March, June, September and December. However, from September 1988

onwords, all prices are collected monthly.

The monthly prices of hotel services are the averages of prices cellected
from three seleoted hotels in that month and the annual average prioces
for 1989 are calculated using January to December figures.

The survey covered only middle class hotels. While every effort has been
made to select hotels of similar standard in all urban centers, minor
differences were observed during the survey. Moreover, the selected
hotels in Assab are relatively of higher standard compared to those in
the other urban centers. Thus, the prices for bedroom services in Assab
are significantly higher than in the other twenty two urban centers,

The prices of food and bedroom servioes in Asmara were collected from
restaurants and rooming houses, respectively. This is because there are
no middle class hotels that provide both servicese

The survey had becn discontinued partially in July 1989 when supervisors
and enumarators took their annual leaveo.

Metrio units have been used in collecting prices except certain items whose
units of measurements are in pieces or number. In the case of fire wood,
volume measurement has been used in all urban centers, except for Asmara,

where weight measurement has been used.

The minimum that the balance can weigh is 10 grams. Thus items which are
sold in small quantities and whose weight fall below 10 grams can not be
weighed as accurately as possible ond as a result may affect the relia~
bility of the prices of thesc itoms in some respects.

The symbol " " is used for data not available or doubtfule
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Urban Center

An urban eenter is defined as an area whioh-has a population
of at least 2,000 pcrsons and which ié normally administored by a
municipalitys  The sclectod urban cemtors satisfy at least onec of
tho following conditionss—

a) Capital of an administrative region,
b) Industrial Center. *

c) Conter for trade and commercial activitiese

3etail Price
A retail price is the moncy cost to the final purchaser of a
specified unit of salee It is inclusive of all sales and excise

taxes.

Hotels

Hotels are establishments rondering combined services of
rooming, food and drinks on a foe basis.

Restaurants

‘Restaurants are establishments selling food and drinks.

Rooming Houses

Rooming houses are establishments engaged in renting
bedrooms.



(T1I)

Method of Data Collection

. The Tetail prices of goods and services are collected from major
outlets in the selected urban centers by emmerators with the help of kitchen
balance and measurirg tape. The outlets include markets, kiosks, groceries,
butoheries, hotels, pharmacies and other service establishments where the

households purchase most of the goods and services for household econsumption
and other purposes. -

Most of retail prices of goods and servioces are collected from traders.
However, sometimes, some prices are obtained from consumers at the time of
purchase, In addition wages of domestic servants and 0001168 charges are
obtained from households. For each 1tem 2 maximum of three prloe quotations
are collected from three 1ndependent retailers on the same day. Likewirc,
prices of hotel services are obtalned by 1nterv1ew1ng the owners of the hotels
or responsible persons on the spote.

In general the prices are collected for about seventeen days beginnlng
on the 13 day of each European calondar monthe This period is seleoted in
order to facilitate comparability of dafa df other towns with that collected
in Addis Ababa. Moreover, it is assumed that expenditures of households
whose mombers earn their wages and salaries in Buropean or E'thlopia.n calandar

month are ocotvered best durlng this periode The colleotion of prices of hotel
services is completed in one day.
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Average Retail Prices of Goods snd Sarvices in Selected Urban Centers
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Table 1.1 (A) Frice in Mrr *J nnc wAnEH 1,1 /U7
Average Retail Prices Wy Urban Center
I t e o 8 Unit : X
Addis Axda Bahir Debre Dire | ®*NK4 S 0 ¢~ ag ¥ ¥
Ababa A.gm Minoh Assad 4Asselas Aspare Awssa Dar Maxs Desaie Dilla D
Foop ' ®1
Cereals Unmilled _ _ AUA 34
“Teff" white kge 1.23 - 1.00 1.50 0.94 3.06 0.81 0.76 0.65 - - 1.52 Ry 1 ne
"Teff" black (red) " 0.87 1.09 0.79 - 0.78 2.49 0.66 0.74 0,60 0.89 0.90 1.29 » % Mg
"Teff" mixed " 1,07  1.09 0.99 1.40 0.88 2.82 0.77 0.75 0.65 0,90 1.00 1,33 . wC1§ ng
Whest white " 0.92  1.38  0.88  1.50 0,57 1.30 0.60  1.07 0.53 0.77 0.84 =~ e P MAa
Barley white " 0.92  1.03  0.46 1.23  0.35 1.12 0,50 - 0.6% - 0.64 = " MNH TR /N N/
Barley mixed " 0.70 0.88  0.44 1.20 0.33 - 0.54 0,58 0.58 0,78 0.60 1.09 " oA INA
Maize " 0.52 0.80 0.47 0.95 0.33 0.97 0.59 0.48 0.50 0.59  0.43 0.74 " n $tr
Durrah " 0455 - 0.47 - 0.37 - 0,70  0.54 - 0.59 - 0.57 " HYJ4
African millet. " - 0.99 - - - 2,20 0.50 0.58 - - - - LR
Vheat mixed. " 0.80 1.15 - 1.30  0.52 - - 1.04 0.71  0.56 - 1.23 " MAACIT/
Sorghum mixed " 0.93 - 0.46 0.95 = - - - 0.49 0.71  0.61 0.97 n 200 % afn
Vhoat black n - - 0.54 - 0.53 0.73 - - - - 0.64 = . T MA
Cereals Milled AU LM
"Teff" white kge 1435 - - 1.60 - ~ - - - - - - e o A
"Tefs* black (red) " 1.03 - - - 1.48 - - - - - 1.29  1.5% " % n§
D" mixed " 1.24 - - - 1.65 - - - - - 1.34  1.61 wCIT me
Wheat white " 1.17 - - 1.30. - - - - - - - - " ‘o A4
Other wheat u - - - - 0.72 - - - = - - 0.76 L) AR /AN agIr/
taize " 0.66 0.85 0,98 - 0.69 - 0.6V - - - 0.76 0.64) " n #r .
Horse beans *a. 1,10 1,17 0.98  1.40 0,62 2.18  0.99 0.9 0.70 0,58 0.80 1.48 hr |(inen
Chick peas " 1.25 1.59 0.86 1.50 1.82 2,40 3.00 0.86 0.67  1.01 1.83  1.59{  » firne
Peas white " 1,90  1.63 1.27 - - 2,39 3.1 1413 V- - 1.00 1.50 " ‘e heC
Lentils " 1,77 2,20 143 175 115 467 233 1.63 .16 1.08 2,00 1,73 = ®AC
Haricot beans L - - 0.65 - 0.52 . - 0.43 - - - 0.62 0.76 " n2Y 14
Peas mixzed » 1.33 71,597 1.25° 1,50 0.5 = - 1.22 0.85 0.8 1,00 1.43 » Mh s NIC
hn hCn nuc Mmnd 24
ann NIC g3 DON ANA Rpms Re 40t 4oy A0 N e
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Table 1,1(2)  (oomt'a) Price in Birr *] hnc wAnei 1,174/ /e thn/ |
Average Rotail Prices by Urban Center |
Exemas Taid A4a4. Arba Behir Debre Dre | @43 30 90~ Az It f
: ] r !
ibaba Agaxo Mino} Assad issela Asmera Awses Tex Maxd Dessie Dilla 2 i
3 l
Pulses Milled or Split _ r¢r4 AC Oge hh ;
Horse beans, ailled Xe - 355 - - 2.05 2.60 = 175 247 142 400 - W |aiw A |
Chick peas, milled " - - - - - 1.39 - - - - - - " MRene AC
Poas, milled " - 4.72  4.00 - 2.07 - 3.24 - - - 5.00 2.46 » ;™ AC
Peas, eplit " 2,44  1.99 4,00 3.00 3,50 1.43 2.8} - - 298 2,50 3.0% " xiC hh
Lentils, split " 2,52 4,05 4.00 3.00 350 5.42  3.69  2.85 2.91 2,74 2.50  2.96 " eeAC hh
Mixed pulses, milled » 1.79 3.78 - - 2.95 - - 2,33 2.29 - 2,50 2.50 " MA» AC /9950w ot d/
Q1 Seedn L3t hurk
Niger seed kg. 1.40 193 2,78 = 3.61 2445 - 1,25 0.90  2.11 - 237 hr |Iwm
Lin seed white " .25 191 75 - - 225 - - - - - 2.1 » o A0
Seasme sesd " 2,25 1,60 1.41 - 1.89 - - - - - - 2.41 Ny
Sunflover ] 1,50 1,70 - - 1,44 - 1.96  1.19 - - 2.83  1.94 " ns
Castor beans " - - 0.91 - - 1.69  3.18 - - - 1.08  1.51 " S T
Groundnut, shelled " 3,75 11.67 - - 2.89 .42 - - - - 6.66 1.93 " NEYL/RANLA /
Rape seed " 1.07  1.29 0,98 2.00 1.13 1.60 1.22 0.8  0.95 1.97 2,17 1.40 " Y HC
Linseed black " .43 179 .75 1.50 0,88 - 2.25 0.7 0.79  1.64  2.73 2.24 " PV 1)
Vegstables C_Avhar
Bthiopisn kale Xee .11 038 022 0.62 0.2 1.4 029 0.45  0.24 0.6 0.24 0.78| he  [eAn ey
Cabdasge b 1.14 1.42 0.70 1.00 [ 08 ] 0.98 1.13 1.46 Q.35 0.T4 - 1.1t " P e
Lettuce w 1.42 - - 1.88 - 1.59 - - - 0.68 - 0.74 " nam
Caxrot " 1,06 1.4 0,71 2.00 0.34 0,82 0.52 1.06 0.60 0,31 0.81 O0.71 " her
Potatoes " 1,43 1,05 0,93 2.00 0,54 1.97 1.09  0.64 0.50 1.49 0.73 2.29] = ™F
Tomataes " 1.54  0.94 0.57 2.00 0,57 2.44 0.75  1.31 0.68  0.68 2.00 1.23 " ® e
Onions " 1,33 91 101 2.00 0,75 2.70  1.38  1.43 0,71  1.50 1.24 1.1} " @ RIihcy
Garlios " 3.85 10.83  6.11  3.00 0.86 7.81 1.64 1.T1 1,58 1.99  2.03 1.77 " o Aahch
Pepper green " 2.47 2.78 112 2.93  0.45 1.14  0.48  0.52 0.92 1,93  2.00 1.59 U 2493
Beatroot " 1.03 1.20  2.24 2,00 0.28  1.07  0.67 - 1.87 - 0.87 1.74f * % »C
Cauliflower " 2.47 - - - - 1,17 - - - - - - " LI
e naA nen nuc e o~ .
an MIC g PN A Rema RN et apyy M WM g
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Table 1.1(2)  (cont'd) “ Priocs in Blrr *J nnc YRRy VAT Y.
S Average Retail Prices by Urban Centexr
I temas Unit - v
Lol Agaro g% lseab Assela Asmars Avwss paiit W% Desete  Dlla e K43 0 3> ag V%

Fruits §464
Bananes xge 1.19 1,23 0.58  2.00 1.47 4.42 1.21  0.14 0.84 1,20 0,38 1.49 fala d -y !
Oranges K 150 0.64 0,91 2,00 1,50 342 0,98 1.78 0uTT  1.58  0.49 1.46 " nc ™M i
Leaons " 1.83 1.00 0.8 1.50 0.47 2.68 2,17 0.7z 1.26  0.85 2,25 1.4 " v,
Mandarine " 1,50 - - - 0.69  2.93 0.9 - - - - - ” ®1241
Papsya " 1,75 0.64 0.33  2.50 1.49 2.68 0.92 - 0.75 0.80 0.32 - " 1178
Grapes (fresh) " 3.50 - = - - ) - o - - - - » llogY
Pineapples “' 2.00 1.87 - - - - 1.02 - - - 1.05 - " CLhESH

Spices ) ; R ywm
Popper whole e 537 263 270 450 = 5641 1,01 1.09  2.01 4.00 4.00 67| hp nNCNe /36 12 401 /
Pepper milled oW 6:40 4,05 5.00 4.00 3,85  4.38  3.03  4.72 4.24  3.34  5.8)  2.37 » NCN& /912 40 /
Gingar " 8.70 - 1.25 5.8) 5.00 4.88 10.53 - 470  2.83  5.00 3.95 - 1Y% 72< 8/
Cinnamon " 86.67 100,00 100,00 - 50,00 25.00 33.97 - 146.67 - - - " ¢
White cumin " 2.99  2.22 2,50 4,00  3.33 LY 1,40 0.56 2,12 250 4.00  2.31 " 19 AHoG
Blaok cumin . 349 197 3.67  5.00 250 .95 .57 4.5 5.7 3.08 4.00 3.29f " T hHed
Cardamon " 892 444 583 8,00  A39  3.95 5.6 15.27 .77 5.58 7.4 6.83 " nega
Tumerioc " | 20,00  1.88 2,67 5.00 3.33 391 362 5.23 6.67 2.8} 10,00 3.21 " nCS
Fenugrech " © 2,25 1.53  2.50 1,50 2.00 2.93 1.56  1.42 2.6t 1.38 2.84 2.79 " »MAB
Black pepper ] 1100.00  50.00 - - 25.00 - - - - = 50.00 = " 12 ncna
Chillies ] 6.94 3.53 10.83 =~ 3.58 - 4.66 = 3.67 = 10,00 5.98 " aran

Heat &2
Loin Kse 6,08 3,91  3.37 6,00 5.000 7,70 5.00 3.8 3.84 - 5.32 7.00| hyw B
Shank 2 5.43 3.02 2.39 - 5000 - 5.00‘ 2.13 5.34 - 2.33 T.00] w oc¥
Hind quarter " & 4:12 .41 - 5.000 = 5.00° 3.29 382 - 2.97 1.0 1 M

Pish | au .
Fish fresh Kge 2,35 - 34T 1,67 - - 0.62  0.47 - - = - | h e ¥ OIN aw :
Sardines 125 an. 3,00 - - - - ‘3.80 - - - - - - 125 1, | ncq
Tuna (Makerel) 200 gn. - T - - - C. - - - - - -1200 1, | 1€ Mhdh /
Dried fish Kee - - 347 340 - 290 - - - - - - ey 2<% au
Tuna (Chery Star) 200 em. - - - - = o - o - - - - (200 1, | M/T4NIC/

TT— nan ncn e 2n¢ %2 T—
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Year 1989 Wonth Jumary
- = “iaey 1981 OC A€
Tadle 1.1 (a) (oomttd) Frios B Nwe *J nnc wIndH 1.1/ 800
Average Retail Prioss by Urben Osnter _ ‘ |
I o .
-y ot Jdle  yoaro KM dsead Assels Asmare Awess eniT  BRR pogyy e iR *né43 W q_e N
Daisy Produgte sid Ness D115 90 17 OMATAG A M4 |
Pastourised milk Litre 0,86 - - - - 1.20 - - - - - - A tr ThTsen2 U f
Unpasteurized milk " - 1,20 2.50 - - 1.30 131 0,78 0.85 - 0.3 2.30 " Fﬂ ThFeend SaUY f
Butter unrefined kg. 13,00 9.05 9,67 - 12,33 20.00  9.83 11,00 10,28 10,33 11,33 14:00] Ry | /86 tImd ‘
Butter semi - refined " 19,00 - - - - 15495 - 8435 - - - - . MIK /8 tInd / i
Chease cottags " 2,34 3.9 - - 1,58 - 2.60 - - - 2.3 - " hen /8l / .
Beg{traditional) Dozen 3,00 2.27 1.7T1 2,40 2.40 4.8 2.60 2.00 1.57 1.81 2,13 4.00| Q2CHY [NYMA /3NTT 2/ ,I
S (powdered milk) 453 gme - - - - - 815 = - - - = = 1453 1. [DALARLAL /3%eY @ 1Y/ l
8 - 26 (powdered milk) " - - - - 10,00 8.75 10.33 - 1267 - - - *  INM-26 /942 D 1Y/ !
Heiji (powdered milk) " - - - - - 8.00 = - e - - - ¥ AT /e DY/ |
¥y Boy (powdered milk) " - - - - - - - - - - - - " lag nNe /irer DY/ f
Other creas " - - - - - 3,00 o« - - - = ” »  lhée 01T M/ )’
Margarine (blue band) " _ - - - - - - 7.50 - - - - - " ACIEY M NS/ ‘
Margarine (Delphine) . - - - - - - - - - - - - " |ACI40 /204N / !
Sholla butter, pasteruized kge - - - - - - - - - - - - nfy INTeene WY fin 0

Qther Mood Items , .o 4 APY 8@ ap 1 ¥ i
"Enjera® ('terf! dlaock) 325 gm. - ) 0.22  0.20 - 0031 - 0,32  0.29 0.18 - 0.22 0.53{32% 1. [N1EL/%2 Mg/ ;
"Dabo" (traditional) wheat 350 gme 0,22 - 0.10 - 0,10 - 0,20  0.32 0.15 - 0.21 0,41{350 9, |%AY4 4N 3N !
Wheat bread " 0.28  0.43 0.28  0.35 0,32  0.35 0.35 0.43 052 = - ous] = |epva ap e E I
Sugar kg 3,56 6.66 3.78  3.50  3.3T  5.37  3.33 3.42 3.03 359 5.07 3.961 hfe  |ADC i
Boney " - 6.50 - - 13.00 11,36 - Se33 5.67  6.33 - 1.0 " ac : ’
Salt " 156 2.76. 1.33 0,50 2,31 0,98 3.00  1.47 2.40 2,03 1.66 1.78 o oo !
Spaghetti (looal) without egg " 4,00 2.69 - 1.50 2,00 3.89 - 1.97 1450 - 2.33 2.50 » Jht 3N AMYMA AT/ i
Macaroni (local) without egg u - - - 1.50 2,00 2.75. = 1.95 - - 1,83  2.28 " ®NZY 37C QAT /3N RYMA/ 3
Canned tomato (local) 410 gm. - 3.90 - - - - - - - - - 4.101410 9.[N0N /97C o / ]
Cooking oil (Bxtra) Litre - - - - - 6.00 - ¢ - - - - - A |te10 Hex/nmCen 2471/ j
Cocking oil (grads 2) " 4.92 6.84 6,00 - 571 6.8 = 5050  6.66 5.00 5.33 6.08 " WWIN He ) e 2T 247 y
Canned tomato (imported) 70 gm. 1.25 - - - - - - = - 1.50 - 0.704 70 9. |NAN 73092 NIC / l
Anbesss tea (big) 100 zme = = - - 2.00  3.00 = 1.95 - 2,00 = - {190 9. {nnn Mg ama M e ,
Anbessa tea (small) 05 gne - - - - - - - e - - = = {051.MNG Mo b 1 ‘
"imbaghat 325 ome - - - - 0.10 - - e - - - %4325 1, M'ﬂﬁ }
S— - s ,
el I e R R =l














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































