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Part II 

Average Prioe,s of Hotel Servioes by Urban Center 

(the first 12 centers) 

Table 2. 1 (A) JMU8l',y 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table 2. 2(il.) February 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table 2. 3(11.) March 1989 - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table 2. 4(ll.) April 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... -

Table 2. 5(11.) ~ 1989 - -- - - - - - - - - - ... - ...... - - - - - - -

Table 2. 6(A) June 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table 2. 7(Jl. ) July 1989 - ... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table 2 • . 8(11.) 'August 1.989 - - - - - - - ... - - - - ... - - - - - - - - ... 

Table 2. 9(11.) September 1989 ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Table 2.10(11.) October 1989 - - -- - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - -

Table 2.11(11.) November 1989 - - - - ' - - - - ... - -- '- - - - - - - -­

Table 2.12(11.) December 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Average Prioes of Hotel Servioes by Urban Center 

(the remaining 10 centers) 
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Table 2. 1 (B) Janua.ry 1989 - - ~ - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - ... - - 401 

Table 2. 2(B) February 1989 - - - - . - - - - ... -- - - - - - - - - - - 402 

Table 2. 3(B) March 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - 403 

Table 2. 4(B) April 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - ...... - - - - - - ...... - 404 

Table 2. 5(B) May 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - - - - ... - - - 405 

TablE} "2. 6(B) June 1989 .- -:- -;'-: - -:- - - - - - - - ... - ... - - - - - - - 406 

Table 2. 7(B) .August 1989 - - - - - - - - - - ... - - - ... - - - - - - - 407 

Table 2. 8(B) September 1989 - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 408 

Table 2. 9(B) October 1989 - - - - ~ - ,- - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - 409 

Table 2.10(B) Novembe! 1989 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 410 

Table2.11(B) December 1989 - - - - - - - - ... - - - - - ... - - - - - - 411 

Table 2.12 .Annual Average Prices of Hotel Services in Selected . 
Urban Centers (1980 - 1989) - - - - - - - - - - - - - 412 - 434 
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(II) 

Object~ 

The main objectives of collecting retail prices in urban oenters are 

as follows . 

1 ~ To study the level of retail prices. 

2. To assess the Jisparity of prioes charged at different 

distribution levels in each region and between reg~ons. 

3 . To study changes in the economy. 

4. To provide data for national accountants and research 

workers . 

5. To prepare retail price indices. 

Soope and oover~ 

This report covers prices of major agricultural and industrial groups 

inoluding food, drinks, tobacco, household items, clothing, footwear, trans­

portation, communioation, medical care, education, recreation, building mater­

ials, farm equipment, hotel servioes (hotel bed rooms and food) and other goods 

and services collected from various outlets in the tw·enty two urban centers. 

Along theoollection of retail prices of goods and services in Merkato, lCirkos, 

Sel assie and Piazza aroas in Addis Ababa tho prioe of f ood, drinks and tobacco 

are also collected from selected nine European type grooeries . 

The selected urban centers arc l-
, 

1. Mdis Ababa 12. Dire · Iawa 

2. Agaro 13. Ghimbi 

3. Arba Minch 14. Goba 

4. Asmara 15. Gondar 
/ 

/ 5. Assab 16. Harar 

6 .. Assela 17. Jimma 

7. Awasa 18. l;Iekolle 

8. J3ahir Da.r 19 .. Met-fiu 

9. De ~o I!<U'kos 20. Nazeroth 

10. Dessie 21. N0go1o Borena. 

11. Dilla 22. Nekemte 

23. Shashemene 

l 
} 

I 
I 



Introduct ion 
--"-~e:::-

The Central Statistical 'Lllthority has been collecting prices ~f g~ods 

and services in, Mdis Ababa since March 1965(Megabit 1957 E.C.). However~ 

because of the increa s ing demand for the data, the coverage of the survey, 

* which was limited only to Addis l.1.baba was extended to include twen-1;y two other 

urban oenters. 

Similar to the !)r evious ones this report which covers the year 1989 

consists of tvo parts. Tho first part consists of ta.bles of average retail 

prices of goods and services while the second is on average prices of hotel 

services. The first part provides monthly average retail prices of goods and 

servioes in each of the twenty tvTO lll'ban oenters for 1989(1981/82 E.C.)~ annual 

avera{:,'6 retail prices in Addis Ababa from 1972 - 1989(1964/65 - 1981/82 E.C.) 

and retail prices of food, drinlr..s and tobacco collected from Europea.."1 type 

groceries in Addis Ababa for 1989(1981/82 E.C.). Part two of the r eport is 

appearing for the second time and is presenting the results of average prices 

of hotel services in tvTenty two selected urban centers. 1~ we have mentioned 

in earlier r eports, the collection of these prices in urban centexe other than 

1t.ddis Ababa al1,d. il.sr:1ara has belcn conducted s imultaneously with the r etail prices 

on quarterly basis since SeptGmber 1979(Meskerem 1972 E.C.)~ However, in the ' 

latter centers the collection bGgall in :March 1979(Megabit 1971 E.C.) and 

September 1981 (Meskerem 1974 E.C.), respectively. This r eport which oovers the 

year 1989(1981/82 E.C.) provides monthly average prices of hotel services for 

twenty tlro urban cente:q'3 and annual average price of hotel services for twenty 

three urban cent ()r s f ::c-om 1980 ... 1989(1972/73 -1981/82 E.C.). Annual average 

price for the year 1989 is the average of 12 months 'VThile t he rest, except for 

Addis Ababa" are aver ages of pri oes f or at loast 2 quarters of the year. 

This eighth edition up dates Statist ica l Bulletin Number 71 of September 

1989. Earlier issues on t he same subjoot are Statistical Bulletin Nos. 18, 28, 

32, 41, 54, 66 and 71. 

* nata for 1989 for Mokelle is not available. 
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Note -
1. Before September 1988 in Addis Ababa, Asmara and. Mekelle reta..tl :prioes were 

oollected monthly, whereas in the other urban centers, because of limited 

manpower and oost oonsideration, ,the collection was done quarter~ i.e., 

in March, .June, September and Deoember. However,:from September 1988 

onwords, all prioes are collected monthly. 

2. The monthly prices of hotel services are the averages of prices collected 

from three seleoted hotels in that month and the annual average prioes 

for 1989 are calculated using .January to December figures. 

3. The survey oovered only middle class hotels. While every effort has been 

made to select hotels of similar standard in all urban oenters, minor 

differences were observed during the survey. Moreover, the selected 

hotels in Assab are relatively of higher standard oompared to those in 

the other urban oenters. Thus, the prices for bedroom services in Assab 

are significantly higher than in the other twenty two urban oenters. 

4. The prioes of food and bedroom servioes in Asmara were colleoted from 

restaurants and rooming houses, r espect ively. This is because there are 

no middle class hotels that provide both services. 

5. The survey hed been discontinued partially in .July 1989 when supervisors 

and enumarators took their annual leave. 

6. Metrio units have been used in oolleoting prices except certain items whose 

units of measurements arc in pieoes or number. In the OaBO of fire wood, 

vol'UIlle measurement has been used in all urban centers, exoept for Asma:ra, 

where weight measurement has been used. 

7. The minimum that the balance can weigh is 10 grams. Thus items which are 

sold in small quanti ties and whose 1wight fall below 10 grams can not be 

weighed as accurately as possible ~nd as a result may affect the reli~ 

bility of the prioes of t hese i tems in some r espect s. 

The symbol " " is used for data not availa.ble or doubt:t'ul.. 
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Definitions 

. " 

1. Urban Center 

2. 

3. 

. . 

An urban oenter is defined as ' an area whioh has a popula.tion 

of· at least 2,000 persons and which is norma.lly admjniswred by a 

munioipali ty~ Tho selected urban oont0rs satisfY at least one of 

the following oonditions:-

a) Capi tal of an admj nj strati ve region. 

b) Industrial Center. 

c) Center for trade and commercial aotivities. 

Reteil Prico , 
.A retail 

:: ' 

specified unit 

taxes . 

Hotels 

price is 

of sale. 

the moneyoost to the final purohaser of a 

It is inclusivo of all sales and excise 

Hotels are establishments r endering oombined servioes of 

rooming, food and drinks on a fee basis . 

4. Restaurants 

. Rest,GJ,urants are establishments selling food and dri.nk.s. ·· 

5. Rooming Ho~ 

Rooming houses are establishments engaged in renting 

bedrooms. 

I 

J 

\ 
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Method of Data Collection 

The retail prices of goods and services are oollected :f'rom ma.jor 

outlets in . ~he . selected urban centers by enumerators With the help of ld. tohen 

balanoe and measuring tapeo The outiets include markets, kiosks, groceries, 

butoheries, hotels, pharmacies and other service esta.blishments where the 

households purchase mo s t of the goods and servioes for household consumption 

and other :purposes~ 

Most of retail prices of goods ,and servioes are eollected from traders. 

However, sometimes, some prioes. are obtained f'rom oonsumers a.t the ·time of 

purchase. In addition wages of domestic servants and coo,lies ' charges are 
.. -

obtained from househol ds . For each item a maximum of three prioe quotations 

are collected f'rom' three independent retailers on the same clay. Likel1uc, 
" " 

prioes of hotel services are obtained by i nterviewing t he owners of t he hotel s 

or responsible persons on the spot. 

In general the prices are collected fo~ about seventeen ~s beginning 

on the 13
th 

day of eabh" European" ~alondat' month.. This period is seleoted in 

order to facilita t e comparabili t y of data of other towns with that eollected 

in Addis Ababa. Moreover, it is assumed that expenditures of households 

whose mombers earn -their wages and salaries in European or Ethiopian caJandor 

month are O'overedbest during this period. The colleotion of prices of hotel 

services is completed in one day. 



AVlllI1.lGE Rl!IUll. PRI CES Oll' GOons 4l!D S!l:RVl'!m m sm..'!O'l'K!l tmlWl' ~ 

(1989) 



I t • • • Unit AdM. 
Ababa 

!22Jl 
Cereal. Unmilled 

"T.tt"· wh1 te ke. 1.23 
Uhf!" bl .. ck (red) 0.87 
uhft" mixed 1.07 
lIh ... t white " 0.92 
B&rle;r ybi.t.' " 0.92 
lI&rle;r a1JI:ed 0. 10 
JI&1 •• 0.52 
IW-rah 0.55 

.Ltrican lalll.'~ :, ; " 
;(h .. t rrlxed-, .. 0.80 
3orghUll! ~ed H 0.93 
Ilho&t hl &ok 

Cereal. " Ulled 

" hff" .. hite kg. 1.35 
"T.ft" bl.ck (red) 1.03 

"Tert'" m.i~ 1.24 
Wb.eat .. hit. 1.11 

Ct.hel' "beat 

:.~,. 0.66 

Pul... Unmilled 

nOn. beaM Iqr. 1. 10 

CIl1ck peaII 1.25 

Pa&e .bit. " 1.90 

LenUl. " 1.71 

Haricot been8 

P.u IL11M 
... , - 1 ~ J3 

tlqj) 
/'Inn 

J.ftn.p .... .11 '"-_ ot <100M NI4 Sem._ 111 SelMiecl tMMm c.tas 
nI")I\" J). h ir't ~O.t11'i 1'I1t\.,fIoft 1I"ne ~1cJr , .' 

Pri 

A"1'ft"416'8 ReWl Pri_ • Urbul, c.oter . :, ' 
ubi. l!abir ~~~ A.sarO M .. b ..... 1 .. ~ ~ Deaie IIiJlob Dar II&zba 

1.00 1.50 0..94 ).06 O.Bl O.lt 0.65 
1·09 0.79 0.78 2.49 0.66 0..14 0.60. 0.89 
1.09 0.99 1.40. 0. .88 2.82 0.77 0.75 0.65 0.90 
1.38 0.86 1.50 0.51 1.)0 0.60 1·07 0·53 ' 0.77 
1.0) 0.46 1.23 0.35 1.12 0.50 0.61 
0.86 0.44 1.20. 0.33 0.54 0.58 0.58 0.18 
0..80 0.47 0·95 0..33 0.97 0.59 0.48 0.50 0.59 

0..47 0. 37 i- ' 0.70 0.54 0~59 

0.99 2.20 0.50 0..58 
1.15 1.30. 0.52 1.04 0.71 0.56 

0.46 0.95 0.49 0..71 
0.54 0..53 0.73 

1.60 
1, 48 

1~65 
1.)0., 

0.12, 
0.85 0.98 0.69 0.60 

1.17 0.98 1.40. 0.62 ' 2.18 0.99 0..91 0.70 0.58 

1.59 0.86 1.50 1.82 2.40 ).00 0.86 O!67 1.01 

1.6) 1.21- ~ .• 39 ).11 1.1) -
2.20 1.43 1.75 1,.15 4.67 2. 3) 1.63 1.16 1. 1)6 

0.65 0.52 0.43 

1;59 " .' • 1;25 - " 1.50 0.75 1.22 0.85 0..8) 

I'IJ(" I'ICI1 Mn MI\ ~~&. ~,I') fluC ll{l'- lll\ 
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Tear ~ IIoDtll l.!!!!!!Z 
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. ----- -
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!:.!il 
hUll .sCI tlm 

1 . 5~ hfp ''!' ~~ 
0.90 1.29 .. te 11'.': 
1.00 l.ll .. IYC 1~ ~,: 

0.84 • ''l' fl,I\. 
0.64 .. 1{lfl q .. ,1%11 ''t' 1{lfll 

0.60. 1·09 " .Q.()CI ~ 1Ml 
0..43 0..14 .. nH'P 

0~ 57 .. "'"JI\ - . • -<1,.., ' 
1~2) .. f'I,I\.AwC1f / 

0.61 0..97 ' .. .Q.()lI ~ .. ?il\ w 
0.64 .. ftC fl'I\. 

hUll '! tiro 
hfp ''l' III.~ 

1.29 1.51 .. te In~ 

1. )4 1.61 1JI-C1~ 11\" 

'- .. ,·(tl)I\. 
0..76 fl H. 1M q e , 't I 

0.76 0.64 .. nH'P- -

... ;: .'~ 
'toTt. jt\ wn 

0.80 1.48 hfp ;11 9'1 
1.8) 1.59 .. ~&. 
1.00 1.$0 " ''l' ~ tc 
2.00 1.73 .. ~flC 
0.62 0.16 .. 11.11'14 
1.00 1.43 .. .Q.()&\ + 1'1 fC 
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I 1; • • • l)di 
.&Mi. Uba llIlIiz- DIIbre A6IU'o ARab .la •• l. .a-ra .... .lbaba Ifinoh lIU" IIadr:oe 

Ma" lUlled or Sp1j, t 

Ron. ~, lUlled ke· - 3.55 ... - 2.05 2.60 ... '.15 2.17 
Chi ok peu, raill ed " ... - ... - ... 1.39 - - -
Peae, ailled " - 4.12 4.00 - 2.(11 - 3.24 ... -
P.u, .pUt - - n 2.44 1.99 4.00 3.00 3.50 1.43 2.83 - ... 
Lentile •• pUt " 2.52 4.05 4.00 3.00 3.50 5.42 3.69 2.85 2.91 
Jt1.pd pula .. , milled " 1.79 ).78 ... - 2·05 . ... - 2.33 2.29 

Oil hecla -. 

!/ipr ."ed lee· 1.40 1·93 2.18 ... 3.61 2.45 ... 1.25 0.90 
Lin .eed .h1 ~ " 2 •. 25 1.97 1.75 - - 2.25 - - -
s ...... ed .. 2.25 1.60 1.41 - 1.89 - - - -
Sun!lovu " 1.50 1.70 - - 1.44 ... 1.96 1.19 ... 
autor be&na n - ... 0.91 ... - 1.69 3. 16 ... ... 
Qroundnut •• helled n 3.75 n.1i7 .. '.- ... 2.89 3.42 - ... ... 
Rape a"ed " 1.01 1·29 0.98 2.00 1.13 1.60 1.22 0.78 0.95 
Linaeed black " 1.43 1.19 1.75 1·50 0.88 ... 2.25 0.71 0.79 

Veetabl .. 

Ith10piaD kal_ ke-. 1. 11 0.38 0.22 0.62 0.23 1. 14 0.29 0.45 0.24 
::ab~ " 1.14 1.42 0.70 1.00 0.4' 0.98 1.13 1.46 0.35 

Let~ .. 1.42 - ... 1.86 ... 1.59 - - -
C&n'Ot " 1.06 1.14 0.11 2.00 0.34 0.82 0.52 1.06 0.60 
Potato .. .. 1.43 1.05 0.93 2.00 0.54 1.97 1·09 0.64 0.50 
Tomato .. It 1.54 0.94 0.57 2.00 0·57 2.44 0.15 1.31 0.68 
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Pepper &r"n .. 2.47 2.78 1.12 2.93 0.45 1.14 0.48 0.52 0.92 
Beatrao1 " 1.03 1.20 2.24 2.00 0.28 1.07 0.67 - 1.87 
:::aulitlower ., ;2.47 - - - - 1.17 - - -

c:::::::::::::: ----.... . -~ 
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... - . . . . 
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