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FOREWORD 

Up to date statisbcal data tha reflect the sockHK;onomk: and demograph ic conditions of the 

rmude015 of a country are us'3ful for designing and preparation of development plans as well as 

for mon< onng and evaluation of the Impact of the implementation of the development plans. 

These statistica l data include oopula tion size. age, sex, literacy and education, marital status, 

hoUSing stocks and conditions ... etc. In order to fill the gap for Ihese socio·economic and 

demographk: data need, Ethiopia has conducted its third National Population and Housing 

Census on May. 2007 and rJovember 2007. 

The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia was conducted under the auspic(t~ of the 

Population Census Commission that was established by a Proclamation No. 449/1997. The 

Commission Is cha ired by the Deputy Prime Minister and the members of the commission were 

drawn from varoos relevant MInistries, Regtonal Slate representatives, House of Federation, 

National Electoral Board and the Central Stat:shcal Agency, serving as the Office of the Census 

Commissoo (Secretariat). According to this proclamation the processing, evaluat:on and 

analyses of the data collected in thIS census as well as its dissemination are the major 

responslblhties of thiS office. Thus, the Office of the Population Census Commission is pleased 

to present the census summary rE'port entitled " The 2007 Population and Housing Census of 

Ethiopia: Summary Report of Amhara Region" for the users. It is an abridged summalY 

results of the statistical report at Regional Level with bfief descriptions of the results. 

ThiS summary report is intendod to supplement L'1o statistical reports prepared at national and 

regional level and attempts to provide the $l)cio~nomic and demographic information 

generated by the 2007 Population and Housing Census to all users including those 'Who do not 

have basic statistical knowledge. 

Before the conduct of a census enumeration, numbers of preparatory activities were also 

carried-out. Among the major census prepara tory actIvities, the conduct of the Population and 

HOUSIng Census Map Work was one of the Important tasks to be undertaken. During this 

census cartographic YIO~" urban and rural kebeles of the region were sub·divided into 

enumeraUon areas, each having 150·200 housing units and households, respectively. About 4·6 

contigu';)lJS enumeration areas were made to form one supervision arez. !n this exercise for 

each enumeration and supervision area maps have been prepared. 

xli 



Dunng the census enumenrtlJon, each ent.rneralor wal g Yen the map ot In enumetatJon ..... 

along Wtth other ccnsU3 documents and hellho wal responaible to recotd peraom Ind 

households In that enum&rabon area wrth out omISSIOn and dupf.colJOn One St.IpeMsor was 

also assigned to b bUpel'\ltSK>n area and was reSpc)OSlble for en.unng the Quahty of the 

Information coUectdd In the area of hislher JunsdicUon. Unh e the Pf8Vk)US censuses, In that 

census enumerators were pnmary school teachers while IUpelVtsors were IN:t>ndary school 
teachers, similarly as balora, 

It Is 10 be noted that the Population and HOUSing Census is a huge natIOn wide operation wtuch 

could not be undertaken by a Single organIZation Thus. full COOperation and assistance of 

govemment and non-governmenl organizations, donor agencies and the general public have 

been obtained for the 2007 Population and HOUSing Census. 

The office of the Population Census CommiSSion IS therefore, very grateful to the Government 

of Fthlopia for Its huge financial and administrative support. The office IS also grateful 10 the 

development partners particularly; the Unrted Nations Populabon Fund for Populahon ActIVities 

(UNFPA) and the Department for InternatIonal Development (OFIO) for the+r generous finalll;iai. 

logibl,{;S and technical supports Thanks are also due to the United N3t1Ons Development 

Program (UNDP), the Embassy of Japan, Italian CooperatIOn, United Nallans Chlkj'ren 's Fund 

(UNICEF), as well as the Dutch and Irish Governments for their substantial financial support 

FlnaUy, the office would like to express its appreCiation for tha elemenla:y and secondary schoot 

teachers who participated In the data collection and supervtsion actiVities; the staff members of 

the Central Statistical Agency for their im'aluable contributIons throughout the census 

operations and al~o more importantly, the general public as well as the administrators at all 

}eve Is, who were critical to the success of census enumerahon. 

The office hopes that the data contained In the Summary and Statistical Reports will be utilized 

by a/I d:)t~ users for various development plannIng. 
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Sarma Zekana 

Member ond Seaetaty 
PopuIatJOn Censu! Comml$sJOn 





SlCTION I 

POPULA TlON SIZE AND SPATIAt OlSTRI8UTIONS 

1.1 Introduction 

Population slzt. composItions, its spallal dIstribution ~nd some other dtmocr~ph" and SO(~IC 

data are very Important for planning, monitorin, and evaluilhon of vartous de.velopment p'OIrams The 

population and housing census Is main source of (!'ltse daY ThIs ch .. plt!f pr~'ltl lhe results of lhe 

2007 census concerning the population size. distributions, composlUons and other 'tilled InfOm\ilhOn 

As shown In Table 11. the counttd populatton of the rel~n as of May 28, 2007 WIS 17,22J,916 Of 

these counted population of t~ resion 8,641,580 (SO. 2 J)e,cent) were mal~s Ina 8.!t80.396 (498 

percent) .... ere females. Comparison of the 2007 lCensus results of the total populatIOn .t rellOnalle~1 

with that of the 1994 census count s~ws that the population of the rqlon ~.as Incru~ bV 3.387,679 

persons over the las1 12 years. 

Tab/~ 1.1 Olstrlbvtlofl of Populatioll by S~Jt, lOMj: and C~nsus P~riod. 

Rf!&lon Total 

North Gondlir 

SC'uth Gondar 

North Wello 

SouthWeHo 

North Shewa 

East GolJam 

WtitGojJ,am 
Waghemira 

Aw, 
Oromiya 

Bahlr Dar Special 

"'r oba lalWer~ 

Both 
~II~I 

13,834,297 

2,088,684 

1,768,732 

1,260,317 

2,123,803 

1,560,916 

1,700,311 

1,779,723 

275,615 

717,085 

462,951 
96,140 

' 994 
---,--

MoJ~ 

6,947,546 

1,059 "98 
904,196 

633,702 

1.047.512 

784,207 

&45,980 

897,215 
139,301 

357,238 

732,>161 
45,416 

6,886,751 

1,028.986 

863,936 
626.61) 

1,076.291 

776,709 

1.i4.3S1 
liU,SOB 
1 J6,114 

3~;9,847 

2:10,490 
SO,704 

17,221.976 

2.929.628 

2,05 1,733 
1,500,301 

2.S18,!62 
1.837,90 
2.15),917 

2.106,596 

426,213 

982.942 
457.271 

.,........ ..... -. -,' " -.. . ,. 

221,991 

"'9O' 

1007 

I 

8 641,5 8,510,196 " , 
1486, 1. ... l,SBS .," 
1,041,061 1,1'110. 677 160 

752.89!i 141,408 l' 0 
1.248.698 1.:2'70,164 186 

928,694 908,196 177 
1.066,716 1,01/,221 167 
1,058,272 UM8,J2" IS' 

213.145 212.368 '" 491.865 491,077 )71 
227,328 229.950 17 
1084156 llBJ5 

17,7l~ 17.~~ 

Table 1.1 shows that at regional level the total population has Incrused by 24 5 ptrcent in 'he last 12 

yea rs In five zones the percentage Increase Is slgnlrlCanlly 1'ugher thin the rt'I'onal l-,erJBt wrltre aJ in 



SIX lOOH Nmely- South Gondar, Nonh Welkl, SOuth Wello, North Shewa ,West Gojjam and Cromiya, 

the ,r poputatton hIVe Increased at klwer rate than the regional average On the other hand, the Census 

resu~! ~.vs that Ofomtya zone h~s showed negative increase while Bah ir Dar special has increased 

mol'! thin 100 percent 

S~tlal distnbutions of the oopulat10n by lones show significant variations. Figure 1.1 depicts that he 

percentage share of the ! or-s ~nges fl am the smallest proport10n of 0.2 percent in Argoba Special 

Wereda to the largest 170 percent In North Gondar Zone. That is, the largest population size was 

observed In North Gondar Zone having 2,929,628 persons counted In the zone as of May 28, 2007 w hile 

the smallest proportion of persons was enumerated in Argoba Special Wereda. The se<:ond and third 

largest proportIon of population was counted ill Scouth 'Nel!o (2,518,862) ana East Gojjam (2,153,937) 

zones, respectively. Over all, according to the 2007 census results the counted population in these three 

IoIrsesl zone~ arc~~nted for 44.1 percent of the region total. 

Figure 1.1 percentage share of Population of a Regio{; iJy Zones: 2007 

1.1 Population Distribution by Urban - Rural and Sex 

In 2007 census urban center or urban is defined as all administrative capitals (Region, Zone and wereda) 

and localit ies in whkh urban kebeles were established irrespective of their population size . It is worth 

noting that this definitIon of urban is consistent with that of the 1994 Population and Housing Census. 

Ta~ 1 2 shows that in 2007 al regional level 12.3 percent of the total population was enumerated as 

residents of urban areas. The disparity in proportions of urban population by zones is very large, ranging 

from 70 ptrcent in Waghemira Zone to 81.2 percent in Bair Dar Special. Despite t he fact that Argoba 

Spetial Wereda Is entirety rural, the percentage share of the special wereda from the total urban 
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population of the region Is nil. The largest sharf, about 39 4 percent of lhe 101M urban popubuon. ~.s 
living in Bahir Oar Special Zone where as Argoba Special Wered, ~ no urbln rt1Jdfnt 

TobIe 1.1 Distribution 0/ Population by Zonts and Urbon.Rurol Rnldertu : 1()(J7 

U"". Rllral tktIo" , Rwwl .. "'''' 
_m 

U<h • 
__ I .. ,. 

..'" .... f- f-z ... 
S .. " Pe"~nf Sa" hrc~1If s..., ... ".'" , .... ,.-

Region Total 2,112,595 123 15,109,381 '7.7 17,221,976 'DO 'DOO 'DO 0 North Gondar 462,700 15.8 2,4&6,928 .. , 2,'29,62' 'DO 2l. '6J South Gondar 195,619 ' .S 1,856,119 90S 2,051,711 'DO " 123 
North Welio 155,273 10.3 1,345,0.30 ." 1,.500,303 'DO 76 I. 
South Wello 301,638 12.0 2,2 17,224 " .0 2,5'8,862 'DO 20' '" North Shewa 214,227 11.7 1,6Z),263 " .J 1.'37,.90 'DO IS 10.7 
East Goijam 213,568 " 1,940,369 90' 2, 153,937 ,DO '16 UI 
WestGoJJam 114,703 88 1,921.193 9l.2 2,106,596 'DO .. 12.7 
Waghe-mlra 29,951 ' .0 396,262 930 426,213 'DO l4 " Awi 123,014 12.5 859,928 17.5 912.942 '00 , .. 57 
Oromiya 51,728 11.3 405.550 .. , .57,27' 'DO SJ " Bahlr Dar Special 180, 174 81.2 .1,117 
Argoba Special 

III 221,991 100 ,.. 0) 

Wereda ...... 100.0 "998 100 D2 
N8 . • TMn WUJ no Urba n PoplllatlOn counted In Arvobo SpnJaf Werrdo. 

Figure 1.2 shows that urban population has significantty increased In absolute size over the last two 

deca de. That is. the number of urban dwellers has increased from 1.3 m!lliof" persons ir, 1994 to 2.1 

million, showing an increment of about 0.8 million persons over the last 12 years. 
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Figure 1.2 Distribution of Population by Urban·Rural Resldtnce and 
Census Period: 2007 
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As ~~n m Fllurt 13 Ind 1.4, in 1994 and 2007 the propo" .ons of urban population were 9.1 percent 

I~ 12 3 ptrtent, rtspectrwly This Ind.cates thal the propo"iol'l o f urban populat ion has increased 

from 1994 to 2007 by 3_2 percent. On the other hand, the propo".on of rural populat ion has declined bV 

32 perant ~Hn 1994 and 2007 Censuses. 

Figure 1.3 Percentage 
Dmrlbuton 0/ Population 
by Urbon· Rurol: 1994. 

• Urban 

• RUf<1I' 

1.3 ~x and Age ComposItion 0/ the Population 

87 

Figure 1.4 P~rcentage 
Distrlbuton of Population by 
Urban·Rural: 1007. 

12.3% 

• Urban 

• Rural 

Dt>mosraphic data that show the age and sex compositIons of the population are one of the basic 

Informi ion necderi for d.fferent purposes. This sulrsection provida) t.'1,; ;;t;o"Toary results of sex and 

Ige compo»itlons 01 the populatton obtarned from the 2007 Population and Housing Census. 

1.3.1 S, (Composition 0/ the Population 

Table 1 3 shows that at regional level the total number Gf females w"o; ~L:;:htlV less than their male 

counteroarts. ThE: .);)me was also true for the maJonty of the zones both in 1994 and 2007. However, 

the reverse was the case for South Wello, ~a GOJjam, AWl anri Oromtya zones. 

The 1;e_ ratio IS defined as the number of mates per 100 females and it tS an index used to express 

re"thie sue of the $eIC cornpoSttiOfl Of the population. A ratio greater Ihan hundred shows an excess 

number of males over femalM. Sex rltlOS were calculated for each zone by place of residence and the. 

re~uJ ~re Pf6ented in Tabte 1.3 As shown in the table, the sex ratios for urban population are le~s 
tnan hundred It reltonal level and In all zones, except Argoba Special Wereda (which has only rural 

populatIon) showma th.. t the number of females exceeds that of males. 
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In rural ar~as. lhe sex ra t)os art ~s Ihan 100 on,.,. In South WtlJo, E It Gouarn. aAY OrOtl'\rfJ lone1 

Figure l ,S depicts sex ratios of the population of the ~'1Ofl by 'It lfOuP and urNn-rv'JI r~nce . As 

can be seen from the gra ph, in urban areas sex ratios decline 1.5 'Ie Idnnces up 10 'ie ,roup 2S-29 

and incr~ase between age 3().. 49 then dedine again until 'ie 5O-SC But abov 'ie IrouP ~~ the sex 

ra tio rises both in urban and rural afeas, 

Table 1.3 Distribution 0/ Population by Zones, Urban-Rural, S~x and Su Ratio: 1007 

Urbon , RlJrol u,.., .-
80th Su 00,. , .. 1<>1. ,,, 

Zonl: kus M,k F~mo~ ROllo S.xu R.1Io Sbc.f Rollo 
Region Total 17,221.976 8,641,580 1,580,396 100.7 2,112,595 ... 15, 109,311 1017 
North Gond~r 2,929,621 1,486,040 1,443,581 1029 462,7'00 .. 2,466,921 105.' 
South Gondar 2,OS I ,738 l ,o.U ,061 I,010,6n 1030 19S,619 ... l ,1S6, 119 103.1 
North Wello 1,500,303 752,895 741,408 .. ," 15S,273 .SO 1,).45,010 101 3 
South Wello 2,518,862 1,248,698 1..270, 164 98.3 301.63. 

.., 
2.217,224 .... 

North Shewa 1,837,490 928,694 .... ,.. 102.2 214,217 ." 1,623,263 1031 
bst GoJj~m 2, 153,937 1,066,716 1,087,221 .11 213,561 ... 1,940,169 9O' 
WWGojjam 2,I06,S96 1,051,272 1,04',324 .00 • 114 703 9O' 1,921,H3 101 .1 
Waghemlra 982,942 491,865 491,On 100 , 19,9S1 90' 396,262 1015 
Awl 221,991 101,456 113,535 OS, 123,014 ". SS9,92' 100.4 
Oromiya 457,278 227,328 229,950 9O' 51,728 ... _'SO 99 .' 
Bahir Oar ~lal 34,998 17,710 17,288 1024 180, 174 'J] 41,817 103.8 
ArgON Special 
Wereda 426,213 213,845 212,368 100.7 ....... 102 .4 

N8: - ThiU~ woos no Urban PoPlJlolkm rrport~d for.AfVObo ~rlol W4!redo. 
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1.31 Age compositi!Jn 0/ the Population 

Ale COlllposltion is one or the very important demographic characteristics of the 

popuJat.on. Among other advantages Information on age is hetj::;ul to understand the 

Sile of populahon of school age, labor force, elderiv, etc A population pyramlc1 is 

\;sua11y emploved to show the age MrutllJ,e/distributions of a e!>!'!f! rnrulation by sex. 

r.ure 1 6 shows the distribution of the population of Amhara Region has a broad base 

th't narrows down as age rncre .. ses This broad base of a pyramid ind icates a 

(NractemtlC which IS tyPICal of a population with high fertility. The age pyramid also 

~ .... s sm,lIer proportIOn of 0-4 c~,lldren as compared \0 those aged 5·9 years . This 

thay reHe the existence of under (eOOfl,ng of child:"!:", ().( years. Figure 1.7 shows at 

reglOrwl lellel there was a slight change 10 the age structure of the population since 

1994 The proportIOn of the populatIOn of working age group (15·64) has shown 

modest Increase In 2007 while the proport ;on of those In the dependent age group Q.. 

14 thot.:gh stili h'ih, and has declined from 44.1 percent in 1994 to 42.8 percent in 

lim. 
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1.4 Howthold Composition of lh~ Population 

an 1M census hou.sehokf is de lned as a group of ptrsom: Irvll"18 together in the same housing 

unJt or In tonM(led premises and hw! a common cooking arrangements (ea t together). This 

sub--SK11On provtdes informatIon about 1~ number of households and ave rage household size 

o Amhilrl rfllOO 

Accordlnt to the 2007 Gensus results, there were 3,965,170 households In the region and this 

lwes In avera!e hou~hold size at regIOnal level to be 43 persons. The corresponding numbers 

of households of zones sIgnificantly vary in size rang ing from 7,093 In Argoba Special Wereda to 

651,533 In rth Gondar zone. likewise, average household size also varies by zones and it 

~nles from 3.4 persons per household in Sa.r Dar Special Zone to 4 9 in Argoba SpeCial Wereda 

As shown 10 Table 1.4 companng the 2007 census results with that of 1994, at regio nal level the 

averJle household size has decreased by 0.2 person only, where as 10 Bair Oar Special Zone the 

declIne was iiln:ncan t and reduced by exactl." one oerson. 

Ttl'" 1.4 Do-I~ Of ectmultJOttoJ H<wHltokb ottd I/Irlr Ccrrnponding POQunrlon b)l 
lOIN OM by lIrbon tiM Ifurv! RtsJdtftU. 1001 

I 
I Ul'bun .. Ruro!.L1OO1j 

1 NO. 01 1 HoUJthold 

f'" 
"".,. Ho ...... "" 

_., 
17,221,976 3,965,110 4.3 

Noftl'! GoncNt 2.929,6:8 651,533 4.' So-..nn GaneM, 2<OSJH8 465.575 4.' 
HoIth We'" 1,500,303 354,725 42 South WI 2,518,862 596,185 4.2 
NotthShe~ 1,837,4::C 427,940 43 J rut Gc>iJi,... 2,153,937 504,188 42 WISt Gou~m 2,!O6,556 4:O7,~7!:' " w""", ... 

982,942 101,855 4.2 
A~ 

211,991 214,3% 4, e. • ....,. 
457,278 1011.50 4 , 

I&two.t~j 

I 
34,'" £2,960 3' I AIJC)ba Spew! Wlr~ 42fi,213 7,093 49 

1.5 H~dshlp Raft'S 

I 

''''" HolI$thold 
.iu 

4' 
4.S 

4.5 

4.1 

42 
4, 

44 

<.7 

" 'S .. 
~ 

The term he.dshlp rates denote the ratio of the number of householcJs of certain categones of 

the populihon to the total populatIOn of the corresponding category. In the census, il head of 

household Is iny member of the household who i~ recognized as a head by members cf the 
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household irrespective of age, sex or other chal"lCterutlCS The 2007 census r.sutu Pft\enttd in 

Table l ,S indicates that there were 3,96S,143 household hUds It rtltO",II4i~.oct of thew. 

3,038,892 (76.6 percent) and 926,251 (23 4 percent) were i'Nte and fttN'e hNCh. rtJ,pKtl'o'tly 

Figure 1.8 shows the head ship rates for mates much 1''1er t~n femates p.lrhculirty Mtween 

age groups 2S·29 and 45-49, 

Table 1.5 Head 0/ Ha'useholds lor Conventional households by Age Group and Su 0/ Heads: 1007 

Ag. 
G"",p 

Total 
0-4 ,-, 
10-14 

1S.19 

20-24 

25029 
30-,. 
35·39 

40-44 

45-49 

"''' 55-59 
6(><;< 

65·E9 

70-74 

". 

-Totol - --80th I I I rotal I Mok I 'tmale 
~Jtts Mok Ftmo/e /kQds ~Odl HfOds -

17, 115,905 8,559,71.5 8,556,190 3,965, 143 ) ,031.192 926,251 
2,336,241 1,178,398 1,157,843 - -
2,605,986 1,311,217 1,294,769 - -
2,390, ~08 1,226,921 1,163,317 

2,047,160 1,032,602 1,014,5sa '9,631 4!j, lIA 40,247 
1,445,441 696,988 748,45) 266,516 2Ot.9~ 6-4..S41 
1,282,260 589,413 692.847 495,154 411 .991 7Ul,fj 

961,850 470.617 491, 163 487,391 414.505 72,&10 
883,137 426,210 456,927 4'3,742 399,910 '3.132 
692,160 )43,667 348,493 414,639 32'.216 16,423 
586,891 300,007 286,884 372.127 290,152 '1, 775 
517,410 247,335 270,075 339,527 239.237 100.290 
349,598 192,085 157,513 252,223 Il1,Ul 6"On 
335,990 172, 104 163,186 24',791 166,240 '3,~51 

239,924 132,094 107,130 1'7,1]1 117,642 59,489 

203,465 104, S45 98,920 156,536 98,311 sa,22S 

238,0811 135,4-42 1021642 17°1°35 1161971 511()64 

Figurt 1.8 Male anf Female Headship Rate In eon .... entlt)flal 
Households by Ale Group : 2007, 

Age Group 

..... - Malc Headship Rate ~Female Headship Rate 

9 





SEalON" 

ETHNIC GROUP, MOTHER TONGUE, RfUGION AND MARITAL STATUS 

2.1. Ethnic Composition of the Popula tion 

Summary results that show the distribution of the Ttaion's Nattons and IJtlo~lil lM/EthniC 

Groups wit h a population of one thousand or mort persons are presented In SumfNry Tabte 2.1 

and Figure 2.1. As table 2.1IndlCales, the Amha ra ethnic croups share wu about 91 S percent of 

the to tal popula tion of the re,:ion followed bv Alew Awl and Oromo ethnic ,TOUPS (With about 

3.5 and 2.6 per cent, respectlvety) . The remaining ethnic ,roups altolether comprise about 24 

percent of the total population. 

TobIe 1. %. Percentage Distribution of Nat ions & Narlonolltks/ Ethnic Groups With ~ rhousottd 

or more Pusons by Rf!glon: 2007. 

I £tOnk Gn>up 

Both Stxe.! ... 10 F~mo" 

N2 I " No " N2 I " 
Affar 3,321 0.02 1850 0.02 1,471 0 ,02 

Agew-Awi 595.878 34' 296.725 343 299, 15] 349 

Agew Hamyra 238,653 1.39 120,282 139 118,371 138 

Alaba 3,627 002 1,990 002 1.637 002 

Amhara 15,752,992 91A7 7.903.025 91 45 7849.967 9149 

Anyiwak 6,265 004 3.0]5 004 3,230 004 

Argoba 70,012 041 )5,469 0 41 )4,S43 0 .. 

Ad t,483 001 747 001 736 001 

Berta 5,2 13 003 2,734 003 2,479 003 

Brayle 1,895 0.01 99S 001 900 001 

Oawuro 1,738 0.01 90S 001 833 001 

Gumul 13,105 0." ',904 008 6,201 007 

Guragie 3,068 0.02 1,920 002 "43 0 .0 1 

Irob 2,125 0.01 1,020 0 .0 1 1,105 001 

Kusumle 1,743 001 915 001 128 001 

451,362 262 225,854 2 " 
22S,SOB 2,63 

Cromo 
1,165 0 01 "0 0 .01 m 0 .01 

5idama 
1,083 001 599 001 ... 001 

51ite 
5,724 003 3.027 004 2,697 003 

Somahe 
37,397 022 20,148 023 17,249 020 

TIgray 

Other Ethiopian National 12,900 007 G,·ttl 007 6,489 008 



2.2. Distribution 0/ the Population by Mother Tongue 

"",OlMr tonc~ IS defi~ is tht lansuase used by a person for communication with his/her 

',m,l,. members Ot cuard.ans dunng his/her childhood. In Amh fa region a number of mother 

IOnsue liIrculsts Ire spolten by dIfferent NatIOns and Nationallttes/Ethnic Groups. In this 

sumrNty teport ont.,. mot~r tongue languages that had been spoken by one thousand and more 

people dumll childhood are shown. According to the result (Table 2.2), Amarigna was the most 

dom.nant major Mothtr Tongue in the regIOn, accounting for about 93 pe r cent. 

Tablt 2.2. Disf.-tbutlon 0/ Major Mother Tongues in Amhoro Region: 2007. 

i MOf~r Tongut Number " 
AIfa"gnD 3,020 0.02 
Agr. A"""''P'9no 45,0747 161 
AJ""-KOmy"l1YO 18,8825 1.10 
AIc:b-g!oO 

5.348 003 

""""""" 16,0111,580 92.99 
AI'y'"""kgno 6,1}8 0.04 
Arpob.gno 

12,627 0.07 ',..no 1,084 0.0;;. 
8trt~no 

5,197 0.03 Bray/,gno 
2,044 O.O! 

Gumullgoo 
H,79"7 0.08 

Gvf09'e'}no 
1,946 0.01 lroblgflo 
2,121 0.01 KU/'IQmtgna 
3,068 0.02 Orom,goo 

456,601 2.65 Sldam'gne 
1,153 0.01 ·regno 
1,035 O.O! Somafogoo 
5,695 0.03 r,,,oo 

37,08] 0.22 

2.3. Rtllglous CompoSition oj the Population 

Rel'8lOn IS an affilla'lOn with a group having specifIC reJiglol!! or spintual tene t. It is an important 

soQo-(:uJtural chirauell)Lk. of a population Summetry Table 2_3 and Figure 2.2 show the religious 

,ffiu'toons or tespondents as recorded in the 2007 census. Accoldmg to the results, the Orthodox and 
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Islam religion was the most dominant reltltOn In the reclOn I'bouc 12 .s ptKif"" .nd IJIMn WIJ thr 

second larBest populatIOn (17.2 percent) tn the regIOn . 

Tob/~ 2.3. Pt rcentoge Distribution 0/ the Populorlon 0/ Amhoro R~fo.n ond loneJ by R~1pIon; 1007 

ZONES Orthodox CorMlic M UJlun 

AMHARA REGION 82.54 018 002 1115 
NORTH GONDAR 95.l8 0,11 001 '29 
SOUTH GONDAR 96.14 0.10 005 3.68 
NORTH WElLO 82.74 000 008 17,(HI 
SOUTH WElLQ 28.80 022 00< 7089 
NORTH SHEWA 94.11 035 001 • 91 
EAST GOJJAM 97.42 0.08 001 249 
WEST GOJJAM 9867 012 001 119 
WAGHEMIRA 99.62 00< 000 03' 
AWl 9' 40 0.19 000 "0 
CRCMIVA 2.40 0.43 003 9707 
BAHIR DAR SPECIAL 8972 I 62 00< 8<7 
ARGOBA SPECIAL WEREDA 3.31 000 003 9G6~ 

Figure 2.1 Percentac:e Distri bution of the Populat ion by 
Reliciou5 Affilation, Amhara Rellon : 2007. 

Oth~rJ 

Traditional O.OJ------..!!.:...08 

Catha", 0.01 

Protestant O. J8 

rrotRtlDno/ 

0 ,01 000 

0.01 021 

000 DOl 

001 000 

00< 001 

001 001 

000 001 

000 000 

0.00 000 

038 OS< 
003 003 

002 014 

00< 000 

Zonal distributions of the population by religious composition show that the Orthodox fa ith fotlowers 

were predominant in Waghimera (99.6 "), West Goj}am (98.7 " ) and East GoIJam (91 4 ", lOnes. Islam 

(or Muslim faith followers) population was significantly larger to Oromlya. Arloba and South Welle 
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lonH. On the other hind . Protffiant \lias found to have a larger proportion in 8ahir dar Spec ia l zone 

(1 6}.nd OromtyJ toM (O.4l) 1$ compared to otlltr zones 

1.4. Marital Status 

RHulu of the 2007 census are classified under SIX categories of marital status (see Summary Table 2.4), 

for the populuJOn I,ed ten years & above. Acc:ordingly, at regIOna l level about 50 percent of the total 

populatIOn WIS married, 38.3 percent never married & 6.4 percent divorced. Comparing the marital 

stiltU.$ by stoiC , 50 2 percent of the females & 49.7 percent of males were married at the census t ime. On 

the other hand, 45.1 percent of the males and 31.4 percent of the females were rii: ... ·c r married. 

Table 1.4. Proportional Distribution 0/ the Population 0/ Amharo Region by Marital Status: 2007. 

I Se .. , 

80th St ~tf ... ~ 

CurrentJ Widow/ -.. y ~paro!e Widowe living 
Married MgtMd Dfvorc~d d , together 

38.3 49.9 G.4 1 0 4.2 0.2 

45 .1 49.7 3.5 0.6 1.0 0.1 

~~~ ______________ 3~1~.4~ __ -"S~0~2 ______ !9.!4 __ ~c-~1!.4 ______ 7~.S~ ____ ~0~.2~ 

looklOl·n Filure 22a the proportions of never mamed persons for both sexes decrease with age. But 

compar~ to the mak!s, the proportion of the females decrease sharply starting frnm ages of !C~ 14 up 

to 20-24 

100.0 
1kl0 

60' 
<00 
2()0 

00 

- ---------~ 

Figure 2.20 Proportion 01 Never Married Persons by Age 
Group and Sex: Regional t..eve/ 1OO7. 

___ FUflO '~ 
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The proportions of currentty ~rried persons (FlSure 2 2b) IOOtl5eS .... llh e up 10 ',e "Oup 2S 29, 

but the increase is more pronounced for the fttN5ts than lhe men .1 nrlter.~ But 'rom. It IrouP 

30-34 for both .$ekes the proporttOns declined 

j 

" 0 
~ 

&: 

1000 

SOO 

GO.O 

400 

200 

Figure 2.2b Proportion 0/ Currenr/y MOffled Persons by 

Age Group and Sex: Reglonol Level 2001. 

The propo rtions of widowed persons Increase WIth age for both sexes (Fleure 2 2el up to qe 

group 50-54. As il can been seen from the figure, Slightly hIgher proportions of widowed fema~s 

after about age 3S as compared to males. 

Figure 2.1c Proport lon 0/ Widowed Persons by Age 
Group ond Sex: Regionol Leve/Zoo1. 

1000 
80.0 

GO.O ~ 40.0 

200 ", yt, tt 
0.0 • . • • ,. L..- i-II, 

,.~,,~ ·l1!~ ·l,.~;1 ~'.l.;l/ .:l.p"-t>· 
Ale Gtotlp 
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SECTION 11/ 

DISABILITY AND ORPHANHOOD 

This chapter presents data on Disabilrty and Orphanhood statuses of Amh.lf. rfStOn popul.bon Both 

disability and orphan hood data were collected for every member of the househokt In the 2007 

Populat ion and Housing Census. Three questions on disability status Wert Included In the census 

questionnaire to measure the status, type and cause of disabili ty Similarly, two questIOns on orphan 

hood status were included in the census questionnaire to measure the type and status of orphan hood 

3.1 Disability Status 

A person who was unable to cilrry out or limited in carrying out actnlllies that others can do due to 

congeni tal or rong term physica l/mental disabilities was identified as a disabled prrson, but short term 

difficulties due to temporary conditions were excluded. In general, a person was defintc! as disabled If 

due to physical or mental injuries could not fully perform activities that other healthy person could do 

Based on this UN definition, recommendations and the prevIOus expenences, the folloWing three baSIC 

questions were administered in the 2007 Population and Housing Census. These are," 

i) Does (NAME) have a problem of seeing, hearing, speaking and/or standing/walking/seating, 

body parts movement. functioning of hands/ legs or mental retardation or mental problem or other 

mental/physica l damages? 

ii) If yes, what is (NAME's) type of disability or problem? and 

iii) What was the cause of (NAME's) disabili ty? 

The above three questions on disability were developed in collaboration with the elCperu from the 

Ministry or labor and Social Affairs. the Conr derat ion of the Disabled and Addis Ababa University 

The 2007 Population and Housing Census excludes the followln, persons from bern, claSSified as 

disabled for they are being capable of performing act IVIties that other healthy persons coufd do. 

Persons with one eye or one ear as long as the person is able to fully perform actlVltttS in the manner 

or within the range considered normal for a human being. even if his/her other eye or ear IS bltnd or 

defective he or she is not considered as disabled person, Unlike in the 1994 census leprosy. epilepsy, , 

and mental problem (except mental retardation) were not considered as disability However, they 

could be causes of disabilities. 



n ~ co be noced thlc in che 2007 population and housing census disability data were collected for every 

member of an 1M houwhokfs (com~te count) where as in the 1994 population and housing census 

InfOfTnlhon on dlQbtilCY were coll«ted for every member from every fifth households using long 

qU6tj()nnaart on Slmpfe baStS Hence, It l.s Important to note this difference when comparing the 

r6U1U of the 2007 census dlsabihcy data wIth that of the 1994 census results. 

The fotlow,nt t.bles and &raphs Illustrate the summarized results of disability data at regiona l leve!. 
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Table 3.1 Population by Sex, Disability Status, Disability Rate and Zones: 2007. 

Both SeJf Mok$ Femoks 
All I DisQbled I Dm.bllity 

I I DisDblftl I DisDbility All I DIsDbled I Dlsobility kx Z.~ Persons Persons Ro:e All Moles Moles Rote Females Females Rtlre Rorio 

AMHARA REGION 17,221,976 198,694 1.15 8,641,580 101,522 ' 17 8,580,396 97, 172 II. lD45 • 
NORTH GONDAR 2,929,628 30,612 1.04 1,486,040 15,668 , OS 1.443,588 14,944 1.04 '0" SOUTH GONDA!!; 2,051,738 23,916 117 1,041,061 12,008 '15 1,010,677 11,908 " ' '00' -~ "'ORTII WElLO 1.500,303 20.967 "0 752,895 10.536 140 747,408 10,431 '<0 1010 SOUTHWEUO 2,518,162 32,136 1.30 1,248.698 16.803 1.35 1.270.164 15,933 125 lOSS NORTH SHEW ... 1,8J1,490 24,504 1.3. 928,694 12.725 137 908.796 11,779 1.30 'III. EASlGOJJAM 2,153,937 23,82 1 "' 1,066,716 11 .994 '12 1,087,221 U,,27 U7, 101 .4 ; I W£STGOJJAM 2.106,596 19,651 .03 l,osa.272 10,329 ... 1,048,324 9,322 .... UO.l WAGH[M1RA 42(j,213 6, 167 "s 213."5 3,024 '" 212,368 3,143 1.4' .. , 
AWl 982,942 8,S02 ... 491,865 4.1]6 ... 4Ql,On 4,166 cas , .. , ".", ..... 457,278 4.637 , ., 

227.328 .., .. , ., 22111.95(1 2,143 14' I,. IAMIIt DAft SPfClAl 221,991 2,511 "' 101,456 1.491 137 113,53'- 1.021 .10 '46 • .... GC&t. SP(OAL WERfDA ...... ... 1.91 17.110 ." '77 17,188 lSS '45 U, 



Ftgurt 3.1 Su Rotio o/Disobiftd Persons by Zones:l 007. 
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Table 3.1 and FJsure 3.1 show the levels and rates of disability among zones and the sex ratio of the 

olsabled population in Amhara region. With rega rd to disabi lity rate there was variation between zones 

from O.g to 1.9, The rat'! was higher (about 1.9) in Argoba Special Wereda b.,;;: rower (about 0.9) in Awl 

zone, When we see the sel( ratio of the disabled popu lation, the data revealed that in {he majority 

zont:s and at regional le'lel the ra tes of disability were higher among males th::n females. However in 

Waghlmera lone, Oromfya zone and Argoba SpeCia l Wereda the rates of disability were higher among 

female than male. The highest sex ra tio (146) was observed in 8ahir Oar Specia l zone while the lowest 
(88.5) was In Argoba Special Wereda. 
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Tabk 3.1 Population by ~x. Disablfity Status. Dlsob/lfry ROf~ and F/w Y,or A9f Group, Amhoro If~ 1007 
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Tibit 3 2 and ~ure 3.2 show the SIze and ra te of disability by sex & age group at regional level. As can 

be seen from flCure 3 2, dISability ra te ,among males was higher than that of females up to the ages 

,roup)()'34 On the oU~r Nnd, dtsability among females was higher than that of males in age group 

40-44 (With the e).ctption of 45-49) and llhe disability among female and male was equa l for age group 

45"'9 In ceneral disabili ty rates increase;as age advances both for males and females ( see Figure 3.2) . 

figure 3.3 Percentage Distribution 0/ Disabled Person! by Type 0/ Disability 
at Rr gional Lr~/: ZOOl . 
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hblt 3 3 PfHtnts cUt;, on dl1lbltd popu~tlOn by type at regional ,md zones level. According to the 

fHUtU Clf'JH(t.cj WI ~bte, Bltu.. Dar Speclil, West GOlJam and Awl zones recorded the highest disability 
types of 

functJorlJl lo..ver or Upper limbs jGripPIn&, Handling. Standing and Walking) which 

KC'ounts for 39.5 percent, 34 percent and 32.S percen t, respect;vely Argoba Specia l Wereda, 

W"tNmeril and Oromry~ lOMS are also rf'a)rded the highest dIsability types of diffICulty of seeing and 

blindness whICh aCCOunts for 60) percent, 56 percent and 55.4 percent, respectively. Figure 3 .3 

illust rat es the major types of dIsability at regionalleve!. As shown In the figure only two major types of 

dISabilitIes (Vision probtem and Non-functional Upper or lower Umbs) were accounted fo r more than 

78 1 percent of the total dIsabIlity types The highest disability type (about 51 percent) was d ifficulty of 

$leln8 .. od blindness. 

TDb~ 3 •• Pt'UrttD9~ DiStribution 0/ DisDb~d Ptrsons by CoUSt 0/ D{soblfity ond Zones : 1007 

~\M of Otw;!I!I1ty 
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Table 34 and Figure 3.4 show at regiona l level about 44 ~r cent of the uum of d~b4tty .... re not 

known. Postnatal or Other diseases we re the majOr tluse of dlsabfhty More tN" 24 Plr unt of 

disabled respondents reported postnatal or other diSfases as a cause of 1M" dlSitN.ly Accord "110 the 

2007 census results, in the region vehicle accident was the ftast cause of dlsatallty II ICcounu for on .... 

0.9 per cent of the total ca use of disability. There were also lanai VilrlatlOns of Vehde Accident IS I 

cause for disability. The proportion of disabled persons il) Bah" Oar Special .nd Oromiya lones who 

have reported vehicle accident as a cause of disability were 3.3 per cent and 1.9 per cent, respectl tv 

However, in Argoba Special Wereda no one has reported vehicle aCCident as a cause of his/her d,Slbilltv 
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Figure 3.4 Percentage Distribution of Disoblled P~rsons by Couse of 
Disability at Reglanol Levd: 1007. 
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3.2 Orphanhood Stat us 

The Cont inuous increase in sodal problem due to orphan hood and the hsu of topo suuested In 

the Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing Census has brou&hl about In Idea 

of collecting information on orphan hood In the 2007 Population and Housln& Census Accordu'Ctv. 

two basic questions on orphan hood status were administered to every member of I household in 

the 2007 Populat ion and Housing Census. These are: 

i. "Is [NAME's] biological mother alive?" and 

il. "Is [NAME's1 biological father alive?" 

________________________ --A. 



lJs;nc the I ·trs for thew ' .... 0 questIOnS, chUdrtn have been classified as orphaned or non. 

orphlMd Bistd on these, children ~ss than 18 years af! said to be orphaned If they have lost one 

or both 01 IM.r p.arent{s) by death Hence, Orphanhood can be defined as the condition of being a 

chald ..... Ithout 1M", btotoclUl partnts Of • child deprived by death of one or usually both of hiS/ her 

booIotoal po .... " 

FO, presentatIOn purpose the data are summarized as mother onty alive, tather only alive, both 

dKelstd 1M both alIVe. It Is Important to note that orphan hood status of children is considered 

onty In re~tlon to their btological parents, but no t attached to other kinship relations or other 
situat ions, 

Tl ble 3.5 presents the number of children less than 18 years of age by survivorship of parents, zones 

and sex Fe 3.5 shows among chjl~rer. less than 18 years of age the highest proport ion of children 

WIth mo tner onty ahve was found in Sah r Dar Special zo ne (10.5 per cent) followed by Oromiya 

zonel8 9 per cent} and Argoba Special 'Nereda. 

I 
Tob~ 3 S Proportion ofPorrnu /orCMdrrn Len tnan 18 YeaN of A-"r by !onf!J ond SrJt: 1001. 
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Tobk J.S (Coflr'd) 
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~ ........ w 
Clt/ldrrn eo .. -< lz .... Under JB PorrfllS ModIor,o",Iy 100~On'" Joe. """"U I Yt'Gf1" ~J AQr - ..... ..... .., ..... I SIo ... RTHSHEWAZ N' NO o 

Ekllh 5eKeS 100,0 .... •• " IJ 01 M.~ 101M .... •• " U 01 Female 1000 .... •• " l.l 01 EAST GOJJAM ZONE 

Both Sexes 100.0 90.3 ' 0 " .. O • Male 100.0 90. ' 5' " .. 01 Female 100.0 90.2 6.0 " .. 01 WEST GOJJ AM ZONE 

Both Sexes 100.0 88.2 70 " .. 01 Male 100.0 88.1 7.0 " .. 0, Female 100.0 88.' 7.0 " 1.1 01 WAGHEMtRA ZONE 

Both Sexes lOCI.O 91.6 ' .7 " 11 01 
MIte 100.0 91.S .. lS II 01 Female 100.0 917 " " 12 01 
AWl-ZONE 

BoU~ Sexes 100.0 'CI 55 '0 IJ 01 
M •• 100.0 911 5.' '0 IJ 01 
Female 1000 911 55 20 " 01 
OromlaZONE 

Both Se1.es 100.0 87.0 " " " 0' 
Male 100,0 87.1 .. " 17 0' 
Femah! 100.0 870 ••• 23 17 0' 
BAHtR DAR SPECIAL lONE 

Both Selles 100 0 82' 10,5 " 3S OJ 
Male 100.0 835 100 ,., JJ OJ 
Female 1000 ... 10 , " J7 OJ 
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FJr/urr J.5 Ptfcent~ OisrribcJtlon 01 Children Len thon 18 Years 0/ Ai'll!' With 
Mothn Ol'lly Alivi!' by lol'l~: 2007. 
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Fig 3 6 shows Ihat among children less than 18 yea rs of age the highest proponion of chi ldren who 

have reponed 10 have fa~N!r only alive was found to be the highest in Bahir Dar Specia l zone (3 .4 

per cent ) followed by West Gojam zone{2 .9 per cent) . 

--------, 
Figure 3.6 Pl!'rcenroge Distribution 01 Children l ess than 18 Yl!'ors 01 Age With 

Fother Ol'lly Alive:2007. 
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Table 3.6 presents children under 18 years of age by orphanhood status of parents, sex ,net 

single year age at regiona l level. The proportion of children who had lost both parenu seems to 

increase with the age. 

Tabk 3.6 Childrrn under J8 Year.J oj Age by Orphan hood Status ~x and Single Age' 1007 • 

Orphln hood SUM 

80th 
M_ 

FAther ... , 
Sell ! A.re 

Children Under P~renu ""~ O,~ PAf.nu No< 
18 Yurs of Aft! .... AJ.,. AJ .. o.cu,.. ....... 

AMHARA REGION 

Both Se~e s 100.0 898 " " IS 01 
0 100.0 97.5 II O' 0 7 02 
I 100 0 97.4 14 0 , O. 00 , 

100.0 ... 2 0 07 07 00 
3 1000 95.8 2. O' 0 7 00 

• 100 0 ." 32 12 0 1 00 , 100 0 9).7 3.' 15 O' 00 

• 1000 ,,~ " 17 O' 00 
7 100D 919 '0 20 10 00 
S 100.0 90.' S.' lJ 12 00 , lOttO .. J •• 2S 13 00 
10 100.0 !7~ " " " 01 
11 100.0 87.3 " 1I 17 00 
12 100,0 85.7 87 36 20 00 
Il 100.0 ... •• 3.1 21 01 
14 100,0 .,. 102 '0 " 01 
15 100.0 80' liS ., 27 01 
16 100.0 OOJ 11.8 ' S ,. o I 
17 100D 789 I2S .. 1I 0.7 

As can be seen from Figure 3.7 among children less than 18 years of age the highest proportIOn who 

repon ed :0 h3ve been deprived of both parent by dea th was found in Bahir Dar Spec.lo1llone (3 .5 

per cen t) followed by West GoJJam lone ( 1.8 per cent), while the lowest proportion w;u observed 

for Waghlmera lone (1.2 per cent ). 
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SECTION IV 

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

This chapte r discusses the educational characteristics of the population of Amhira (e&iO" based on 

the 2007 Population and Housing Census results. In this census, three questIons regfrdl,. educattOn 

and literacy status were asked: these are status of school attendance, educatkmal attaInment and 

literacy status. The summary results attempt to prOVide Information on school attendance and hterKY 

status of the population obtained from the 2007 along with the results of the 1994 census to faclhtate 

comparisons in order to be able to understand the changes that have been occurred over a penod of 

time. 

4.1 Literacy Status by Sex and Zones 

In the census, literacy is defined as the abihty to read with understanding and write In any langua&e 

This su~sectjon presents information on literacy status of the population as of May. 2007 Tab~ 4 1 

presents the literacy rates of population aged ten years and above by sex and zones obtamed ffom the 

two censuses (2007 and 1994). As can be seen rrum the table, less than half (about 39 9 percent) of 

the population of Amhara region were literate In 2007. The proportions of literate persons by sex 

show the eXistence of wider gap between sexes. The proportion of I,ter-Ite females (about 324 

percent) was less than their male counter parts (about 473 percent) The correspondmg figures for 

the 1994 census were 17 8 percent, 23.S percent and 12.1 percent for both sexes, male and female, 

respectively (Figure 4.1).These show that there were substantial improvements In the literacy status 

of both male and female population In thc last 12 years. 

Table 4.1 also shows that there were Significant vanations among zones concerning the literacy stann 

of the population. The hiBh('s\ proportIOn of htefCIte persons were reported in Bahl( Oar Special zone 

(about 68.5 percent) followed by SOuth Welle zone (about 47 percent), while less than one out five 

persons (17.1 percent) In Argoba special wereda were reported to be hterate In 2007. 



Tobit 4. 1 Purrntopt Dlstrlbu!/on of IItuate Population aged 10 Years and above by Sex and 
lon H · ZOO1. 

Utente{2~ Ute,-.te (1994) 

so .. BoIh ""0 ... .... ~ FerNie "" M •• F~male 

AMHAAA R£GIO'l 39.87 41.30 32.42 17.79 23.48 12.06 

f.QrrH GONDAA 3S.33 40.43 30.07 14.59 17.97 11.13 
SOVTl< ... ".66 41.78 2728 16.52 22.25 1051 rfOfmi wruo 3905 46.91 31 15 13.34 18.14 8.51 
SOVTHWEuO 4697 54 87 39.25 23.64 29.49 18.00 
hOftTH SHEW/, 45.23 52.74 37.52 20.95 27.19 14.65 
EAST GOl""'" 39.46 "'1 30.58 18.77 ~6.55 11.10 
WEST GOJAM 4057 4988 31 23 15.65 23.13 8.06 
W,t,GHEMIRA 2309 2811 18.06 5.07 8.15 1.95 A'" 40.98 4927 32.75 18.19 24.87 11.57 Of!:ON'W 

28.8 32 1 25. 1027 12 .98 7.57 
54H", OM SPfCw. 63.5 ,. 
AAGOSA SP£llAl WERfOA 

Milreover. the reglonall. teracy rate 139.9 per cenn .. ·.'<!is a!sc Slightly lower than the rate for the country 

(42 7 per cent). On the other hand, literacy rates 'Nere found io be slightly higher in South Wello zone 

(about 47 per cem) and North Shewa zone (45.2 per cent) as compared to the rate for country totai 

(427 jA:r cent) . At the time of census, about fou r Out of ten persons residing in South Well o and North 

Shewa lones were literate. Over all, the literacy rates of all zones have shown Significant improvements 

when compared to the rates observed in the 1994 census (See Figure 4.1) with the exception of Bahir 

Dar Special zone 

Flgur~ 4.1 P~rctntQge Distribution of Literate Persons by Sex 
and Census Period. 
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Table 4.2 presents the pe rcentage distribution of literate populat IOn by 'Ie ,roup The ~li shows tNt 

there were conside rable disparities in the literacy status by age. 

Table 4.1 Po~ulation 10 Years old and above by literacy rare, sex and Five Yeor Age Group, Amhora 
Region :2007. 

80th Sex M.~ ,..".~ "'_uw.tc 
Ai' All literale All Uterale AI """" ""'" Group Persons Persons Mo. M •• relTllle relTlllrt s. • ..... r._ 
AMHARA REGIO N 

Total 10' 12,277,022 4,894,964 6 150,672 2.908,970 6,126,350 1985,994 3987 07JO 3HI 
10.·14 2,398,375 1.521,626 1233,583 137.]06 1,164,691 7&'.320 6\.44 ~976 61, ,. 
IS - 19 2,086,252 1,275,531 1062,137 697,748 1,024,115 577,783 61 14 6569 "'2 
20-24 1,472,587 61C,522 719,167 393,901 7!.3,420 216,621 " .. ..n 2. " 
25-29 1,292,149 381,886 597,431 244,803 694,718 J37,0I3 2955 "',. 1973 
30- 34 966,690 275,355 474.524 186,096 49',166 19,259 " .. "" 11.14 
35·39 886, 188 259,~ 428,608 182,690 457,s.so 76,750 "21 42.62 16n 
40 - 44 694,749 177,862 345,636 !42,247 3451,113 35,615 2560 4116 1020 
4S·49 5SB,664 133,139 301,340 110,300 ;o~7.JJ4 2U39 2262 ,.60 , .. 
50·54 519,1/8 85,419 148,.73 10,835 2707oc. 1 •. S84 lfi4. 28>1 ". 
55 ·59 350,719 55,268 192,949 47,183 157,770 8,OIS 15 76 ;ZHS '12 
60·64 337,426 41,242 In.942 33,985 164.434 7,157 12 22 1965 '" 65-69 240,S62 30.290 132,488 25,449 101.07. 4, .... 1 12 S9 1921 ... 
70-74 204,205 2] c~s 105,036 17,341 9'9,169 4,714 "'" 16.51 '" 7S· 239,278 :' 329 136,258 19,086 1031°10 6,243 1059 l401 606 

From Ta ble 4 .2 it can been seen that, except for agcs 60 64, thc li te racy rales decline as agt increases for 

both sexes and found to be tow at older ages. literacy rates are very hIgh amo", population in the young 

age groups of 10-14 and 15 19 b\)th for male and female 

4.2 School Attendance 

Household members aged five years and above in the sample household were asked about stalus of theIr 

school attendance i.e ., whether they were currently attendm .. attended 'n the past or II4 ... e never 

attended any formal educa tIOn. 

As can be seen from the Table 4 .3, the proportIOn of current school .ttendllnce shows s-lnlflC.lnt 

increment as compared to the 1994 census results (about 6.7 percent in 1994 aa'IOst about 23 1 percent 

in 2007) Sahlr Oar Special zone had the hiahest proport ion 136.5 percent) of students currently .ttend,", 
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KhooII the tUM of the NUS followed by rth Shewa and South Wello lones with the proportions of 

26 S pe:r~nt I nd 26 4 percent. respKlNety. On the other hand, Argoba Special Wereda had the lowest 

ptOportlOn of currently I ttend1rll school (10.1 per cent). Among the rest of the l ones, slightly higher rate 

thin tM rite of the counuy WiJ observed In Awi and North Shewa lones with 25.2 per cent and 24.1 per 

~~ respect ety As shown In the Table 4.3 and Figure 4.2, the proportion of currently attending ~hool 

In 2001 was b 'Ner than the 1994 census results in Bahir Dar Special lo ne. For the rest of lones the 

proport IOns Wfre much higher in 2007 census compared to the 1994 census. 

Tab le 4.3: PefCtntog~ Distribution 0/ Population 5 Years Old and Above Curr~ntl'l Attending School 
by xx and Zan~ betw~e."1 1994 and 2007. 

"'I' . ... 
CU"Mt~ Attnrd#nQ CurrtnrJo; Att~rtdltlg 

lON6 TOfll1 I Mok I FrfJIQlc Totll l I Mole I fMl. 

AMHAM ~GlOH 211S 7433 21.47 '" 7.99 5.31 

HOfITH GOtoo.~ ZOfrI( 20.35 "''' 20.0 7 7.26 7.69 0.32 

SOVTH GOfoIOtJt l\»4( ~" n13 18.71 4 .95 6.21 '" 
HOI!'1'M WfUO zo,. 24.05 26.13 1l.9S S.36 6.8-1 "" ~HYll1lO LO·. ! 26.41 USl , . .,. 1<2 10. 11 6.78 

JIO«1loI K .... " lufot ,.,. ,.OS " .00 . ,. .... .. '" 
lAST GO!.IA~ lO"I~ Ul0 25.28 20.97 ,." 7.53 ' .38 
NUTGOJ.IN,.I IO .. r 2316 25., 20.98 ' .lO 7.08 , .SO 
III'AGH{'" AA zoa.. "99 13.19 12.01 2.23 3.27 ~ . 17 

•• """ 20;2\ n ... 2l.~ 6.41 7.81 5.07 

" 
, 

1S.61 16..97 14.40 4.6S •. " '" 
........ DrAA SPf.OAllON: 36.43 39 17 '39' 

The proportIOns of curren t school attendance show also variations by sex both in 1994 and 2007. Like t he 

ptI'YIOUS census 10 2001 census, the proportion of current school attendance was highe r for males in all 

lOots At regIOnal level also the proport IOn of current v.hool Clttl! r:dance was hIgher fo r males as 

compared to females 



Figure 4.2 Percentage Distribution 0/ Population 5 Yeo,," Old d ~ 
Currently Attending by Zones Amhoro . ,.1 " _ on 
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Table 4.4 presents the distributions of the population by status of school ilnendance. urb, n·rural 

residence and age. As expected, the proport ions of currently attending school dedi~s as aBe advilnces 

starting from age 10. The proportions were higher for the age group 10-14 and then suddenly drop to 

much lower rates beyond this age group at zonal level as well as in urban and rural an~as 

The variations in the proport ions of curren t school attendant by ilge between urban and rural are,s were 

very large particularly at age 10· ltl . Moreover, the resu lts in Table 4.4 show that the proportIOns of 

curren tly attending schoo l young girls of age less than 15 years were slight ly higher than the boys both In 

urban and rura l areas. But the reverse was the case for those aged 15 yea rs and above. 

In urban areas the proportions of females who reported to have a!tended school In the past wert hcher 

than their male counte r parts only for the age groups 15-19 and 20-24. Ho .... ever. In rur,l Ifeas the 

proportions of females who reported to have attended school in the past were hCher than their (Nle 

COunter parts for the young girls aged 10-14 years (See Table 4.4) 

At regional level, the proport ions of never attended school were h1ah for those who are 'aea 20 years 

and above, particularly for females. The proportions of never attended were higher .mons ferNles for all 

age group, except for .hose in the age groups 5-9 and 10-14 years, both In urban and ru~1 arNS IFcures 

4.3a - 4.3c). 
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r"bk ...... ~fUnt. Dbtributlon 0/ Populoflon S Yeo,.,. Old " nd Abov<! by School Attendance StotU$, Ape 
Gf04Ip, Su ont/ Zones : 1007. 

c:F- Currenttv Attend' 
An ended In the Pan 

" .. ~ .. ""~ '''''' ... ~ F~1N1e Total 

.,.... • IIII1IAl 2.)1.5 24 83 2147 13.88 17.8 1 9.92 62.97 ... 2.lJI 21.51 2513 ' .66 4.72 4.61 72.03 10 ·14 5322 49054 57.12 10.49 10.44 10.54 36.29 ..... ,,-'" " g 29 41SS 14.48 15.23 13.69 40.02 ,.." 20 ., 29.37 12.00 1.9.67 23.85 15.68 59.85 
,..,. 

'53 12 65 5.08 19.81 26.78 13.81 71.61 
,.. 

U , S ... ' .04 16.SO 25.42 8,02 79.21 URSAI( 

S-9 52S7 51.80 53.31 7.82 8.14 7.52 39.61 10 I" 79.27 78.98 79.53 11 .11 11.34 10.90 9.62 ..... 7l,. 77.85 ~.03 16.69 15.59 17.72 10.02 ,.." 4141 5323 31.38 36.52 35.56 37.50 21.06 25-29 20.85 26.14 16.39 47.40 54.14 41.10 3l.15 lOo '2S 12.64 6.1.2 39.32 53.11 26.55 51 .43 _URAt 

S ·9 20.7 1 1889 22.56 ' .38 '" 4.35 74.91 to. 14 5028 46.,'1 54.37 10.42 10.34 10.50 39.31 15-19 38.64 4267 34.36 U .93 IUS 12 6) 47.43 
,..,. 

'''' 23.94 7.93 15.98 21.18 11 .10 68.33 
, .. ,. 

6.42 10.3 1 3.08 14.95 22.02 8.85 78.63 lOo 3.28 5.03 1.47 13.80 21.93 SAO 82.92 

Figure 4.30 Population 5 Years Old and Over by School Attendance, Sex and Age 
GrouP/Zoo7 (Currently Attending). 
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Flgur~ 4 .• ~b Population 5 Years Old ond Abov~ by School Atr~ndonc~, Sex 
Age Group: 1007 (Att~nded In the Past). 

Age Group 

'-'-Mofe ___ Female 

Figure 4.3c Populorfon 5 Yeors Old and Above by School Att~ndonCl, Sex 
and Age Group :2007 (Never AttendedJ. 
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5.1 Introduction 

SECTION V 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY STATUS 

According to the 2007 Populat ion and Housing Census, the term economic actIVIty status refers to the 

size and distribution of the work force of economically active and non active population Persons aled 

ten yea rs and over who were engaged or available to be engaged in the productKln of economiC 

goods and services during a given reference period were classified as economkally KtlVt, while those 

who were ne ither engaged nor available to be engaged in the production of economic goods and 

se rvices during a given reference period were considered as economically non-acl ive. 

In the 2007 Populat ion and Housing Census. both the current and usual status approaches were used 

in urban and rural areas in the collection of data on economic activity status. The maIn difference 

between the two approaches is the length of the reference periods, that is, the current status 

approach refers to the short reference period of the last seven days whIle the usual status approach 

refers to the long reference period of the last twelve months pnor to the census date 

In this census, economic activity is defined as work. which Involves the productIon of goods and lor 

services for sale or exchange. In addItion, productIon of goods and seN ices for own consumption Of 

own use is conside red as economic activity. These include production of primary products 

(agriculture, hunt 109, fishing, forestry and logging. and mining and quarrying), for own consumptIOn; 

processing of primary products bv the producers themselves; productIOn of other commodi tIes where 

part of it is sold on the market; and own account construction and fixed asset formation (expected Me 

use of one Vea r or more). Such economic activities could be performed for an Indivtdual, family or 

private enterprise, government establishment and/ social organlziJtlon, 

For generating data on unempk)Vment, an optIOn of the completely r laxed ...... hlCh Is based on both 

seekinS and availability crlterliJ of unemployment defimtlon is used ,n the 2007 PopulJihOn and 

Housing Census The completely relaxed definitIOn of unemployment referJ to perwns WIthout work 

but willing to take up \'Jork for wage or salary In locally prt'laliing term In other word, ttlt 

unemployed populat ion consists of those who were not work,", but currtnlly aV<llliJble for won 

dunng the reference penod ThIS includes those who were and were not acuvely seeklOl for wont Of 

dIscouraged JOb seekers 

t 



S. 1 Econom ic Activity Rau 

EconomIC KlNlty ~t6lre tMlher In rural areas where most persons are self-employed in thdr fa rms 

or other actiVity tNn In the urban areas where some specialized skills are required for access to 

r mpktymenl Urban disparities In economic activity according to sex are wider than in the rura l areas 

Is.. F"ur. 5 I), 
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~ 60 < 
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0 

Figure 5. J (conomic Activity Rate by Sex in Amhoro 
RegIon :1007. 

AMHAJIA ~H;ION Rural 

Residence 

. Ma~ 

During the 2007 crnsus, about seven males out of 10 (75.8 per cent) and six females out of 10 (62 .9 

per cent) of etonomkal/y active age were recorded as having been economically active during the 

reference period considered. In general, Amhara region men were found to be more economically 

actIVe than the women (75.8 " against 62 .9 %, See Figure 5.1). 

Figure 5.2 (conomic Activity Rote by Sex and Zones :2007. 
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As it is seen in Figure 5.2, in gerreral i'rl Amhara relJ.on the h~h I Ie 
D '0 tS tCOOOr'" KINltv rItes were 

recorded in Argoba Special Wereda Oro miya Wa" H.mera and WIG ' I.. es oJam ZOnts while the Jowen 

rate was observed in the Bahir Daf~;ial zone. Wide disparities among the sexe re observed 10 

the North Gonder (19.9), North Sh ~ 3 (19.1) and North Wollo lones. Smaller dIffer e In «OnomlC 

activity pa rticipation by sex was no · ... d in West Go}am zone . 
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Figure 5.3 Econ~"m,; Adr'lity Rote by Age Group and 

Urban· Rura', Amhora Region: 2007. 
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Figure 5.3 shows economic activity rate by age group In rural and urban areas of Amhara region 

Participation in economic act ivity was observed to start rather early in the region, especIally among 

the rural ch ildren, where about S out of every 10 of them were already adlVe at age )0 years as 

opposed to lout of 10 urban r hildren. On the other hand, economic actIVIty rates In urban areas are 

found to increase rapidly with untit age of 34, where about 8 of every 10 rural persons an! 

economIca lly active, and then remain constan t up to age 49, then aher it declines However, in rural 

areas (conomic activity ra tes remain as high as up to till age S9 unlike the urban areas This todledles 

that, Amhara region rural persons spend all their h~ in working 

5.3 Employment status 

Employment status of a person indicates the ttvel of mvotvemtnt and degree of decislOn-maklnlln 

reS~lve activity. In thiS census, employment sl al llS is classIfied as paid employtes (Government 

employees, NGO's employees and domestic employees) and other employees lsetf empk>yed un~id 

famlty workers, apprentice, members of cooperatIVes and others) . 
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flgu~ 5. 41 Paid and UnpoJd Employu Persons by Age Group in Amhara Region 
:1001. 
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As it can be seen In Figure 5.4 in Amhara region a higher proport ion of more pa id employees among 

the 1~29 year age segment than the other age groups was observed. Th is may be due to an 

increasing in number of younger persons with more diverse skills and have improved their chances of 

access to pa id employment (7.8 per cent) than it is the case among either persons in age group 30-59 

(6.1 per cent) or aged 60 and above years (2.5 per cent ). 

When one examines the case of aU persons in paid employment, it is evident that at the young and 

old ages, though there are relatively fewer persons in paid employment. There are less disparities 

among the sexes in older ages. In all ages, there are a higher proportion of paid males as compared to 
pa id females. 
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Figure 5.5 Percentage of Paid Employed Persons by Age Group and 
Sex, Amhora Region :1007. 
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However, as the age increases, there were more males in paid employment than females The' hiChest 

proportions of persons in paid employment are to be found in the 2()"24 year ale seament. Beyond 

60 year age segment, the difference in proportion tends to diminish gradually such that as from are 

50, about 6 males and 2 females out of every 100 economlcaliV actlVf persons were In paid 

employment (See Figure 5.S). 

5.4 Unemployment Rote 

Figure 5.6 shows unemployment rate by place of residence in Amhara region between 1994 and 

2007. According to the figure. the regional unemployment rate was 1.0 percent in 1994 willie it 

showed an increment in 2007 (1.9 percent). Comparing urban employment rale, it was 11 .8 and 14.3 

percent in 1994 and 2007, respectively. Similarly, rural unemployment rate In 1994 was 0.3 percent 

while in 2007 it was 0.6 percent (See figure 5.6). 
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Figure 5.6 Unemployment Rate by Place 0/ Residence In Amhara 
Regfon between 1994 and 1007. 
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SECTION VI 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND CONDITIONS 

In the 2007 Population and Housing Census housins unit is defined as a .separa e and Indepe~nt 

place of abode intended for habitation or not intended for habitation but occupied as a livH'IC quarter 

by a household at the time of the census. A housing unit may at the t ime of census be OCCUpIed by 

one or more households or may be used partially for living partly used for establishment ThIs 

definition of housing unit is consistent with the 1994 census. Housing In' rmalion was collected for all 

occupied residen tial and partially residential housing units on 20 perCil,nt sample bases. Durtng the 

enumeration, when a housi ng unit was occupied by more than one ~uschold, enumerators we re 

instructed to collect information on housing from one household only. 

6.1 Structural Type 0/ Housing Units 

As can be seen from Tables 6.1a, 6.1b (See Annex) and Figure 6.1 the 2007 census results show that 

in Amhara region 98.6 percent of housing units were permanent type. The correspond1nt figures for 

urban and rura l areas were 98.1 percent and 98.7 percent , respectively. On the other hand, 

improvised, mobile and other type of housing untt constituted 1.4 percent, 0.02 percent and 0.01 

percent, respectively. 

The proportions of permanent type of housing units vary by zones rangina from 98.2 percent In 

Drom!a zone to 97.3 percent in North Gonder zone. However, in urban areas of these zones, except 

Argoba Special Wereda (which has only ru ral areas) about 9 ou t of 10 of the houslna units were 

permanent type. 

Figure 6.1 Percentage Distrlbutlan 01 Housing Units by Type, Amhara 

R~glon :2007. 
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r.ure 62 ShaHS that the proportJo}1s of permanent housing units have changed over time, 

Jnansll-. from 96.8 percent In 1994 to 98.1 percent in 2007. On the other hand, the proportions 

of improvised, mobile and other type of housing unit have declined from 2.S percent, 0.1 percent 

and 0.1 percent In 1994 to 1.9 percent, 0.()4 percent and 0.01 percent in 2007, respectively. 

Flgurr 6.2 P~rctntogt Distribution of Housing Units by Type Between 
1994 and ZOO7. 
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6.2 Source of Drinking Woter 

From the 2007 Population and Housing Census resu lts shown in Table 6 .2 (See Annelf) and Figure 

6.3 below, househOlds l iving in about 47.6 percent of the housing units were using safe drink ing 

water supplv as the main SOurce of drinking water at regional level. Table 6.2 also Indicates that 

at regional level households living in urban housing units were much more likely (91.S percent) to 

have used safe water as a main source of drinking water as compared to households living in 

rUfal housing units (39.6 percent ). 
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Figure 6.3 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units ey Sofe Drinking 
Wot~r Supply, Amhoro Regiolt :2007. 
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In terms of access to safe drinking water as a main source of drlnklnJ W1ter, there Wfre 

significant disparities between housing units in urban and rural arus by lone Tab~ 6 2 ShoW11n 

urban areas, except Argoba Special Wereda (which has only rural areas) 81 percent or more of 

the housing units had access to safe water supply as a main source ot dflnklOi water where as m 

rural areas the proportions were less than 40 percent in eish! zones In other word, the bul 

proportions of rural households were gening drinking water mainly from unprotect~ well or 

spring and river/lake/pond . 

In general, there were disparities in access to tap water among zones WIthin the reSton both In 

urban and rural areas. At zonal level, more than 85 percent of the housing units in Bahir Dar 

Zone had access to safe water fa cilities as opposed to only 28.3 per cent In Argoba SpeCIal 

Wereda(See Figure 6.4) . 

Over all, as shown In Figure 6.4 half or more of the housing units In Bahir Dar Special, Oromia, 

South Wollo and North Wallo zones had access to safe water faCi lity as a main source for dnnkma 

water. But less than half of the housing units in the rest of zones Within the relicn had safe water 

supply. 
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FIQu,~ 6.4 Prrcrntoge Disrribution 01 Housing Units by Sole Drinking Wotrr 
and Zonrs :ZOO7. 
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Fllute 65 shows that there ..... ere considerable improvements in access to safe water over th e 

tan 12 years. AI re,lonallevel, the proportion of housing units which had safe water facility has 

incrused from 21.4 percent in 1994 to 47.6 percent in 2007. 

On the other hand, regionallv there were declines in the proportions of housing units which had 

access to unprotected well/spring and river/lake!pond as a main source of drinking water from 

ibout 42.0 percent and 36.3 percent in 1994 to 31.8 percent and 20.6 perce nt in 2007, 
respectively 
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F;9ur~ 6.5 P~rcefttoge Distribution of Housing Units by Sof~ 
Wottr as Source of Drinking between 1994 and 2007. 
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6.3 Availab ility of Toilet Facility 

According to the results of the 2007 census, the majority of the housing units (a bout 75 .6 percent) in 

Amhara region had no toilet faCility . Table 6.3 (See Annex) and Figure 6.6 reveal that about 62 .8 

percent of housing unit urban and 17.5 percellt in rural areas had a toi let facili ty. 
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Figure 6.6 Peu;entoge D;fiributlon of Housing Units With Totle t 
Focillty, Amhoro R~gion :2007. 
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The proport ions of housing units that had toilet facili ty 'Vary by zones and place of residence In a. 

zones, except Argoba Special Wereda (which has only rural areas) urban hausln. unru were more 

likely to have a toilet fac ility than housing units in the rural areas. Moreover, Lonal vanatlOflS 'Here 

significant and it ranges from 5.5 percent in Afgoba Special Wereda to 56.5 percent in Bah!r Oar 

Special zone (See Figure 6.7). 
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Figure 6.7 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units Wlrh To/kr Facility find 
Zones : 1007. 
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Figure 6.8 show that at regional level the proportion of housing units With toilet facdity have Increased 

from 5.8 percent in 1994 to 24.4 percent in 2007. 
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FIgure 6,8 Percentage DistrIbution oj Housing Units by Avallabilityof 
Ta lfr t Facility between 1994 and 1007, Amhoro Region, 
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6A StatU1 0/ Occupancy 

As deptCted WI Tlbft 6 4 (See Annex), at felional level about 97.2 percent of the housing units were OCCupied 

by one household only, ilbout 2.7 ~cent bv two households and 0.1 percent of the housing units were 

occupied by ttvee Of more hoosehofds. More tnan 96.0 percent of the housing units in rural and urban areas 

of the country were occupied by one household. In general, more than nine out of ten of urban housing units 

In all 1006, txcept ArJoba Spedal Wereda (which has only rural areas), were occupied by one household 

ontv- How et. about 5 percent of the housing units in urban areas of the South Wello zone were occupied by 

lWO or mOfe households. 

6.5 Type 0' tlphtlnp 

In the 2007 census information on the type of lighting was collected both in urban and rural areas .The 

Summilry results ilre presented in Table 6.5 (See Annex). The results shows that at regional level 11.9 

percent o f housing units were using electricity for lighting. As expected there are very large discrepancies 

between urban and rural in terms of the type of lighting. 

g 
• M • , 
• u • • • 

Figure 6.9 Percentage Distribution 0/ Housing Units With Electr;citr 
as Source 0/ Ughting :1007. 
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As shown in Table 6.5 (See Annu) and Figure 6.9, about 71 percent of the housing units in urban areas 

teport~ to h~e electricity compared with only 1.2 percent housing units of rural areas. Moreover, Figure 6.10 

indlCiltl!S l hat the proPOrtions of housing units In urban area with electricity have increased from 55.2 percent 
in 1994 to 70.7 percent In 2007. 
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Flflur~ 6.10 Perc~ntage Distribution 0/ HousIng Units Whh Elfflric;ty 

as Source 0/ Lighting/or Urban Areas Amharo R~fan 
8~tween 1994 and 1007. 
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6.6 Tvpe of Waste Disposal 

Type of w aste disposal is one the information collected In the 2007 census. The results for urban areils 

presented in Table 6.6 (See Annex), except Argobal Special Wereda (which has only rural areas) shows 

that at regional level 46.7 percent of the households residing in the housln, unIts of urban aren were 

using open space beh ind the housing unit to dispose solid wastes, 14 7 percent said the wastes were 

collected by M unicipality / Pr ivate Establishments/ IndIvidual, 29.0 percent said they burry/burn. 

The pmpt):"t ions of households who were using open space behind the housinS unit r iUlieS from about 

19.7 per cent in South Wollo lOne to 69 percent in West Gojjam zone 
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Figure 6.11 Percentoge Dirtribution 0/ Housing Uni ts by Ty~ of Waste OispostJ / 
and Zonl!S f or Urbon Arl!DS :2001. ... , .... P J 100.0 ". .... 
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6.7 ry~ of T~nu,c 

Tenure refm 10 lhe arr~rcements under which he household occupi:!d its Irving quarters. In Amhara 

rea·on .bout as percent of the housing units were owner occupied as observed from the 2007 

Poput.uon.nd HousH"" Ce-tsUS resoh. Figure 6. 1~ shows that smaller proportion of housing units in 

urlNn areas were O-Nnfr occupied (about 39.1 percent ) as compared housing units in rural areas (93.3 

perCIMI) . 

The type of tenure system also varies by zones . As can be seen from Table 6.7 (See Annex) and Figure 

6 13, except ""Iobal Spec.al Wereda (which has only rural areas) among urban areas the highest 

Proportloo of owner occupied housing units was observed In Wag Hlmera lone (53 .2 percent), followed 

by North Wallo lone (50.9 percent) where as the lowest proportion of owner occupied housing units 

were found In North Shewa lone (32.2 percent). 

!: 
f • 
i 

Figure 6.11 Percenro~ Distribution of Housing UniYf by Type of 
Tenure, Amhoro Region :1001. 
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6.8 Household Durable Goods 

Tables (See Annex) 6.8, 6.9 and 6.10 provide information on he proportion of households ~ 

three household durable goods by urban-rural residence. These Indicators ilre usuillty COtt5ldered as a 

proxy measure of the socia-economk status of households. 

6.8.1 Avoilabmry 0/ Radio 

According to the 2007 census results, in Amhara region 28.1 percent of the housing unit had radIO. 

Within the region there is urban-rural variation in the proponion of availability of radio. Households 

residing in about 56.9 percent of urban housing units had radio as compared 22.9 percent of housing 

units In rural (See Table 6.8 on Annex) and Figure 6.14. The possession of radio by zone also varies 

conSiderably. The proportions, except Argoba l Special Wereda (which has only rural areas) range from 

36.2 percent in Wag Himera zone to 70.7 percent In Bahk Oar Special zone. 

~ 
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Figure 6.14 Percentage Distdburfon ofHousinfl Units by 
AvaiJobility of Radio, Amhoro Region: 1001. 
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F{gure 6.15 Percent"fle Dfstributfon " / H"uslng UnIts by AlI'Qlloblliry 0/ Rodlo rInd 
::Onf!s lor Urbon Arf!OS :2001. 
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Filure 6.16 shows I~t in the region there was SignifICant roeilSe in 1he pt'oponlOn of houSinc UniU 

that had radio In the lu t 12 years and the percentale Incrtase Wit 218 percent (3S 1 percent In 1994 

and S6.9 percent In 2007). 
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1/gun! 6.16 P~rcpnrbge DirtrlbU1lon 0/ Housing Units by 
Avoilob/llty of Radio at Region L~~ between 
1994 and 2007. 
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6.8.1 Availability 0/ Television 

Figure 6 17 ind,cates about 2.3 percent of the toral of housing units in Amhara region, 14 percent in 

urban and about 02 percent in rural areas had television. As can be seen from figure 6.18 the 

prOportIOn of the housing units that had television varies by region. Only 7.1 percent of housing units 

had televisIon 10 West Go.iJam lone as compared to 27.7 percent of housing ullits in Bahir Oar Special 
zone. 

Figu~ 6.17 P~rcentoge Distribution of Housing Units by 

Availability of Television at Regional Level: 2007. 
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Figuf~ 6.18 Perc~nrQge Distribution of HOUling Un;u by AlIO/lotHlity 0/ Tdtvislon 
and Zones for Urbof! Areas :2007. 
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The proportion of households who owned television went from 2.5 percent In 1994 10 14.0 percent in 

2007 (Figu re 6.19). 

Figure 6.J9 ~rcenroge Distribution 0/ Housing Units With Television at lor 
Urban Art!'os ot Regional LLveI ~et!'n 1994 and 2007. 
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6.8.3 Availability a/Telephone 

• Hat rv 

As Table 6.10 (See Annex) alld Figure 6.20 indicate abOtJt 2.2 per cent 0' houstng uniu of the rrclO(l had 

telephone. The households living in urban area housing UOIts had a higher proportion (about 13 per cent) 

as compared to households residlnl in rural area housina uniU (O.2 percent)_ The da~ reveals that about 

21.3 per cent of houslnl units in Bahir Dar Special lone and 1 1 percent In West GoiJam lone had 

telephone. 
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FIg~ 6.10 PIfernt'. Oisrribllrlon 01 Housing Un(ts by AI/of/ability 01 
r~kphoM. R~g;ono' L~v~/: Z007. 
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FIgure 6.11 PercrnroQe Dlstriburion 01 HOI/sing Units by AI/oflabflir'l 01 Telephone 

ond lones for Urban Areas :2001. 
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The proponion of household owning telephone Went from 4.0 percent In 1994 to 13.0 percent in 2007 
(Fl,ure 6 22) . 
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Figure 6.22 P~rcentage Distribution 0/ Housing Units by 

Al/ollobWry 01 Te/~phone at Region Level/or Urban 
A~os between 1994 ond 2007. 
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TQbk 6.10 Percentage Oisrtlbution of Houling Un its by Type', lOMJ Qnd U,bo n AI'ros.: 2007. 

I G ... "'f/!/<a/ .., .. I ~ I ",-...1 :~:r:. I ~- I 
AMHAAA REGION ' 0000 91.60 13. .02 00. 
URBAN '0000 ..... . .. . .. 00. 

Nonh GONOM lONE 100.00 97.30 26' 007 000 
URBAN 100.00 9736 260 0." 000 
SOI.ffii GONOM l ONE 100.00 9513 1. 14 002 0.01 
URBAN 100.00 98.36 .60 '0' 0.01 
NORTH WEUO ZONE 100.00 91.73 '25 .0. 0.01 
URBAN 100.00 9Ul ." ... .02 
SOUTH Wnto ZON~ 100.00 98.81 117 .0. 0.01 
URBAN 100.00 986J '30 0.02 .OS 
NORTH SHEWA lONE 100.00 99" 0" . 00 0.01 
URBAN 100.00 99" 063 0.01 0,01 
EAST GOJAM lONE 100.00 .. " OOS '01 0.00 
URBAN 100.00 98.97 .02 .0. .00 
WEST GOJAM ZONE lOIHIO 9Ul ... 0.0. .0. 
URBAN 100,00 98.92 • 0' .OS 00. 
WAGHEMIRA ZONE 100.00 9182 UO 0.02 000 
UROAN 100.00 .. " 0.1' .00 000 
AWl· lONE ]00,00 9Ua 1S2 000 0.00 

URBAN 100.00 99.]7 061 0.0. 000 
OflOMlALON£ 100.00 "" In .02 0.01 

UR'" 100.00 96.15 31. 001 000 
BAHIR DAR SPECIAl ZONE .0000 " ., 53] 019 0.00 

URBAN . 0000 9319 , .. 0.21 000 
ARGOSA SPEOAl wfREOA 100,00 99" 0.61 0.00 000 

~ 0.00 000 000 OEL 000 
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r/JOIt &.Jb "r"rfH~ Ohtrlbvtlol1 of Housing Units by rype. ZOI'JrJ ond Rural AreoJ: 1007. 

I, ......... "'" I I ~--V rrJ!!Ei Houslllg iJnlt 

i"J Tatof ijmp'o .... i Mobi~ COtIlIMtionoI 

AMHAM AfGIQ"4 100.00 " .00 L3I 0.02 0.01 
.V .... 100.00 98.69 1.29 0.02 0.00 

HCNmt GONOAA lON( 100.00 97.30 >" 0.07 0.00 
. U .... 100.00 97.29 1.64 0.07 0 .00 

SOUTH GOfIDM ZO NE 100.00 98.83 Ll< 0.02 0.01 
. UAAl 100.00 98.89 1.08 0.02 0.01 

HOIU M W(UO ZO N( 100.00 98.73 1.25 0.01 am 
'UAAl 100.00 98.75 1.24 om 0.01 

SOUTH WElLO ZONe 100 00 98.81 1.17 am 0.01 
' URAI. 100.00 98.84 1.]5 0 .01 am 

NCHITH SHEW ... ZONE 100.00 99.33 0.66 0.00 0.01 
' URAI. 100.00 99.33 0.66 0.00 0 .01 lAST GOMM lONE 100.00 99.34 0.65 0 .01 0.00 
'URAI. 100.00 99.40 0.59 0.00 0 .00 WESTGOJAM ZONE 

100.00 98.92 1.06 0.01 0 .01 
'URAI. 100.00 93.92 1.07 0.01 0 .01 WAGH[MIIlA lONE 

100.00 98.82 1.16 0 .02 0.00 
'URAl. 100.00 98" 1.25 0.02 0 .00 AWl - ZONE 

100.00 98.48 LS1 0.00 0.00 
' URAl 100.00 98.31 1.69 0.00 0 .00 OfIOMIA lO~E 

100.00 98.21 1.77 0.02 0.01 
RURAL 100.00 98.42 1. 56 om 0.01 8AHIR OAR SP£ClAl zo,. ~ 

100.00 9·1.48 5.33 0.19 0.00 
'URAl 100.00 97.70 2.25 0.05 0 .00 ARGO .... SP£OAl WEREOA 

100.00 99.33 0.67 0.00 0.00 
' URAl 100.00 99.33 0.67 0.00 0.00 
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Tab¥ 6.2 Pe"~ntag~ Distribut ion of HOusing Units by Sourclt 0/ Drinking Wottr, Zonf: and 
Urban -Rural : 2007. 
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'.WI fJ ht«"f~ DrtRrlhnJM of HowItw;J Ullfb br AvoIJobillry of 'olkt 'tleNiry, ZOfl~ Urbofl - R",ro l 
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Tobk 6.4 Prrcelltage Distribution 01 Housing Units by Status of Occupancy and Region for Urban: 2007. 

SfgtU$ 0/ OccupanC)l Holl$dlokh 
AJ/ n"er Total ,.., 

I "" .... On. "'" HouH hokJ$ NlNfIberof Housing 

'" Am ""'" Housdlold Ho~hold$ ondAbow "".- Unit 

AMKARA R£GON 100.0 97.2 2.7 0.1 3965184 1.03 

...." 100.0 96.3 3.' 0.3 615881 1.041 

Rurll 100.0 97.3 2.' 0.1 3349303 1.028 

NORTH GONDAA ZONe UFi6AN 100.0 96.5 3.3 0.2 128963 1.03S 

SOI.JTM GONDAR ZONE URBAN 100.0 ".S 3.1 0.1 52887 1.034 

NORTH wnLO lOt~E URBAN 100.0 96.1 3.' 0 .. 44285 1.'" 
SOUTt1 WEllO ZO NE URBAN 10(1.0 93.9 5.2 D.' 85501 1.013 

NORTH SHEWA ZONe URBAN 100.0 95.6 ' .1 0.3 70553 1.049 

EAST GOJJAM ZONE URBAN 100.0 97.0 2.7 0.3 66234 1.034 

~TGO»AMZONEUR8AN 100.0 97.2 2.' 0.2 57063 1.031 

WAGHEMIRA ZONE URBAN 100.0 96.7 3.0 0.2 "'" 1.035 
AWl-lONE URBAN 100.0 97.5 2.3 0.2 34910 1.027 

OROMIA lONE URBAN 100.0 ,.3 3.3 0.' 13502 1.042 

BAHIR DAR SPECIAL ZONE UR BAN 100.0 9i.7 2.2 0.1 53093 1.026 

~GOBA SP~C~.zo/l;E URBAN 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0 0 
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,_ 1.1 ~rc~nr"9~ Oinrlbution 0/ Housing Un its by Type 0/ Wast~ Disposol ond R~glon /or Urbon A'~os: 2007. 

Ty~ 0/ Waste Disposal 
00<. 

Coll«t~ Spoc~/ 
CollurnJ byPrIW1t~ ~hindth~ Dump 

I b y Estobllsll~nts Housing ;. Bum .- Totol Munldpo/ity / lndMduols Unit RI~, / Bury "'h~ 

AMAHRA REGION URBAN 100.00 13.01 1.64 46.65 9.06 29.03 0.61 

NOItTH CiOHOER ZONE URBAN 100.00 18.28 1. ... 56.19 9.49 14.07 0.52 
SOUTH GONO£R ZONE URBAN 100.00 6.37 1.16 53. 19 3.17 35.42 0.69 
NOATH WOlLO URBAN 100 00 1.29 'OS 35.90 23.22 36. 99 0.54 
SOtITH WOlLO ZONE URBAN 100.00 12.44 3.04 19.65 14.59 49.78 0,49 
NORTH S~[WA ZOrlE URBAN 100.00 5.88 0.49 37.66 16.04 38.82 1.10 
EAST GOJJAM ZONE URBAN 10000 3.96 0.58 61.25 3.38 30.38 0.45 
WESt GOJ./AM URBAN 100.00 8.Q3 0 ... " .96 2.37 19.76 0.45 
WNJ HIMfM lONE URBAN 100,00 7.33 0.18 55.97 21 .65 12.34 2.53 
AWl ZONE UA8.AN 100.00 2.32 1.61 60.26 2.03 33.54 0.23 
~Ot.11A lONE UIUlAN 100.00 13.43 5.30 25. 16 12.17 41.78 2.17 
BAHIA OAR. SPf:CA1 ZONE URBAN 100.00 5100 3.52 32.48 0.60 12.13 0.27 AAGOaA SPEClAl WEREDA 
U, ... 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 000 0.00 

........ ----------------.. 



T.W. ~. 1 P/ffUtUopr O/nrliunlolt oj Ho4Ilhtp UnhJ 0)/ Type 01 Telture altd Regiolt /or Urbalt Arecu ,: 2001. 

-
- - .. r. T~ItW_ 

It~ntftl If_r.H IfCf'lI~ 
RmlN frGlft HOf/f_ ,- fr_ 0< ...... 0..- R_, - R~", "''- -. -.- , '~aI "" • ,," /I(_IM,. A ~""""'zO(Jo.. -- km 

, 
"'-

, 
AMHAAA !!EGlON 

100.00 84.97 4.57 H" "'0 0.13 8.10 0." 
U .... 

100.00 3913 5.26 •. " 0.48 0.37 45.§9 O. U RURAL 
100.00 9329 4.44 0.14 0", 0." ] _01 O.OJ NORTH GONDER lONEURBAN 
10llOO ],:1.42 5.71 8.46 0 .37 0 .43 46.46 0 .15 

il: SOVTH GON[)[R lONE URBAN 
100.00 4620 5.68 5.57 0.15 0.20 41.04 ~" 

NORTH WOllO 20NE URBAN 
1(10.00 SO." 6.25 9.16 0.25 0 .14 32.67 0.06 SOUTH WOllO lONE URBAN 
, ~OO 38.62 5.]1 14.25 1.61 0.48 39.51 0 .15 NORTH 5HEWA lONE URBAN 
100.00 ]2.19 5.16 13.08 0.24 0 .]5 48.86 '" EAST GOJAM ZONE URlAN 
JOO.OO 37.38 4.33 8 .63 0.2!1 0.55 48.83 O.OJ WEST GOJAM lONE URBAN 
100.00 34.20 4.21 6.24 0.05 0 .35 54.75 0.20 WAG HEMIRA ZONE URBAN 
100.00 5].20 4.63 2.94 0 .66 0.18 38.33 0.06 AWl ZONE URBAN 
100.00 38.40· 5 .14 5.93 0.25 0.21 49.91 0 .10 OROMIA lONE URBAN 
100.00 4 2.4 2 6.55 10.53 0 .66 0.54 39.19 0 .11 BAIR OAR SPECIAL ZONE URBAN 
100.00 38.88 5.18 6.11 0.64 0 .36 48.75 0.00 ARGOSAl SPECIAL WEREDA URBAN 

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 NB : Ar90bo Speciol Wereda has all/y rural oreos. 



rf1bk 6.8 P~"~nragr Oinrlbution of Housing Units by AI/oi/ability of Rf1dlo, RegIon and Urbo".. Rural; z007. 

IG!co~I"~ I H:~·I R""~ _Rod,. I Hos No RotIio 

N. I " He I " 
AMtWtA REGION 3849141 1081966 28.11 2767175 71.89 

URBAN 591428 336241 !>G.B5 255187 43.15 
RlJAAl 3257713 745725 22.89 2511988 77. 11 

NORTH GO NOM 20NE 631509 176103 27.89 455406 72. 11 
URBAN 124273 67503 54.32 56770 45.68 

RURAL 507236 108600 21.41 398636 78.59 
SOVTH GONOAA ZONE 453659 92914 20.48 360745 7952 

UR BAN 51143 27225 53.23 23918 46.n 

RURAL 402516 65689 16.32 336827 83.6!1 

NORTH WELLO ZONE 343504 69180 20.14 274324 , .. , 
URBAN 424 .. 19920 46.97 22489 53.03 

'URAl 301095 49260 16.36 251835 8364 
SOUTH WEllO ZONE 574380 176205 30.68 398175 69.32 

U'SAN 79670 53209 66.79 :~l 33.21 

'URAl 4!)4710 122996 "" 371714 15.14 

NORTH 5HEWA ZONE '1323.4 136031 32.92 2n191 6708 

U,"'" 67266 
_I 

eo" 26625 39.51 

'URAl 345 ... 95396 2757 250572 72.43 

£AST GOJJN.1 ZONE 492481 131492 2792 354995 12.oa 

'JRSAN ""' .. 33614 5H9 30'67 4741 

RURAL 428451 103118 2423 324633 75.17 

WEST GOJJAM 20NE 466491 151091 3239 '15400 6161 U, ..... 55363 28426 5],]4 26937 48,66 

R!'RAl 411128 ] 22664 ,." , ..... 7016 

W.t.GH(MIRA 10~E 98222 "668 13 92 . ,,'" " .. 
URBAN 8297 '999 36 IS "" UIS 

'UAAl 69925 '''''' 1186 79256 88.14 

AWl · ZONE 209556 67233 '"'' 142]23 67.92 

U, ... 33986 11156 5342 1"30 ..... 
'URAl 115570 49017 "95 12649] 72.05 

OlIDMlAlOM 97557 21110 2U2 mn ,." 
U'''' 1324J "86 5'" S3" ."" 

'URAl 84716 13294 IS 69 71422 ... " 
1Nt~ OM SPf:CIAl ZONE 61250 40'" 655Z 21116 " .. 

URIAN 511~ 
_I 

7073 lSI ' "n .U .... 9506 ,m ]111 .. 13 'U, 
AAGOaA. 5r£ClAl W[~[DA .." 730 1059 '''' .... 

UII",,,, 0 0 000 " .,-0 
'UIW. .,,, 730 1." "" -.!?~l 

87 


