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THE ANALYSIS OF VITAL EVENTS

(BIRTH, DEATH, MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE EVENTS)

I. INTRODUCTION

Central Statistical Office* initiated an Experimental
Sample Vital Registration System (ESVRS) in rural Ethiopia
in September 1982 as part of its on-going Rural Integrated
Houserold Survey Programme (RIHSP). Tke main objective of
the 1982 Experimental Sample Vital Registration System
(ESVRS) was to study changes in population size, age-sex
composition and population dynamics, as a result of vital
events: namely, births, deaths and migration (in/out).
The sample vital registration was also designed to provide

data on marriages and divorcesa.

The ESVRS was based on a probability sample of Farmers'
Associations, the lowest administrative tier of rural
Ethiopia. Like other surveys under Rural Integrated
Household Survey Programme (RIHSP), the ESVRS was designed
to cover 500 FAs, about 2.6 percent of the total FAs, and
all the households in the selected FA's of the sedentary
rural areas of 12 out of 14 administrative regions
(excluding Eritrea and Tigray regions). Farmers'
Association (FA's) constituted the primary sampling unit
(PSU) of the survey. There were 18,989 Farmers'
Associations in 12 administrative regions. These were
distributed throughout the regions in 77 provinces,
(Awrajas) with an average of about six strata per region.
These 77 provinces were the first stage of stratification.

Within each stratum, the Farmers' Associations were used as

# It is now known as Central Statistical Authority.



the Primary Sampling Units (PSUs). The allocation of 500

PSUs to 12 regions took into account the size of the

administrative region with additional restriction of
selecting at least 34 PSUs from a given region. After
allocating five hundred (500) PSUs to 12 regions, the number
of Farmers' Associations (i.e., PSUs) to be selected from
each stratum i.e., provinces (Awraja) has been determined
such that it is proportional to the number of FAs in each of
the provinces (awraja). The Farmers' Associations (the
primary sampling units) were selected without replacement
with probability proportional to size (PPS), size being the
number of Farmers' Associations (For details of the design
and selection procedures of sample, See CS0O, 1983). The
ESVRS was finally successful in selecting U479 FAs instead of
500 FAs as was originally planned (See Table A). All the
honseholds in the selected FAs were covered by the
experimental sample vital registration system. This has

resulted in the ultimate coverage of 197,965 households.

In the experimental sample vital registration system,
two approaches were employed as methods of data collection.
These were: a) Household Survey and b) Continuous

Registration.

a. Household Survey:

This is a method of data collection whereby basic
socio-demographic characteristics of every member of the
selected households are recorded. In the 1982/83 SVRS,
two-rounds of household surveys were taken. The first-round
honsehold survey was conducted in September, 1982 i.e., just
before the start of the registration process. The purpose

of this survey was to obtain the base population and its



basic socio-demographic characteristics such as age, sex,

Table A Number of Selected and Actually Covered FAs by
Region

Number of FAs

Region Number of
Honseholds
Selected Actually % Actually
Covered Covered Covered
Arssi 34 34 100 10,152
Bale 34 32 9y 13,950
Gamo-Goffa 34 3N 88 11,785
Gojjam 36 30 83 15,496
Gondar 36 36 100 16,341
Hararge 35 33 g4 15,5U5
Illubabor 35 32 91 7,888
Keffa 35 35 100 13,253
Shewa 100 94 94 32,994
Sidamo 35 32 91 18,900
Wellega 49 48 98 12,068
Wello 37 37 100 29,593
Total 500 479 96 197,965

relationship to head of household, marital status,
education, religion and ethnic origin of the population of
the sampled households. The second-round household survey
was conducted a year after, in September 1983, (i.e., at the
end of the registration process for that year), 1in order
to measure changes in the honsehold composition that have
occurred as a result of births, deaths and migration

in/out) in tke 12 months interval.



The second round survey re-visted the same households

which were covered in the first round together with the new

residence in the same areas. The contents of both surveys

were similar, excepting the contents of the second round

survey questionnaire included some additional information

particularly those related to changes in the size of
population experienced between first and second round such
as birth, death and migration, e.. etc. The sizes of the
population obtained from the 1st and ?nd round surveys
provided the risk population, which in this analysis is

taken as the average of the populations of the two surveys.

b) Continuous Registration:

It is a process of recording vital events as soon as
they occur in a household. In the case of ESVRS in rural
Ethiopia, only birth, death, marriage and divorce events¥
were continuously registered in the households covered by
the household surveys during the .period Sept. 12, 1982 -
Sept. 11, 1983 i.e., between the 1st and 2nd round of the
honsehold surveys. The forms which were utilized to
collect information on vital events, were also employed to
collect data on socioc-economic background variables related
to these events. It may be noted that the data collected
prospectively by continuous registration were alsco obtained
retrospectively by household survey except for those on
marriages and divorces. The analysis presented here are,

however, based on data collected by continuous registration

* Birth, Death, Marriage and Divorce Registration formsare
shown in Appendix A,B,C and D, respectively.



except for migration data which were collected solely by

household survey.

141 Data and Methods

Information on birth registration included sex of the
infant, date of birth and attendant at delivery.
Regarding the parents of infants: age; highest grade
completed; type of occupation; religion; ethnic group; and
date of registration were asked. Similarly death
registration contained sex, age at death, marital status,
type of occupation, date of death, place of death, cause of

death and date of registration.

Information on marriage covered sex, age, type of
marriage, previous marital status, educational attainment,
occupation, religion, etknic group, date of marriage of
bride and groom and date of registration. Divorce data included
sex, age, number of times divorced, dependent children below
the age of 18, reason for and date of divorce (for details,
see birth, death, marriage and divorce registration forms in

Appendix A, B, C and D respectively).

Every attempt was made to register the incidence of
vital events (births, deaths, marriages and divorces) within
15 days of their occurrence. The information on births were
reported either by parents, relatives or non-relatives of
the infant, while deatks were reported either by sponuses,
parents, relatives or non-relatives of the deceased. The
information on marriages/divorces were reported either by
the persons marrying/divorceing themselves. On the other
hand, FA's were divided into smaller units (zones) and an

informant was assigned in each zone to report any incidence



of vital events that occurred in his area to the registrar.
The reporting of vital events both by the informants and

other persons was totally voluntary. The registrar was also

expected to visit every household in his FA once every month
to record the events that were reported. But thisg was a
Aifficult proposition, given the fact that the registrar
had varions other major pre-occupations. It is pertinent fo
point out here that the number of births, deaths, marriages
and divorces reported may not be one hundred percent
complete, in view of the fact that these were obtained
primarily on the basis of voluntary reporting. However, the
purpose of the present study is not to provide an estimate
of tne incidence of births, deaths, marriages and divorces
actually occurred in rural Ethiopia in a given year but to
provide an acconunt of fertility, mortality and nuptiality
pattern of rural honseholds based on a representative

sample.

The sample results presented here are those obtained by
applying weights to the sample cases. The weights are
developed by taking into account the probability of
selection of sample units. The weight adjustment is done
separately for each of the strata (i.e., Awraja) at Farmers'
Association level., The present study design is well poised
to allow such an investigation. And this is the first

investigation of 1its type ever conducted in Ethiopia.

1.2 Organization of the Study

This report presents the volume of vital events

(births, deaths, marriages and divorces and migration) in



relation to the risk population, including some detail
analyses of fertility, mortality and nuptiality obtained
from birth, death and marriage and divorce registrations,
respectively. (The detail analysis of migration data
obtained from honsehold questionnaire are presented

elesewhere).

The report is organized into four major sections.
Section I introduces the objectives of ESVRS, data and
methods. Section II presents the findings on the volume of
vital events including detail analysis on fertility and
mortality in which the 1levels, patterns and regional
differentials in fertility and mortality are emphasized.
Section III considers nuptiality patterns (marital status,
marriage and divorce incidences) and socio-demographic
correlates of marriage, remarriage and divorce, while
Section IV summarizes the major findings and recommends
actions to be taken in future conrse of registration

activities,



IT VITAL EVENTS

In this section we deal with the incidence of births,
deaths and migration (in/out) in relation to the risk
population including some detail analysis of fertility and
mortality. The events covered here are those collected
during the twelve months period (September 12, 1982~
September 11, 1983). Data on births and deaths reported
here are those collected by continuous registration while

data on migration were obtained by household survey.

2l Pogulation

a) Mid Year Population and Population Change

The mid-year population and the vital events registered
during September 12, 198”7- September 11, 1983 of the study
areas are presented in Table 1. Tables 1(a)-1(1) give
similar information for each of the 12 regions included in
this study. As given in Table 1 the mid-year population of
the study area turns out to be 26,704,475; of whom 49.99
percent were males. During the year (Sept. 12, 1982~ Sept.
11, 1983), 872,625 live births and 389,087 deaths were
recorded, yielding a crude birth rate of 32.7 and a crude
death rate of 14.6 per 1000 population. Considering
population movements, there were 618,062 in-migrants as
against 587,031 out-migrants, giving an over all in-
migration rate of 23.1 and out-migration rate of 22.0

and a net-migration rate of 1.7 per 1,000 population.

As a result of births and deaths, the population of

the study area increased by 483,538 persons during the 12



months period (Sept. 12, 198”7-Sept 11, 1983), resulting in a
crude rate of natural increase of 18.1 per 1,000 population.
However, when the effect of migration was introduced, the
net increase was found to be 514,569 persons, yielding a net
increase of 19.3 per 1,000 population. The net increase was
slightly higher for females (19.4/1000) than males
(19.2/1,000). The population of Bale has experienced the
highest rate of natural increase (30.4/1000) during the
study period and the lowest was observed in Illubabor
(6.6/1000) and Keffa (8.7/1000). This finding holds even
when the effect of net-migration during the year 1982-83 is

allowed for.

b) Age-Sex Composition of the Population

The age-sex composition of the population is one of the
important characteristics that has great implications for
socio-economic development planning and formulating
population policies. It can affect the incidence of birth,
death and marriage and can be affected by the past trends in

fertility, mortality and migration.

The numerical and percentage distribution of the mid-
year population by age and sex is given in Table 2 for the
total of 12 regions and in Tables 2(a)-2(1l) for each of the
regions. In a population that is not disturbed by heavy
migratory movements or a remarkable changes in birth or
death rates, the age distribution tends to be a smooth one
in the sense that the proportion of persons in each
successive age groups is less than in the preceding age
group. However, because of mis-reporting of age, data on

age for most developing countries deviate from this
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universal pattern. The age structure nnder study cannot be
an exception. The erroneons nature of age data slightly

improves when age is grouped into intervals of five or ten-

years.

The five-year age group data presented in Table ? show
that the proportion of population in general decreases with
ascending age. However, this pattern is not true in the
case of the total and the female population as the
proportion of the total and female population in age group
25-29 is greater than that of the population in age group
20-2U4. The excess of total and female population in the age
group 25-29 over those in the preceeding age group 20-24 is
also observed in the age data of various regions.
Eventhongh age data for males tend to be slightly smoother
than that of females, there also exists irregularities in
the proportion distribution of age when data for individual
regions are considered. This implies that by and large age
is relatively better reported by males than females. This
was also observed in the 1984 population and housing census

data of different regions (OPHCC, 1990).

Inspite of this problem, age data have proved useful in
defining the characteristics of a population as youth,
working and old age. In countries with high fertility and
declining mortality, over 40% of the total population are
nsually under the age of 15; i.e., the population is
characterized as youthful. This indicates that in these
countries about half of the total popnulation are in working
age and every working person supports at least one non-
working individual and himself/herself for their basic

necessities. About 48 percent of the total population of



rural Ethiopia was under the age of 15 (see Table ?2). This

figure is higher for males (48.3%) than for females (U46.6%).

The population in the working age group (15-64 years)
and higher age bracket (65 years and over) accounted for
48% and 4.2% of the total gbpulation respectively. Among
males, U46.7% were in the working age-group, while 4.8% were
old-age population. The corresponding figures among females
were U49.4% and 3.6%, respectively. A very small proportion
of the population did not report their ages (0.2% for males

and 0.4% for females) (see Table 2 and Figure 1).

The age composition of the population for the regions
indicates that in all the regions, population under the age
of 15 formed over 40 percent and the highest proportion
of youth population is observed in the regions of Arssi
(52.8%), Bale (51.6%) and Sidamo (50.1%); while this
proportion is relatively low in Wello (41.9%) and Illubabor
(42.9%). The former regions are usually characterized by
high fertility and the latter by relatively low fertility.
Conversely, the regions with relatively low young-age
population tend to have higher proportion of aged
population. The proportion of population aged 65 and over
formed 7.1% in Illubabor and 6.6% in Wello regicns (see
Tables (2(a)-2(1)).

The general pattern of age data imply, among other
things, high dependency ratio in rural Ethiopia which is a
typical feature of high fertility countries.

11
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Table 1 Mid Year Population, Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Ethiopia,1982/83

Vital Events Number 'Rate Per 1000 Bpulation
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population* 26,704,475 13,351,101 13,353,374 - - =
Births 872,625 448,045 424,580 32.7 33.6 31.8
Deaths 389,087 201,807 187,280 14.6 15.1 14.0
In-Migrants 618,062 244,350 373,712 23.1 18.3 28.0
Inter 25,715 12,457 13,258 1.0 0.9 1.0
Intra 592,347 231,893 360,454 22.2 17.4 27.0
Out-Migrants 587,031 234,628 352,403 22.0 17.6 26.4
Inter 29,006 15,311 13,695 1.1 1.1 1.0
Intra 558,025 219,317 338,708 20.9 16.4 25.4
Net-Migration 31,031 9,722 21,309 1.2 0.7 1.6
Natural Increase 483,538 246,238 237,300 18.1 18.5 17.8
Net Increase 514,569 255,960 258,609 19.3 19.2 19.4

*
Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982

and Sepgember 1983,



Table 1(a)

Mid-Year Population, Vital Events Registered and Population Change

(1982 - 1983), Rural Arssi,1982/83

Vital Events Number Rate Per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Papulation* 1,374,042 680,312 693,730 - - -
Births 57,996 30,108 27,858 42.2 44,2 40.2
Deaths 21,417 10,819 10,598 15.6 15.9 15.3
In-Migrants 34,399 14,237 20,182 25.0 20.9 29.1
Inter 1,682 641 1,041 1.2 0.9 1.5
Intra 32,717 13,576 19,141 23.8 19.9 27.6
Out-Migrants 34,602 14,529 20,073 25.2 21.4 28.9
Inter 1,505 609 896 1.1 0.9 L3
Intra 33,097 13,920 19.177 24.1 20.5 27.6
Net-Migration -203 -312 109 0,1 -0.4 “0.2
Natural Increase 36,579 19,289 17,260 26.6 28.4 24.9
Net Increase 36,376 18,977 17,369 26.5 27.9 25.0

13

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982

and September 1983.
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Table 1(b) Mid-Year Population, Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Bale,1982/83

vital Events Number _Rate Per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population’ 430,226 211,344 218,882 - - -
Births 20,167 10,162 10,005 46.9 48.1 45.7
Deaths 7,079 3,644 3,435 16.5 17.2 15.7
In-Migrants 9,443 4,196 5,247 21.9 19.8 24.0
Inter 927 487 440 242 2.3 2.0
Intra 8,516 3,709 4,807 19.8 17.5 22.0
Out-Migranty 10,442 4,834 5,608 24.3 22.9 25.6
Inter 1,102 634 468 2.6 3.0 2.1
Intra 9,340 4,200 5,140 21:? 19.9 23.5
Net-Migration =999 -638 =361 -2.3 -3.0 ~1.6
Natural Increase 13,088 6,518 6,570 30.4 30.8 30.0
Net Increase 12,089 5,880 6,209 28.1 27.8 28.4

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September
1982 and September 1983,
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Table 1(c) Mid-Year Population Vital Events Rgﬁistered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Gamo-Goffa,1982/83

Vital Bvents Number Rate Per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population’ 1,031,672 516,256 515,416 - - -
Births 33,385 16,240 17,145 32.4 31.5 33.3
Deaths 17,710 9,051 8,659 17.2 17.5 16.8
In-Migrants 15,333 5,036 10,297 14.9 9.7 20.0
Inter 1,112 629 483 1:1 1.2 0.9
Intra 14,221 4,407 9,814 13.8 8.5 19.0
OQut-Migrants 15,531 5,236 10,295 15,1 10.1 20.0
Inter 1,262 761 501 1.2 1.5 1.0
Intra 14,269 4,475 9,79 13.8 8.7 19.0
Net-Migration -198 +200 2 -0.2 -0.4 -0.0
Natural Increase 15,675 7,189 8,486 1562 13.9 16.5
Net Increase 15,477 6,989 8,488 15.0 13.5 16.5

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982
and September 1983.
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Table 1(d) Mid Year Population Vital Events Registered and Populat ion Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Gojjam,1982/83
[

Vital Events Monber BB Det 2000 Pbpulatian
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes: Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population’ 2,709,995 1,356,659 1,353,336 - - -
Births 107,350 55,935 51,415 39.6  41.2 38.0
Death s 41,850 20.021 21,829 15.4  14.7 16.1
In-Migrant s 98,369 36,708 61,661 36.3  27.1 45.6
Inter 3,298 1,347 1,951 1.2 1.0 1.4
Intra 95,071 35,361 59,710 35.1  26.1 44,1
Out-Migrants 94,176 35,444 58,732 3.7  26.1 43.4
Inter 3,300 1,631 1,669 1.2 1.2 1.2
Intra 90,876 33,813 57,063 33.5  24.9 42.2
Net-Migration 4,193 1,264 2,929 1:3 0.9 2.2
Natural Hcrease 65,500 35,914 29,586 24.2 26.5 21.9
Net Increase 69,693 37,178 32,515 25,17 27.4 24,0

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982
and Septembet 1983,
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Table 1(e) Mid Year Population, Vital Events Regi stered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Gonder,1982/83

Vital Events Number Rate Per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Semes Male Female
Population” 1,824,165 933,624 890, 540 - - -
Births 51,937 26,714 25,223 28.5 28.6 28.3
Deaths 24,126 12,268 11,858 13.2 13.1 13.3
In-Migrants 61,043 24,898 36,145 33.5 26.7 40.6
Inter 2,701 1,158 1,543 i.5 1.2 1.7
Intra 58,342 23,740 34,602 32.0 25.4 38.8
OQut-Migrants 63,125 25,667 37,458 34.6 27.5 42.1
Inter 3,081 1,442 1,639 ki? 1.5 1.8
Intra 60,044 24,225 35,819 32.9 25.9 40.2
Net-Migration -2,082 -769 -1,313 =51 -0.8 -1.5
Natural Increase 27,811 14,446 13,365 15.2 15.5 15.0
Net Increase 25,729 13,677 12,052 14.1 14.6 13.5

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982
and September 1983,
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Table 1(f) Mid Year Population Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Harrarge  1982/83

Vital Events Number Rate Per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sxes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population” 2,210,865 1,130,682 1,080,183 - - -
Births 82,814 43,100 39,714 37.5 38.1 36.8
Deaths 38,188 19,589 18,599 17.3 17.3 17.2
In-Migrants 26,083 10,655 15,428 11.8 9.4 14.3
Inter 638 517 121 0.3 0.5 0.1
Intra 25,445 10,138 15,307 11.5 9.0  14.2
Out-Migrants 28,764 12,687 16,077 13.0  11.2 14.9
Inter 952 815 137 0.4 0.7 0.1
Intra 27,812 11,872 15,940 12.6 10.5 14.7
Net-Migration -2,681 -2,032 -649 -1.2 -1.8 -0.6
Natural Increase 44,626 23,511 21,115 20.2 20.8 19.5
Net Increase 41,945 21,479 20,466 19.0 19.0 18.9

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982

and September 1983.
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Table 1(g) Mid Year Populatiom Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Illubabor, 1982/83

Vital Events Number Rate per 1000 Population
1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population* 650,199 317,278 332,921 - - -
Births 16,321 8,126 8,187 25.1 25.6 24.6
Deaths 12,043 5,932 6,111 18.5 18.7 18.4
In-Migrants 24,683 10,527 14,156 38.0 33.2 42.5
Inter 2,456 1,210 1,246 3.8 3.8 3.7
Intra 22,227 9,317 12,910 34.2 29.4 38.8
Qut-Migrants 24,542 10,668 13,874 37.7 33.6 41.7
Inter 2,404 1,260 1,144 3.7 4.0 3.4
Intra 22,138 9,408 12,730 34.0 29.6 38.2
Net-Migration 141 =141 282 0.2 -0.4 0.8
Natural Increase 4,278 2,194 2,076 6.6 6.9 6.2
Net Increase 4,619 2,053 2,358 6.8 6.5 rh |

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982

and September 1983.
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Table 1(h)Mid Year Populationm, Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Keffa,1982/83

vical Bvents Number Rate per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population* 1,918,006 956,968 961,038 = - oz
Births 52,037 25,697 26,340 27.1 26.8 27.4
Deaths 35,258 19,703 15,555 18.4 20.6 16.2
In-Migrants 48,471 20,675 27,796 293 21.6 28.9
Inter 1;;135 485 650 0.6 0.5 0.7
Intra 47,336 20,190 27,146 24.17 21.1 28.2
Out-Migrants 13,322 5,453 7,869 6.9 Sad 8.2
Inter 1,228 636 592 0.6 0.7 0.6
Intra 12,094 4,817 7,271 6.3 5.0 7.6
Net-Migration 35,149 15,222 19,927 18.3 15.9 20.7
Natural Increase 16,779 5,994 10,785 8.7 6.3 11.2
Net Increase 51,928 21,216 30,712 271 22,2 31.9

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982
and September 1983.



Table 1(i) Mid Year Population, Vital Events Registered and Population Change

(1982 - 1983), Rural Shewa,1982/83

viesl Foeits Number Rate per 1000 Population
(1982 = 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population 6,512,210 3,256,554 3,255,656 < - -
Births 201,861 106,438 95,423 31.0 32.7 29.3
Deaths 78,583 42,000 36,583 12.1 12.9 11.2
In-Migrants 99,192 39,571 59,621 15.2 12.2 18.3
Inter 5,666 2,579 3,069 0.9 0.8 0.9
Intra 93,526 36,974 56,552 14 .4 11.3 17.4
OQut-Migrants 99,760 40,237 59,523 15.3 12.3 18.3
Inter 6,840 3,397 3,443 15 1.0 1.1
Intra 92,920 36,840 56,080 14.3 11.3 172
Net-Migration =568 -666 98 -0.1 -0.2 0.0
Natural Increase 123,278 64,438 58,840 18.9 19.8 18.1
Net Increase 122,710 63,772 58,938 18.8 19.6 18.1

21

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982

and September 1983.
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Table 1(j) Mid Year Population,Vital Events Registered and Population Change

(1982 - 1983), Rural Sidamo,1982/83

T D — Number Rate per 1000 Population
(1982 - 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population* 3,040,114 1,526,950 1,513,164 - B -
Births 92,361 45,566 46,795 30.4 29.8 30.9
Deaths 39,650 21,322 18,528 13.0 13.8 12,2
In-Migrants 77,457 27,864 49,593 25.5 18.2 32.8
Inter 3,334 1,723 1,611 11 1.1 11
Intra 74,123 26,141 47,982 24 .4 17.1 31.7
Out-Migrants 78,603 28,878 49,725 25.8 18.9 32.9
Inter 3,765 1,864 1,901 1+4 1.2 1:3
Intra 74,838 27,014 47,824 24,6 17.7 31.6
Net-Migration -1, 146 =1,014 -132 -0.4 =0.7 0.1
Natural Increase 52,711 24,444 28,267 123 16.0 18.7
Net Increase 51,565 23,430 28,135 17.0 15.3 18.6

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982
and September 1983,
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Table 1(k) Mid Year Population Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Wellega 1982/83

Vital Bvents Number Rate per 1000 Population
(1982~ 1983} Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Populationk 2,237,128 1,087,914 1,149,214 - - -
Births 73,154 37,136 36,018 32.7 34.1 31.3
Deaths 36,796 19,105 17,691 16.4 17.6 15.4
In-Migrants 58,559 26,457 32,102 26.2 24.3 27.9
Inter 1,229 869 360 0.5 0.8 0.3
Intra 57,330 25,588 31,742 25.6 23.5 27.6
Out-Migrants 59,301 27,170 32,131 26.5 25.0 27.9
Inter 1,646 1,224 422 0.7 1.1 0.4
Intra 57,655 25,946 31,709 25.8 23.8 27.6
Net-Migration -742 =713 =29 -0.3 -0.6 -0.0
Natural Increase 36,358 18,031 18,327 16.3 16.6 15.9
Net Increase 35,616 17,318 18,298 15.9 15.9 15.9

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982

and September 1983
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Table 1(1) Mid Year Population Vital Events Registered and Population Change
(1982 - 1983), Rural Wello,1982/83

vical ke Number Rate per 1000 Population
(1982 ~ 1983) Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
Population¥* 2,757,961 1,378,621 1,379,340 - = 3
Births 83,488 42,832 40,656 30.3 311 29.5
Deaths 36,387 18,553 17,834 13.2 13.4 12.9
In-Migrants 65,030 23,546 41,484 23.6 17.1 30.1
Inter 1,537 794 743 0.6 0.6 0.5
Intra 63,493 22,152 40,741 23.0 16.5 29.5
Out-Migrants 64,881 23,843 41,038 23.5 17.3 29.7
Inter 1,939 1,056 883 0.7 0.8 0.6
Intra 62,492 22,787 40,155 22.6 16.5 29.1
Net-Migration 149 -297 446 0.1 -0.2 0.3
Natural Increase 47,101 24,279 22,822 Y&l 17.6 16.5
Net Increase 47,250 23,982 23,268 17.1 17.4 16.9

*Refers to mid-year population which is the average of population of September 1982
and September 1983,
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Table Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by
Age and Sex, Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
Number Percent
Age
Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 885,554 449,173 436,381 3.3 3.4 3.3

0 -4 4,700,942 2,359,418 2,341,524 17.6 17.7 17.5
5 =9 4,616,732 2,320,630 2,296,102 17.3 17.4 17.2
10 - 14 3,354,334 1,767,259 1,587,075 12,6 13.2 11.9
15 - 19 2,152,977 1,155,570 997,407 8.1 8.8 7.5
20 - 24 1,709,749 793,028 916,721 6.4 5.9 6.9
25 =29 1,729,951 752,365 977,586 6.5 5.6 7.3
30 -~ 34 1,582,475 694,279 888,196 5.9 5.2 6.6
35 = 39 1,475,289 719,689 755,600 5.5 5.4 5.7
40 - 44 1,224,592 605,215 619,377 4.6 4.5 4.6
45 - 49 914,233 475,741 438,492 3.4 3.6 3.3
50 - 54 847,199 402,864 444,335 3.2 3.0 3.3
55 = 59 603,822 325,574 278,248 2.2 2.4 2.1
60 - 64 584,731 309,488 275,243 2,2 2.3 2.1
65 + 1,123,545 636,991 486,554 4,2 4.8 3.6
N/S 83,904 32,990 50,914 0.3 0.2 0.4
Total 26,704,475 13,351,101 13,353,374 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(a) Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by
GEEd Age and Sex, Rural Arssi, 1982/83
A Number Percent
Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 54,385 27,739 26,646 4.0 4.1 3.8
0 =14 282,848 140,869 141,979 20.6 20.7 20.5
5«09 258,796 127,920 130,876 18.8 18.8 18.9
10 = 14 183,772 96,524 87,248 13.4 14.2 12.6
15 = 19 100,252 56,172 44,080 7 8.3 6.4
20 - 24 17,601 37,126 40,475 5.6 5,5 5.8
23 = 29 76,161 32,914 43,247 5.6 4.8 6.2
30 - 34 75,270 31,380 43,890 5.5 4.6 6.3
35 =:39 71,894 34,102 37,792 e 5.0 5.4
40 = 44 56,125 26,228 29,897 4.1 3.9 4.3
45 - 49 40,455 19,729 20,726 2.9 2:9 3.0
50 - 54 35,599 16,013 19,586 2.6 2.3 2.8
55 - 59 27,861 14,442 13,419 2.0 2.1 1.9
60 - 64 26,391 13,487 12,904 1.9 2.0 1.9
65 + 59,713 32,754 26,959 4.4 4.8 3.9
N/S 1,304 652 652 D 0.1 0.1
Total 1,374,042 680,312 693,730 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(b) Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Bale, 1982/83

Age Number Percent
GEEp Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 17,203 8,560 8,643 4.0 4.1 3.9
0 -4 79,929 39,909 40,020 18.6 18.9 18.3
g = g 84,712 42,210 42,502 19.7 20.0 19.4
10 - 14 57,154 30,070 27,084 13.3 14.2 12.4
15 - 19 33,985 19,950 14,035 7.9 9.4 6.4
20 = 24 22,822 10,305 12,517 5.3 4.9 5.7
25 = .29 23,039 8,768 14,271 5.3 4.1 6.5
30 - 34 21,821 8,626 13,195 5.1 4.1 6.0
35 = 39 22,684 9,539 13,145 5.3 4.5 6.0
40 - 44 18,374 8,218 10,156 4.3 3.9 4.6
45 - 49 14,195 6,995 7,200 3.3 3.3 3.3
50 - 54 12,406 5,448 6,958 2.9 2.6 3.2
55 - 59 9,110 4,506 4,604 2.0 2,1 2.1
60 - 64 9,406 4,698 4,708 2.2 2.2 2.2
65 + 19,685 11,550 8,135 4.6 5.5 3.7
N/S 904 552 352 0.2 0.3 0.2
Total 430,226 211,344 218,882 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(c)  Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by
Age and Sex, Rural Gamo-Goffa, 1982/83
Number Percent
Age Ly
Croup Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 33,839 16,763 17,076 33 3.2 3.3
0 -4 171,479 86,149 85,330 16.6 16.7 16.5
=9 184,733 93,004 91,729 17.9 18.0 17.8
10 = 14 126,837 66,160 60,677 12.3 12.8 11.8
15 - 19 18,735 41,915 36,820 7.6 8.1 7:1
20 - 24 67,916 30,578 37,338 6.6 5.9 7.2
25 - 29 84,935 36,354 48,581 8.2 71 9.4
30 - 34 75,323 34,857 40,466 1.3 6.8 7.8
35 - 39 62,861 33,160 29,701 6.1 6.4 5.8
40 - 44 48,978 25,006 23,972 4.8 4.8 4.7
45 - 49 34,167 18,259 15,908 3.3 3.5 3.1
50 - 54 30,447 15,426 15,021 3.0 3.0 2.9
55 = 59 17,797 2,153 8,644 ted 1.8 1.7
60 - 64 18,505 9,791 8,714 1.8 1.9 1.7
65 + 27,546 15,877 11,669 2.7 31 2.3
N/S 1,413 567 846 0.1 0.1 0.2
Total 1,031,672 516,256 515,416 100.0 100.0  100.0




Table 2(d) Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Gojjam, 1982/83

29

Age Number Percent
SEOH: Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 108,075 55,307 52,767 4.0 4.1 3.9
0 -4 530,693 270,149 260,544 19.6 19.9 19.3
5 -9 468,605 233,746 234,859 17.3 17.2 17.4A
10 - 14 309,543 161,755 147,788 14.4 11.9 10.9
15 - 19 230,527 113,653 116,874 8.5 B.4 8.6
20 - 24 194,628 91,651 102,977 1.2 6.8 7.6
25 - 29 193,206 87,384 105,822 7.1 6.4 7.8
30 - 34 162,805 73,935 88,870 6.0 5.5 6.6
35 - 39 144,717 72,350 12,367 5.3 5.3 5.3
40 - 44 112,830 58,974 53,856 4,2 4.3 4.0
45 - 49 86,992 47,560 39,432 3.2 3.5 2.9
50 - 54 80,441 40,171 40,270 3.0 3.0 3.0
535 - 59 56,112 29,485 26,627 2.1 2.2 2.0
60 - 64 46,975 25,406 21,569 1.7 1.9 1.6
65 + 85,568 47,241 38,327 3.2 3.5 2.8
N/S 6,353 3,199 3,154 0.2 0.2 0.2
Total 2,709,995 1,356,659 1,353,336 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(9)._E9mh9?

and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Gondar, 1982/83

o Number Percent
Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 59,761 30,330 29,431 3.3 3.2 3.3
0 - 330,588 165,430 165,158 18.1 1747 18.5
5 = 311,256 157,646 153,610 17.1 16.9 17.2
10 = 14 228,720 123,305 105,415 12.5 13.2 11.8
15 = 19 168,469 86,308 82,161 9.2 9.3 Vel
20 - 24 132,461 65,100 67,361 7.3 7.0 7.6
25 - 29 120,034 55,125 64,909 6.6 5.9 71+3
30 - 34 111,567 52,490 59,077 6.1 5.6 6.6
35 - 39 86,197 45,010 41,187 4.7 4.8 4.6
40 - 44 80,436 41,543 38,893 4.4 4.5 4.4
45 - 49 61,366 33,942 27,424 3.4 3.6 3.1
50 - 54 56,747 29,277 27,470 3.1 3.1 3.1
55 - 59 44,474 26,274 18,200 2.4 2.8 2.1
60 - 64 33,885 19,081 14,804 1.9 2.1 1.7
65 + 55,901 32,149 23,752 3.1 3.4 2.7
N/S 2,064 944 1,120 0.1 0.1 0.1
Total 1,824,165 933,624 890,541 100.0 100.0 100.0




Table 2(f) Number

and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Hararge, 1982/83
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Age Number Percent
Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 73,958 38,575 35,383 3.3 3.4 353
0-4 413,564 211,818 201,746 18.7 18.7 18.7
-9 399,083 203,566 195,517 18.1 18.0 18.1
10 - 14 272,039 147,144 124,895 2.3 13.0 11.5
15 - 19 176,508 93,943 82,565 8.0 8.3 7.6
20 - 24 156,497 66,154 90,343 1.1 549 8.4
25 - 29 160,427 69,273 91,154 7.3 6.1 8.4
30 - 34 146,250 70,936 75,314 6.6 6.3 7.0
35 - 39 117,502 63,389 54,113 5.3 5.6 5.0
40 - 44 95,532 51,669 43,863 4.3 4.6 4.1
45 - 49 64,182 35,930 28,252 2.9 3.2 2.6
50 - 54 62,827 32,514 30,313 2,8 2.9 2.8
55 =.59 40,595 23,292 17,303 1.8 2.0 1.6
60 - 64 43,022 24,825 18,197 1.9 2.2 1.7
65 + 58,832 34,111 24,721 2.7 3.0 2.3
N/S 4,005 2,118 1,887 0.2 0.2 0.2
Total 2,210,865 1,130,682 1,080,183 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(3)___NuMP9r and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Illubabor, 1982/83

Age Number Percent

Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 17,838 8,745 9,093 27 2.8 2.7

0 -4 102,520 52,050 50,470 15.8 16.4 15.1
5-9 104,563 52,954 51,609 16.1 16.7 15.5
10 - 14 71,383 37,193 34,190 11.0 1.7 10.3
15 - 19 40,643 23,850 16,793 6.2 1.5 5.0
20 - 24 39,662 18,034 21,628 6.1 5.7 6.5
25 - 29 44,193 17,892 26,301 6.8 5.6 7.9
30 - 34 40,898 17,272 23,626 6.3 5.5 F 2% |
35 - 39 37,225 16,325 20,900 547 5.2 6.3
40 - 44 32,842 14,966 17,876 5.0 4.7 5.4
45 - 49 26,393 12,798 13,595 4,1 4.0 4.1
50 - 54 24,515 10,956 13,559 3.8 3:5 4.1
55 - 59 17,751 8,790 8,961 27 2.8 257
60 - 64 20,940 9,909 11,031 352 3.1 3.3
65 + 45,941 23,842 22,099 141 1.5 6.6
N/S 730 447 283 0.1 0.1 0.1

Total 650,199 317,278 332,921 100,0 100.0  100.0




Table

2(h). Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Keffa, 1982/83
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Age Number Percent
Gronp Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male  Female
0 58,079 29,387 28,692 3.0 3.1 3.0
0 - 327,504 162,648 164,856 17.1 17.0 17.2
5 - 322,920 163,332 159,588 16.8 17.1 16.6
10 - 14 213,681 114,946 98,735 1.1 12.0 10.3
15 - 19 133,968 76,629 57,339 7.0 8.0 6.0
20 - 24 116,459 51,299 65,160 5.1 5.4 6.8
25 -~ 29 133,650 57,773 15,8717 7.0 6.0 7.9
30 - 34 128,009 51,423 76,586 6.7 5.4 8.0
35 - 39 133,398 62,173 11,225 6.9 6.5 1.4
40 - 44 114,343 57,541 56,802 6.0 6.0 5.9
45 - 49 76,229 42,193 34,036 4.0 4.4 3.5
50 - 54 58,441 27,910 30,531 3.0 2.9 352
55 - 59 37,725 21,364 16,361 2.0 2.2 1:7
60 - 64 44,109 22,843 21,266 2.3 2.4 2.2
65 + 74,409 43,193 31,216 3.9 4.5 32
N/S 3,161 1,701 1,460 0.1 0.2 0.1
Total 1,918,006 956,968 961,038 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(i)  Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Shewa, 1982/83

Age Number Percent
GEOuP Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 203,109 103,252 99,857 3.1 P4 3.1
- 4 1,110,478 554,724 555,754 17.0 17.0 17.1
-9 1,104,246 555,969 548,277 17.0 17.1 16.8
10 = 14 835,099 437,347 397,752 12.8 13.4 12.2
15 = 19 523,853 283,994 239,859 8.0 8.7 7.4
20 - 24 402,437 191,281 211,156 6 5.9 6.5
25 - 29 396,149 170,508 225,641 6.1 . 2. 6.9
30 = 34§ 372,671 163,149 209,552 5.7 5.0 6.4
35 - 39 373,391 185,237 188,154 5.7 5,7 5.8
40 - 44 303,300 148,720 154,580 4.7 4.6 4.8
45 - 49 226,115 115,335 110,780 3.5 3.5 3.4
50 - 54 213,839 104,655 109,184 3.3 3.2 3.4
55 - 59 157,048 85,309 71,739 2.4 2.6 2.2
60 - 64 148,981 76,824 125197 23 2.4 2.2
65 + 290,182 165,323 124,859 4.5 5.1 3.8
N/S 54,421 18,179 36,242 0.8 0.6 1.1
Total 6,512,210 3,256,554 3,255,656 100,0 100.0  100.0




Table 2(j), Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by

Age and Sex, Rural Sidamo, 1982/83
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Age Number Percent
aroup Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 96,560 48,583 47,976 3.2 3.2 3.2
-4 507,395 253,398 253,997 16.7 16.6 16.8
3 - 566,383 283,611 282,772 18.6 18.6 18.7
10 - 14 449,004 238,594 210,410 14.8 15.6 13.9
15 =19 263,190 147,537 115,653 8.7 9.7 1.6
20 - 24 201,389 88,688 112,701 6.6 5.8 7.4
25 - 29 214,627 89,413 125,214 7.1 5.9 8.3
30 - 34 174,247 75,592 98,655 5.7 4.9 6.5
35 - 39 165,910 78,832 87,078 5.5 252 5.8
40 - 44 120,184 59,989 60,195 3.9 3.9 4.0
45 - 49 97,380 51,455 45,925 3.2 3.4 3.0
50 - 54 69,557 35,318 34,239 2.3 2.3 2,3
55 - 59 51,649 28,079 23,570 1.7 1.8 1.6
60 - 64 49,946 28,238 21,708 1.6 1.8 1.4
65 + 104,093 65,878 38,215 3.4 4.3 2.5
N/S 5,160 2,328 2,832 0.2 0.2 0.2
Total 3,040,114 1,526,950 1,513,164 100.0 100.0 100.0
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Table 2(k) Number and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by
Age and Sex, Rural Wellega, 1982/83
Age Number Percent
Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 76,042 38,150 37,892 3.4 3.5 3.3
0 -4 404,612 203,187 201,425 18.1 18.7 17.5
-9 396,014 199,006 197,008 17.7 18.3 17.1
10 = 14 305,596 152,124 153,472 13.7 14.0 13.4
15 = 19 194,915 100,078 94,837 8.7 9.2 8.3
20 - 24 137,933 62,223 75,710 6.2 1 | 6.6
25 = 29 130,603 54,113 76,490 5.8 5.0 6.6
30 - 34 116,204 50 478 65,726 5.2 4.6 5.7
35 - 39 99,779 46,175 53,604 4.5 4.2 4.7
40 - 44 86,394 40,931 45,463 3.9 3.8 3.9
45 - 49 68,805 33,605 35,200 3.1 3. 3.1
50 - 54 65,045 28,311 36,734 2.9 2.6 3.2
55 = 59 53,895 26,436 27,459 2.3 2.4 2.4
60 - 64 54,000 26,507 27,493 2.4 2.4 2.4
65 + 121,098 63,654 57,444 5.4 5.9 5.0
N/S 2,235 1,086 1,149 0.1 0.1 0.1
Total 2,237,128 1,087,914 1,149,214 100.0 100.0  100.0




Table 2(1) Numbet and Percent Distribution of Mid-Year Population by
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Age and Sex, Rural Wello, 1982/83
Age Number Percent
Group Both Sexes Male Female Both Sexes Male Female
0 86,708 43,783 42,925 3.1 3:2 3.1
0-4 439,338 219,090 220,248 15.9 15.9 16.0
9 =9 415,426 207,669 207,757 151 15.1 15.1
10 - 14 301,513 162,101 139,412 10.9 11 10.1
13 = 19 209,937 113,542 96,395 7.6 8.2 7.0
20 - 24 159,949 80,592 19,357 5.8 5.8 5.8
25 - 29 152,933 72,852 80,081 .5 5.3 5.8
30 - 34 157,415 64,145 93,270 5.7 4.7 6.8
35~ 39 159,736 73,401 86,335 5.8 5.3 6.2
40 - 44 155,261 71,433 83,828 5.6 5.2 6.1
45 - 49 117,959 57,943 60,016 4.3 4.2 4.3
30 = 54 127,343 56,870 70,473 4.6 4.1 5.1
35 =59 89,812 48,448 41,364 3.3 3.5 3.0
60 - 64 88,579 47,884 40,695 3.2 3.5 2.9
65 + 180,601 101,432 79,169 6.6 7.4 5.7
N/S 2,159 1,219 940 0.1 0.1 0.1
Total 2,757,961 1,378,621 1,379,340 100.0 100.0  100.0
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2.2 MORTALITY

a) Mortality Measures

The level of mortality as measured by crude death rate
is turned out to be 14.6 deaths per 1000 mid-year

population.

Crude death rate, adjusted for variation in age
distribution between regions, is found to be highest in
Arssi (20.0/1,000) followed by Gamo Goffa (18.3/1,000) and
Keffa (18.2/1000) while this was lowest in Shewa
(11.8/1,000) followed by Sidamo (13.7/1,000) and Gondar
(14.9/1,000). In the remaining regions CDR ranged from 15
per 1,000 population in Gojjam to 17 per 1,000 population in
Hararge (see Tables 1(a)-1(1) for reported and Table 3 for

standardized rates).

When death rates are examined by sex, this was found to
be slightly higher for males (15.1 per 1,000) than females
(14.0 per 1,000) in rural Ethiopia. Also this pattern holds
in every region, although the gap between the male and
female crude death rate varies from one region to the other

(see Tables 1(a)-1(1)).

Table 3 also provides infant mortality rate obtained
from registration data. It refers to deaths of children
under age 1 per 1000 live births in the year 1982-83. IMR
for rural Ethiopia was found to be 95 per 1000 1live
births, with the highest rate of 170/1000 1in Bale and

lowest rate of 70 in Illubabor region.

b) Age-Sex Pattern of Mortality

Table 4 presents mid-year population, number of deaths
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Table 3 Crude Death Rate (CDR) and Infant Mortality Rate by
Resion, Rural Ethiopia 1982/83

Crude Death Rate (CDR) Infant
Region - Mortality

Reported Standardized Rate
All 14.6 - 95
Arssi 1546 20,0 135
Bale 16.6 15.5 170
Gamo Goffa 17.2 18.3 95
Go j jam 154 151 92
Gondar 13.2 1449 93
Hararge 173 1701 101
Illubabor 18.5 1645 70
Keffa 18.4 1802 127
Shewa 1201 11.8 73
Sidamo 13.0 13.7 88
Wellega 16.4 156 89
Wello 13.2 16.0 80

*
Standardized for age using the total population of
12 Regions as standard.



and death rate per 1,000 population by age and sex. Similar
tables are produced for each of the 12 regions (see Tables

4(a)-4(1)).

The age-specific death rate for rural Ethiopia follows
a "U"-shaped curve. That is, the toll of mortality is heavy
at early years of life, especially between ages 0 and 1.
Then the rate declines until it assumes the lowest value
around the age of 10-14 and then increases gradually until
it again attains its peak at older ages (beyond age 60).
This age pattern of death heclds true for both males and

females.

In general, the death rate was higher for males and
this also holds for the majority of age groups particularly
in the early years of life. The death rate for females was
relatively higher in the ages 25-39, which also coincides
with the peak reproductive period of women. Therefore, the
excess female mortality observed 1in the age group 25-39 may
be due to complications related to pregnancy and/or child

birth.

The overall age-sex pattern of death rate seen for the
total population of 12 regions also holds true for each of
the regions, however, the age-group at which the lowest
death rate occurs varies from one region to another. For
instance, the lowest death rate occurred at the age group 5-
9 in Arssi, whereas this was so at the age group 10-14 in
Bale region. This may be explained by differential under-

reporting of deaths among the regions, among other factors.

As expected in any developing country, death toll is

highest at ages wunder 5. Over forty per cent of all deaths
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Table 4 Death Rates by Age Greup and Sex, Rural Ethiepia, 1982/83

Age at Male Female Beth Sexes
Death

Pepulation  Death g:::ﬁ Populatiem Death g:::& Pepulatiom Death g:::f
0 449,173 46,035 102.5 436,381 37,093 85.0 885,554 83,128 93.9
1-4 1,910,245 45,247 23.6 1,905,143 42,284 22,2 3,815,388 874531 22.9
°0-4 2,359,418 91,262  38.7 2,341,524 79,377 33.9 4,708,942 170,659 3643
5=9 2,320,630 16,222 7.0 2,296,102 16,020 ToO 4,616,732 32,242 7.0
10 - 14 1,767,259 7,008 4,0 1,587,075 6,467 4e1 3,354,334 13,475 4.0
=19 15 155,570 6,161 5«3 997,407 4,856 4.9  25152,977 11,017 S5e1
20 - 24 793,028 59 145 645 916,721 44547 5.0 1,709,749 94692 ST
=29 752,365 59302 7.0 977,586 79248 Ted 15,729,951 12,550 y %
30 - 34 694,279 3,715 S.4 888, 196 59536 6e2 15582,475 9,251 58
35=3 719,689 4,675 6e5 755,600 59392 Te1 1,475,289 10,067 6.8
40 - 44 605,215 55934 9.8 619,377 55529 8.9 1,224,592 11,463 9.4
45 = 49 475,741 59635 11.8 438,492 4,050 9.2 914,233 9,685 10.6
50 - 54 402,864 5,983 14.9 434,335 5,681 13.1 837,199 11,664  13.9
55 = 59 325,574 4,5T4 140 278,248 3,265  11.7 603,822 7,839  13.0
60 - 64 309,488 6,705 217 275,243 8,922  32.4 584,731 15,627  26.7
65 + 637,018 30,160  47.3 486,554 28,205 58.0 1,123,545 584365  50.2
§/s 32,990 3,306 100.2 50,914 2,185  43.1 83,904 59491  65.4
Tetal 134351, 101 201,807 1501 13,343,374 187,280 14.0 26,694,475 389,087 14.6

#* Rate per 1,000 population,

(A



Table 4(a) Death Rates

by Age Group and Sex, Rural Arssi, 1982/83

Age at Male Female Beth Sexes
Decon . Death . Death . Death
Pepulatien Death Rate™ Pepulation Death Rate* Populatiem Death Rate®
0 27,739 4,337 156.4 26,646 3,469  130.2 544385 7,806  143.5
1-4 113,130 15992 1746 115,333 15846 1640 228,463 3,838 1648
0-4 140,869 69329  44.9 141,979 55315  37.4 282,848 11,644  41.2
5 =9 127,920 542 4e2 130,876 651 5.0 258,796 19193 446
10 - 14 96,524 305 3.2 87,248 640 Te3 183,772 945 5e 1
15 = 19 564 172 357 6ed 44,080 309 7.0 100,252 666 6.6
20 - 24 375126 324 8.7 40,475 294 Te3 77,601 618 8,0
2D+ 23 32,914 110 3.3 43,247 . G| Te2 764 161 421 5¢5
30=- 34 31,380 47 15 43,890 331 Te5 15,270 378 5.0
35 - 39 34,102 113 3.3 375792 183 4.8 71,894 296 4e1
40 - 44 26,228 55 2.1 29,897 125 4,2 564125 180 3e2
45 = 49 19,729 47 2.4 20,726 87 442 40,4455 134 3.3
50 - 54 16,013 69 4.3 19,586 229 1.7 35,599 298 8e4
B5: = 59 14,442 172 11.9 13,419 112 8e3 27,861 284 10,2
60 - 64 13,487 196 14.5 12,904 446 34.6 264391 642 2443
65 + 32,754 1,185  36.2 26,959 980  36.4 599713 2y165 3643
/s 652 987 1483.1 652 585 897.2 1,304 15552 1190.2
Tetal 680,312 10,819  15.7 693,730 10,598 153 1,374,042 21,417 1546

# Rate per 1,000 population.

Ev



by

Table 4(b) Death Rates by Age Group and Sex, Rural Bale, 1982/83
Age at Male Female Beth Sexes
B N th Death : Death
Population Death g;:. » Populatiem Death Rate * Populatien Death Rate ™
Y 8,560 1,838 214.7 8,643 1,598 18449 174203 35436 199.7
1 ~4 31,349 677 2146 31,377 587 18.7 62,726 19264 20,2
=4 39,909 24515 6340 40,020 2,185 5446 195929 4,700 58.8
2= 3 42,210 156 3e7 42,502 133 361 84,712 289 3e4
10 - 14 30,070 82 2.7 27,084 59 2.2 5Ty 154 141 2.5
15=19 19,950 97 4.9 144035 47 33 33,985 144 402
20 - 24 10,305 48 447 12,517 T1 5¢7 22,822 119 5e2
25 - 29 8,768 57 6.5 14, 271 97 648 23,039 154 6.7
30 - 34 8,626 21 2.4 13, 195 65 449 21,821 86 3.9
35 - 39 95539 58 6e1 13, 145 37 2.8 22,684 95 42
40 - 44 8,218 10 102 10, 156 28 2.8 18,374 38 2e1
45 = 49 65995 53 T.6 T, 200 44 601 14,195 97 6.8
50 - 54 5,448 35 6.4 6,958 103 14.8 12,406 138 1.1
55 = 59 4,506 44 9.8 4,604 19 172 9,110 123 1345
60 - 64 4,698 88 18.7 4,708 86 18.3 9,406 174 18.5
65 + 11,550 3717 32.6 8,135 401 4943 19,685 778  39+5
N/s 552 3 5e4 352 - - 904 3 3.3
Tetal 211,344 3,644 172 218,882 3,435 15.7 430,226 15079 16s5

* Rate per 1,000 population.



Table 4(c) Death Rates

by Age-Group and Sex, Rural Gamo-Goffa ,1982/83

Male Female Beth Sexes

Age at
Beath Population Death g::jﬁ Pepulation Death g:::ﬁ Populatien Death g:::E
0 164763 1,852 110.5 17,076 1,324 TTe5 33,039 3,176 93.9
1-4 69,386 1,754 2543 68,254 2,012 2945 137,640 3,766  2T.4
0-4 86,149 3,606 419 85,330 3,336 39.1 171,479 64942 40,5
5=9 93,004 377 4e1 91,729 574 6e3 184,733 951 Sel
10 - 14 664160 325 4.9 60,677 360 5¢9 126,837 685 5e4
15 =~ 19 41,915 240 5¢7 36,020 240 6e5 184735 480 6e1
20 - 24 30,578 239 7.0 37,338 252 647 67,916 491 Te2
25 =29 364354 483 13.3 48,581 583 12,0 84,935 1,066 12.6
30 - 34 34,057 198 5¢7 40,466 346 8.6 75323 544 7.2
35 = 39 33,160 209 6e3 29,701 439 148 62,861 648 1043
40 = 44 25,006 351 1440 23,972 339 14e1 48,978 690  14.1
45 = 49 18,259 465 25¢5 15,908 275 1743 344167 740 21.7
50 = 54 15,426 285 18.5 15,021 205 1346 30,447 490  16.1
55 =959 99153 423 4602 8,644 233  27.0 17,797 656  36.9
60 — 64 9,791 515 5246 8,714 581 6647 18,505 1,096 592
65 + 15,877 19149  T2.4 11,669 TA6  63.9 27,546 1,895  68.8
N/S 567 186 328.0 846 150  177.3 15413 336 237.8
Total 516,256 9,051 1745 5155416 8,659 16.8 1,031,672 175710 17.2

# Rate per 1,000 population.
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Table 4(d) Death Rateg by Age-Group and Sex, Rural Gojjam 1982/83

9b

Male Female Beth Sexes
Age at
et Pepulation Death g:i:& Pepulation Death g::zﬁ Populatien Death g:i:&
0 555307 59295 957 52,767 4,581  86.8 108,075 9,876 91e4
1-4 214,842 6406 1 28.2 207,777 59588  26.9 422,618 11,649 27.6
0-4 270,149 115356 42.0 260,544 10, 169 39,0 530,693 21,525 40.6
Hi=9 233,746 15613 6.9 234,859 2,411 10.3 468,605 4,024 8.6
10 - 14 161,755 807 5.0 147,788 539 3.6 309,543 19346 4.3
15 - 19 113,653 367 3.2 116,874 585 5.0 230,527 952 4e1
20 - 24 91,651 579 6e3 102,977 647 63 194,628 15226 63
25~-29 87,384 267 3.1 105,822 835 Te9 193,206 15102 SeT
30 - 34 735935 371 50 88,870 387 4e4 162,805 758 4.7
35-239 72,350 275 3.8 724367 411 5T 144,717 686 4.7
40 — 44 58,974 294 5.0 53,856 515 9.6 112,830 809 Te2
45 = 49 47,560 412 8.7 39,432 389 949 864992 801 9e2
50 — 54 40,171 536 13.3 40,270 681 1649 804441 15217 15.1
55 = 59 29,485 480 1643 26,4627 233 8.8 569112 713 12.7
60 — 64 25,406 240 9.4 214569 665  30.8 46,975 905 19.3
65 + 47,241 29321 491 38,327 3,239  84.5 85,568 59560  65.0
§/s 3,199 103  32.2 3,154 123 39.0 64353 226 35.6
Total 19356,659 20,021  14.8 1,353,336 21,829  16.1 2,709,995 41,850  15.4

* Rate per 1,000 population.



Table 4(e) Death Rates by Age Group and Sex, Rural Gonder, 1982/83

Male Female Both Sexes

Age at
il Populatiem  Death g::z& Population Death gz::& Population Death g:::&
0 30,330 2,773 9.4 29,431 2,068  T0.3 59,761 44841 81,0
1 -4 135,100 3,107 23.0 135,727 3,323 2347 270, 827 6,330 23.4
0 -4 165,430 5,880 35.5 165, 158 59291 32.0 330,588 11,171 33.8
5 =3 157,646 827 562 153,610 15215 Te9 311,256 29042 646
10 = 14 123,305 491 4,0 105,415 324 3e1 228,720 815 3.6
15 = 19 86,308 456 5e3 82,161 478 5.8 168,469 934 5¢5
20 - 24 654 100 151 2.3 674361 266 3.9 132,461 417 3e1
25 = 29 555 125 554 10.0 644909 T79 12,0 120,034 1,333 11e1
30 = 34 52,490 229 4e4 59,077 262 444 1115567 491 444
35 = 39 45,010 436 9.7 41,187 325 Te9 864197 761 8.8
40 - 44 41,543 493 11.9 38,893 261 6aT 80,436 754 9¢4
45 - 49 33,942 47 104 274424 11 4.0 61,366 158 2.6
50 = 54 29,277 441 151 27,470 337 1243 56,7417 178 132
55 =59 264274 268 10,2 18,200 235  12.9 44,474 503 1143
60 — 64 19,081 246 12.9 14,804 198 1344 33,885 444 1301
65 + 32,149 19633  50.8 23,752 15736 T3e1 555901 39369 6043
N/S 944 16  122.9 15120 40  35.7 29064 156 5.6
Total 933,624 12,268 13e1 890,540 11,858 13¢3 1,824,165 244126 1342

* Rate per 13000 population,
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Table 4(f) Death Rates by Age Group and Sex, Rural Hararge, 1982/83

8v

Male Female Both Sexes
Age at
Cane Population Death g:::& Population Death ga.::]: Populatiom Death g;::&

0 38,575 4,113  106.6 35,383 4,248 120.1 73,958 8,361 11341
1-4 1735243 59535 31.9 166,363 59392 32.4 339,606 10,927 32.2
0-4 211,818 9,648  45.5 201,746 9,640  47.8 413,564 19,288 4646
2=3 203,566 1,854 9e1 1955517 19459 Te5 399,083 3,313 8.3

10 - 14 147, 144 481 3.3 124,895 355 2.8 272,039 836 3e1
15 =19 93,943 558 5«9 82,565 704 8.5 176,508 19262 Tet
20 =.24 66,154 411 602 90,343 359 440 156497 770 4.9
25 - 29 69,273 525 Te6 91,154 1,014 111 160,427 19539 9.6
30 =34 70,936 633 8.9 755314 504 6e7 146,250 15137 T8
35 =39 63,389 537 8.5 545113 720 1363 117,502 15257 107
40 - 44 51,669 811 157 43,863 461 10.5 954532 15272 133
45 - 49 355930 375 10.4 28,252 371 131 64,182 746  11.6
50 = 54 32,514 543 1607 30,313 610 20.1 62,827 1,153 18.4
9o = 59 23,292 467 20.0 175303 258 14.9 40,595 125 179
60 — 64 24,825 891  35.9 18, 197 781 42.9 43,022 1,672 38,9
65 + 34,111 15767  51.8 244721 1,285 5240 58,832 3,052 519
N/s 2,118 88  41.5 1,887 78 4143 4,005 166  41.4
Total 1,130,682 19,589 173 1,080,183 18,599  17.2 2,210,865 38,188  17.3

* Rate per 1,000 population.



Table 4(g) Death Rates by Age Group and Sex, Rural Illubaber, 1982/83

Male

Female Both Sexes

Age at
Posl Population Death g::’:}; Populatiom Death g::zﬁ Population Death g:::t;
0 8,745 T49 85.6 9,093 399 43.9 17,838 19148 6444
1-4 43,305 784 1841 414377 743 1840 84,682 14527 18.0
0-4 52,050 19533 29.5 504470 1,142 22,6 102,520 2,675 2641
5=9 52,954 484 9e1 51,609 695 1365 104,563 19179 11e3
10 = 14 375,193 323 8eT 34,5190 94 27 T15383 417 5.8
15 <% 23,850 188 T+9 16,793 212 12,6 40,643 400 9.8
20 = 24 18,034 226 125 21,628 285 132 39,662 511 1249
25 - 29 17,892 338 18.9 264301 187 Te1 444193 225 11.9
30 - 34 17,272 243 1401 23,626 148 6e3 40,898 391 946
35~ 39 16,325 151 902 20,900 189 9.0 37,225 340 91
40 - 44 14,966 263 17.6 17,876 223 1245 32,842 486 14.8
45 = 49 12,798 37 29 13,595 325 2349 264393 362 137
50 =54 10,956 173 1548 13,559 180 133 244515 353 1444
55 = 52 85790 130 14.8 84961 218 2443 17,751 348 1946
60 - 64 9,909 212 21.4 11,031 509 4641 20,940 721 34.4
65 + 23,842 1,611 676 22,099 1,652 T448 45,941 35263 T1.0
N/s 447 20 4447 283 52 1837 730 72 98.6
Total 317,278 59932 18.7 332,921 6,111 18.4 630,199 12,043 18.5

* Rate per 1,000 population.
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Table 4(h) Death Bates by Age Group and Sex, Rumal Keffa, 1982/83
Male Female Beth Sexes
Age at
Daath Population Death %% population Deatn et Population Death o o
0 29,387 39657 124.4 28,692 2,948  102,7 58,979 6,605 1137
4 =49 133,261 44349 32.6 136,164 3,450 293 2694425 1,799 28.9
=4 162,648 8,006 49,2 164,856 6,398  38.8 327,504 149404 44,0
a2 =3 163,332 1,621 9.9 159,586 1y 145 Te2 322,920 2,766 8.6
W =14 114,946 646 5¢6 309 213,681 1,028 4,8
15 = 19 76,629 157 Ja9 843 133,968 15233 942
20 = 24 519299 702 1307 648 1164459 15145 9.3
2 — 29 57,713 730 1206 57 133,650 15 165 8e7
30 = 34 51,423 351 S8 8.6 128,009 1,007 7«9
35 =39 62,173 837  13.5 10.3 133,398 15572 11.8
40 - 44 575541 726 1246 1241 114,343 13415 1244
45 =~ 4 42,193 1,380 32,7 10.4 765229 15735 22,8
U = 54 274910 909 32.6 1546 58,441 19386 2367
55 = 59 21,364 286 13.4 1904 37,725 604 160
60 — 64 22,843 704  30.8 45.4 44, 109 1,670  37.9
65 + 43,5193 15995 4642 6640 T45409 45055 5445
N/s 1,701 53 31,2 137 3,161 [ T T |
Total 956,968 19,703 20,6 961,038 155555 6.2 1,918,006 35,258 18.4

*# Rate Per 1,000 population.
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Table 4(i) Death Rates by Age Greup amd Sex, Rural Shewa,1982/83

Male Female Beth Sexes

Age at
Death Pepulatien Death  bovey  Pepulation Death  Leecy  Pepulatien Death  ooaih
0 103,252 10,250 99.3 99,857 64353 63.6 203, 109 16,603 81.7
4-4 451,472 79499 16.6 455,897 8,710  19.1 907,369 16,209 17.9
0-4 554,124 17,749 32,0 5555 7154 15,063 2701 1,110,478 32,812 29.5
5 =9 5554969 3,112 5.6 548,277 2,829 5¢2 1,104,246 55941 504
10 = 14 437,347 1,104 2.5 397,752 1,568 3.9 835,099 2,672 3.2
5 =19 283,994 15163 4.1 239,859 T49 3.1 523,853 1,912 3.6
20 - 24 191,281 15134 549 211,156 650 31 402,437 15784 4.4
25 - 29 170,508 15,213 Te1 225,641 1,106 409 396, 149 25319 509
30 - 34 163, 149 824 501 209,522 1,388 606 372,671 24212 59
35 = 39 185, 237 670 3.6 188, 154 659 365 373,391 15329 3.6
40 — 44 148,720 15334 9o0 154,580 1,172 Te6 303,300 24506 8.3
45 - 49 115,335 15224 10.6 110,780 1, 160 10,5 226,115 2,384 10.5
50 = 54 104,655 19430 137 109,184 1,215 111 213,839 25645 12.4
55 = 59 85,309 945 1141 T1,739 686 9.6 157,048 15631 10.4
60 — 64 76,824 19604 20.9 725157 15901 2663 148,981 35505 235
65 + 1654359 T9392 44,7 124,859 59920 474 290, 182 13,312 45.9
§/S 18,179 1,102 60,8 36,242 517 1443 54,421 15619 29,7
Tetal 3,256,554 42,000 12,9 3,255,656 36,583 1102 6,512,210 78,583 1261

# Rate per 1,000 population.
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Table 4(j) Death Rates by Age Greup amd Sex, Rural Sidame,1982/83

Malae Female Beth Sexes
Age at
o Population Death  p°3'l  Pepulatien Death  Leily  Pepulatiom Death o3
0 48,583 3,669  T5.5 47,976 4,450  92.8 965560 8,119  84.1
1-4 204,815 59051 2447 206,021 3,398 16.5 410,835 8,449  20.6
0-4 253,398 8,720  34.4 253,997 7,848  30.9 507,395 16,568  32.7
-l 283,611 24651 9.3 282,772 24332 8.2 566,383 4,983 8.8
10 - 14 238,594 19541 665 210,410 1,027 4.9 449,004 2,568 57
V=1 147,537 735 5.0 115,653 508 4.4 263,190 15243 4.7
20 - 24 88,688 615 6.9 112,701 872 TeT 201,389 1,487 Tod
5 =-29 89,413 539 6.0 125,214 912 Te3 214,627 1,451 €.8
30 - 34 755592 423 546 98,665 405 441 174,247 828 4.8
35 - 39 78,832 386 4.9 87,078 537 662 165,910 923 56
40 = 44 59,989 494 8.2 60, 195 602 10,0 120, 184 1,096 91
45 — 49 51,455 669 13.0 45,925 212 4.6 97,380 881 9.0
50 = 54 35,318 568 1641 34,239 446 13.0 694557 1,014 14.6
55 = 59 28,079 376 13.4 23,570 225 9.5 519649 601 11.6
60 ~ 64 28,238 510 17.4 21,708 865 39.8 49,946 1,375 2745
65 + 65,878 24863  43.5 38,215 1,602  41.9 104,093 4,465 42.9
N/s 2,328 32 137 2,832 135 477 59 160 167 3244
Tetal 15526,950 21,122 13.8 1,513,164 18,528 1242 3,040,114 39,650 13,0

* Rate per 1,000 population.
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Table 4(k) Death Rates by Age Group amd Sex, Rural Wellega 1982/83

Male Female Beth Sexes

Age at
Death Populatien Death  Lovy  Pepulatiem Death  bocos  Pepulatienm Death eaih
0 38,150 35795 99.5 37,892 2,709 T1e5 76,042 64504 85.5
4 -4 165,037 3,740 22,7 163,533 35275 20,0 328,570 Ts015  21.4
0~-4 203,187 79535  3T.1 201,425 55984 29,7 404,612 139519  33.4
5=9 199,006 2,072 10.4 197,008 15605 8e1 396,014 3,677 9.3
10 - 14 1525 124 562 367 153,472 501 343 305,596 15063 305
15 = 19 100,078 903 9.0 94,837 266 2.8 194,915 19 169 6.0
20 - 24 62,223 301 4.8 75,710 187 2.5 137,933 488 3.5
25 =29 545113 123 2.3 76,490 404 5¢3 130,603 527 4.0
30 - 4 50,478 99 2.0 65,726 469 Tet 116,204 568 4.9
35 =39 46,175 599 13,0 53,604 585 10,9 99,779 1,184 11.9
40 ~ 44 40,931 498 12,2 45,463 570 12,5 864394 1,068 12.4
45 - 49 33,605 457  13.6 35,200 AT 12,7 68,805 904  13.1
50 = 54 28,311 468 16.5 36,734 432 11.8 65,045 900 13.8
55 =59 26,436 676 2546 27,459 272 9.9 53,895 948 1746
60 —~ 64 26,507 684  25.8 27,493 1,048 38,1 54,4000 1,732 32.1
65 + 63,654 3,806 59.8 5Ty444 4,660 8101 121,098 85466 6949
N/s 1,086 322 29665 15149 261 2272 2,235 583  260.9
Total 1,087,914 19, 105 17.6 15 149,214 17,691 154 2,237,128 36,796 16.4

# Rate per 1,000 population,
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Table 4(1) Death Rates by Age Greup amd Sex, Rural Welles1982/83

Male Female Beth Saxes
Age at
PR Populatien Death  pottl  Pepulatien Death  °o%  Pepulatien Destn DR
0 43,783 3,708 847 42,925 2,949  68.7 86,708 6,657 76.8
4 -4 175, 307 4,697 26,8 177,323 4,060 22.9 352,630 8,757 24.8
0-4 219,090 8,405  38.4 220,248 7,009 31,8 439,338 159414 3501
=3 207,669 913 404 207,757 970 4¢7 415,426 1,883 4.5
10 - 14 162,101 344 2e1 139,412 617 404 301,513 961 302
15=19 113,542 339 3.0 96,395 282 2.9 209,937 621 3.0
20 - 24 80,592 416 502 794357 2214 2.8 159,949 637 4.0
25 - 29 72,852 363 5.0 80,081 587 Te3 152,933 950 6.2
30 - 34 644145 2717 4e3 93,270 575 662 157,415 852 Sek
35 =39 735,401 402 5¢5 86,335 571 6.6 159,736 973 601
40 = 44 T1,433 606 8.5 83,828 544 6.5 155,261 15 150 To4
45 - 49 579943 469 8e1 60,016 272 445 117,959 T41 6.3
50 - 54 56,870 525 9.2 70,473 766 10,9 127,343 19291 10,1
55 = 59 48,448 307 6o3 41,364 397 946 89,812 704 7.8
60 - 64 47,884 814 17.0 40,695 8717 2106 88,579 1,691 191
65 + 101,432 4,059 4040 79,169 3,922 4945 180, 601 75981 44,2
N/S 1,219 314 257.6 940 224  238,3 25159 538  249.2
Tetal 1,378,621 18,553 13.5 1,379,340 17,834 129 2,757,961 36,387 1342

# Rate per 1,000 population.

bS



occurred among children under age 5 for rural Ethiopia and
this pattern holds for every region of the country. Infant
death rate (refers to deaths of children under age 1 per
1000 mid-year population) for rural Ethiopia was found to be
94 per thousand population. This was observed to be highest
in Bale (199.7/1000) followed by Arssi (143.5/1000) while
this was lowest in Illubabor (64.4/1000). This overall
rank-order of the regions with respect to infant death rate
also holds for both males and females except for lowest rate
for male. Male infant death rate was observed to be lowest
in Sidamo. It is to be also noted from table 4 that infant
death rate is found to be higher for males than for females.
These rates were 102.5/1000 and 85.0/1000 for males and
females respectively in rural Ethiopia. This overall
male/female pattern of infant death also holds for every
region except for Gojjam where female rate was found to be
higher than male rate. This could be due to under-

enumeration of male deaths under age 1 in this region.

c) VLife Table

After converting the age-specific death rate (nMx) into
life table death probability (n9x), abridged life tables

were calculated for males and femzles. Tables 5(a) and 5(b)

show the results and the 1, and e%x values are plotted

respectively in Figure 2 and Figure 3. According to the
life table, a male child born in the registration year
would, on average, expect to live 54.6 years, while a female
child would, on average, expect to live 54.2 years in rural

Ethiopia (see Table 5(a) and 5(b)).

The 1ife expectancies at birth for males and females
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. 1
Table 5(a) Abridged Life Table for .tales Based on 1982/83 Mortality Rate’,

Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Number of
Age- Probability Person person

specific of dying Survivors years years :

Age mortality between age to exact living in still to Expectation

Group Rate X=x+n age x age x-x+n survived of life
m q 1 Lx T eo
n x n'x % n X X

0 U, 1025 0.0975 100000 92941 5456382 54.56
1=4 0.0237 0.0907 90250 345401 5363441 59.43
S5-9 0.0070 0.0344 82064 403286 5018040 61.15
10-14 0.06040 0.0198 79241 392250 4614754 58.24
15-19 0.0053 0.0262 77672 383962 4222504 54.36
20-24 0.0065 0.0320 715637 372308 3838542 50.75
25-29 0.0070 0.0344 73217 359857 3466234 47.34
30-34 0.0054 0.0267 70698 349630 3106377 43.94
35-39 0.0065 0.0320 68810 338769 2756747 40.06
40-44 0.0098 0.0479 66608 325612 2417978 36.30
45-49 0.0118 0.0574 63417 308475 2092366 32.99
50-54 0.0149 0.0720 59777 288859 1783891 29.84
55-59 0.0140 0.0678 55473 268643 1495032 26.95
60-64 0.0217 0.1032 51712 245945 1226389 23.72
65+ 0.0473 1.0000 46375 980444 980444 21.14

1) See Appendix E for Life Table Equation.
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Table 5(b) Abridged Life Table for Females Based on 1982/83 Mortality Rate °,
Rural Ethiopia,1982/83
Number of
Age- Probability Person person
specific of dying Survivors years years
Age mortality between age to exact living in still to Expectation

Group rate X=x+n age x age X-x+n survived of life

n"'x n9x 1 an T e’

X X X
0 0,0850 0.0815 100000 94099 5416648 54.17
1-4 0.0222 0.0852 91850 352523 5322549 57.95
=9 0.0070 0.0344 84024 412857 4970026 59.15
10-14 0.0041 0.0203 81134 401707 4557169 56.17
15-19 0.0049 0.0242 79487 392653 4155462 52.28
20-24 0.0050 0.0247 77563 383200 3762809 48.51
25-29 0.0074 0.0364 75647 372162 3379609 44,68
30-34 0.0062 0.0306 72893 359839 3007447 41.26
35-39 0.0071 0.0349 70662 347324 2647608 37.47
40-44 0.0089 0.0436 68196 334045 2300284 33.73
45-49 0.0092 0.0450 65223 319022 1966239 30,15
50-54 0.0131 0.0636 62288 302443 1647217 26.45
55-59 0.0117 0.0569 58326 283675 1344774 23.06
60-64 0.0324 0.1504 55007 255340 1061099 19.29
65+ 0.0580 1.0000 46734 805759 805759 17.24

1) See Appendix E for Life Table Equation.
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from reported data seem to be exaggerated for a rural

developing society like Ethiopia and hence reflects under-

reporting of death events by registration.

Figures 2 and 3 present the probability of surviving
from birth to indicated age x (1) and expectation of
remaining years of life (ey,) by sex as derived from the
abridged life table, respectively. As could be seen from
figure 2, the chance of surviving from birth is high past
age-five (where mortality is low) and declines very steadily
until the age of 55. Then there is a sharp decline in the
proportion of surviving and reaches zero at the age of
65 and over.

Expectation of years of remaining life given in figure 3
indicates a declining pattern by age for both males and
females. The figure further shows that eventhough the age
pattern is similar for both the sexes, expectation of years

of remaining life is higher for males than females in all

age groups.

2.3 FERTILITY

a) Fertility Measures

Table 6 provides reported fertility measures by region.
The measures include crude birth rate, (CBR), general
fertility rate (GFR), total fertility rate (TFR), gross

reproduction rate (GRR).

The crude birth rate (CBR) refers to the total number of
births occurring in a given year per 1000 mid-year

population. The rate was found to be 32.7/1000 population



in 1982/83 in rural Ethiopia.

Taking the standardized rate for comparison of CBR
among the regions, this was found to be highest in Bale
(50.6/1,000) followed by Arssi (46.7/1,000), while this was
lowest in Illubabor (22.7/1,000) followed by Keffa
(24.8/1,000). For the rest of the regions, the CBR varied
from 37.9/1,000 in Gojjam to 28.5/1,000 in Gamo Goffa (see
Tables 1(a)-1(1) for reported and Table 6 for standardized

rates).

The general fertility rate 1is defined as the number of
births occurring in a given year per 1000 women in the
reproductive ages (i.e« women aged 15-49). The GFR was
found to be 156 per 1000 women for the total of 12
regions. The highest general fertility rate was observed in
Bale (238.6/1,000) and Arssi (222.9/1,000) regions. The GFR
for Gojjam, Hararge and Wellega were well over the average
for the rural population. Relatively low GFR was seen 1in
Illubabor (116/1,000) and Keffa (119.1/1,000) regions. In
the rest of the regions it varied from 136.3 per 1,000 women

in Gondar to 150.7 per 1,000 women in Shewa.

Another parameter of fertility that takes into account
the age structure of a population is what is known as total
fertility rate (TFR)s Total fertility rate refers to the
number of children a woman is likely to produce at the end
of her reproductive period given the current age-schedule of
fertility rates. In other-words, when total fertility rate
is measured on the basis of period data, it is an estimate
of the average number of children born to members of a
hypothetical cohort free from the incidence of mortality,

subjected during its entire reproductive life to the age
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Table 6 Crude mythganeml Fertility, Total Fertility and Gross Repreduction

Rates, by Region, Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Crude Birth Rate Oenaral Total Gress

Region « Fertility Fertility Reproduct-—
Reported Standardized Rate Rate ion Rate

All Hegions 3245 - 1560 5.0 204
Arssi 42,2 46.7 222.9 Te2 3.5
Bale 46.9 5006 238.6 T.9 3.9
Gamo Coffa 32.4 28.5 143.4 43 2.2
Oe jjam 39.6 37.9 185.0 59 2.8
Jendar 28.5 28.5 136.3 4.4 2.1
Hararge 375 35.3 1779 53 2.5
I1lubaber 2541 22.7 116.0 3.8 1.9
Keffa 2761 24.8 11901 3.8 1.9
Shawm 31.0 31.9 150.7 4.9 263
Sidame 30.4 28.9 143.1 4.4 242
Hellega 32.7 34.9 16346 5e3 2.6
Welle 30,3 3%:3 144, 1 4.9 2.4

*Standardized for age using the female population ef 12 regions as
standand.



specific fertility rate that prevails in the period. Since
total fertility rate is derived from age-specific fertility
rate which allows for age structural differences, it has

an advantage over CBR and GFR.

As shown in the table, total fertility rate for rural
Ethiopia is 5 children per woman. Examination of TFR by
region reveals that Arssi and Bale regions had highest
fertility rate (TFR of over 7); while regions like Gojjam,
Hararge and Wellega had a moderate value of TFR (over 5
children per woman). The lowest TFR is observed in

Illubabor and Keffa (only 3.8 children per woman).

Another fertility index related to TFR is the gross
reproduction rate (GRR), which measures the number of
daughters a woman would have under a given fertility
schedule and it is simply obtained from TFR, that is by
multiplying TFR by the proportion of female births. GRR
obtained from the current data set in this manner indicates
2.4 daughters per woman for rural Ethiopia. Arssi and Bale
regions have highest GRR (over 3 daughters per woman) and

Illubabor and Keffa have lowest GRR (1.9 daughters per

woman) .

The reported fertility indicators are apparently low
for a rural developing country like Ethiopia by any standard
and hence reflects under-reporting of births by the

registration system.

b) Aqe-Specific Fertility Rate (ASFR)

While the preceding fertility indices only measure
fertility level, ASFR shows age pattern of fertility. Table
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7 gives the number of women and births by age and sexX and
the corresponding ASFR (which is the ratio of births to

women in each age-group).

It is generally observed that age specific fertility
rate is low in early years of reproduction and increases
with age until it reaches peak age of child-bearing in ages
between (20-29). On the basis of peak age of fertility,
three major types of fertility patterns are discernible, an
early peak type in which the maximum fertility rate occurs
in the age group 20-24 years, a late peak type in which the
maximum is observed in age group (25-29), and the broad peak
type where the ASFR for women aged 20-24 and 25-29 years
differ only slightly, greatly exceeding the rates for women

at younger and older age groups.

Out of the 12 regions, Bale and Shewa showed an early
peak and Illubabor and Sidamo exhibited a broad peak; while
the remaining regions including the total for 12 regions
(i.e., rural Ethiopia) experienced a late peak type (see
Tables 7, T(a)-7(1)) and Figure 3 for ASFR of 12 regions

combinedly).

2.4 In and Out Migration

In migration rate for 12 regions was 23.1 per 1,000
mid-year population. Among the regions, Illubabor
experienced the highest rate of in-migration (38.0/1,000),
followed by Gojjam (36.3/1000) while the population of
Hararge (11.8 per 1000) experienced the lowest rate of in-
migration followed by the population of Gamo Goffa ( 14.9
per 1000). For the rest of the regions, the in-migration

rate varied from 15.2 per 1000 in Shewa to 36.3 per 1000 in



Table 7 Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratej of Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
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Number of Live Births

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of

Group Male Female  Total Women Mele Female Total

15 = 19* 48,891 45,176 94,157 977,407  0.0501 0.0462 0.0963
20 = 24 101,698 96,446 198,144 916,721  0.1109 0.,1052 0.2161
25 - 29 117,231 112,982 230,213 977,586 0.1199 0.1156 0.2355
%0 - 34 87,613 82,588 170,201 888,196 0.0986 0.0930 0.1916
35 = 39 63,426 60,120 123,546 755,600 0.0839 0,0796 0.1635
40 - 44 22,209 20,654 42,863 619,377 0.0359 0.0333 0.0692
45 - 49** 6,887 6,614 13,501 438,492 0.0157 0.0151 0.0308
Total 448,045 424,580 872,625 5,573,379 0.5150 0.4880 1.0030

% Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

e Births to mothers sge 50 and over are included in this group.
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Table 7a Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratef Rural Arssi, 1982/83

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of
Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 - 19° 3,489 3,095 6,584 44,080 0.0792 0.0702 0.1494
20 - 24 5,199 5,430 10,629 40,475 0.1284 0.1342 0.2626
25 - 29 7,767 7,404 15,171 43,247 00,1796 0.1712 0.3508
30 - 34 5,812 5,866 11,678 4%.890 0.1324  0.1337 0.2661
35 - 39 5,603 4,174 9,777 37,792 0.1483  0.1104 0.2587
90 = 4% 14574 1,359 2,933 29,897 0.0526 0.0455 0.0981
45 - 49 ** 664 530 1,194 20,726 0.0320 0.0256 0.0576
Total 30,1708 27,858 57,966 260,107 0.7525 0.6908 1.4433

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers sge S0 and over are included in this group.



Table 7b Age-Sex Specific Fertility Rate$ of Rural Bale, 1982/83

Number of Live Births

67

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of
Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 - 19° 926 908 1,844 14,035 0.0667 0.0647  0.,1314
20 - 24 2,358 2,488 4,846 12,517 0.1884 0.1988 0.3872
25 - 29 2,384 2,023 4,407 14,271 0.1671  0.1418 0.3089
30 - 34 1,870 2,007 3,877 13,195 0.1417 0.1521 0.2938
35 - 39 1,664 1,774 3,438 13,145 0.1266 0.1350 0.2615
40 - 44 664 593 1,257 10,156 0.0654 0.0584 0.1238
45 - 49°** 286 212 498 7,200 0.0397 0.029% 0.0692
Total 10,162 10,005 20,167 84,519 0.7956 0.7802 1.5757

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

.

Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.



68

Table 7c Age-Sex Specific Fertility Rate§of Rural Gamo-Goffa 1982/8

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of

Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 - 19* 898 1,186 2,084 36,820  0.0244 0.0322 0.0566
20 - 24 4,050 3,947 7,997 37,338  0.1085 0.1057 0.2142
25 - 29 5,219 5,745 10,964 48,581 0.1074 0.1183  0.2257
30 - 34 3,354 3,808 7,162 40,466  0.0829 0.0941  0.1770
35 - 39 2,298 1,75 4,054 29,701 0.0774% 0.0591  0.1365
40 - 44 356 553 909 23,972 0.0149 0,0231 0.0380
45 - 49** 65 150 215 15,908  0.0041 0.0094 0.0135
Total 16,240 17,145 33,385 232,786  0.4196 0.4419 0.8615

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Hirths to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.
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Table 74 Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratef of Rural Gojjam, 1982/83

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates
Age Number of —
Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total

15 - 19° 8,465 7,699 16,164 116,874 0.0724 0,0659 0.1383

20 - 24 13,476 12,724 26,200 102,977 0.1309 0.1236  0.2544

25 - 29 13,781 13,725 27,506 105,822 0.1302 0.1297 0.2599

30 - 34 9,474 8,055 174529 88,870 0.1066 0.,0906 0.1972

35 - 39 6,858 6,548 13,406 72,367 0.0948 0,0905 0.1853

40 - 44 2,690 1,778 4,468 53,856 0.0499 0.0330 0.0830
45 - 49** 1,191 886 2,077 39,432 0.0302 0.0225 0.0527
Total 55,935 51,415 107,350 580,198 0.6150 0.5558 1.1708

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers sge 50 and over are included in this groupe.
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Table 7e Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratefof Rural Gondar, 1982/83

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of

Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 = 19° 4,775 4,903 9,678 82,161  0.0581 0.0597  0.1178
20 - 24 6,417 4,519 10,936 67,361 0.0953 0.0671 0.1623
25 - 29 6,271 6,450 12,721 64,909  0,0966 0.,0994  0.1960
30 - 34 4,292 4,315 8,607 59,077  0.0727 0.6730  0.1457
35 - 39 3,173 3,465 6,638 41,187  0.0770 0.0841 0.1612
40 = 44 1,191 1,067 2,258 38,893 0.0306 0.0274 0.0581
45 - 49°" 595 504 1,099 27,424  0.0217 0.0184  0.0401
Total 26,714 25,223 51,937 381,012 0.4520 0,429 0.8811

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this Eroup.



Table 7f Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratei of Rural Hararge, 1982/83

71

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of —
Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total

15 - 19* 3,455 3,425 6,880 82,565 0.0418  0.0415 0.0833
20 - 24 10,678 10,719 21,397 90,343 0.1182 0.1186 0.23%68
25 = 29 13,752 11,670 25,422 91,154 0.1509 0.1280 0.2789
30 - 34 8,857 8,274 17,131 75,314 0.1176  0.1099 0.2275
35 = 39 4,648 4,529 9,177 54,113 0.0859 0,0837 0.1696
40 - 44 1,476 994 2,470 43,863 0.0337 0.,0227 0.0563
45 - 49°** 234 103 337 28,252 0.0083 0.0036 0.0119
Total 43,100 39,714 82,814 465,604 0.5564  0.5080 1.0644

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.
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Table 7g Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratef§of Rural Illubabor, 1982/83

Number of live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates
Age Number of .

Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 - 19° 931 997 1,930 16,793 0.0554 0.0594 0.059%4
20 - 24 177 1,903 3,674 21,628 0.0819 0.,0880 0.1699
25 - 29 2,212 2,162 4,374 26,301 0.0841 0.,0822 0.1663
30 - 34 1,434 1,432 2,866 23,626 0.0607 0.0606 0.1213
25 - 39 1,282 999 2,281 20,900 0.0613  0,0478 0.1091
40 - 44 328 379 707 17,876 0.0184 0.,0212 0.03%96
45 - 49°* 168 315 489 13,595  0.0124 0.0232 0.0360
Total 8,126 8,187 16,321 140,719 0.3742 0.32824 0.7571

* Births to mothers under age 15 sre included in this group.

** Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.



Table 7h Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratef of Rural Keffa, 1982/83
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Number of Live Birth

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of
Group Male  Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 = 19° 2,457 2,120 4,577 57,339  0,0428 0,0370 0.0798
20 - 24 5,137 5,904 11,041 65,160 0.0788 0.0906 0.1694
25 - 29 6,870 6,554 13,424 75,877 0.0905 0.0864 0.,1769
30 - 34 5,121 4,711 9,832 76,586 0.0669 0.0615 0.1284
35 = 39 4,309 5,184 9,493 71,225 0.0605 0,0728 0.1333
40 - 44 1,474 1,538 3,012 56,802 0.0259 0,0271  0.0530
45 - 49*° 329 329 658 34,03  0.0097 0.,0097 0.0194
Total 25,697 26,340 52,037 437,025 0.3751 0.3851 0.7602

-

Births to mothers under sge 15 are included in this group.

Birthe to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.
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Table 71 Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratefof Rural Shewa, 1982/8

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates
Age Number of
Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 -19° 11,224 8,895 20,19 239,859 0.0468 0.0371 0.0839
20 = 24 25,142 21,214 46,%56 211,156  0.1191  0.,1004 0.2195
25 - 29 24,348 23,971 48,319 225,641 0.1079 0.,1062 0.2141

30 - 34 22,548 20,100 42,648 209,522 0.1076 0.0959 0.2035
35 - 39 16,436 13,695 30,131 188,154 0.0874 0.,0727 0.1601
40 - 44 5,710 5,651 11,361 154,580 0.0369 0.0366 0.0735
45 - 49 **  1,0%0 1,897 2,927 110,780 0.0093 0.0171  0.0264

Total 106,438 95,423 201,861 1,339,692 0.5150 0.4660 0.9810

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.



Table 7 Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratelof Rural Sidamo, 1982/83%

75

Number of Live Births

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of
Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 « 19 * 3,839 3,896 74735 115,653 0.0332 0.0337 0.0669
20 - 24 12,230 12,892 25,122 112,701 0.1085 0.1144 0.2229
25 -« 29 13,807 13,781 27,588 125,214 0.1103 0.1100 0.2203
30 - 34 8,533 9,495 18,028 98,655 0.0865 0.0962 0.1827
35 - 39 5,612 5,404 11,016 87,078 0.0644 0.,0621 0.1265
4O - 44 1,232 1,063 2,295 60,195 0.0205 0.0176 0.0381
45 - 49 ** 313 264 577 45,925 0.0068 0.0058 0.0126
Total 45,566 46,795 92,361 645,421 0.43%02 0.4398 0.8700

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Hirths to mothers sge 50 and over are included in this group.
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Table 7k Age-Sex Specific Fertility Ratefof Rural Wellega, 1982/83

Number of Live Births Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of

Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 - 19°* 3,714 3,598 74,312 94,837  0.0392 0.0379  0.0771
20 - 24 8,599 9,058 17,657 75,710 0.1136 0.1196  0.2332
25 = 29 10,844 9,638 20,482 76,490  0.1418  0.1260  0.2678
30 - 34 7,543 6,156 13,699 65,726 0.1148 0.0936  0.2084
35 - 39 4,580 5,554 10,134 5%, 604 0.0854 0.10%3  0.,1890
40 - 44 1,280 1,868 3,148 45,463 0.0281 0.0411  0.0692
45 - 49°** 576 146 722 35,200 0.0164 0.0041  0,0205
Total 37,136 36,018 73,154 447,030 0.5393 0.5259 1.0652

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.



Table 71 Age-Sex Specific Fertility Rate of Rural Wello, 1982/83

Number of Live Births

¥ i)

Age Specific Fertility Rates

Age Number of

Group Male Female Total Women Male Female Total
15 - 19* 4,814 4,678 9,492 96,395 0.0499 0.0485 0.0984
20 - 24 6,614 5,585 12,199 79,357 0.0833  0.,0704 04,1537
25 - 29 9,953 9,841 19,7% 80,081 0.1243 0.1229 0.2472
30 - 34 8,784 8,366 17,150 9%,270 0.0942 0.0897 0,1839
35 - 39 6,969 7,049 14,018 86,335 0.0807 0,0817 0.1624
40 - 44 4,256 3,840 8,096 83,828 0,0508 0.0458 0.0966
45 - 49** 1 442 1,297 2,739 60,016 0.0240 0,0216 00,0456
Total 42,832 40,656 83,488 579,282 0.5072 0.4806 0.9878

* Births to mothers under age 15 are included in this group.

** Births to mothers age 50 and over are included in this group.
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Gojjama.

The out-migration rate was 22.0 per 1,000 mid-year
population. This was highest in Illubabor (37.7/1000)
followed by Gojiam (34.7/1,000) and Gondar (34.6/1,000).
Keffa experienced the lowest rate of out-migration (6.9 per
1,000 mid-year population), followed by Hararge
(13.0/1,000). For the rest of the regions, the out-
migration rate ranged from 15.1/1000 in Gamo Gofa to

34.6/1000 in Gondar.

It is to be noted here that the migrants, whether in or
out migrants, were overwhelmingly dominated by those who
moved within the region. At least 95 percent of migrants
(in or out) have moved in or out within the region. The
intra-regional migrants were also female dominated and this
overall pattern also holds for every region. The inter-
regional migrants particularly those of out-migrants were
male dominated and this holds for the majority of regions
(See Table 1, 1(a)-1(1)). The net migration rate was

found to be negative in the majority of regions.

2,5 Seasonality of Births and Deaths

While recording vital events infourmation on dates of
occurrence of the events in days, months and years were also
obtained. This piece of information has allowed us to
examine seasonality of the events. To study seasonal
variation of births and deaths, seasonality index 1is
calculated and provided in Table 8 and Figure 5. In the
computation of the index, it is assumed that births and
deaths are evenly distributed over the 12 months. In other

words, it is hypothesized that the chance of a birth or a
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Jeath to occur in any one of the 12 months o

f the given year

is equal. The assumption implies that if there is no

seasonal variations the index is expected to be one (or 100

if multiplied by 100).

As can be seen from Table 8 and figure 5, there 18 a
tendency of seasonal variation in the occurrence of births
and deaths. The seasonality of births shows the highest
peak in the month of Meskerem followed by Tir,Nehase and
Sene; with the respective seasonality indices of 134.9,
124.3, 116.3 and 110.1. On the other hand, births were less
likely to occur in the month of Hamle followed by Ginbot and

Tahsas. In the rest of the months, the index ranged from

89.4 in the month of Megabit to 97.8 in the month of Hidar.

The peak months of death were Ginbot, Miazia, Sene,

Hamle and Nehase with the highest concentration in the

month of Ginbot. Deaths were less likely to occur in the

months of Yekatit, Tir and Tikemt (see Table 8 and Figure

5)e

Considering seasonal variation of births and deaths
among the regions, it may be observed that in most of the
regions, births were more likely to occur in the month of
Meskerem. Similarly, deaths were more frequent in the months

of Ginbot, Sene and Hamle in the majority of the regions.

The peak months of death also coincide with rainy season. In
this season the incidence of malaria is at its peak, and
there is scarcity of food supply and the price of food is
relatively high. These may explain higher deaths in the

rainy season in rural Ethiopia.



Table 8 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Ethiopia,

1982/83
Birth Death

Month of
Occurrence Seasonality Seasonality

Number % Saitpssudk Number Z rade
Meskerem 40,720 11.2 134.9 30,563 8.0 96.3
Tikemt 28,052 747 92.9 27,854 743 87.8
Hidar 29,522 8,2 97.8 29,550 7.8 93.1
Tahisas 25,416 7.0 84.2 31,757 8.3 100.1
Tir 37,533  10.4 124.3 27,839 7+3 87.7
Yekatit 27,603 7.6 91.4 23,366 6.9 83.1
Megabit 27,000 7.5 89.4 31,633 8.3 99.7
Miazia 29,112 8.0 96.4 35,691 9.4 112.4
Ginbot 25,253 7.0 83.6 36,395 9.6 114.7
Sene 33,239 9,2 110.1 35,933 9.4 113.2
Hamle 23,692 6.5 78.5 33,669 8.9 106.1
Nehase 35,121 9.7 116.3 33,612 8.8 105.9
Total 362,263 100.0 380,862 100.0

Observed Number of Events X 100

* Seasonality Index =

Expected

Where

M

n

360

Number of Events =

Mxn
360

Expected Number of Events

Total number of events registered in a year.

81

= Number of days in a given month, which is in this case 30, and

= Number of days in a year.
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Table 8(a) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Arssi,

1982/83
Birth Death

Month of

Occurrence Wik 7 iﬁgzzgality Bl P izz:z:glity
Meskerem 2,497 10.5 125.9 1,587 15 90.3
Tikemt 1,789 7.5 90.2 1,633 17 92.9
Hidar 1,872 7.9 94 .4 1,633 7.8 92.9
Tahisas 1,659 7.0 83.7 1,897 9.0 108.0
Tir 2,088 8.8 105.3 1,355 6.4 77.1
Yekatit 2,526 10.6 127.4 1,611 7.6 91.7
Megabit 1,886 7.9 95.1 1,694 8.0 96.4
Miazia 1,830 Tsd 92.3 1,443 6.9 82.1
Ginbot 15719 Tl 86.7 2,101 10.0 119.6
Sene 2,164 9.1 109.1 2,085 9.9 118.7
Hamle 1,671 7.0 81.5 2,025 9.6 115.3
Nehase 2,092 8.8 105.5 2,024 9.6 115.2
Total 234,793 100.0 100.,0 21,088 100,0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.
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Table &@b) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Bale, 1982/83

Birth Death

Month of i
Occurrence Natbae , ?Ezzziality Boker ” iz:::jﬁllty
Meskerem 711 8.8 105.8 533 T2 91.9
Tikemt 658 8.2 97.9 593 8.5 102.2
Hidar 701 8.7 104.3 602 8.6 103.8
Tahisas 765 9.5 113.8 616 8.9 106.2
Tir 710 8.8 105.6 494 i 85.2
Yekatit 590 7 87.8 611 8.8 105.3
Megabit 786 9T 1120 633 9.1 109.1
Miazia 711 8.8 105.8 593 8.5 102.2
Ginbot 512 6.4 76.2 630 9.1 108.6
Sene 627 7.8 93.3 497 7.1 85.7
Hamle 235 6.6 79.6 602 8.6 103.8
Nehase 760 9.4 113.1 557 8.0 96.0
“Total  8.066 100.0  100.0 6,961 100.0 100.0

¥ Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(c) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Gamo-coffa,

1982/83
Birth Death
Month of

Occurrence Munibet p ?izzszlity Number 2 ?:gzzrality
Meskerem 1,634 12.9 145.6 1,461 8.5 102.0
Tikemt 1,204 9.0 107.3 1,598 93 111.6
Hidar 1,196 8.9 106.6 1,800 10.5 125.7
Tahisas 979 y R 87.3 1,239 v g8 86.5
Tir 1,024 7.6 91.3 1,079 6.3 75.3
Yekatit 1,028 7.6 91.6 958 5.6 66.9
Megabit 738 5a3 65.8 1,421 8.3 99.2
Miazia 1,297 9.6 115.6 1,254 7.3 87.6
Ginbot 994 7.4 88.6 1,351 9.0 108.3
Sene 1,268 9.4 113.0 1,776  10.3 124.0
Hamle 1,040 17 92.7 1,659 9.6 115.8
Nehase 1,061 7.9 94.6 1,388 8.1 96.9
“Total 13,463 100.0 100.0 17,184 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.
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Table 8(d) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurence, Rural Gojjam, 1982/83

Birth Death

Month of — y
Occurrence Ricidax 2 iﬁ::z:ality Hibex 7 iz:zz:&llty
Meskerem 4,756 10.9 130.6 5,008 12.2 146.3
Tikemt 2,932 6.7 80.5 2,958 7.2 86.4
Hidar 3,936 9.0 108.0 3,462 8.4 101.1
Tahisas 2,652 6.0 72.8 3,073 745 89.8
Tir 4,970 11.4 136.4 2,868 7.0 83.8
Yekatit 2,958 6.8 81.2 2,032 4.9 59.4
Megabit 3,290 7.5 90.3 2,503 6.1 73.1
Miazia 3,748 8.6 102.9 3,610 8.8 105.5
Ginbot 3,219 7.4 88.4 3,987 9.7 116.5
Sene 3,473 7.9 95.3 4,185 10.2 1223
Hamle 2,624 6.0 72.0 3,440 8.4 100.5
Nehase 5,162 11.8 141.7 3,950 9.6 115.4

" Total 43,720 100.0 100.0 41,076 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(e) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Gondar, 1982/83

Birth Death
Month of
Occurrence Nutlbes Seasonality Rtk 7 Seasonality
Indexx Index*

Meskerem 3,589 15,7 188.8 1,548 6.5 171.9
Tikemt 952 4.2 49.9 1,912 8.0 96.3
Hidar 1,870 8.2 98.1 1,984 8.3 99.9
Tahisas 1,191 5,2 62.5 1,861 7.8 93,7
Tir 2,744 12.0 144 .0 2,955 12.4 148 .8
Yekatit 1,624 7.1 85.2 1,434 6.0 12.2
Megabit 1,727 7.6 90.6 1,392 5.8 70.1
Miazia 1,965 8.6 103.1 2,193 9.2 110.4
Ginbot 1,847 8.1 96.9 2,156 9.1 108.6
Sene 14675 7.3 87.9 1,953 8.2 98.3
Hamle 1,194 5.2 62.6 1,963 8.3 98.8
Nehase 2,480 10.8 130.1 2,487 10.4 125.2
Total 22,868 100.0 100.,0 23,838 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(f) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Hara£554]982/83

Birth Death

Month of c
Occurrence Bisibes 7 ?Egzzzality Bigiliet 7 i:gzzzéllty
Meskerem 3,573 10.6 126.7 4,314 11.5 138.1
Tikemt 3,074 9.1 109.0 3,279 8.7 104.9
Hidar 2,347 6.9 83,2 3,156 8.4 101.0
Tahisas 2,967 8.7 105.2 2,799 7.5 89.6
Tir 3,573 10.5 126.7 1,858 5.0 59.5
Yekatit 2,462 7.3 87.3 1,973 5.3 63.2
Megabit 2,132 6.3 75.6 3,933 10.5 125.9
Miazia 2,798 8.3 99.2 3,227 8.6 103.3
Ginbot 1,893 5.6 67.1 2,990 8.0 95.7
Sene 4,197 12.4 148.8 3,090 8.2 98.9
Hamle 2,051 6.1 72.7 3,267 8.7 104 .6
Nehase 2,175 8.2 98.4 3,397 9.6 115.1
Total 33:542 100.0 100.0 37,483 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(g) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Illubabor,

1982/83
Birth Death

Month of

Occurrence T 7 fijiz:ality Miidiai 5 iisiz:ality
Meskerem 615 8.8 106.0 538 4.6 55.2
Tikemt 734 10.5 126.5 812 6.9 83.3
Hidar 661 Do 114.0 867 7.4 88.9
Tahisas 462 6.6 79.6 1,018 8.7 104 .4
Tir 619 8.9 106.7 792 6.8 81.2
Yekatit 325 4.1 56.0 771 6.6 19,1
Megabit 397 1% 68.4 1,361 11.6 139.6
Miazia 590 8.5 101.7 1,545 13.2 158.5
Ginbot 508 7.3 87.6 1,401 12.0 143.7
Sene 816 1% 140.7 787 b.7 80.7
Hamle 521 729 89.8 906 7.8 92.9
Nehase 714 10.3 123.0 898 v 92.1
Total 6,962 100.0 100.0 11,696 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(h) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Keffa, 1982/83

Birth Death

Month of y
Occurrence — 7 izzi::ality iy 7 iiﬁii&allty
Meskerem 2,514 11.0 132 1,975 Sad 68.5
Tikemt 1,748 7.5 90.2 1,305 3.8 45.3
Hidar 1,873 8.2 98.3 1,810 5.2 62.8
Tahisas 2,077 9.1 109.0 2,636 7.6 91.4
Tir 1,960 8.6 102.9 2,249 6.5 78.0
Yekatit 1,481 6.5 2.7 2,557 7.4 88.7
Megabit 1,398 6.1 73.4 3,430 9.9 119.0
Miazia 1,556 6.8 81.7 3,913 113 135.17
Ginbot 1,693 7.4 88.9 4,346 12.6 150.7
Sene 2,859  12.5 150.1 3,159 9.1 109.6
Hamle 1,916 8.4 100.6 3,738 10.8 129.6
Nehase 1,817 7.9 95.4 3,475 10.1 120.5
Total 22,862 100.0 100.0 34,593 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(i) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Shewa,1982/83

Month of Birth Death
Occurrence Siidbar 1 izzzzzality Siebis B ?:::::ality
Meskerem 8,986 10.7 128.9 5,042 6.5 78.5
Tikemt 7,126 8.5 102.2 6,131 8.0 95.5
Hidar 6,728 8.0 96.5 6,841 8.9 106.5
Tahisas 5,662 6.8 81.2 8,018 10.4 124.9
Tir 9,193 11.0 131.8 5,035 6.5 78.4
Yekatit 7,089 8.5 101.7 5,672 7.4 88.3
Megabit 6,703 8.0 96.1 5,652 7.3 88.0
Miazio 6,185 7.4 88.7 7,596 9.9 118.3
Ginbot 5,492 6.6 78.8 6,761 8.8 105.3
Sene 6,856 8.2 98.3 8,547 11.1 133.1
Hamle 5,134 6.1 73.6 6,043 7.8 94.1
Nehase 8,503 10.2 121.9 5,702 7.4 88.8
Total 83,658 100.0 100.0 77,040 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.



Table 8(j) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Sidamo,1982/83

Month of Hlrsh Dk
Occurrence s 7 i:;:::ality el un % ii:ii:alltY
Meskerem 3,401 9.5 114.4 2,530 6.6 78.9
Tikemt 3,045 8.5 102.4 1,899 4.9 59.2
Hidar 2,587 7.3 87.0 2,882 7.5 89.9
Tahisas 2,296 6.4 77.2 3,302 8.6 103.0
Tir 3,725 10.4 125.3 3,283 8.5 102.4
Yekatit 2,637 7.4 88.7 3,079 8.0 96.0
Megabit 2,632 7.4 88.5 3,370 8.8 105.1
Miazia 3,100 8.7 104.3 3,164 8.2 98.7
Ginbot 3,144 8.8 105.7 3,489 9.1 108.8
Jene 3,128 8.8 105.2 3,200 8.3 99.8
Hamle 2,717 7.8 93.4 4,742  12.3 147.9
Nehase 3,198 9.0 107.6 3,530 9.2 110.1
Total 35,670 100.0 100.0 38,470 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.
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Table 8(k) Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births, Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Wellega, 1982/83

Month of PAFEH Death
QRO Rebe oy DOy g, g jREERER
Meskerem 3,597 11.4 136.5 2,295 6.4 76.7
Tikemet 2,530 8.0 96.0 2,294 6.4 76.7
Hidar 2,376 7.5 90.2 2,013 5.6 67.3
Tahisas 2,443 1.7 92.7 2,475 6.9 82.7
Tir 2,721 8.6 103.3 3,721 10.4 124.4
Yekatit 2,426 7.7 92.1 3,251 9.0 108.6
Megabit 2,930 9.3 111.2 4,299 12.0 143.7
Miazia 2,696 8.5 102.3 3,994 11.1 133.5
Ginbot 1,904 6.0 72.2 4,223 11.8 141.1
Sene 2,686 8.5 101.9 3,095 8.6 103.4
Hamle 2,546 8.1 96.6 2,016 5.6 67.4
Nehase 2,768 8.7 105.0 2,230 6.2 74.5
Total 31,623 100.0 100.0 35,906 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.
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Table 8(1)

Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Births,

Deaths and

Seasonality Index by Month of Occurrence, Rural Well

o 1982/83

Month of Birth Desth
Occurrence G : iﬁ::ﬁ:’lity S v izgzzrallty
Meskerem 4,839 13.5 162.5 3,735 10.5 126.1
Tikemet 2,289 6.4 76.9 3,433 9.7 115.9
Hidar 3,375 9.4 113.3 2,505 7.0 84.6
Tahisas 2,264 6.3 76.0 2,829 8.0 95.5
Tir 4,208 11.8 141.3 2,143 6.0 72.3
Yekatit 2,458 6.9 82.5 2,421 6.8 81.7
Megabit 2,381 6.7 79.9 1,948 5.5 65.8
Miazia 2,635 7.4 88.5 3,166 8.9 106.9
Ginbot 2,327 6.5 78.1 2,769 7.8 93.5
Sene 3,489 9.8 117.1 3,559 10.0 120.1
Hamle 1,679 4.7 56.4 3,266 9.2 110.3
Nehase 34793 10.6 127.4 3,774 10.6 127.4
Total 35,137 100.0 100.0 35,548 100.0 100.0

* Same as in Table 8.
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2,6 Completeness of Registration Data (CBR, CDR & IMR)

In this part of the analysis, it 1is intended to
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evaluate data from the Experimental Sample Vital Registration System

(ESVRS) using data from external sources. In this case the
1981 Demographic Sample Survey (DSS) results for rural
Ethiopia were taken as standard. In other words, we assume
that the adjusted crude birth and death rates and infant
mortality rate obtained from DSS of 1981 are complete.

The reliability of this evaluation exercise, inter
alia, is contingent upon the completeness of the assumed

standard data set.

Percentage completeness of CBR, CDR and IMR from gEsyrs
evaluated against the adjusted set of data obtained from the
1981 DSS are presented in Table 9. As given in the table
the crude birth rate fromESVRS is only 67.1% complete.
Birth data tended to be better completed in Bale region
(percentage completeness of 98.7%). Similarly, births were
better reported in Arssi (83.3% complete). On the other
hand, reporting of births was poor in Keffa (53.4%),
Illubabor (54.8%), Gamo Goffa (56.0) and Sidamo (57.3%).

Assessment of death data suggests that it is 80.7%
complete measured against the selected standard. Percentage
completeness was over 100 percent in Illubabor and Wellega.
This implies that deaths in these regions were over-reported
compared to the standard, however, it is very unlikely to
find over-reporting of deaths and hence death data for the
standard may be under-reported or incomplete. With respect
to other regions, death rates are relatively complete in

Keffa (93.9%), Gamo Goffa (92.0%) and Arssi (91.2%). Death
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Table 9 Percentage Completeness of CBR, CDR and IMR Obtained from the 1982/83
ESVRS Compared Against the Adjusted Set of CBR, CDR and IMR Derived
from the 1981/82 Rural Demographic Sample Survey (DSS)

Region DSS 1981{823) ESVRS 1982/83 Percentage Compleﬁenesg)
CBR CDR IMR CBR CDR IMR CBR CDR IMR
All Regions 48,45 18.1 141 32.5 14.6 95 67.1 80.7 67.4
Arssi 50.65 17 .1 137 42.2 15.6 135 83.3 91.2 98.5
Bale 47 .51 22,5 173 46.9 16.6 170 98.7 73.8 98.3
Gamo Goffa 57.88 18.7 150 32.4 17.2 95 56.0 92.0 63.3
Gojjam 55.29 18.5 144 39.6 15.4 92 71.6 83.2 63.9
Gondar 46.14 15.1 118 28.5 13.2 93 61.8 87.4 78.8
Hararge 52.88 21.0 163 37.5 17.3 101 70.9 82.4 62.0
Illubabor 45.80 18.4 141 25.1 18.5 /70 54,8 100.5 49.6
Keffa 50.75 19.6 154 27.1 18.4 127 53.4 93.9 82.5
Shewa 49.01 15.4 119 31.0 12.1 73 63.3 78.6 61.3
Sidamo 53.09 16.2 125 30.4 13.0 88 57.3 80.2 70.4
Wellega 45.62 15.4 119 32.7 16.4 89 71.7 106.5 74.8
Wello 40.59 19.2 148 30.3 13.2 80 74.6 68.8 54.1

a) CSA, 1989: Population Situation in Ethiopia - Past, Present and Future:

Population Studies Series No.1.

b) Using 1981 Demographic Survey Results as Standard.



data were least complete in Shewa (78.6%). On the basis of
this indicator, it can be said that death data were

relatively more complete than birth data in all the regions.

One component of mortality measure that is usually
subject to under-reporting is infant deaths. The reported
IMR obtained fromESVRS is only 67.4% complete measured
against the ad justed IMR from the 1981 DSS. Evaluation of
IMR for regions indicates that completeness of infant deaths
was very good 1in Arssi and Bale while this wasg very poor in
Illubabor. The percentage completeness of infant death were
98.5, 98.3 and 49.6 in Arssi, Bale and Illubabor
respectively. In the rest of the regions, percentage

completeness ranged from 54.1% in Wello to 82.5% in Keffa.
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III. NUPTIALITY

Marital status is one of the most important variables
affecting fertility behaviour particularly in a non-
contraceptive society and where most of the births take
place within the marital union. It is not the timing of
first marriage and celibacy but also the extent of broken
marriages such as widowhood, divorce and separation,
constitute significant intermediate variables affecting the
time span of the reproductive process and indirectly
fertility behaviour (Davis and Blake, 1956). Moreover,
changes in the distribution of marital status have an
important bearing on the size and structure of families and
households. Analysis of historical data shows that
nuptiality pattern characterized by late marriage and
widespread celibacy contributed significantly to the
lowering of fertility levels in the early stage of
demographic transition in Western Europe. Conversely,
nuptiality pattern of developing countries marked by high
incidence of marriage and younger age of marriage are
considered to be the major factors responsible for high
fertility in these societies. Marital status, therefore,
calls for careful analysis. In this section of the report
an attempt is made to provide an account of nuptiality
pattern and its determinants in rural Ethiopia, employing
data collected by household survey carried out in September
1982and those by the Experimental Sample Vital Registration
System (ESVRS) during the period 1982-83.

The findings of the present study are presented in
three different sub-sections: A, B and C. Sub-section A

presents marital status of the rural population, based on



data collected by first round household survey conducted in
September 1987. Sub-sections B and C deal with annnal
incidence of marriages and divorces and their correlates

based on continuous registration data collected during the

period September 12, 1982 - September 11, 1983.

A. MARITAL STATUS OF THE RURAL POPULATION

In this sub-section we provide a pen picture of the
marital situation of the rural sedentary population under
the study. This would involve a comparison of the
proportion single, married, divorced and widowed by region.
Tables A.1-A.14 present the distribution of the marital
status of the rural sedentary population by region and for
the total rural population. The data presented in this
section are those obtained by baseline household survey
conducted in September 1982 before launching the continuous

vital registration operation.

A.1 Proportion Single.

Data in Table A.1 show that 30.7 percent of the rural
sedentary population aged 10 years and above were single
(never married) in 1982. The proportion of single males
(38.0 percent) is higher than the proportion of single
females (23.5 percent). Confining the analysis to the
standardized rates, it may be observed that the proportion
single is highest in Wellega (34.7%) followed by Gamo Goffa
(313.6%) and Hararge (33.5%) while this was lowest in Gojjam
(20.2%) followed by Gondar (25.5%). The proportion single
in the remaining regions is concentrated within a narrow

ranpge of 32.3% to 33.4%. The proportion (standardized) of

m
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single males and females are also found to be highest in
Wellega (41.3% for males and 28.5% for females) and lowest
in Gojjam (28.0% for males and 12.9% for females) followed
by Gondar (33.1% for males and 16.4% for females). In all
the regions, the proportion of single males is higher than

the proportion of single females.

Table A.2 presents marital distribution of the rural
sedentary population by age and sex, while Tables A.3-A.14
present the marital distribution by region. Examination of
data of rural Ethiopia shows that the proportion single is
highest at ages 10-14 for both sexes which declines with an
advancing age, although more rapidly for females than males
(see Figure A.1). For example, over 95 percent of males and
89 percent of females were single at ages 10-14 years and
this diminishes to six-seventh of males and nearly one-half
of the females by the time both attain the age of 15-19
years, and over 90 percent of women and about one half of
men were ever married by the time they attain the age of 20-
2l years. There were few persons remaining unmarried past

the age of 40 years, indicating universal marriage pattern.

The pattern of age distribution of the proportion
single observed for 12 regions (i.e, rural Ethiopia), also
holds true for each of the regions, excepting that the
magnitude of the proportion single at each age varies from
one region to the other. For example, in all regions, as
that of rural Ethiopia as a whole, the proportion single is
at its maximum at 10-14 years age group. Over 90 percent of
males in age group 10-14 years were single in every region.
This was also observed for females, except for Gojjam,

Gondar and Wello. The proportion of females singles at age-



group 190-14 years in Goijam, Gondar and Wello were 56.74,
65.75 and B85.9”7 percent, respectively. Consistent with the
national tinding (i.e., rural area as a whole), we also find
that the proportion of single males and females quickly
diminishes with age. However, the proportion of single
males and females diminishes with a varying degree of
decline from age to age among different regions. For
example, 90, 71, 55 and 54 percent of males in Gojjam,
Gondar, Sidamo and Hararge changed their marital status from
single to ever married by the time they have attained the
age of 20-P4 years. The corresponding proportions in the
remaining reglions ranged between U2 to U8 percent. In case
of females, at least 90 percent of them changed their
marital status from single to ever married by the time they
attain the age of 20-2U years although there are regional
variation. The proportion of females remaining single by

the age of 20-24 years varied from 2.3 percent in Gojjam to

10.2 percent in Gamo Goffa.

It is alao to be noted from combined data of 12 regions
i.e., for rural Ethiopia and from each region separately
that the proportion single (i.e., never married) in the age
groups 10-14 and 15-19 particularly the latter are higher
for males than females 1indicating that age at marriage for
females being earlier than age at marriage for males. This
has been also borne out by data of the present study. The
singulate mean age at marriage estimated from the present
data for riural males and females were 22.4 and 17.2 years

respectively (see Table A.15).

The percentage of those who had never married in the

age group HU5-U9 indicates the degree of permanent 'celibacy'
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present in a society. This is virtually absent in rural
Ethiopia. And this holds true in every region of the
country. The proportion of single men in the age-group 45~
49 ranges from 0.07 percent in Gojjam to 1.83 percent in
Illubabor. The corresponding figure for female ranges from
lowest 0.10 percent in Keffa to highest 1.30 percent in
Gondar. For the rural area as a whole, this figure was

about one percent for male and female.

A.? Proportion Married

It may be observed from Table A.1 that 59.2 percent of
the rural sedentary population aged 10 years and above were
married in 1982. The proportion of married females (61.6%)
is higher than the proportion of married males (56.6%).
Confining the analysis to the standardized rate, it may be
observed that the proportion married was highest in Gojjam
(65.7%) followed by Gondar (63.7%), Keffa (60.4%) and Sidamo
(60.3%) while this was lowest in Gamo Goffa (56.1%) followed
by Shewa (56.7%). The proportion married in the remaining
regions is concentrated within a narrow range of 58.7% to
59.7%. The proportion (standardized) of married males and
females are also found to be highest in Gojjam (63.8% for
males and 66.9% for females), second highest in Gondar
(62.3% for males and 6U4.7% for females) and lowest in Gamo
Goffa (54.2% for males and 57.4% for females) followed by
Shewa (54.2% for males and 59.1% for females). In every
region, the proportion cf married females is higher than the

proportion of married males.

Examination of data (Table A.?) on marital distribution
of the rural sedentary population aged 10 years and above by

age and sex shows the following major featurs of marital



pattern: i) marriage is universal and also begins at an
early age. For example, in 1982 nearly 26 percent of the
combined rural population in the age group 15-19 were
married and by the age of 25-29, 87 percent were married.
There were few persons remaining unmarried past the age of
40. Over 90 percent of the rural population were married by
the time they attain the age of 35-39 (see Table A.2 and
Figure A.2). The marital pattern observed for rural
Ethiopia also holds for almost every region of the country
(see Tables A.3-A.14). At least T4 percent of males and 85
percent of females are married by the age of 25-29 in each
region, except for males in Wello. In this region, the
proportion married males were only 68 percent in the age-
group 25-29. This could be considered merely as an
exception. Similarly, at least 90 percent of males and
females were married by the age of 35-39 in every region of
the country; ii) women tend to marry earlier than men. For
example, about 46 percent of the total rural women in the
age-group 15-19 were married as against only 8 percent rural
males (see Table A.2). The finding of higher proportion of
females than males married at younger ages for rural
Ethiopia as a whole also holds for every region, although
regional variation exists (see Tables A3-A1U4). For
example, only U to 7 percent of males were married in the
age-group 15-19 in 10 out of 12 regions, except for Gojjam
and Gondar. In these two regions the incidence of early
marriage is very high. At least twenty percent of males and
seventy percent of females in Gojjam and Gondar were married
by the age of 15-19. In contrast to this situation, we find
that at least 31 percent of females were married by the age

of 15-19 in all but one region. Only in Gamo Goffa 28
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Percent of women were married by the age of 15-19. This

figure ranged between 49 to 70 percent for 6 regions, 35 ‘%o
41 percent for 4 regions and less than 31 percent for two
regions only. 1iii) there shows a curvilinear relationship
between age and proportion married (see Table A2)s The
propensity to marry tends to rise with age to a peak at
middle ages, usually in the age groups 30-34 and 35-39,
particularly the latter, and tapers off thereafter. And
this pattern is observed in almost every region of the
country; iv) the proportion of married women was higher than
married men in all age-groups upto age group 30-34 and
thereafter, the picture reverses. In otherwords, there are
more men than women in marital union at higher ages (i.e.,
ages beyond 34). And this pattern also holds true in
almost every region of the country*. This could result from
greater chances of re-marriage for men than women,

particularly at higher ages.

A.3 Proprtion Divorced/Separated and Widowed.

Once formed, marriages are subject to dissolution from
two factors that actively get in the way or otherwise hinder
smooth functioning of marriage. One of these intervening
obstacles is divorce, and the other intervening obstacle is
widowhood. Both of those factors will be discussed in this

section.

'Only exception from this pattern could be found in Gojjam,
Gondar, Illubabor and Keffa. In Gojjam and Gondar, the
proportion of women married was higher than the married men
only upto age-group 20-24, while in Illubabor and Keffa,
this pattern was observed only upto age-group 35-39.



It may be observed from Table A.1 that L.6 percent and
4,2 percent of the rural sedentary popnulation aged 10 years
and above were divorced and widowed respectively in 1982.

The proportions of divorced and widowed females (8.0 percent
divorced and 5.5 percent widowed) are higher than the
proportions of divorced and widowed males (1.3 percent
divorced and 2.9 percent widowed). Confining the analysis
to the standardized rate, it may be observed that the
proportion divorced was highest in Gamo Goffa (6.8%)
followed by Shewa (6.3%) and Hararge (6.2%) while this was
lowest in Wello (3.5%) followed by Gojjam (3.7%). However,
the rank-order of the region changes when the proportion
divorced is considered for males and females separately.

The proportion divorced (standardized) for male 1is highest
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in Shewa (2.9%) followed by Hararge (2.7%) and Gamo Goffa

(2.7%) while for female this was highest in Gamo Goffa
(11.1%) followed by Hararge (10.4%), Shewa (9.7%) and Sidamo
(9.7%). The proportion divorced for male is lowest in Wello
(0.7%) followed by Sidamo (1.1%) while for female this was
lowest in Gojjam (6.3%) followed by Wellega (7.3%) and
Gondar (7.4%).

Among the regions, the proportion (standardized)
widowed is highest in Gojjam (10.5%) followed by Gondar
(6.7%) while this was lowest in Wellega (1.6%) followed by
Sidamo (1.9%). The proportion (standardized) of widowers
and widows are also found to be highest in Gojjam (T.1%
widowers and 14.0% widows) and second highest in Gondar
(3.4% widowers and 11.5% widows). However, the proportion
(standardized) of widowers and widows are reported to be

lowest in Wellega (1.1%) and Sidamo (1.4%) respectively.



118

The distribution of the proportion divorced and widowed
by age group shows the following major pattern (see
Figures A.3 and A.4). i) in general, the proportion of the
divorced and widowed are prominent at higher ages and this
holds in almost every region of the country; 1ii) in the
majority of age groups, the proportions divorced and widowed
were substantially higher among females than males. And
this overall pattern also holds for almost every region of
the country, except for Hararge and Sidamo. In these two
regions, the proportion widowers is higher than the
proportion widows in the majority of age groups. However,
this was not supported by 1984 Poulation and Housing Census
data of Sidamo and Hararge. The 1984 census data confirm
higher proportion of widows than widowers in almost every
age-group in both Hararge and Sidamo (CSA, 1990). The
finding of higher proportion of widows than widowers may be
attributed to greater chances of remarriage among the latter
than the former and also spouses of the latter are younger
and hence wives have a higher chance of survival than their

husbands.

From the preceeding findings, it appears that the
incidence of marriage i.e., the proportion married is
highest in Gojjam followed by Gondar for both males and
females. Conversely, the proportions of single males and
females are lowest in Gojjam followed by Gondar. The
proportion of males and females married is lowest in Gamo
Goffa. The incidence of widowhood is also highest in Gojjam
followed by Gondar. The proportion of males divorced is
highest in Sidamo and lowest in Wello while the proportion
of females divorced is highest in Gamo Goffa and lowest in

Gojjama



A.u Tre Singulate Mean Age 2t Marriage

In the absence of a direct question onr thke age at
marriage in tre base line survey, we hrave made anr indirect
estimate of mean age at marriage by the Hajnal Technique,
known as Singnlate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM)i. This
measure is an estimate of the average number of years lived
by a cohort of women before their first marriage giving a
good approximation to the age at marriage in a population.
This is computed from the proportion who are single, that is
never married, in each age group. The estimated age at

marriage by region is presented in Table A.15.

The singulate mean age at marriage for the rural
sedentary population is estimated to be 22.4 and 17.2 years
for males and females respectively. Among the regions, the
estimated singulate mean age at marriage is found to be
lowest for both men and women in Gojjam followed by Gondar,
while this was found to be highest in Wello and Gamo Goffa
regions for men and women respectively. The estimated
singulate mean age at marriage for males was 18.1 and 20.2
for Gojjam and Gondar regions respectively. The
corresponding figures for females were 13.6 and 14.6. The
highest estimated singulate mean age at marriage for males
and females were 23.8 and 18.9 years in Wello and Gamo Goffa

respectively.

1/This measure is an estimate of the average number of years
lived by a cohort of wocmen before their first marriage
(Hajnal, J. 1953; "Age at Marriage and Proportions
Marrying",Population Studies, Vol. VII, No.2, PP.111-136).
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Table A.2

Age

the Rural Sedentary Population Aged 10 Years and

Above, 1982/83

(4 Distribution)

Marital Status

Total

Groiip Single Married Divorced Widowed Not Stated
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male
10-14 95.69 89.06 92.59 1.43 6.22 3.66 0.16 0.26 0.21 0.32 2.47 1..33 2.40 1.99 2.2 100
15-19 88.33 46.75 68.81 773 46.44 25.90 0.08 0.18 0,13 2.42 5.80 4.00 1.44 0.83 1.16 100
20-24 45.98 6.60 24.64 47.35 86.73 68.70 0.26 0.68 0.48 5.31 5.55 5.44 1.10 0.44 0.74 100
25-23 13.92 V.57 6.95 80.15 92.48 87.11 0.58 1.29 0.98 4.97 4,40 4.65 0.38 0.26 0.3 100
3u-34 4,20 1.35 2.60 90.61 91.57 91.14 0.83 2.57 1.81 4.10 4,20 4.16 0.26 0.31 0.29 100
35-39 1.62 0.63 1.11 94.26 90.72 92.47 1.05 4.28 2.69 2.92 4,14 3.54 0.15 0.23 0.19 100
4U-44 1.44 1.11 1.27 93.88 84.28 89.00 1.35 7.98 4.72 3.03 6.23 4.66 0.30 0.40 0.35 100
45-49 0.94 0.55 0.76 94.67 79.07 87.25 1.60 12.86 6.95 2.64 7.2 &7 0.5 0.40 0.27 100
50-54 J.d4 0.66 0.75 bZ.SI 69.23 80.42 2.63 19.56 11.42 3.43 9.48 6.57 0.39 1.07 0.84 100
55-59 u.67 U.80 0.73 93.46 63.41 80.13 2.50 24.27 12.16 3.17 10.85 6.57 0.20 0.67 0.4 100
60-b4 d;?i 0.90 0.82 92.14 50.51 72.08 3.42 35.82 19.04 3.00 11.13  6.91 0.69 1.64 1.15 100
65-09 0.56 0.87 0.69 92.03 41.22 70.42 3.70 43,95 20.82 3.34 11.79 6.93 0.37 217 .14 100
70-74 1.04 0.88 0.97 BH.14 30.62 61.85 5.90 54.67 28.19 4.24 10.93 7.30 0.68 2.90 1.69 1ou
15-79 V.58 0.95 0.73 86.65 26.82 62.50 7.29 57.58 27.59 4.79 11.45 7.48 0.69 3.20 1.70 100
80-84 0.90 1.58 1.21 83,18 20.59 54.76 10.10 64.45 34.77 4,17 9.52 6.60 1.865 3.86 2.66 100
85+ 1.29 2.08 1.61 79,15 18.15 54.74 11.64 66.66 33.65 5,34 J.26 G4l 2,58 5.85 3.89 100
N/S 3% W) 1.17 2,77 23.76 29.44 27.17 1.06 7.18 4.73 1.23 1.05 1.12 68.78 61.16 64.21 100
Total 38.02 23.52 30.66 56,56 61.64 59.21 1.26 8.01 4,63 2.9 5.5 4,22 1.26 1.29 1.27 100

Female

100
100
100
100
100
100
10
100
1w
100
100
100
100
100
100
100

100

100

Total

100
10U
100
100
100
100
100
100
100
oo
100
LYV
Tuu
Uy
100
100

100

100
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Table A.3 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Arssi, 1982/83
(% Distribution)
Marital Status /Sex
Age
Group Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total dale Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
10 - 14 96.5Y 94 .30 95.52 0.95 3.28 2,04 0.10 0.21 0.15 0.10 0.31 0.20
15 - 19 90.34 46.88 70.96 6.87 49,66 25.95 0.09 0,05 0.07 0.16 2.64 1.2
20 = 24 54 .66 1428 29.59 41.22 88.60 66.29 0.70 [ 1.24 2.12 2.18 2415
23 = 29 17.01 1.90 8.41 76.89 92.86 85.99 1.71 1.93 1.83 4.04 2.77 3.31
30 - 34 6.03 1.29 3.26 88.64 93.74 91.62 1.36 3.14 2.42 3.83 1.61 2453
35 - 39 1.47 0.06 0:73 94.71 93.08 93.86 1.38 4.08 2.79 2.38 2,51 T e
40 = 44 1.19 0.81 0.99 93.97 83.87 88.52 2.01 11.03 6.87 2.38 3.94 3.22
45 - 49 1.39 0.31 1.30 94.76 80.62 92.18 1.19 14.12 3.38 2553 4.71 2.46
30 = 54 1.30 1.18 1.23 92.18 73.14 81.68 3.38 18.85 11.91 2.46 6.10 4,47
55 - 59 0.86 0.33 0.62 93.74 66.88 81.28 1.30 26.67 13.07 3.97 5.10 4.49
ol - 64 1.89 0.41 1.14 92.67 48.99 70.79 2.14 33.66 20.44 2.74 9.81 6.28
65 - 69 0.74 - 0.43 93.31 37.43 69.72 4.33 53.02 24,89 1.02 8.40 4 .48
70 - 74 1.18 0.54 0.87 89.74 26.23 58.51 5.74 62.65 33.72 3.10 6.91 4.98
75 - 79 - - - 86.79 28.69 62.11 3.88 65.20 29.92 9.03 3.70 6.77
80 - 84 - 0.63 0.63 83.86 16.72 16,72 11.91 72,47 72.47 2.84 2.61 2.61
85 + 1.00 1.65 1.29 76.85 12022 48.35 17.46 85.30 47.38 1.30 - Q73
N/S 0.18 4.51 1.97 21.19 24 .18 22.60 0.18 12.24 5.72 - 3.1 1.43
Total™ 42.82 26.46 34 .45 52.66 60.20 56.54 1.41 9.51 5.53 1.89 2.83 232
Standardized 40.99 25.54 33.39 55.58 62.42 58.78 1.46 9.16 5.45 1.97 2.88 2,38

*

Does not add to 100 because marital status not etated cases are excluded.
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Table A.4 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Bale, 1982/83

(Z Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

Age Single Married Divorced Widowed
Group T
Male Female Total Male Female  Total Male Female  Total Male Female Total

10 - 14 97.88 97.31 97.62 0.99 1.63 1.29 0.17 0.41 0.28 0.06 0.1 0.08
19="19 94.93 58.80 78.81 3.95 38.59 19.40 0.13 0.09 0.1 0.21 2,18 1.G9
20 - 24 52.63 6.02 26.55 44 .88 90.08 70.17 0.10 1.29 0.76 1.55 2.47 2.07
25 - 29 14.38 1.02 6.10 82.02 95.38 90.30 0.78 1.72 1.36 2.75 1.81 2.17
0 - 34 3.41 0.78 1.82 93.52 94.16 93.90 0.85 2.17 1.65 2.01 2.75 2.46
35 - 39 0.87 0.41 0.61 95.67 92.15 93.64 1.62 5.1 3.63 1.83 2,28 2.09
40 - 44 1.55 0.34 0.89 95.30 87.11 90.80 0.79 8.89 5.24 2.07 3.53 2.87
45 - 49 0.50 0.17 0.33 95.91 80.22 87.92 1.59 14.18 8.00 1.77 5.40 3.62
50 - 54 0.90 0.55. 0.7 94.96 69.21 80.45 1.58 21.96 13.06 2.18 7.23 5.03
55 =59 0.85 0.44 0.65 95.28 61.36 78.68 1.97 29.97 15.67 1.90 8.23 5.00
60 - 64 1.54 0.33 0.93 92.86 46.87 69.58 3.08 41.73 22.64 1.87 10.20 6.09
65 - 69 0.53 - 0.32 90.11 37.68 69.66 3.27 48.03 20.73 5.74 12.95 8.55
70 - 74 0.23 1.03 0.61 90.74 25.95 60.27 4.95 60.62 31.13 4.01 11.15 7.37
75 - 179 0.35 0.69 0.48 87.06 19.43 61.79 9.00 60.95 28.41 3.41 18.93 8. 21
80 - 84 0.26 3.62 1.67 83.61 13.68 54.37 11.29 67.66 34.91 4.49 9.24 6,48
35 + 0.27 - 0.17 75.15 12.76 51.72 15.14 75.67 37.82 7.57 8.16 7.79
N/S - 4.07 1.56 5.42 1.75 4.01 - 2.03 0.78 - - -
Total® 43.08 27.34 34.80 53.16 59.10 56.40 1.31 9.53 5.54 1.53 3.4 2.49
—;;andardized 40.51 26.65 33.40 56.70 60.91 58.83 1.22 9.07 5.27 1.57 3.37 2.50

II.Dotes not add to 100 because marital status nof _stated cases are excluded.

x4}



Table A.5 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Gamo Goffa, 1982/83

(7 Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

giiup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
10 - 14 97.03 96.85 96.95 1.41 1.22 1.32 0.09 0.20 0.14 0.08 .23 8515
15.= 19 92.85 69.31 81.73 5.81 28.09 16.38 0.13 0.15 0.14 0.66 1292 1.26
20 - 24 56.20 10415 30.56 38.30 84,22 63.87 0.30 1.08 0.73 4.76 4,46 4.59
25 = 29 12.62 1.23 b.13 79.07 94.53 87.88 0.73 1..13 0.96 7.24 3.05 4.85
30 - 34 3.15 0.44 1.71 90.09 92.87 91.57 1.44 3.73 2.65 5.32 2.96 4.07
35 - 39 1.21 0.57 0.91 92.57 88.75 90.77 1.39 6.66 3.87 4.78 4,02 .42
40 - 44 1.12 0.52 0.82 9211 80.99 86.58 2.73 12.47 7.58 3.91 = L 4.94
45 - 49 0.51 0.25 0.39 92.05 71.96 82.93 4.04 20.36 11.45 3:33 7.38 5,17
50 - 54 0.50 0.30 0.40 84.41 59.57 72.12 8.47 29.22 18.74 6.37 10.21 8.27
55 =59 0.39 1.00 0.68 88.28 49.02 69.61 6.51 40.82 22.82 4.49 8.16 6.23
60 - 64 0.97 1.24 1.10 82.13 41.64 62.83 10.47 51.94 30.24 5492 4,92 5.45
65 - 69 2.25 = 122 82.87 45,02 65.44 9.67 48.17 27 .40 4.77 6.03 535
70 = 74 111 0.33 0.80 79.90 22,23 56.36 15.22 72.59 38.62 3.77 379 3.78
75 = 79 0.77 3.82 2.09 83.78 35.62 62.91 13.60 52,53 30.47 1.85 5.38 3.38
80 - 84 - - - 79.08 20.96 59.91 14.98 78.14 35.81 5.45 0.90 3.95
85 + = - = 80.12 13.60 53.95 17.10 82,22 42.72 2.71 4.18 3.29
N/S - = - 15.30 5.86 9.80 - 3.36 1.96 = g 3
Total* 38.35 27.20 32.68 55,22 59.57 57.51 2.32 8.97 5.63 3.9 3.59 3.55
Standardized 39.71 27.83 33.561 54.19 57.41 56.06 2,72 11.06 6.79 3.38 3.70 3.54

*

Does not add to 100 because marital status not stated cqses are excluded.
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Table A.6 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Gojjam, 1982/83

(% Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

zﬁzup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

10 ~ 14 91.88 56.74 75.33 2.Nn 22.02 11.80 0.24 0.32 0.28 2,491 19.71 10.83
5% 19 55.69 10.86 32.58 .;:‘%§:B3 70.34 47.81 0.10 0.15 0.13 19.35 18.05 15.68
20 + 24 9.84 2.32 5.85 - 6932 B84.67 77.47 0.11 0.45 0.29 20.18 12.16 15.92
25 - 29 2.19 0.78 1.42 91.05 88.89 89.87 0.1 § J5 0.606 6.55 8.97 7.88
30 - 34 0.80 1.65 1.26 95.08 88.63 91.58 0.46 1.44 0.99 3.€2 7.87 5.93
35— 39 0.40 0.14 0.27 96.96 88.82 92.92 0.80 2.38 1.58 1.77 8.25 4.99
40 - 44 0.57 1:53 1.03 96.20 82.87 89.84 0.54 4.97 2.65 2.48 10.36 6.24
45 - 49 0.07 0.91 0.45 96.89 76.46 87.64 0.70 7.01 3.55 2.14 15.10 8.01
50 - 54 0.09 0.22 0.15 94.42 66.26 80.25 1.68 15.41 8.59 3.59 16.88 10.28
55 ~ 59 0.32 0.38 0.35 96.46 65.69 82.23 1.34 18.66 9.35 1.88 14.97 7.93
bU - 64 0.27 0.42 0.34 92.65 50.17 72.73 2.46 29.00 14.91 3.74 19.41 11.08
65 - 69 0.12 0.86 0.46 94.18 40.95 70.10 1.82 38.50 18.41 3.68 16.98 9.69
70 - 74 0.47 0.51 0.49 87.18 29.19 58.45 6.38 48.71 27.35 5.83 18.20 11.96
75 =179 . 2.42 1.03 83.22 31.38 61.06 10.41 47.33 26.19 3.34 14.42 8.08
80 - 84 - 2.44 1.06 69.94 12.66 45.18 20.10 61.56 38.02 9.24 22.63 15.03
85 + 0.97 2.28 1.44 69.19 16.79 50.29 18.54 62.68 34.46 9.89 11.97 10.64
N/S = - = 29.01 10.98 20.05 - 4.45 2.21 3.45 3.02 3.23

Togal* 26.80 12.54 19.63 63.97 67.29 65.69 0.89 5.33 3.13 7.33 13.82 10.54
Standardize‘L 28.03 12.86 20.16 63.78 66.92 65.72 1.07 6.25 3.66 4 ') 13.97 10.46

Boes not add to 100 because marital status not “stated cases are excluded.
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Table A.7 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Gonder, 1982/83

(% Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

gfzup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

10 - 14 92.10 65.75 80.12 5.78 29.23 16.45 0.32 0.36 0.34 0.15 3.68 P
15 = 19 75,27 18.59 47,12 21.62 69.86 45.58 0.11 0.36 0.23 1.34 10.46 5.87
20 - 24 28.88 6.03 Il 65,53 82.75 74.31 0.22 0.59 0,41 4,22 10.39 y N
23 = 25 9.99 2.51 4,09 & BT 85.45 86.46 0.55 0.82 0.69 5.54 11.10 8.58
30 = 34 3.09 2.81 2,94 93.20 83.23 87.98 0.50 1.74 1.15 2.85 12,03 7.66
35 - 39 0.70 2,04 1.:33 96.87 82.87 90.23 0.42 3.28 1.77 1.81 11.74 6.53
40 - 44 0.99 0.87 0.93 96.02 77.88 87.18 0.95 5.39 3T 1.88 15.53 B.54
45 - 49 0.20 1.30 U.68 95.96 75.78 87.11 1.14 9.52 4.82 2.70 13.28 7.34
50 - 54 0.88 0.80 0.84 94.79 60.86 78.37 313 18.21 9.39 2.91 18.65 10.53
55 = 59 0.47 0.54 0.50 9313 56.77 78.92 2439 19.03 8.87 3.95 23.66 11.65
60 - b4 U.35 2.08 1.13 94.20 44,72 71.66 2.10 36.63 17.83 3.27 15.73 B.95
65 — 69 = 0.99 0.42 92.28 33.08 67.47 3.64 46.57 21.63 3.83 17.90 9.3
70 = 74 0.78 1.22 0.98 88.08 24.15 60.16 6.77 58.21 29,23 4.14 15.58 9.14
75 = 79 = 1.99 0.83 79.86 10.92 51.08 11.86 59.22 31.63 8.26 24 .36 14.98
80 - B4 0.34 5.32 271 84.80 9.54 49.03 11.65 71.52 40,10 3.18 13.62 8.14
85 + - 5. 11 1.80 55.71 3.26 37.43 22,90 61:6¢ 36.41 18.21 26.06 20.95
N/S 1.60 - 0.75 39.12 37.28 38.14 = 4.30 229 5.79 1.31 3.41
Eotal* 33.67 16.92 25.48 61.93 64.97 63.49 0.99 6.23 3.53 2.53 X 23 6.73
standardized 33.08 16.42 25.49 62,31 64.73 63.70 1.21 737 414 3.40 11.48 6.67

* -
Does not add to 100 because marital status not stated_.cases .dre excluded.
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Table A.8 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Hararge, 1982/83
(Z Distribution)
Marital Status /Sex

ggzup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
10 = 14 95.88 95.92 95.90 0.88 1.06 0.96 0.20 0.16 0.18 0.02 0.22 0.11
15 - 19 93.99 58.20 76.82 3.72 39.36 20.82 0.04 0.35 0.19 0.26 0.78 0.51
20 - 24 46.29 5.35 22.46 50.59 91.35 74.32 0.35 0.96 0.70 1.85 2.19 2.05
25 - 29 12.86 1.24 6.35 82,58 94.89 89.48 1.15 1.83 1.53 2.92 1.95 2.38
30 - 34 2,79 1.21 1.98 91.59 94.18 92.92 1.56 3.16 2.38 3.88 1.40 2.61
35 = 39 1.46 0.76 1.14 93.39 92.78 93.11 2.50 5.12 3.70 2,51 1.25 1.93
40 - 44 1.64 1.43 1.55 94.11 82.59 88.78 1.96 13,01 7.07 2.17 2,09 2.13
45 = 49 117 0.93, 1.07 92.26 77.94 86.03 4,04 18.72 10.43 2.53 2.15 2.36
50 - 54 1.23 1.10 1.17 91.31 65.40 78.78 5.40 29.09 16.86 2.04 3.18 2.59
55 - 59 0.62 0.80 0.69 91.76 61.84 79.62 5.31 34.17 17.03 2.14 2.09 2.12
60 - 64 1.28 1.90 1.55 87.96 42.91 68.41 7.79 49.66 25,96 1.93 3.05 2.41
65 - 69 0.65 0.58 0.62 86.43 40.62 67.75 9.82 50.44 26,38 2.56 3.94 3.12
70 - 74 1.84 0.94 1.46 82.59 32.13 61.36 11.96 58.28 31,45 2.10 3.99 2.89
75 - 79 - 1.31 0.59 76.21 20.35 50.97 18.21 70.32 41.76 3.60 3.37 3.50
80 - 84 - 2.37 1.09 71.60 25.47 50.41 17.31 66.60 39.96 4.43 - 2.39
85 + 1.56 7.86 3.70 64,42 24.10 50.36 27.34 59.15 38.43 i.60 4.96 2.77
N/S 2.82 1.61 2.25 23.78 11.84 18.15 1.43 1.45 1.44 0.79 - 0.42
Total* 38.92 26.62 32.78 55.69 62.14 58.97 2.26 8.38 5.24 1.72 1.55 1.64
—g;andardized 38.81 26.21 33.45 55.56 61.82 58.65 2.65 10.37 6.24 2.98 1.60 1.66

'boes not add to 100 because marital status not stated cases are excluded.
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Table A.9 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Illubabor, 1982/83

(%Z Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

8zl

gizup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
10 - 14 97.34 95.89 96.66 0.73 1.88 1.27 0.81 0.32 0.58 0.14 0.30 0.21
9 = 19 92.09 47.11 73.59 6.41 48.71 24 .04 0.38 0.35 0.37 0.10 2,44 1.07
20 - 24 54.33 5.79 oy 42.3 90,22 68.98 0.53 0.47 0.49 2.2 325 2.79
25 - 29 21.20 0.48 8.94 73.87 94.38 86.01 0.08 1.83 1.36 4,21 3.09 .55
30 - 34 9.87 0.83 4.67 B4.59 94.42 90.25 0.65 2.16 1.52 4.78 2.40 3.41
35 - 39 3.66 0.99 2.17 89.14 93.14 91.38 1.55 Lold 2.20 5.45 3.02 4.09
40 - 44 1.56 0.29 0.48 93.02 90.92 91.88 3311 5.08 3.206 3.98 3.7 3.83
45 - 49 1.83 0.08 0.93 91.81 81.50 86.47 2.38 12.72 Teil3 3.42 5.02 4.50
50 - 54 1.93 .07 0.91 91.46 74.74 82.20 1.93 19.45 11.62 4,28 5.41 4.90
55'=°59 1.39 0.38 0.89 93.18 64,93 79.22 1.18 24 .47 12.69 4,02 9,55 byl 3
bu - b4 0.94 0.73 0.83 91.11 58.89 73.84 3.97 33.85 19.98 3.97 5.94 5.03
65 - 69 1.09 0.10 0.63 91.02 48.45 71.37 4.60 42,138 21.95 2.47 8.02 5.03
o - 74 1.31 = 0.66 88.46 43.85 66.32 4.41 50.46 27.27 5.01 4.91 4.90
79 =79 1.80 - 0.98 37.66 29.62 61.12 5,76 63,23 32,03 4.75 4.74 Ly
BU - 84 1.86 1-.k5 1.47 91.48 24.97 60.48 3. 19 58.14 33.48 3.12 4.68 3.98
85 + 2.20 1.66 1.98 86.25 22.75 60.13 9.11 72,52 35..19 2.44 0.66 1.71
N/S 4,38 4.01 4.23 5.47 - 3.3 = 14.38 5.69 2:19 - 133, .
Total" 36.10 19.41 2731 58.78 65.63 62.51 1.61 10.82 6.34 2,82 3.44 3.15
Standardized 41.17 24.65 32.74 54.26 63.98 58.83 1..93 8.22 5.54 2.64 35 19 2.89

*

Does not add

to 100 because marita! status not stated cases are excluded.



Table A.10 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Kural Keffa, 1982/83

(% Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

Age Single Married Divorced Widowed
Group
Male Female Total Male Female  Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
10 = 14 96.40 94.89 95.71 0.48 2.38 1.35 0.16 0.24 0.20 0.02 0.07 0.04
15 = 19 92.90 47.57 73.23 5.40 48.52 24. 11 0.03 0.07 0.05 0.20 2.75 1.34
20 - 24 53.57 5.08 26.10 42,51 91.27 70.14 0.37 0.53 0.46 2.28 2.74 2.54
25 - 29 18.35 1.14 8.70 76.95 95.47 87.34 0.37 0.78 0.60 3.91 2.4V 3.06
30 - 34 3.52 1.07 2.84 87.28 93.81 91.22 1.00 2.44 1.87 5.90 2.29 3.72
35 = 39 2.97 0.54 1.69 92.89 93.95 93.45 1.16 3.39 2.33 2.98 1.92 2,42
40 - 44 1.59 0.47 1.04 93.69 86.79 90.28 1.62 8.59 5.06 2,99 3.74 3.36
45 - 49 1.09 0.10 0.65 94.03 79.50 87.64 1.54 13.00 6.58 3.27 6.47 4.08
50 - 54 1.00 0.14 0.55 91.45 71.57 81.08 3419 21.49 12.74 3.78 575 4.81
59 = 59 0.37 0.25 0.32 94,25 63.66 81.99 2.63 26.87 12.35 1.93 7.42 4,13
60 - 64 0.38 0.75 0.56 93.11 47.93 70.58 3.75 40.68 22,17 2.69 8.29 5.48
65 - 69 1.26 0.37 0.89 90.87 39.63 69.64 372 51.04 23.33 4.14 6.74 5.22
70 - 74 0.42 0.66 0.53 90.23 34.79 64.81 6.10 56.30 29.12 3.00 5.70 4.23
75 = 79 0.47 - 0.30 88.25 26.49 66.19 6.23 52.49 22.75 4,08 10.78 6.86
80 - B4 0.28 - 0.16 90.19 23.32 62.76 6.27 70.12 32.46 1.72 4,48 2.86
B85 + 2,78 - 1.63 78.48 20.49 54.41 12.79 62.30 33.33 3.92 4.25 4.06
N/S 7.53 - 4.24 26.23 7.69 18.13 2.37 18.52 9.43 3.07 - 173
Total* 36.76 20.77 28.63 58.34 66.73 62.69 1.34 8.16 4.75 2.40 3.03 2.71
Standardized 40.20 24 .44 32, 27 56.21 64.20 60.39 1.30 8.34 4.73 2.29 3.02 2.61

*Does not add to 100 because marital status not.stated.cades are excluded.
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Table A.11 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above by Sex for Rural Shewa, 1982/83

(%Z Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

o€l

gﬁzup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Femal:— _;otal

10 - 14 94.87 93.60 94.26 1.06 2,35 1.67 0.12 0.27 0.19 0.08 0.41 0.24
¥ = 18 93.87 59.58 78.05 3.59 35.82 18.46 0.06 0.19 0.12 0.39 3.23 1.70
20 - 24 57.57 9.66 32.12 36.45 83.39 61.38 0.31 0.68 0.51 3.48 5.25 4.42
25 - 29 16.87 2.23 8.51 77.57 91.81 85.70 0.34 1435 0.91 4.70 4 .06 4,34
30 - 34 4.79 1.75 3.09 90.56 91.28 90.96 D.33 2.62 1.70 3.56 3.78 3.68
a5-= 39 1.88 0.76 1532 93. 71 90.20 91.96 0.63 4.87 2,75 3.44 3.75 3.59
40 - 44 1.78 1.85 1.82 92,95 83.03 87.85 1.16 8.64 5.01 3.49 5.79 4.67
45 - 49 1.50 0.66 1.09 93.92 78.54 86.48 1,52 14.07 7.59 2.73 5.99 4.31
50 = 54 0.84 0.98 0.91 91.96 66.96 79.21 2.05 20.53 11.47 3.89 1C.14 7.08
55 = 59 0.79 t25 0.99 92.19 63.23 79.37 2.56 23.80 11.96 4.14 10.75 7.07
60 - 64 0.65 0.73 0.69 91.27 50.89 7130 2,99 34.14 18.39 3.43 11.41 7.38
65 - 69 0.97 1.53 121 90.15 41.04 68.88 3,79 42.23 20,43 4.30 11.91 7.60
70 - 74 135 1.77 1.65 84.72 27.50 58.95 5.99 54.76 27.96 6.23 12.54 9.07
75 - 79 1.00 1.72 1.28 83.50  25.79  61.51 9.30  55.05  26.73 5.59 13.42 8.57
80 - 84 Y F 7 2.45 2.06 79.46 16.58 52,54 11:.23 62.09 33.00 33 11.81 7.19
85 + 0.70 3.33 1,77 74.16 13.67 49.64 11562 65.87 33.64 7.00 6.81 6.92
N/S 8.17 1.39 3.68 22.79 35.74 31.36 1.19 7.39 5.29 0.65 0.98 0.87
Total* 39.76 26.39 32.95 54.22 58.09 56.27 1.18 8.38 4,76 2.58 4.73 3.65
Standardized 40.17 26,53 33.32 54.33 59.05 56.74 2.91 9.69 6.28 2.59 4.73 3.66

*poes not add to 100 because marital status not_stated cases are excluded.



Table A.12 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Sidamo, 1982/83

(Z Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

Age Single Married Divorced Widowed
Group

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total
10 = 14 97.74 97.11 97.45 1.01 1.39 1.19 0.08 0.22 0.14 0.02 0.02 0.02
15 =19 93.98 58.16 77.97 4.26 40.67 20.53 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.65 0.54 0.60
20 - 24 44.75 4.19 21.67 50.22 93.94 75.10 0.33 0.39 0.37 4.23 1.35 2.59
25 - 29 10.13 0.75 4.70 83.47 96.78 91.17 0.80 1.57 1.25 5.42 0.86 2.78
30 - 34 2.18 0.71 1.34 92.64 94.22 93.54 0.93 3.91 2.62 4.14 0.94 2.33
35 =39 0.73 0.55 0.63 95.41 91.34 93.29 1.22 6.72 4,09 2.54 1.28 1.88
40 - 44 0.99 1.23 1.11 94.21 87.12 90.67 1.46 8.94 5.20 3.28 2.28 2.78
45 - 49 0.69 0.14 0.43 95.96 77.74 87.41 1.24 19.18 9.66 2.07 2.69 2.36
50 - 54 0.26 0.44 0.35 92,27 74.14 83.34 3.21 21.02 11.98 3.92 2.84 3.39
55 = 59 0.43 0.58 0.50 94.25 62.90 80.23 2.61 31.90 15.71 2.7 4.06 331
60 - 64 0.52 0.43 0.48 93.13 54.31 76.09 2.54 42.05 19.87 3.58 2.62 3.16
65 - 69 0.08 1.47 0.61 94.08 37.58 72.81 2.82 55.52 22.66 2.89 4.42 3.46
70 - 74 1:92 0.22 1.04 91.56 31.30 69.40 3.41 60.73 24 .49 3.10 4.79 3.72
15 = 719 1.09 = 0.70 93.10 27.08 69.01 3.38 66.74 26.49 2.43 D2y 3.46
30 - 84 1.85 2.06 1.92 90.17 17.27 64.28 2,46 67.03 25 .39 4.95 6.16 5.38
85 + 0.90 3.76 1.82 86.57 16.07 63.76 8.57 74.36 29.85 3.00 2.36 2.79
N/S - - - 21.93 17.52 19.49 b 3.17 115 = - -
Total* 43.42 29.32 36.28 52.58 61.04 56.95 0.96 7.58 4,22 2.30 1.24 1'?7_+
Standardized 39.11 26.69 32.76 57.37 62.17 60.29 1.07 9.72 5.04 2.45 1.42 1.91

*poes not add to 100 because marital status not stated cases dre excluded.
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Table A.13 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Wellega, 1982/83

(7 Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

e

2§OUP Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female  Total Male Female  Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

10 - 14 97.42 97.42 97.43 0.92 1.44 1.18 0.17 0.24 0.20 = - -
15 = 13 93.72 68.30 81.39 5.27 30.53 11,52 0.09 0.17 0.13 0.12 0.50 0.31
20 - 24 52.33 10.59 29.16 46.78 86.91 69.06 0.04 0.59 0.35 0.42 1. 51 1.02
25 - 29 18.30 2.01 8.76 79.36 95.29 88.69 0.70 Tl 0.95 1.04 137 1.43
30 - 34 6.36 0.78 .2 89.45 94.26 92.17 135 3.09 2,33 2.42 1.80 2,07
35 - 39 2.12 0.24 112 95.09 94.50 94.78 1.43 3.36 2.46 1.26 1.90 1.60
40 - 44 2.61 0.38 1.44 93.49 89.69 91.49 1.42 7.23 2.47 1.97 2.56 2.28
45 - 49 113 0.93 1.03 94.62 85.38 89.89 1.67 10.74 6.31 2.46 2.95 2.714
50 - 54 2,02 0.67 1.26 91.64 73.82 81.56 3.00 19.70 12.44 2.67 5.12 4.06
95 = 59 2.09 1.06 1.59 93.50 70.29 82.06 2.97 22.41 12.55 1.12 5.73 3.39
60 - 64 1.16 1.3% 1.24 93.84 61.02 76.79 3.18 31.01 17.64 1.67 5.36 359
65 - 69 0.13 0.54 0.33 93.38 50.91 73.26 4.39 39.33 20.94 2.01 7.50 4.61
70 - 74 0.40 0.44 0.42 92.74 43.87 68.25 5.56 47.53 2659 1.30 5.41 3.36
15 =79 0.52 - 0.29 94 .46 38.77 69.47 3.54 54.17 26.25 1.14 6.45 352
80 - 84 0.86 0.85 0.86 87.61 30.41 58.03 9.73 63.80 37.68 1.78 2.26 2.03
85 + 2.51 1.36 2.02 88.15 27.93 62.28 4.86 62.25 29.51 3.54 5.74 4.48
N/S e = = 43.95 16.81 30.21 1.28 15.72 8.59 - 3.60 1.82
Total™ 43.22 30.68 36.64 53.69 58.23 56.10 1.30 8.39 4.99 1.03 2.04 195
Standardized 41.26 28.54 34.67 56.41 62.14 59.22 1.26 T.33 4.55 1.07 1.99 1.56

*
Does not add to 100 because marital status not stated cases are excluded.
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Table A.14 Marital Distribution of the Population Aged 10 Years and Above By Sex for Rural Wello, 1982/83

(7 Distribution)

Marital Status /Sex

éiiup Single Married Divorced Widowed
Male Female Total Male Female  Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

10 14 97.30 85.92 92.13 0.60 9.2% 4.52 0.07 0.27 0.16 0.08 2.90 1.36
15 19 93.43 29.09 63.41 4.50 35491 28.49 0.12 0.14 0.13 1.18 14.31 1.31
20 24 54,77 5.02 29.93 38.56 80.85 59.67 - 0.56 0.28 6.02 13.23 9.62
25 29 23.34 2.07 12.16 67.51 87.25 77.89 0.34 0.85 0.61 8.25 9.64 8.98
30 34 6.85 125 3«51 86.09 89.07 87.87 0.32 T3 0.94 6.73 7.97 7.47
35 — 3% 2.25 0.59 ti35 $3.07 85.12 5G.55 .52 2.93 1.81 4.16 713 5.76
40 44 131 0.74 1.01 15 84.12 88.25 1.26 4.84 3.20 4.11 10.20 7.41
45 49 0.68 0.30 0.49 95.66 81.42 88.49 0.81 6.90 3.88 2.81 0,13 7.00
50 54 0.60 0.53 0.56 94.99 73.52 83.11 1. 19 1321 7.84 2.89 2519 8.03
59 59 0.12 0.79 0.41 94.75 63.00 80.95 1.40 17.63 8.45 3.73 18.42 10.12
60 - 64 0.65 0.79 0.72 94.90 48.57 72.92 2.05 28.75 14,72 2.25 21.15 121
65 69 0.14 0.44 0.27 95,55 40.48 73.23 1.48 36.42 15.64 2459 21.52 10.26
70 74 0.54 0.61 0.57 91.28 27 .31 60.92 352 51.91 26.49 4.27 17.29 10.45
75 79 0.21 - 0.13 90.47 21.61 63.62 2,46 57267 23.98 6.25 18.59 11.06
80 84 0.64 0.78 0.71 84.37 17.70 52.15 8.55 61.79 34.28 5.85 .14 1129
85 0.59 237 0.47 79.52 13.56 51.30 12.27 64.34 34.53 6.62 15.76 10.53
N/S 2.18 = .23 14.54 9.51 12.36 3:92 6.46 5.02 4.07 - 2%
Total* 35.50 17.12 26.20 59.59 62.57 61.12 0.94 8.58 4.73 3.47 10.93 7.20
standardized 40.92  20.83  31.05 54.92  61.98  58.67 0.74 7.66 3.51 3.42 9.53 6.77

*Does not add to 100 because marital status not stated cases are excluded.
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Table A.15 Singulate Mean Age at First Marriage By Sex

and Region in Rural Ethiopia, 1982

Difference
Region Male Female Total ggg:ge:nd

bride
Arssi 23.1 17.4 20.2 4.7
Bale 23.1 18.1 20.5 5.0
Gamo Goffa 23.1 18.9 20.8 4,2
Gojjam 18.1 13.6 15.8 4.5
Gondar 20.2 14.6 17.5 5.6
Hararge 22.8 17.9 20.0 4.9
Illubabor 23.6 17.6 2045 6.0
Keffa 233 1745 2043 5.6
Shewa 23.3 18.2 20.7 5.1
Sidamo 22.4 18.1 20.2 4.3
Wellega 23.3 18.8 20.8 4.5
Wello 23.8 16.1 20.0 TeT

Total 22.“ 17-2 19-7 5-2
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B.

MARRIAGE

B.1. Marriage Rate

Marriage here refers to the legal union of persons
of opposite sexes. The legality of the union is
established by civil, religious, customary and other

means, as recognized by the society.

In this sub-section we present some summary
marriage rates which include the crude, general, first
marriage and re-marriage rates and the rate of polygamy.

These rates are defined below:

Crude Marriage Rate: It refers to frequency of annuail

marriages per 1000 mid-year population.

General Marriage Rate: This is defined as total number

of annual marriages per 1000 unmarried population

(single, widowed and divorced) aged 10 years and above.

First Marriage Rate: It refers to the frequency of

marriage per thousand single (never married) population

aged 10 years and above.

Total Re-marriage Rate: It refers to the frequency of

re-marriages per thousand divorced and widowed

population.

Re-marriage Rate of the Divorced: It refers to tkre

frequency of re-marriages of the divorced expressed per

trousand divorced population.
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Re-marriage Rate of the Widowed: It refers to the

frequency of re-marriage of the widowed expressed per

thousand widowed population.

Rate of Polygamy: It refers to the frequency of wives

or marriages per 1000 currently married male population.

During the 12 months (September 12, 1982 -
September 11, 1983) 283,972 marriages were registered,
of which 123,677 grooms and 154,536 brides were married

for the first time.

Table B.l gives the distribution of the number of
marriages, crude marriage and general marriage rate by
region. The crude marriage rate for the 12 regions as a
whole was 10.6 per thousand population. It ranges from
lowest, 7.1 in Bale to highest, 20.6 in Gojjam. The
second and third postions were occupied by Gondar and
Wello, with 15.9 and 14.4 per 1000 population. Hararge,
Gamo Goffa and Illubabor occupied fourth, fifth and
sixth position with 11.1, 10.1 and 9.8 per thousand
population respectively. The marriage rates in the
remaining regions are confined within the narrow range

of 7.5 to 8.4 per thousand.

The marriage rate (10.6 per thousand) in rural
Ethiopia reaches almost the same level as that of the
world's highest observed in Cyprus, with 11.3 per

thousand population (United Nations, 1983).

Although the crude marriage rate is widely used,
it is an unsuitable measure for comparing the marriage

experiences of the population with different age and



Sex composition. The general marriage rate is a more
refined measure than the crude marriage rate, becaluse
it excludes the population from the denominator who
are not exposed to the risk of marriage, particularly
the children under the age of puberty (i.e., under 10)
and the currently married persons. The general
marriage rate for the 12 regions is 40,6 per thousand
unmarried population (single, widowed and divorced)

aged 10 years and above.

There are considerable regional variations in
general marriage rate. The general marriage rate is
found to be highest in Gojjam (96.3) followed by Gondar
(67.4) and Wello (53.9) while this was lowest in Shewa
(26.1) followed by Bale (26.5) and Wellega (26.9),
Examination of these data clearly suggests that marriage
frequency determined in terms of both crude and general
rates, are exceptionally high in Gojjam, Gondar and
Wello while these are low in Bale, Shewa and Wellega as

compared with other regions.
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B.2 Marriage Pattern by Previous Marital Status

The previous marital status of the currently marrying
population is useful in demographic and social studies of
family patterns and also as an indicator of family
stability. Also the chances of marriage depends, among
other factors, on previous marital status. For example, a
single person has a higher chance of marriage than a
divorced or widowed. In view of this importance, data on
previous marital status were collected in the course of

registration.

The distribution of marriages by previous marital
status, sex and region is given in Table B.2. The table
gives information on gross (total), first and re-marriages
of the widowed, divorced and currently marrying population.
Total (Gross) marriage includes first marriage anrnd re-

marriages of the bride and groom. First marriages are

marriages of the population whose previous marital status

was single (never ma::ied). Re-marriages are marriages of

the population whese previous marital status was either
‘divorced' or 'widowed's Ma:riages of the population whose
previous ma:ital status was married are considered as

polygamous ma: iages. As indi-ated in the table, of the

total marriages that took place during the year 1982/83,
49.0 percent were first marriages and 38.1 percent were re-
marriages of divorced and widowed. Of the 38.1 percent re-
ma:riages, 34.9 pe: . ent were re-mar:iages by the divorced
while the remaining 3.2 percent were re-marriages by the
widowed. Polygamous marriages (i.e., frequency of re-
ma:r:iages of the currently married males) accounted for

12.5 percent of the total marriages.



The finding of higher proportion of persons married for
the fi:st time than the proportion of re-ma::ied observed
for 12 regions (i.e., rural Ethiopia) also hcoclds for the
absolute majority of the regions except for Gojjam and
Wello. In these two regions, the proportion of re-married
pe: sons, particularly of the divorced was higher than the
proportion of persons ma-ried for the first time. The
incidence of divorce is also very high in these two regions,
which could lead to higher incidence of re-marriage of the
divorced persons. Although the propo:tion of pe:®sons
married for the first time constitutes the single most
important group among the married persons for the absolute
majority of regions, its value ranges from highest, 69.8
percent in Hararge to lowest, 76 percent in Gojjam. It is
to be also noted that the re-marriage of the divorced is
found to be consistently higher than that of the re-marriage

of the widowed in every region.

One also notices significant differences in the
distribution of marriages by previous marital status between
males and females. Considering the overall marriage pattern
of the 12 regions as a whole (i.e., rural Ethiopia), it can
be observed that the frequency of first and re-marriages
among females are higher than among males. The proportion
of first marriages for males and females constitute 43.6 and
54.4, percent respectively while re-marriages constitute
31«1 and 45.1 percent for males and females respectively.
Re-marriages are common among the divorced males and females
than among the widowed males and females. The overall
pattern of sex distribution of marriage by previous marital
status observed for rural Ethiopia as a whole also holds for

each of the regions (See Table B. 2).
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B.3 Marriage Rate by Previous Marital Statls

Table B.3 gives the distribution of first marriage and
re-marriage rates and rate of poloygamy by sex and region.
As indicated in the table, the overall rate of re-marriage
(138.2 per thousand) is higher than that of the rate of
first marriage (51.3 per thousand). This is mostly due toO
higher re-marriage rate of the divorced men. The re-
marriage rate is higher for males (240 per thousand) than
for females (106.6 per thousand), whereas the first marriage
rate is higher for females (74.1 per thousand) than for
males (36.8 per thousand). The data also show that among
the re-marrying population, re-marriage rate is higher for
the divorced (241.8 per thousand) than for the widowed (24.5
per thousand). The re-marriage rate for the divorced males
(715.6 per thousand) is more than four folds higher than
that of the rate for divorced females (166.9 per thousand).
Similarly, the re-marriage rate for the widowed males (34.0
per thousand) is higher than that of the rate for the
widowed females (19.5 per thousand). This is expected in a
patriarchal society like Ethiopia where chances of re=

marriage is higher among males than among females.

There are also considerable regional variations in
marriage rates. The first marriage rate expressed per 1000
single population is found to be highest in Gondar (95.3 per
thousand) followed by Gojjam (85.9 per thousand) and
Hararge (73.6 per thousand) while this rate is lowest in
Sidamo (30.3 per thousand), followed by Wellega (38.3 per
thousand), Bale (41.3 per thousand) and Keffa (41.5 per
thousand). The regional variation appears to be substantial

with respect to re-marriage rate for the divorced. 1In



Gojjam, Gondar and Weilo the re-marriage rates for the
divorzed males are 4682, 1877 and 1°18 per thousand of the
divorced male population, whereas the corresponding rates
are 99 and 100 per thousand of the divorced male population
in Hararge and Wellega, respectively. The re-marriage rate
of the divorced females is also highest in Gojjam (828.7 per
thousand) followed by Gondar (359.4 per thousand) and Wello
(259,3 per thousand) while this was lowest in Arssi (39.0
per thousand) followed by Bale (H45.6 per thousand) and
Wellega (64.1 per thousand). The re-marriage rate of the
widowed males is highest in Wellega (106.5 per thousand)
followed by Hararge (97.8 per thousand), Bale (86.4 per
thousand) and Arssi (73.6 per thousand) while this was
lowest in Gojjam (15.2 per thousand) followed by Gamo Goffa
(18.1 per thousand) and Wello (22.4 per thousand). The re-
marriage of the widowed females ranges from highest 128 per
thousand in Hararge to lowest 7.7 per thousand in Wello.
The second and third positions were occupied by Wellega and
Illubabor with 77.5 and 62.1 per thousand widowed female

population.

The rate of polygamy is the highest in Wello (26 per
thousand) followed by Illubabor (22.1 per thousand) and
Sidamo (21.7 per thcusand). The prevalence of polygamy
appears to be the lowest in Gondar (6.4 per thousand)
followed by Shewa (7.5 per thousand). The overall rate of
polygamy for rural Ethiopia 1is observed to be 14 per

thousand of the currently married male population.

B.4 Distribution of Marriages by Age of Bride and Bride Groom

The distribution of previous marital status by age of

the bride and bride groom for rwural Ethiopia is presented in
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Table B.4. It may be observed that in the sedentary rural
areas of Ethiopia, the highest proportion of marriages for
males (35.0%) and females (50.0%) take place in the age-
groups 20-24 and 15-19 respectively. As Figure Ba1l
depicts, the proportion of married persons rises to a peak
at age-groups 15-19 for females and 20-24 for males and
then tapers off over a relatively narrow range of ages until
age group 55-59 but never reaches zero since re-marriages
particularly of males continue to take place beyond ages
55-59 years. The figure further shows that a good
proportion (11.50%) of females in rural Ethiopia marry as

early as ages 10-14.

The pattern of marriage by age and sex observed for 12
regions also holds for each region although regional
variation is well marked (see Tables B.4(a)-B.4(l). For
example, the proportion of females married in the age-group
15-19 varies from highest 62.6 percent in Hararge to lowest,
39.5 percent in Wello. Similarly, the proportion of males
married in the 20-24 age-group varies from highest, U4.7
percent in Hararge to lowest, 24.6 percent in Illubabor. In
general, more than fifty percent of the males and females

marry before the age of 30 and 20 years respectively.

The total marriages can be sub-divided into first

marriages and re-marriages. However, there shows no

difference in peak age at marriage between the two types of
marriages. Similar to total marriages, the highest
proportion of first marriages and re-marriages of females
and males also take place in the age-groups 15-19 and 20-24,
respectively. Of those females and males marrying for the

first time, 66.3 and 51.2 percent marry between the age of



15-19 and 20-24 years respectively. Nearly all females and
males complete their first marriages between the ages of 30-
34 and 35-59 years respectively (see Figure B.?). However,
those who re-marry continue to marry beyond these ages (see
Figure B.3). This is because, re-marriages usually take
place after the death of one of the spouses or after the
annulment of marriage due to divorce and these events
relatively occur at higher ages. Figures B.? and Be3 show
that most of the first marriages and re-marriages for
females occur early in life cycle (15-19 years) while for
males this is postponed until the age of 20-24 years. The
median ages at first marriage of males and females derived
from vital registration data are 22.40 and 17.50 years
respectively. The median age at first marriage for males
varies from highest, 23.57 in Wello to lowest, 20.82 in
Gojjam. The corresponding median age at first marriage for
females varies from highest, 18.97 in Gamo Goffa to lowest,

16.43 in Wello (see Tables B.4 - B.l(1l).

Re-marriages can be sub-divided into re-marriages by
the divorced and re-marriages by the widowed. The ages at
whizh the highest number of re-marriage takes place varies
bet ween widowed and divorced. Re-marriages by the widowed
take place relatively later in life cycle while re-marriages
of the divorced take place earlier in life cycle. It can be
observed from figure B.4 that the highest proportion of the
re-marriage by the divorced females and males take place in
the age groups 15-19 and 20-24 respectively while the
highest proportion of re-marriages by widowed females and
males take place in the age-growups 25-29 and 35-39

respectively. The median age at re-marriage of divorced
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males and females are °8.30 and 28.19 respectively while the
corresponding figures for the widowed male and females are
44,30 and 33.60 respectively. There also shows tremendous
regional variation in age at re-marriage of the divorced and
widowed men and women. The median age at re-marriage of
divorced females varies from highest, 29.89 in Keffa to
lowest, 18.94 in Gojjam. The corresponding figure for males
varies from highest, 50.53 in Wellega to lowest, 24.39 in
Gojjam. The median age at re-marriage of widowed males
varied from highest, 58.28 in Shewa to lowest, 35.67 in
Gondar. The corresponding figure for female varied from
highest, 50.08 in Illubabor to lowest, 27.77 in Gamo Goffa
(see Tables B.4 - B.U(1l).



B.5 Age - Sex Specific Total Marriage Rates

Marriage takes place within certain preferred ages.
However, the nuptiality measures we have examined so far
don't help us to identify the age at which the maximum
frequency of marriage takes place. Age-specific rate
resolves this problem. Moreover, the summary nuptiality
measures don't take into consideration the variation in the
age composition within the population of marriageable age.
The age-specific rate allows for this variation. In view of
these considerations, the age/sex specific marriage rates by
previous marital status are calculated and these are
presented in Tables B.5 - B.8. Table B.5 and Figure B.5
present age/sex specific marriage rate per thousand rural
population irrespective of previous marital status. The
data in Table B.5 indicate that in all regions marriage rate
for male reaches its highest in the age group 20-24 while
for females it reaches its highest in the age group 15-19,
The highest male rate is 124.,5 in the 20-24 age group, while
for female the peazk is 140.3 in age group 15-19 (See also
Figure B.5). These rates starting at a low point in the age
group 10-14 rise to a peak in the age-groups 15-19 for
females and 20-24 for males and thereafter, decline steadily
with advanecing age, but never reaches zero, since re-
marriages particularly of males continue to take place
beyond 55-59 age-group. Although the marriage rate is
highest in age-groups 15-19 and 20-24 for females and males
respectively in all regions, the magnitiude varies between
the regions. The male rate at ages 20-24 ranges from
highest, 256 in Gojjam to lowest, 72 in Keffa. The second

and third positions were occlupied by Hararge (165) and
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Gondar (158) respectively. The female rate at ages 15-19
ranges from highest, 260 in Gojjam to lowest, 97 in
Wellega. The second and third positions were occupied by
Hararge (186) and Wello (162) respectively. It shows that
the marriage rates for males and females at ages 20-24 and

15-19 are highest in Gojjam, followed by Hararge.

It should also be noted here that the total marriage
rate for male is higher than females in all age growups
except for the age-groups 10-14 and 15-19. Only in these
two younger age groups, female rates are higher than male
rates. This could be due to the fact that females tend to
marry relatively earlier than males and also the chances of
re-marriage is greater for males than females at higher

ages.

The total marriage rate is calculated for each sex
using the data on age-sex specific gross marriage rates.
The total marriage rate is calculated on the same principle
as that of total fertility rate. It is calculated by
summing the age-sex-specific gross marriage rates by giving
equal weights to each age-sex-specific rates. The total
marriage rate, thus, indicates total number of marriages by
a cohort of thousand men or women of marriageable age.

These rates are given at the bottom of Table B.5.

The total marriage rate for the riural sedentary
population of the 12 regions are 1,820 and 1,476 per
thousand cchort of males and females respectively of
marriageable age (19-59 years). 1In all regions the rates
are higher for males than for females. The tctal marriage
rates for males and females are highest in Gojjam (3,171

for males and 2,619 for females) followed by Gondar (2,525



for males and 2,007 for females) and Wello (2,464 for males
and 2,090 for females). These rates (total marriage rate)
for males and females are lowest in Shewa (1,327 for males

and 992 for females).

B.6 Age/Sex Specific Marriage Rates by Previous Marital

Status

The total marriage rate by age/sex includes in it the
age/sex-specific marriage rates of those who were married
for the first time and the re-marriage rates of those who
were divorced and widowed. And the age/sex pattern of
marriage may vary by previous marital status. And, to
account for this variation, if any, we present the
marriage/re-marriage rates by age, SexX and previous marital
status in Tables B.6 - B.8 and figures B.6 - B.8. Table B.6
and Figure B.6 present age/sex-specific marriage rates for
those who were married for the first time. It may be noted
that the first marriage rate for male is highest (219.2) in
the age-group 25-29 while for female the peak (319.7) is in
age-group 20-24. And the age pattern of first marriage by
sex observed for the rural Ethiopia as a whole also holds
for the majority of the regions, with the exception of Bale
and Gojjam for males and Arssi, Gamo Goffa, Gojjam, Gondar,
Wellega and Wello for females. In Bale, the highest rate
(206.8) for male was observed in the age-group 30-39 while
in Gojjam this (708.7) was in the age-group 20-24. In
Arssi, Gamo Goffa and Wellega, the peak female rate is
observed in the age-group 25-29 while for Gojjam, Gondar and

Wello this was observed in the age-group 15-19.

The age and sex-specific re-marriage rates for the
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divorced and widowed are presented in Tables B.7 and B.8
These are also presented in figures B.7 and B.8. Examiration
of these data shows the following age-pattern of re-marriage
rate of the divorced and the widowed men and women, in rural
Ethiopia: i) the re-marriage rate of the divorced female for
rural Ethiopia is highest (20729 per 1000 divorced female)
in the age-group 15-19 and this overall age pattern also
holds good for the absolute majority of the regions except
for Gondar and Wello. In these two regions, the highest re-
marriage rate of the divorced female is recorded in the age
group 20-24; ii) the peak re-marriage rate (10854 per 1000
divorced male) of the divorced males is observed in the age-
group 20-24 for the rural Ethiopia as a whole. This overall
age pattern also holds for six out of twelve regions. The
exceptions are Bale, Illubabor, Keffa, Shewa, Wellega and
Wello. The re-marriage rate of the divorced men in these
regions with the exception of Bale reaches its peak at ages
25-29 while for Bale it reaches its highest in the age-group
30-34; 1iii) the overall re-marriage rate for males is
consistently higher than females at ages 20 and above while
the female rate is higher than male rate at ages below 20.
And, this overall pattern also holds good in almost every
region. This is due to the fact that the chances of re-
marriage of divorced women is relatively higher at younger
ages because men usually prefer woman of younger ages while
for male age is not the crucial factor; iv) the age-specific
re-marriage rate for the divorced is higher than for the
widowed and this holds for almost every age-group and in
every region, indicating higher chances of re-marriage of
divorced men and women than their widowed counterparts. And

this could be attributed, among other factors, to age



differenccs between divorced ard widowed persons. The
divorced men and women are generally younger than the
widowed men and women and the former may have fewer children
than the latter. It is difficult to re-marry at higher ages
with relatively large number of dependents and therefore,
propensity to re-marry is expected to be higher among the
divorced than the widowed; v) the overall rate of re-
marriage of widowed males is highest (69.1) in the age-group
45-49 followed by age-groups 35-39 and 50 years and above
(See Table 5.8 and Figure B.8). The overall re-marriage
rate of the widows i3 concentrated mosfly in the age-groups
25-29, 30 .34 and 35-39. And this overall age/sex pattern of
re-marriage rate of the widows also holds for the absolute
majority of the regions, vi) the re-marriage rate of the
widows is higher at ages below 35 while this rate is higher
for widowers at ages above 35. This is expected in view of
the fact that the chances of marriage on the part of women
particularly widows diminishes as age advances while for
widowers age is not a major constraint for re-marriage; vii)
the re-marriage rate of the widowers is higher than the
widows in the majority regions except for Gamo Goffa,
Hararge, Illubabor, Keffa and Sidamo. In these regions re-

marriage rate is higher for widows than widowers.
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B.7 Age at First Marriage

a. Average Age at First Marriage

The median age at first marriage is a useful summary
measure for comparing the timing of marriage. The median
age at first marriage of males and females Dy region derived
from vital registration data are presented in Table B.9.
The median age at first marriage is 22.40 for males and
17.50 for females for the rural Ethiopia. Among the
regions, the median age at first marriage for females is
found to be highest in Gamo Goffa (18.97 years) and lowest
in Gondar (15.93) years. The second and third positions
were occupied by Illubabor (18.69 years) and Keffa (18.11
years). The median age at first marriage for males is
highest in Wello (23.57 years) and lowest in Gojjam (20.82
years). The second and third positions were occupied by

Keffa (23.23 years) and Shewa (23.0 years) respectively.

b. Differentials in Age at First Marriage

i) Differntial in Age at First Marriage Between Brides

and Grooms.

The age difference between groom and bride is a social
rather than a demographic phenomenon (Mcdonald and
Abdurahman, 1979). The median age difference in first marri-
age between groom and bride by region is shown in Table B.9.
It may be observed that rural Ethiopian men, at first
marriage, tend to marry girls who are on average 5 years
younger than themselves. However, this age difference
between groom and bride varies from highest, T7.14 years in
Wello to lowest 3.65 years in Wellega. The second and third
highest age difference in first marriage are observed in

Gondar (6.21 years) and Shewa (5.41 years) respectively.



ii) Differentials in Age at Marriage Among Socio-eccnomic

Groups

Persons who belong te different sccio-economic groups
have different ages at marriage in almost all societies
(Bogue, 1969). For example, education is expected to be
positively related with age at first marriage. The earliest
marriage occurs among population engaged in agricultural
occupations than those in white collar occupations, etc.
Tables B.10, B.11 and B.12 give the distribution of
marriages by age at marriage, and sex for literate/

illiterate, religion and ethnic groups respectively.

As the data indicated, irrespective of religious group,
literacy status or ethnic group, marriages are concentrated
in age groups 15-19 for females and 20-24 for males except
for Hadiya and Kimant ethnic groups. A single highest
proportion of Hadiya males marry between ages 25-29 (31.9
percent) and nearly two-fifth of Kimant males and females
marry at ages 15-19 (39.4 percent) and 10-14 (37.6 percent)
respectively. Except for these two ethnie groups, marriages
are concentrated between age group 15-19 for females and 20-
24 for males (see Tables B.10-B.1?). This seems to imply
that there are no substantial differences in age at marriage
among the different socio-economic groups. Even though the
single highest proportion of women and men marry at ages 15-
19 and ?0-24 respectively, the magnitude of this proporticn
varies between socic-economic groups, resulting in overall
differences in age at marriage. For example, the median age
at marriage for Muslim males and females are found to be
higher than their Christian counterparts. And this

difference is particularly marked for males. The median age
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a. mdrriage 1or Christian males and females are 24.5 and
18.6 years respectively. The correceponding figures for
Mislim males and females are 27.0 and 19.1 years
respectively (see Table B.11). Unexpectedly, the median age
at marriage for illiterates is found to be higher than that
of the literates. And this holds for both males and
females. The median age at marriage for literate males and
females are 23.8 and 18.2 years respectively. The
comparable figures for illiterate males and females are 26.9
and 19.1 years respectively (see Table B.10). Among the
ethnic groups, the median age at marriage for males is found
to be highest for Keffa (29.9) followed by Wolayita (28.9)
and Hadiya (?8.0) while this was found to be lowest for
Kimant (22.0) followed by Agew (23.6). The median age at
marriage for female is also found to be highest for Keffa
(24.1). The second and third positions were occupied by
Kembata (21.6) and Kulo (20.5) respectively. The lowest
median age at marriage for female was also observed for
Kimant (16.4). It shows that the median ages at marriage for
males and females are highest for Keffa (29.9 for males and
24.1 for females) and lowest for Kimant (22.0 for males and
16.4 for females). The second and third highest median ages
at marriage for males are noted for Holayita (28.9 years)
and Hadiya (28.0 years)., The second and third highest
median ages at marriage for females are observed for Kembata

(21.6 years) and Kulo (20.5 years) (see Table B.12),

B.8 Type of Marriage Arrangement

There are four types of marriage arrangements: civil,

religious, customary and 'other! types. The distribution of

type of marriage arrangements by region is given in Table



B.13. Among the various types of marriage arrangements the
most important type is the customary marriage. The data in
Table B.13 show that cover three-fourths (77.6 percent) of
the total marriages are arranged through customary
practices. The next important marriage arrangement is
religious followed by "other types". Nearly one-fifth (18.0
percent) of marriages are solemnized by religious laws while
only 3 percent of marriages are contracted through other
arrangements. In rural areas civil marriages are rare.
Only a small proportion (1.3%) of marriages are contracted

through civil laws.

The overall pattern of marriage arrangement observed
for rural Ethiopia as a whole also holds for each of the
regions with few exceptions. For example, the dominance of
customary marriage is evident in every region except for
Bale and Hararge. In these two regions the marriage
arrangement is almost equally split between customary and
religious types. There also shows regional variation in
type of marriage arrangement. The proportion of customary
marriage is highest in Gojjam (99.3%) followed by Gondar
(97.2%) and Gamo Goffa (96.1 percent) while this was lowest
in Hararge (47.0 percent). On the otherhand, the religious
marriages are least common in Gojjam (0.3%) and Gamo Goffa
(0.7%) while this is most preferred in Bale followed by
Hararge, Wello, Keffa and Arssi. About half of the total
marriages in Bale and at least U0 percent of the total
marriages in Arssi, Hararge, Keffa and Wello are solemnized

through religious laws.

The civil marriages account for less than one percent

of total marriages in almost every region except for Arssi,
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Hararge, Illubabor and Shewa. In Arssi and Shewa, it
accounrted for 2.3 and 1.5 percent of total marriages while
in Hararge and Illubabor, it accounted for 6.6 and 6.2

percent respectively.

B.9 Correlate of Marriage Arrangements

The type of marriage arrangement 1is correlated only
with religious characteristic and the data are presented in
Table B.14. Type of marriage arrangements by religion shows
that among Christians and followers of 'other religions'
(i.e. other than those of Christianity and Islam), the
absolute majority (91.0%) of marriages are contracted in
accordance with customary laws, while among Muslims, the
majority (52.2%) of marriages are contracted under religious

laws (See Table B.14).

B. 10 Seasonality of Marriage

The distribution of marriages by month shows a marked
seasonal variation (see Table B.15). The first seasonal
peak appears to be in the months of Yekatit and Ginbot
followed by a second peak in the month of Megabit (see
Figure B.9). This seasonal pattern of marriages still holds
even when 'Seasonality Index" was employed to measure the
monthly variation in marriage (see Table B.15(a) and Figure
B.9(b)). It appears that summer months(dry seasons) are most
preferred months of marriage in rural Ethiopia. However,

seasonal pattern of marriage varies between regions. For

*

This is aratio of observed to expected number of events in
a given month. The expected value is obtained by m.n/360
where m is total number of events in a year, n is the numbe;
of days in a given month. The index will be 1 (or 100 if
miltiplied by 100) if there is no seasonality.



example, the months of Meskerem, Hidar, Tahsas, Megabit,

Miazia, Ginbot, are the most favoured months of marriage in

Gamo Goffa, Bale, Gojjam, Hararge, Illubabor and Wellega
respectively while for the remaining six regions, Yekatit is

the most preferred month of marriage (See Table B.15).

An attempt is also made to examine differences in
preference of the month of marriage among different
religious groups (see Table B.16). Yekatit is the most

favoured month of marriage both among Christians and

Muslims. However, the second and third preferred month of
marriage among Muslims are Megabit and Miazia while these
months were Ginbot and Sene among Christians. The most
preferred month of marriage among other religious groups was

Meskerem followed by Yekatit and Megabit.

It is to be also noted from Table B.17 that customary
marriages are more concentrated in the month of Yekatit

followed by the month of Ginbot, Megabot and Sene while the

religious marriages are concentrated in the month of Yekatit
followed by Tir and Megabit. The civil marriages are
concentrated in the month of Miazia followed by Yekatit

and Tir.

B.11 Nuptiality Table

The overall sex-specific first marriage rates in five
year age groups given in 'all region' column of table B.6
were converted into single year age distribution by using
Karup King's (1976) interpolation technigue and these are
presented in Table B.18. On the basis of the nuptiality
rates given in Table B.18, special Nuptiality Tables were

constructed for both males and females of rural Ethiopia.
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The nuptiality rates were converted into the probability of
marrying between age X and X+1 for a person who has remained

2Mx

——

single up to age X, using formula 2+My, where My is the
nuptiality rate at age X. These probabilities are given in
the Mx columns of Tables B.19 and B.20 for males and females
respectively. The nuptiality table is a model that shows
the life time implication of the nuptiality rates that exist
at the time of the study. It is analogous to a life table.
The values in nuptiality table are defined below.
Ny - never married at age X. The number of the original
cohort of 100,000 never married persons who survive
the attrition of nuptiality and attain age X

without marrying.

My = The number of the original cohort who marry between age
X and X + 1

MLx = The number of persons when attaining age X will marry

during the next year or sometime in the future., It is

obtained by commulating My from bottom up-ward.

EVMy - The cummulative number of persons who had married in
previous years. It is obtained by cummulating My

from top downward.

Sx = The number of person-years spent in single status.

Sy= 1,2 (Nx + Nx #1)

NEV, = The total number of person years that will be spent
in the never married status by the cohort during the
year of age X and all subsequent years. e 4%

obtained by commulating Sy from bottom up-ward.



PMx = The probability that a3 person who attains age X will
marry some time during his/her life time before age 50

pMy = MLy/Ny

ey = The average number of years that a person will spend

as a bachelor or spinister before first marriage.
eNy = NEVy , Ny

As shown in the tables B.19 and B.”?0, the average
number of years a single man and woman aged 10 years would
have to wait before being married is 14.3 years and 8.5
years respectively. It may be also seen from column Sy that
1l.14 and 0.32 percent of the initial cohort of 100,000 males
and females will remain single at age 50 respectively
indicating universal marriage and no permanent celibacy in

rural Ethiopia.
C. DIVORCE
C.1 Rate of Divorce

In a community, new families are formed through
marriage while already established ones are dissolved
similtaneously. Dissolution of families occurs through: (a)
death of one of the spouses or (b) divorce (legal
separation). This section will focus on the dissolution of

families due to divorce,

During the 12 months study period (September 12, 1982 -
September 11, 1983) 75,545 divorces were registered in the
sample registration areas of 12 regions of rural Ethiopia.
Table C.1 gives the distribution of the number of divorces,

ecrude divorce and general divorce rates. The crude divorce
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Table B.1 Number of Marriages, Crude and General

Marriage Rates (per 1000) by Region, 1982/83

Number of Crude General
Region Marriages ggggéage Eggg%age
Arssi 10,356 7 o5 28.8
Bale 3,062 T 2645
Gamo-Goffa 10,456 10.1 36.4
Gojjam 55,891 20.6 96.3
Gondar 28,621 15.9 67.4
Hararge 24,621 11.1 43.3
Illubabor 6,370 9.8 39.6
Keffa 14,805 TaT 31.6
Shewa 47,166 T:2 26.1
Sidamo 23,629 8.4 30.2
Wellega 16,952 T«6 26.9
Wello 39,691 4.4 53.9
Total 283,972 10.6 40.6

3Crude marriage rate refers to pumber of marriage per
thousand population.

PGeneral marriage rate refers to number of marriages per
thousand unmarried population aged 10 years and above.



Table B.2 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Previous Marital Status,

Sex and Region in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

22&10nf Single Married Divorced Widowed Not Stated Re-marriage* Total
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Pecrcent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Arssi

Male 5,475 52,9 3. 121 30.1 1175 11.4 585 5.7 - - 1,760 17.0 10,356 1uu

Female 8,555 82.6 - = 1,594 15.4 207 2.0 - - 1,801 17,4 10,356 100

Total 14,030 67.7 - - 2,769 13.4 792 3.8 - - 3,561 17.2 20,712 100
Bale

Male 1,594 52.1 1,016 33.2 280 9.1 172 5.6 - - 452 1702 3,062 100

Female 2,279  74.4 - - 606 19.8 177 5.8 - - 763  14.8 3,062 100

Total 3,873 63.2 - - 886 14.5 349 5.7 - - 1,235 25.6 6,124 100
Gamo Goffa

Male 5,813 55.6 3,118 29.8 1,307 12.5 218 Y | - - 1,525 14.6 10,456 100

Female 6,099 58.3 - = 3,897 37.3 460 4.4 - - 4,357 41.7 10,450 100

Total 11,912 57.0 - = 5,204 24.9 678 3.2 = = 5,882 28.1 20,912 100
Gojjam

Male 13,502 24,2 5,153 9.2 36,269 64,9 967 1.7 - == 37,236 66.6 55,891 100

Female 15,882 28.4 - - 38,726 69.3 1,283 2.3 - - 40,009 71.6 55,891 100

Total 29,384 26.3 - = 74,995 67.1 2,250 2.0 - - 77,245 69.1 111,782 10U
Gondar

Male 14,197 49.0 2,457 B.5 11:-523 39.8 174 2.4 20 - 12,299 42.5 28,973 100

Female 15,030 51.9 - = 13,027 45.0 896 3.1 20 - 13,923 48 .1 28,973 100

Total 29,227 50.4 - = 24,552 42.4 1,670 2.9 40 0.1 26,222 45.3 57,946 100
Hararge

Yale 15,502 63.0 6,097 24.8 1,634 6.6 1,229 5.0 159 0.6 2,863 11.6 24,621 100

Female 18,867 76.6 - - 4,303 17..5 1,328 5.4 123 0.5 5,631 22.9 24,621 100

Total 34,369 69.8 - - 5,937 b 2,557 5.2 282 0.5 B,494 13 49,242 100
11lubabor

Male 2,382 37.4 2,789 43.8 923 14.5 270 4.2 (] 0.1 15193 18.7 6,370 100

Female 3,778 59.3 - - 2,093 32.9 499 7.8 - - 2,592 40.7 6,370 100

Total 6,160 48.4 - - 3,016 23,7 769 6.0 (<] - 3,785 29.7 12,740 100
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Table B.2 (contd.)

Previous Marital Status

Region/ . 2 ’ g : e
Sex Single Married Divorced Widowed Not Stated Re-marriage* Total
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Keffa = o
Male 6,264 42.3 5,801 39.2 1,886 12.% 580 3.9 274 1.9 2,466 16.7 14,805 100
Female 9,159 61.9 - - 4,541 30.7 832 548 273 .8 55373 36.3 14,805 100
Total 15,423  52.1 - - 6,627 21.7 1,412 4.8 547 1.8 7,839 26,5 29,610 100
Shewa
Male 28,164 59.7 8,848 18.8 8,183 17.4 1,865 4.0 106 0.1 10,048 a8 47,1606 100
Female 33,095 70.2 - - 12,099 25,7 1,337 2.8 635 143 13,436 23.5 47,166 100
Total 61,259 64.9 - - 20,282 213 3,202 3.4 741 0.8 23,484 24 .9 94,332 100
Sidamo
Male 9,138 35.7 11,520 45.0 4,410 17;2 561 242 - - 4,971 19.4 25,629 100
Female 12,979  50.6 - - 12,133 47.3 517 2.0 - - 12,650 49.4 25,629 100
Total 22,117 43,2 - - 16,543 32.3 1,078 Za - - 17,621 34.4 51,258 100
Wellega
Male 8,370 52.3 6,401 37.8 3513 5.4 768 4.5 - - 1,681 9.9 16,952 10
Female 11,639 68.7 - - 4,107 24.2 1,206 ol - - 5,313 313 16,952 100
Total 20,509 60.5 - - 5,020 14 .8 1,974 5.8 - - 6,994 20.6 33,904 100
wello
Male 12,776 32.2 14,899 37.5 11,055 27 .9 751 1.9 210 0.5 11,806 29.7 39,691 100
Female 17,174 43.3 - - 21,455 34.1 813 251 249 G5 22,268 56.1 39,691 100
Total 29,950 37.7 - - 32,510 41.0 1,564 2.0 459 0.5 34,074 43.0 79,382 100
Total
Male 123,677 43.6 71,220 25.1 79,560 28.0 8,740 3.1 7 0.2 88,300 31.1 283,972 100
Female 154,536 54.4 - - 118,581 41.8 9,555 3.4 1,300 0.4 128,136 45.1 283,972 100
Total 278,213 49,0 71,220 12.5 198,141 34.9 18,295 3.2 2,075 0.4 216,436 38.1 567,944 100

* * - 3 3 .
Total re-marriage refers to the frequency of re-marriages of the divorced and widowed population.

122"
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Table B.3 Rates of First Marriage, Re-marriages and Polygamy
Per 1000 by Sex and Repion, (lural Ethiopia),1982/83.
Rates Per 1000
Region/Sex First Remarriages Remarriages Total Rate of
Marriages 8 of Divorced by of Widowed </ Remarriages a/ Polygamy e/
Arssi
Male 30.4 198.8 73.6 127.0 14.1
Female 15.2 39.0 17.0 34.0
Total 47.9 58.9 40.2 53.4
Bale
Male 28.4 164.6 B6.4 122.4 14.7
Female 59.8 45.6 372 43.4
Total 41.3 59.4 51.9 57.0
Gamo Goffa
Male 44.2 164.4 18.1 76.3 16.5
Female 65.2 126.3 37.3 100.8
Total 53.1 134.6 27.8 93.3
Coj jam
Male 57.9 4682.3 15.2 520.7 9.3
Female 145.0 828.7 10.6 239.0
Total 85.9 1373.2 12.2 324.0
Gondar
Male 67.8 1877.0 49.3 563.1 6.4
Female 152.7 359.4 13.7 137.1
Total 95.3 577.1 20.6 2123
Hararge
Male 54.7 99.3 97.8 98.6 15.0
Female 101.9 73.9 128.0 81.6
Total 73.6 79.6 109.2 86.7
I1lubabor
Male 30.7 267.3 44.5 1253 22.1
Female 83.4 82.9 62.1 77.9
Total 50.3 106.1 54,5 89.0
Keffa
Male 26.4 218.9 37.4 102.3 15.4
Female 67.5 85.3 53.7 73.5
Total 41.5 104.3 40.1 81.0



166
Table B.3  (Contd.)

Rates
Region First Remarriages Remarriages  Total Rate of ;
Harriagesﬁf of Divorced b/ of Widowed Ef Remarriages Ef Polygamy'E
Shewa
Male 32.4 317.9 33.1 122.5 7.5
Female 57.4 65.9 1249 46.8
Total 42.5 97.3 20.0 63.7
Sidamo
Male 20.8 455.,2 24.1 151.0 217
Female b b 160.4 41.8 143.8
Total 30.3 195.2 30.3 146.5
Wellega
Male 29.4 100.4 106.5 103.1 17.1
Female 49.7 64.1 745 66.7
Total 38.3 68.8 86.9 73.1
Wello
Male 37.3 1217.8 22.4 277.0 26.0
Female 104.0 259.3 7.7 118.4
Total 59.2 121:1 11.3 148.0
Total
Male 36.8 715.6 34.0 240.0 14.3
Female 74.1 166.9 19.5 106.6
Total 51.3 241.8 24.5 138.2

a/ First marriage rate refers to the frequency of marriage per thousand single

(never married) population aged 10 years and above.

b/ Remarriage rate of the divorced refers to the frequency of re-marriageof the

divorced expressed per thousand divorced population.

¢/ Remarriage rate of the widowed refers to the frequency of re-marriage of the

widowed per thousand widowed population.

_gf Total remarriage rate refers to the frequency of re-marriage of the divorced

and widowed per thousand divorced and widowed population,

e/ Rate of polygamy refers to the frequency of wives or marriages per 1000

currently married male population.



Table B.4

Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in

Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Age

Previous Marital Status

Groits Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 - 14 0.95 16.74 0.08 - 1.33 0.14 5.49 0.48 11.50
15 = 19 24.03 66.27 5.46 0.67 4.18 8.01 31.51 14.14 49.58
20 - 24 51.16 12.56 17.20 5.83 8.82 28.85 21.26 34.97 16.08
25 - 29 18.23 2.76 19.84 10.89 21.24 19.62 15.40 13.80 8.69
30 - 34 2.85 0.75 13.43 7.94 19.96 10.55 9.12 7.83 4.91
35 - 39 0.95 0.34 15.09 15.02 14.75 8.33 6.35 7.01 3.35
40 - b4 0.59 0.25 8.25 11.27 8.86 5.57 4,14 4.24 2.17
45 - 49 0.21 0.13 6.46 10.02 3.83 4.01 2.41 3.15 1.2
50 - 54 0.55 0.07 4.91 6.34 5.82 5.03 2.09 3.08 1.12
55 - 59 0.07 0.05 2.86 4.08 2.24 2.50 0.86 1.58 0.46
60 - 64 0.10 0.03 1.98 9.84 5.47 2.76 1.02 1.62 0.63
65 + 0.30 0.05 4.45 18.09 3.50 4.62 0.35 3.11 0.29
All % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages o 123,250 154,068 70,772 8,670 9,580 79,425 118,230 282,117 281,878
Median
Age 22.40 17.50 32.80 44.30 33.60 28.30 28.10 25.10 18.90

L9l



Table B.4(a) Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in
Rural Arssi, 1982/83

891

Previous Marital Status

Age Single Married Widowed Divorced Total
Group

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 - 14 - 16.27 " - = - - - - 13,44
15 = 19 35.45 63.10 0.89 = = = = 13.74 18.75 54.24
20 -~ 24 42.41 14.95 9.06 = 11.63 = 2.50 13.49 25.96 14.43
25 — 29 16.94 4.35 14.07 = 6.40 - 11.79 27.92 14.92 7.89
30 - 34 Fe5) 0.53 10.33 = 5.23 = 36.07 18.95 8.85 3.35
35 =39 1.44 0.81 21.75 = 20.93 26.09 5.00 15.68 9.60 3.60
40 - 44 - - 16.14 - 8.14 66.67 10.71 6.96 6.79 2.40
45 = 49 = - 12.60 - 27..33 7.25 824 1.63 b.47 0.40
50 - 54 - - 7:19 = 9.88 = 8.57 1.63 3.72 0.25
55 = 59 = - 4.13 = — = 6,79 = 1599 =
60 - 64 0.25 - 1:97 = - - 2.50 - 0.88 =
65 + - - 2.26 - 10.47 - 7.86 = 2.06 =
All Z 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages No 5,475 8,555 3,121 - 515 207 1,175 1,594 10,286 10,356
Median

Age 21.87 17.67 37.48 = 41.28 41.31 36.70 29.08 25.21 18.37




Table B.4(b) Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in
Rural Bale, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

ggzup Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 - 14 - 5.97 - - - - - - - 4.44
15 - 19 35.45 73.37 0.89 - - - - 5.12 18.75 55.62
20 - 24 42.41 17.64 9.06 - 11.63 - 2.50 26.90 25.96 18.45
25 - 29 16.94 2.54 14.07 - 6.40 27.12 11.79 28.22 14.92 9.05
30 - 34 3.51 0.35 10.33 - 5.23 21.47 36.07 13.86 8.82 4.25
35 - 39 1.44 0.13 21.75 - 20.93 7.91 5.00 9.57 9.60 2.45
40 - 44 - - 16.14 - 8.14 28.25 10.71 11.22 6.79 3.85
45 - 49 - - 12.60 - 27.33 4.52 8.21 2.47 6.47 0.75
50 - 54 - - 7.19 - 9.88 0.56 8.57 0.49 3.72 0.13
55 = 59 - - 4.13 - - 7.91 6.79 2.15 1.99 0.88
60 - 64 0.25 - 1.57 - - - 2.50 - 0.88 -
65 + - - 2.26 - 10.47 2.26 7.86 - 2.06 0.13
All z 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages no 1,594 2,279 1,016 - 172 177 280 606 3,062 3,062
Median
Age 21.72 18.00 38.60 - 43.57 36.07 34.95 28.19 26.77 19,10
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Table B.4(c)

Rural Gamo Goffa, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

éfsup Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 = 14 1.99 2.25 - = = = 1.62 1.10 1.91
15 = 19 18.28 60.10 3.05 = e 0.69 13.44 1115 40.07
20 - 24 52.71 29.39 14.88 = 13.91 16.45 30.66 35.76 29,18
25 = 29 21.25 5.07 25.27 3.67 65.22 30.99 32.67 23.31 18.00
30 - 34 2.64 2.23 15.97 5.96 10.43 2737 12.73 9.84 6.50
35 - 39 153 - 26.65 28.44 5.43 6.89 4.52 10.28 1.92
40 - 44 157 0.97 6. 13 38.99 3.48 - 2.54 392 1.66
45 - 49 - - .88 = = 9.10 1.21 2.30 0.45
50 - 54 - = 1.67 5.96 = 2.30 - 0.91 =
85 = 59 = = = 5.96 - - = (0 0 -
60 - 64 a = 0.77 11.01 = - & 0.46 -
65 + = = i3 - 152 5.81 0.62 1.25 0.30
All % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
BEEE ys 5,792 6,098 3,118 218 460 1,307 3,897 10,435 10,455
Median
Age 22.82 18.97 32.13 41.53 205717 30.34 25.66 25.43 2 .37

oLl



Table B.4 (d)

Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in

Rural Gojjam, 1982/83

hg®e

Previous Marital Status

Group Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
iD= 14 0.30 26.18 0.60 - o 3:35 0.15 10.04 0.23 14.47
15 = 19 43.64 67.19 22.06 B 4.03 10.68 13.78 50.69 21.56 54.45
20 - 24 48.37 4.76 40.25 B 6.62 351 41.09 16.37 42.16 12.78
25 - 29 6.30 1.24 12.73 - 21.10 15.59 17.33 8.49 14.32 6.60
30 - 34 - - 9.10 - 10.03 12.08 6.11 3.63 4.98 2.79
35 - 39 - 0.21 3.43 = 12.51 15.98 6.52 3.22 4.77 2.66
40 - 44 - - 1. 11 - 8.48 9.43 2.74 2.18 2.03 1.73
45 = 49 0.24 0.21 2.64 - 6.93 6.16 2.30 1.91 1.91 1.53
50 - 54 0.40 0.21 5.82 - 14.89 4.21 3.95 1.45 3.46 1.16
55 - 59 - - - - 1.86 6.70 1.31 0.62 0.88 0.58
60 - 64 - - - - - 9.74 1.64 1.08 1.06 0.97
65 + 0.75 - 2.25 - 13.55 2.57 3.09 0.33 2.63 0.29
All % 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages no 13,386 15,825 5,153 - 967 1,283 36,163 38,627 55,669 55,735
Median
Agé 20,82 16.77 23.40 B 37.07 36.31 24.39 18.94 23.35 18.20
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Table B.4(e)

Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage Sex and Previous Marital Status in

Rural Gondar,

1982/83

Previous Marital Status

éﬁiup Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 = 14 2.76 40.59 - - - - 0.30 10.53 1.47 25.77
15 = 19 25.66 50.43 2.00 - - 2.45 6.23 35,22 15.24 42.08
20 - 24 50.49 4,12 33.47 = 4.13 1.23 20.31 16.82 35.77 9.76
25 = 29 12.90 1.45 21.01 - 22.87 15.07 20535 11.46 16.82 6.39
30 - 34 2.50 0.35 10.50 = 19.64 29.69 16.18 8.09 9.09 4.75
35 = 39 1.45 22 7.42 = 20.28 14.96 i o2 6.67 5.04 4.62
40 - 44 0.91 0.86 1.33 - 12.15 10.94 6.57 6.20 3.:51 3.58
45 = 49 0.47 = 5.88 - 1.68 8.04 5:33 2.51 2.90 1.38
50 = 54 2.86 = 9.34 - 4.13 6.14 7.69 1.48 5.36 0.86
55 - 59 - - 7.04 - 2.97 3.46 3:.10 0.81 1.90 0.47
60 - 64 = = 0.67 - = 357 321 0.22 1.34 0.21
65 + = = 133 = 12.15 4.46 2.82 - 1.56 0.14
All A 100 100 100 - 100 100. 100 100 100 100
AgeS No 14,113 14,928 2,399 = 774 896 11,499 13,010 28,785 28,834
Median
Age 22.14 15.93 28.46 - 35.67 35.52 30.87 21.26 24 .65 17.86
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Table B.4(f)

Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in

Rural Hararge, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

Age Single Married Widowed Divorced Total
Group

Male Female Male Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 = 14 = 2.70 = = = = 0.72 = 221
15 = 19 15.50 77.90 313 1.595 8.43 1.28 12,13 10.77 62.60
20 - 24 62.43 15.54 15.39 7.81 19.13 13.40 32.74 44,68 18.75
25 = 29 18.18 3.42 23.98 11.39 22.67 22.28 35.03 19.56 10.00
30 - 34 2.51 0.22 19.72 12.04 17.77 28.64 11.50 9.03 3215
35 - 39 0.56 - 19.09 20.59 23.72 9.49 4.55 6.78 2.08
40 - 44 0.41 0.23 6.23 8.06 3.39 5.87 0.79 2.61 0.50
45 - 49 = = A 19.12 = 6.00 2.10 2.81 037
50 - 54 0.41 - 1.54 9.76 4.89 1.90 0.44 1.26 0.34
55 = 59 - - 1.16 - - 7.77 - 0.81 -
60 - 64 - - 2.89 1155 - 3.37 - 1.02 -
65 + = = 1.08 8.14 = - - 0.68 =
All p 4 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 168 100
Ages o 15,494 18,852 6,097 1,229 1,328 1,634 4,288 24,454 24,468
Median
Age 22.21 18.04 31.91 39.19 29.95 32.28 26.62 24,39 18.82
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Table B.4(g)

Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in

Rural Illubabor, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

'gizup Single Married Widowed Divorced Total
Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Femalé—rr

10 - 14 - 8.12 - - - 2.00 - - - 4.95 e
15 - 19 2490 56.79 11.15 - - - 8.02 19.35 15.32 39.92

20 - 24 44 .82 18.08 9.57 - 14.44 4.21 21.13 21.17 24.57 18.01

25 - 29 21.61 3.81 17.10 - - 5.41 12.39 14.19 17.41 10.32

30 - 34 2.70 2.14 9.22 - 30.37 27.25 5.63 19.11 7.14 9.74

35 - 39 - 0.67 15.38 - - - 16.36 8.31 9.11 3.15

40 - 44 0.76 1.13 9.25 - 7.41 9.42 8.02 7.17 5.81 3.78

45 - 49 - 1.13 8.28 - 7.41 1.60 9.21 1.67 5.28 1.34

50 - 54 - 0.51 6.20 - - 12.83 - 2.96 2.72 2.29

55 - 59 1.81 0.48 1.47 - - - 1.63 4.06 1.55 1.63

60 - 64 1.60 1.04 1.33 - 3.70 14.83 - 0.76 1.34 2.04

65 + 1.81 1.10 11.04 - 36.67 22.44 17.12 1.24 9.55 2.83
All Z 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages: s 2,374 3,733 2,789 - 270 499 923 2,093 6,370 6,325
Median

Age 22.80 18.69 35.97 - 43.50 50.08 35.73 28.35 27.90 21,43
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Table B.4(h) Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Previous Marital Status in
Rural Keffa, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

Age Single Married Widowed Divorced Total
Group

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 = 14 0.94 8.16 0.50 - - = - - 0.61 513
15 = 19 22.14 67.33 1e13 - = = - 8:15 10.03 44,90
20 - 24 41.68 17.22 12.32 - - 20.31 15.64 21.56 24.96 18.76
25 - 29 26.76 3.74 17.66 - 8.45 5,53 21.37 20.77 21471 9.19
30 - 34 1.98 3.18 16.77 - 5.00 46.27 12.78 20.85 9.38 11.20
35 - 39 2.46 = 14.20 - 6.21 10.10 9.76 12.1 8.22 4.38
40 - 44 1.48 - 14.65 - 35.86 10.82 13.47 8.43 9.65 3.27
45 = 49 - = 6.44 - - 3.85 13.04 3.02 4.25 U U
50 = 54 1.52 - 6.96 - 5.00 - 5.09 2.99 4.28 0.94
55 = 59 - = 2.99 - - 3.13 4.35 = 1.76 0.18
60 - 64 0.51 == 2.71 - 39.48 = 1.70 Z.%1 3.10 0.66
65 + 0.53 0.36 3.67 = = - 2.81 e 2.05 0.23
All % 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages  y, 6,264 9,107 5,748 - 580 832 1,886 4,541 14,478 14,480
Median
Age 23.23 18.11 35.56 . 44,23 32.61 35.02 29.89 29.80 19.99
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Table B.4(1i)

Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage Sex and Previous Marital Status in

Rural Shewa, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

éisup Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 - 14 1.20 16.35 - - E 3.14 B 3.52 0.72 12.64
18+ 19 14.85 64.96 2.74 - - 7.26 - 15.79 9.42 50.56
20 - 24 56.65 14.22 21.08 - 4.88 12.36 16.83 24,94 41.04 16.95
25 - 29 22.40 3.06 23.62 B 2,31 37.55 25.05 16.32 22.29 7.49
30 - 34 2.93 1.04 10.38 - 3.81 10.17 10.83 15.37 5.73 5.02
35 - 39 1.07 - 11.97 - 11.47 8.15 12.76 10.25 5.55 2.89
40 - 44 0.27 0.09 9.27 - 10.78 2.09 9.14 6.07 3.91 1.70
45 - 49 0.23 0.28 9.32 - 5.36 2.92 3.64 3.69 2.72 1.24
50 - 54 0.21 - 4.36 - 5.90 7:78 7.3 1.98 2.44 0.74
55 - 59 - - 4.00 - 8.42 - 4.68 1.33 1.90 0.34
60 - 64 - - 227 - 12.12 8.08 4.29 0.74 1.65 0.43
65 + 0.18 - 0.99 - 34.96 - 5.47 - 2.64 -
All % 100 100 100 B 100 100 100 100 100 100
ABes s 28,137 32,940 8,716 - 1,865 1,337 8,183 11,979 46,901 46,258
Median
Age 23.00 17.59 31.23 - 58.28 28.66 33.75 26.76 24,80 18.69
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Table B.4(j) Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage Sex and Previous Marital Status in
Rural Sidamo, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

Age

Group Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 - 14 = 6.62 - - - - = 0.59 > 3.64
5 = 19 32.09 78.35 4.96 = N =5 5.74 25.57 14.67 51.82
20 - 24 50.73 14.35 13.82 - 9.45 14.31 24.17 34.68 23.69 23.96
25 - 29 14.25 0.21 21.96 = 731 11.41 25.58 20.85 19.51 10.19
30 - 34 0.98 = 14.35 = 3.57 30.17 5.90 7433 7.88 4,07
35 = 39 1.04 = 19.00 - 15.33 31592 8.44 S22 10.68 3.1
40 - 44 - 0,48 7.94 - - 8.12 7.23 2571 4.81 1.41
45 - 49 0.51 = 612 - 21.93 4.26 5.35 1:39 4.33 0.74
50 - 54 - = 4.39 - - - 4.01 0.838 2.6b 0.41
55 = 54 = = 315 2 8.38 = 1.03 0.81 1.88 0.38
60 - 64 - = 0.88 - 18.18 - 2.93 0.26 1.30 0:13
65 + 0.40 = 3.43 = 15.86 = 9.02 0.30 3.59 0.14
All Z 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages g, 9,099 12,979 11,413 - 561 517 4,410 12,100 25,483 25,596
Median
Age 21,77 12,73 33.23 - 48.29 33.96 28.93 23.44 26.70 19.47
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Table B.4(k)  Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage Sex and Previous Marital Status in
Rural Wellega, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

g%iup Single Married Widowed Divorced Total

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Femalu*—r
10 - 14 0.28 3.33 - - - = - - 0.15 2.29 =
15 =19 34.13 75.72 0.43 - = = - 9.91 18.06 54.39
20 - 24 45,06 15.51 5.88 - = 3.57 - 20.16 25.84 15.79
25 - 29 13.19 3.97 10.84 - 9.77 24.63 9.31 23.47 11.94 10.15
30 - 34 4.08 0.41 16.23 - - 21,89 14.02 8.91 9.00 4.00
35 ~ 39 0.54 0.18 19.23 - 18.10 12.27 5.26 10.74 8.62 3.60
40 - 44 1.04 = 11.01 - 7.03 7.30 17.42 6.11 5.95 2.00
45 - 49 - & 9,61 - 23.31 - - 6.26 4.67 1.52
50 - 54 = 0.44 5.92 - D03 9.78 27.71 8.94 3.99 3.16
55 - 59 0.51 0.43 3.96 - - 2.24 = 3.14 1.76 1.2%
60 - o4 0.58 - 2.26 - 9.90 7.96 5.26 1.70 1.89 0.98
65 + 0.58 = 14.63 - 26.17 10.36 21.03 0.66 8.14 0.90
All A 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages v, 8,830 11,637 6,329 - 768 1,206 913 4,107 16,840 16,950
Median

Age 21,73 18.08 392.33 - 48.24 34.98 50.53 29,25 27.49 19.39
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Table B.4(1) Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage Sex and Previous Marital Status in
Rural Wello, 1982/83

Previous Marital Status

Age Single Married Widowed Divorced Total
Group

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
10 - 14 0.48 33.50 - - = 3.44 0.21 3.07 0.21 16.32
15 =19 17.97 57.74 6.79 - - 6.03 2.76 26.21 9.13 39.52
20 - 24 44,24 5.79 17.22 - 7.72 - 19.06 19.60 26.26 13.19
25 - 29 26.93 1.71 23.48 - 9.85 15.50 19.05 15.68 23.09 9.59
30 - 34 7.34 0.61 12.60 - = 6.52 14.71 11.93 1%.28 6.89
35 - 39 1.17 0.27 11.53 - 16.51 17.22 10.79 7.98 8.08 4.82
40 - 44 1.01 0.07 7l 3 - 10.52 12.05 7.81 5.41 5.64 3.22
45 - 49 0.41 0.21 4.42 - 4.53 11,19 5.48 2.68 3.43 1.78
50 - 54 - 0.05 4.49 - 3.20 11.81 3.89 3.57 2.85 2.2
55 - 59 - = 2.83 - 7,59 3.57 3.56 0.89 2.2 0.56
60 - 64 - 0.06 3:33 - 15.31 10.09 5.55 2.19 311 1.43
65 + 0.46 ~ 5.52 - 24,77 2.58 7.14 0.78 4.71 0.48
All Z 100 100 100 - 100 100 100 100 100 100
Ages v, 12,690 17,134 14,871 - 751 813 11,055 21,413 39,367 39,360
Median
Age 23.57 16.43 30.99 - 51.46 40.56 33.04 25.36 26.12 19.26
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Table B.5 Age-Sex-Specific Marriage Rates by Region in

Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Reglons

0.76
20.42
10,06

34,03
140,29
83.54

124,48
49.61
H4 . 34

70 .85
25.10
45.00

31 .83
15.70
22.78

27.59
12.53
19.88

19,81
9.91

Age at Rate per 1000 population
Marriage - & - ——————— T
ok amo-— A =
(Years) Arssi Bale Goffa Gojjam Gondar  Hararge éi;zr Keffa Shewa  Sidamo Wellega Wello
10 - 14 i
Male 1.48 = 1.74 0.78 3.45 - - 0.77 0.77 - 0.16 0.52
Female 15.95 5.02 3.30 54.57 70.38 4.32 " B ) 7.53 14.71 4.42 2.53 46.09
Total 8.35 2.38 2.48 26.46 34.34 1.99 4,38 3.89 7.41 2,07 1::35 21259
15 = 19
Male 34.32 28.77  2/.75 105.59  50.82  28.03 40.92 18.95 15.55  25.34  30.39  31.6b
Female 127.43 121.34 YE3.@7 - 258,67 147.90 185.51 150.36 114.83 97.50 114,08 97.21 16£4.07
Total 75:26 67.00 67.97 183.71 98.17 101.70 86.14 59.98 53.08 64 .60 62.90 91.54
20 - 24
Male 80.70 77.15 122,05 256.09 158.31 165.14 86.78 71.52 100.62 82.45 69.93 128.45
Female 36.91 43,14 81.71 69.17 41,77 50.77 52.66 43.35 37.14 54.41 35:35 65.84
Total 57.86 59..59 99.87 157.19 99.05 99.12 68.18 55.76 67.31 66.76 50.95 97.39
25 - 29
Male 54.05 5Z2.12 66.90 91.22 88.00 69.54 61.98 57.24 61.32 55.61 37.16 125.56
Female 18.89 19.41 38.74 34.75 28.38 26.84 24.83 17.53 15.36 20.84 22,53 47.59
Total 34.09 31.86 50.79 60.29 55.76 45.28 39.87 34.70 35.14 35.32 28.59 84.73
30 - 34
Male 22.94 31.42 29 .46 37.53 49,86 3111 26.34 26.41 16.46 26.55 30.01 69.56
Female 191 9.85 16.80 ¥7..51 23.17 10.22 26.07 21.90 11.08 10.57 10.32 29.56
Total 14.18 18.38 22.66 26.60 35.73 20.36 26.19 23.1 13.44 17.50 18.87 45.86
35 = 39
Male 26.71 30.82 32.36 36.70 32.22 26.17 35.53 20.02 14.05 34.53 31.45 43.80
Female 9.87 5.71 6.77 20.45 32.34 9.42 9.52 9.28 711 9.14 11.38 21.96
Total 17.86 16.27 20,27 28.57 32.27 18.46 20.93 14.29 10.55 21.20 20.67 32.00
40 - 44
Male 21.54 25,;31 14.68 19.16 24,31 12.37 24,72 24.72 24,28 12.33 20.48 31539
Female 8.34 11.62 7.26 17.86 26.56 2.80 13.37 8.33 5.08 5.98 7.46 15.28
Total 14.50 17.74 11.05 18.54 25.40 7.98 18.54 16.35 8.63 13.19 15.52 22.69

14.80
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Table B.5 (contd.)

Age at Rate per 1000 Population
Marriage =
R Gamo=- .d Illu- . All
(Years) Arssi Bale Goffa Gojjam Gondar Hararge Baboe Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Regions
45 - 49
Male 19.77 28.31 13.14 22.41 24.57 19.09 26.25 14.6 11.05 21.46 23.42 23.30 18.67
Female 1.98 3.19 2.95 21.56 14.51 3.19 6.25 4.97 5.17 4.14 7.30 11.88 7.84
Total 10.65 15.57 8.40 22.03 20.08 12,09 15,95 10.30 g.17 13.29 15.17 17.49 13.47
50 - 54
Male 18.48 20.93 6.16 47.99 52.70 9.50 15.79 2.2 10.96 19.20 23.74 19,94 21.62
Female 1.33 0.57 = 16.09 8.99 2.77 10.69 4.45 3.12 3.10 14.59 12.50 7.10
Total 9.05 9.51 3.12 32.02 31.54 6.26 12,97 12.94 6.96 11.27 18.57 15.82 14 .00
55— 59
Male 17.59 13.54 1.42 16.65 20.86 8.50 11.26 11.89 10.42 17.02 11.20 18,72 13,78
Female = 5.86 - 12.21 7.47 - 11.49 1.59 2.22 4,16 7.50 5.32 4,67
Total 9.12 9.66 0.73 14.54 15.38 4.88 11.38 7.42 6.67 11.15 9.3 12.55 9.59
60 +
Male 6.57 5.54 6.93 28.29 16.30 7.06 20.53 11.30 8.53 13.24 18.72 20.69 14.16
Female - 0.31 1.52 11.69 2,62 - 9.30 2.46 1.00 .13 3.74 6.25 3.42
Toral 3.53 3.23 4.54 20.79 10.42 4.08 14.97 7.38 5.15 8.53 11.46 14.26 3.37
All Ages*
Male 25.17 23.70 31.02 65.54 47.45 34.42 30.01 23.46 21.98 25.89 24.72 41.70 32.75
Female 24.61 22,46 30.90 65.15 50.67 36.05 27.59 23,26 21,92 26.45 22.58 41,12 32.58
Total 24.61 23.06 30.96 65.34 49.01 35.22 28.75 23.36 21.95 26.07 23.60 41.71 32.67
Total Marriage
Rate**
Male 1,488 1,542 1,578 3,171 2,525 1,847 1,648 1,342 1,327 1,472 1,388 2,464 1,820
Female 1,432 1,138 1,356 2,619 2,007 1,479 1,572 1,169 992 1,157 1,081 2,090 1,476
Total 1,255 1,240 1,437 2,850 2,239 1,591 1,523 1,197 1,087 1,282 1,209 2,208 1,587
*In respect of population aged 10 years and above.
**rotal Marriage Rate is obtained by summing the age-specific marriage rate (for ages 10-59 years) multiplied by 5.
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Table B.6 Age-Sex Specific First Marriage Rates by Region in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Z8l

Age at Rate per 1000 Single Population
Marriage o Th! S—
and Sex Arssi Bal - T s 5 51
s ale Coffa Gojjam Gondar Hararge kabox Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Ragioh
10 = 14 B
Male 1.5 - 1.7 0.3 3.3 - - 0.5 0.8 - 0.2 0.4 v.7
Female 15.9 4.8 2.2 45.8 82.7 3.9 8.6 7.3 13.7 4.0 25 44.9 i e |
Total 3.3 243 1.9 16.8 33.7 1.8 4.1 3.6 7.0 1.9 1.3 19.9 8.2
15 - 19
Male 33.2 32.7 27.1 91.6 54.6 26.9 26.9 1941 15.8 20.8 31.3 21.0 28.3
Female 255.,2 206.0 146.9 860,4 499.7 316.7 268.6 226.1 147 .1 148.9 1317 354.6 218.7
Total 9.1 88.8 74.0 221.4 139.8 127.2 91.2 76.1 61.0 61.8 712.4 90.4 87.7
20 - 24
Male 107.1 120.2 176.2 708.7 ATL.5 5 i T 106.6 92.1 140.0 113.0 118.1 124 .3 168.9
Female 436.4 537.4 482.6 313.1 149.4 609.6 554.6 472.0 279.2 397.6 223.0 246.3 319.7
Total 151.4 115.7 235.2 628.7 333.8 357.6 161.7 135.3 157 .4 i .2 140.9 135.7 193.4
25 - 29
Male 201.8 200.1 282.3 444 .2 550.7 327.9 139.7 164 .4 222.3 149.0 119.6 203.1 219
Female 459.8 411.4 540.2 242.6 134.8 572.4 265.2 397.9 204.3 29.3 205.6 180.1 282.3
Total 235.9 240 .1 309.9 383.9 418.2 345.9 218.4 Y2743 220.6 134.9 144 .6 202.5 226
30 - 39
Male 77 .4 206.8 157.7 = 284.5 161.2 27 .4 58.4 99.2 79.9 95.2 177 .4 113.0
Female 191.6 69.2 377.8 20.3 148.0 30.1 256.1 237.3 66.2 — 104 .4 90.3 97.7
Total 100.0 166 .4 196.5 33.3 207.6 119.4 61.2 95.0 88.3 52.6 95.8 159.8 108 .4
40 - 49
Male 39.9 - 237.0 84.2 406.3 49.5 38 1 66.3 31.3 47.3 62.8 134.3 73.4
Female - - 353.3 27.3  130.0 48.6 133.3 - 33.3 73.3 - 59.8 61.3
Total 32.5 - 274.2 40.8 274.7 48.9 189.2 53.7 32.% 59.4 46.6 105.6 6H.3
50 +
Male = 19.5 54.6 820.7 885.4 58.3 161.6 156.3 25,0 80.1 95.8 129.8 114.1
Female = = - 118.1 95.5 12:1 886.4 255.3 28.0 - 82.0 41.6 56.4
Total* = 1.1 30.4 330.0 114.9 35.2 279.2 180.5 26.5 41.5 90.4 80.7 B6.4
All Ages*
Male 30.4 28.4 44,2 57.9 67.8 54.7 30.7 26.4 32.4 20.8 29.4 37.3 36.48
Female 75.2 59.8 65.2 144.9 152.,7 101.9 83.4 67.5 57.3 44,4 49.7 104.0 74.1
Total 47.9 41.3 53.1 85.9 95.3 73.6 50.3 41.5 42.5 30.3 38.3 59.2 Bl -~
*In respect of population aged 10 years and above.



Table B.7 Age-Sex-Specific Re-marriage Rate of the Divorced by Region in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
Age at Rate per 1000 Divorced Population
Re-marriage/ e -
Sex Arssi Bale Goffa Gojjam Gondar Hararge habo; Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
10 - 14
Male - - - 134.5 85.8 - - - - - - 194 .9 8.4
Female - - 480,9 7605.9 3416.5 143.5 = - 373.5 147.2 - 1640.9 1480.2
Total - - 331.6  4262.2 1728.2 59.4 - - 254 .4 109.9 - 1343.2 890.3
15 - 19
Male - - 163.6 43710.5 7381.4 552.6 813.2 - 3243.6 - 2178.6  6711.0
Female 9521.7 2583.3 9703.7 1146171 1591.8 1863.8 6982.8 9250.0 4075.4 B8B400.0  2437.1 4188.1  20729.0
Total 3000.0 885.7 4BBY9.9 82700.3 13619.5 1629.5 3193.3 5441.2 2931.,8 30706.4 1559.4 21438.4 15361.8
20 - 24
Male 902.3 700.0 2337.0 145666.6 15993.2 931.9 497 .4 1505.1 2261.1 3541.? - - 1UB5G .1
Female 310.2 1018.8 3025.3 13573.0 5429.3 1628.8 4474 .7 2821.3 2077.9 9623.8 1835.9 9349.7 L£028.7
Total 46H.6 965.9 2865.9 37163.2 8193.8 1478.1 3305.7 2341.9 2097.5 7006.6 1679.5 13826.8 3788 .4
25 - 29
Male 511.7 492.5 1607.1 65978.9 7722.8 474.0 1008.5 1956.3 3590,2 1639.5 227.9 B8595.9 3649 .0
Female 542.0 718.5 - 2813.0 2845.4 904 .3 629.2 1609.,2 654 .1 1308.6 1143.5 5025.4 1468.9
Total 530.9 668 .8 2156.8 7583.8 4666.3 774.3 208.7 1714.6 1412.2 1398.8 859.8 5944.5 2031.7
30 - 34
Male 429.2 1346.7 699 .4 6329.5 7018.9 414.9 456.1 452.2 1017.2 352.8 182.6 1817.3 1423 .4
Female 214.2 286.7 310.2 1053.4 989.7 200.8 766.3 498.9 328.0 220.1 174.0 2004.2 4b0.0
Total 264.5 502.7 410.6 2168.2 2217.8 269.2 711.8 484.7 423.9 240.2 176.6 2812.9 653.0
35 - 39
Male 203.4 90.9 193.5 4042.9 4794 .9 96.9 596.8 258.8 894.6 385.9 72.5 J1se.1 874.5
Female 159.5 85.7 87.4 933.8 629.4 68.9 303.7 224.7 132.5 106.2 26.3 673.6 228.8
Total 170.7 87.2 107.9 1553.3 1150.0 79.3 394 .9 235.9 218.0 146.5 197.7 1006.6 353.0
40 - 44
Male 246.8 447.8 - 3012.2 1923.7 92.9 445 .8 266.8 416.0 346.4 270.9 951.5 526,
Female 32.8 72.0 32.8 303.8 392.5 5.9 162.9 75.9 54.8 - 47.9 286.6 97.2
Total 61.9 97.9 26.0 592.9 631.5 19.0 207 .4 107 .1 94.0 87.3 105.1 406.3 157.5
45 - 49
Male 115.9 207.2 163.0  2495.5 1536.3 66.1 275:4 373.3 172.1 375.8 - 1281.2 417.3
Female 8.7 14.8 14.0 266.7 117.6 16.3 20.1 6.9 28.0 19.2 67.2 134.8 43.7
Total 3B.4 33,5 42.0 508.1 304.0 27.3 58.2 74 .4 431 43.4 58.5 2531 94.0
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Table B.7 (contd.)
Age at Rate per 1000 Divorced Population
Re-marriage/
Sex Arssi Bale Camor Gojjam Gondar  Hararge Tty Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
Goffa babor
50 +
Male 63.2 63.2 20.9 664.8 490.7 21.7 87.1 51.6 93.5 150.0 84.9 339.0 163.0
Female 0.9 1.6 1.2 37.8 11.9 0.5 9.1 6.1 3.7 5.6 11.6 23.1 9.9
Total 6.6 8.1 53 120.0 71.7 4.8 16.1 11.6 15.:3 19.8 19.2 50.9 28.9
All Ages*
Male 198.8 164.6 164.4  4682.3 1877.0 99.3 267.3 218.9 317.9 455.3 100.4 1217.8 715.6
Female 40.0 45.6 126.3 831.2 359.4 73.9 82.9 85.3 65.9 160.5 64.1 259.3 166.9
Total 58.9 59.3 134.6 1373.2 577.1 79.6 106.1 104.3 97.3 195.3 68.8 356.3 241.8

*
In respect of population aged 10

years and above.
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Table B.8 Age-Sex-Specific Re-marriage Rate of the Widowed by Region in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Age at Rate per 1000 Widowed Population
Re-marriage/ Gamo- Illu-
Sex Arssi Bale Coffa Gojjam Gondar Hararge babci Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
10 = 14
Male - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Female - - - 1.4 - - 90.9 - 24.5 - - 6.5 3.1
Total - - - 1.2 - - 62.5 - 20.0 - - 6.5 2.7
15 = 19
Male 63.2 120.5 - 1.8 - 76.6 - - - - - - 2.0
Female - - - 6.7 2.6 180.4 - - 12.3 - - 3.6 6.9
Total 30.3 41.8 - 4.1 2.2 146.9 - - 10.6 - - 32 5.2
20 - 24
Male 92.7 46.8 - 3.4 11.4 77 .4 96.1 - 13.3 13 - 5.5 ¥i¥T
Female - 191.2 39.2 3.6 1.6 129.1 30.7 140.0 15.5 49.0 37..3 - 16.
Total 49.1 121.4 20.7 3.5 8:3 108.8 54 .6 56,2 14.6 24 .1 29.9 . o8 ) 14
25 - 29
Male 54.4 50.8 - 36.0 57.9 71.8 - 22.5 5.4 59.5 135.6 9.8 25.8
Female - 102.2 211:3 21.4 19.0 276.7 33.9 25.5 55.8 55.8 288.1 16.6 48 .1
Total 34.3 85.8 78.3 26.9 30.6 117.6 17.6 23.8 322 17.2 235.4 14.8 37.8
30 - 34
Male 90.8 206.9 3.2 35.3 100.5 52.7 97.6 9.2 12.1 6.0 - - 237
Female 56.0 46.4 37.8 21:3 36.2 216.9 234 .1 122.4 16.8 160.9 2153 2 49.9
Total 71.9 105.3 19.0 25.3 47.8 98.1 153.1 84.9 14.9 41.4 106.2 .5 8.6
35 - 39
Male 62.4 79.5 38.8 93.9 191.2 157.5 - 19.7 33.6 42.8 82.3 20.8 61.9
Female 114.0 133.3 20.6 33.7 27 o 455.9 -~ 46 .0 15.:3 146 .7 143.4 22.6 44,6
Total 95.3 116.6 30.9 44,6 51.0 246.7 - 3743 24 .0 79.4 178.4 28.8 51.6
40 - 44
Male 102.8 379.0 83.5 54.3 120.7 86.6 33.5 118.4 37.2 - 195.1 9.3 51.8
Female 15.0 20.7 1.1 21.0 16.5 48.8 69.8 5142 3.1 28.9 74.9 115 21.6
Total 65.8 107 .4 40.7 27.9 28.3 69.8 52.8 75.4 5.7 11.9 77 .4 15.4 313
45 - 49
Male 102.8 379.0 - 65.9 13.8 253.2 44 .9 - 322 11253 - 4.9 69.1
Female 15.0 20.7 - 13.3 18.6 - 10.4 22.9 5.8 17.9 - 13.2 {1.5
Total 65.8 107.4 - 21.0 18.1 150.6 23.0 8.7 14.3 63.8 94 .9 14.9 28 .1
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Table B.8 (contd.)

981

Age at Rate per 1000 Widowed Population
Re-marriage/ o it
Sex Arssi Bale G:??a Gojjam  Gondar Hararge bab:r Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
50 +
Male 44,9 39.7 19.2 2.8 34.2 92.1 52.6 69.7 59.6 45.3 115.6 42 .1 55.0
Female - 7.8 2.4 13.7q 9.6 23.3 74.0 7.0 5.0 - 43.8 57 10.4
Total 15.2 16.5 9.7 21.6 14.8 56.5 66.0 27.0 22.1 24.9 62.0 | A 23.0
All Ages*
Male 73.6 gﬁ.ﬁ 18.1 5.2 49.3 97.8 44.5 37.4 33200 24,2 106.5 22.4 34.0
Female 17.0 Tioil 37.3 10.6 13.7 123.3 62.1 42.0 12.9 41.9 T :5 il 19.5
Total 40.2 S51.9 27.8 122 20.6 109.2 54.5 40.1 20.0 30.3 86.9 11..3 24.5

o
In respect of population aged 10 years and above.



Table B.9 Median Age of First Marriage of Bride and Bride
Groom by Region, Vital Registration, 1987/83
Median age
Region Bride Bride difference between
Groom groom and bride
Arssi 21.87 17.67 4.20
Bale 21412 18.00 3.72
Gamo Goffa 22.82 18.97 3.85
Gojjam 20.82 16.77 4,05
Gondar 22.14 15493 6.21
Hararge 021 18.04 417
Il1lubabor ’?.80 18.69 4o
Keffa 23.23 18.11 511
Shewa 23.00 17.59 5.41
Sidamo 2177 1777 4.00
Wellega 21.73 18.08 3.65
Wello 23.57 16.43 T.14
TOtal 29.'40 17.50 uogo
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Table %.10 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Literacy Status,

Sex and Age at Marriage in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83.

Literacy Status

Age Literate Illiterate Not Stated Total
at
Marriage Sex Number 4 Number p Number = Number %
10 - 14 Male 642 0.6 659 0.4 43 0.5 1,344 0.5
Female 7,634 13:3 24,143 p 1y P 635 6.8 32,412 11.4
Total 8,276 5.0 24,802 6.4 678 3.9 33,756 5.9
15 - 19 Male 20,134 18.4 18,854 11:3 a17 11.7 39,905 14.1
Female 32,639 57.0 103,448 47.6 3,842 41.0 139,928 49.3
Total 52,773 1.7 122,302 31.8 4,759 27.7 179,835 31.7
20 - 24 Male 44,212 40.5 51,785 31.0 2,723 34.8 98,720 34.8
Female 9,233 16.1 34,094 15.7 2,147 22.9 45,474 16.0
Total 53,445 32.1 85,879 2243 4,870 28.3 144,194 25.4
25 - 29 Male 20,910 19.2 31,179 18.7 1,219 15.6 53,308 18.8
Female 3,680 6.4 20,187 9.3 667 7.1 24,534 8.6
Total 24,590 14.8 51,366 13.4 1,886 11.0 77,842 13.7
30 - 34 Male 8,131 7.4 13,315 8.0 654 8.4 22,100 7.8
Female 1,834 3aid 11,551 53 559 6.0 13,944 4.9
Total 9,965 6.0 24,866 6.5 1,213 % 36,044 6.3
35 - 39 Male 5,409 5.0 13,896 8.3 554 ¥ Asi | 19,859 7.0
Female 818 ) 8,269 3.8 383 4.1 9,470 3.3
Total 6,227 3.7 22,165 5.8 937 5.4 29,329 5.2
40 - 44 Male 2,976 2.7 8,507 5.1 505 6.5 11,988 4.2
Female 415 0.7 5,543 2.5 178 1.9 6,136 2,2
Total 3,391 2.0 14,050 3.7 683 4.0 18,124 3.2
45 - 49 Male 2,160 2.0 6,512 3.9 209 2.7 8,881 351
Female 331 0.6 2,878 1.3 227 2.4 3,ﬁ36 132
Total 2,491 1.5 9,390 2.4 436 255 12,317 22
50 - 54 Male 1,605 1.5 6,915 4,1 189 2.4 8,709 3.1
Female 225 0.4 2,919 1.3 10 2.l 3,154 1.1
Total 1,830 1.1 9,834 2.6 199 1 11,863 2.1
55 - 59 Male 917 0.8 3,454 2l 117 } 4 4,488 1.6
Female 123 0.2 1,154 0.5 23 0.2 1,300 0.5
Total 1,040 0.6 4,608 1vZ 140 0.8 5,788 1.0
60 + Male 1,779 1.6 11,257 6.7 169 4.7 13,405 4.7
Female 67 0.1 2,464 1.1 74 0.8 2,605 0.9
Total 1,846 141 13,721 3.6 443 2.6 16,010 2.8
N/S Male 306 0.3 638 0.4 322 4.1 1,266 0.4
Female 221 0.4 729 0.3 628 6.7 1,578 0.6
Total 527 0.3 1,367 0.4 950 5.5 2,844 0.5
Total Male 109,181 100 166,971 100 7,821 100 283,972 100
Female 57,220 100 217,379 100 9,373 100 283,972 100
Total 166,401 100 384,350 100 171,194 100 567,944 100
Median* Male 23.8 26.9 - il
Female 18.2 19.1 = 18.

*Median value is calculated from grouped data.



Table B.11 humerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriages,

Sex and Religion in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83.

Religion
:?e Christian Muslim Others N/S Total
Harriage Sex Number Z Number % Number % Number I Number z
10 - 14 Male 769 0.4 432 0.5 143 0.7 - - 1,344 0.5
Female 25,619 14,0 6,058 7.5 127 1.6 g 0.8 32,412 11.4
Total 26,1388 7.2 6,490 4.0 B70 2,2 8 0.5 33,756 5.9
18 =18 Male 29,686 16.3 7,677 9.5 2,392 11.9 150 24.3 39,905 1l4.1
Female 89,345 49.0 41,075 51.2 9,287 45.5 221 23.4 139,928 49.3
Total 119,031 32.6 48,752 30.2 11,679 28.9 371 23.7 179,833 31.7
20 - 24 Male 66,853 36.7 25,131 31.0 6,616 33.1 120 19.4 98,720 34.8
Female 25,495 14.0 14,179 17.7 5,595 27.4 205 21.7 45,474 16.0
Total 92,348 25.3 139,310 24.4 12,211 30.2 325 20.8 144,194 25.4
25 - 29 Male 30,909 17.0 17,882 22.1 4,493 22.4 24 3.9 53,308 18.8
Female 14,601 8.0 7,307 9.1 2,626 12.9 - - 24,534 B.6
Total 45,510 12.5 25,189 15.6 7,119 17.6 24 1.5 77,842 13.7
30 - 34 Male 12,270 6.7 7,901 9.8 1,928 9.6 1 0.2 22,100 7.8
Female 8,264 4.5 4,672 5.8 1,008 4.9 - = 13,944 4.9
Total 20,534 5.6 12,573 7.8 2,936 1.3 1 0.1 36,044 6.3
35 - 19 Male 11,350 6.2 6,648 B.2 1,843 9.2 18 2.9 19,859 7.0
Female 6,369 3.5 2,632 3.3 469 2.3 - - 9,470 3.3
Total 17,719 4.9 9,280 5.8 2,312 5.7 18 1.2 29,329 5.2
40 - 44 Male 6,733 3.7 4,557 5.6 699 3.5 - - 11,988 4.2
Female 4,107 2.3 1,585 2.0 443 2.2 1 051 6,136 2.2
Total 10,840 3.0 6,142 3.8 1,142 2.8 1 0.1 18,1248 3.2
45 - 49 Male 5,107 2.8 3,001 3.7 702 3.5 71 11,5 8,881 . 2% 4
Female 2,742 1.5 572 0.7 122 0.6 - - 3,436 1.2
Total 7,849 2.2 3,513 2.2 824 2.0 71 4.8 12,317 2.2
50 - 54 Male 6,187 3.4 2,246 2.8 276 1.4 - - 8,709 3.1
Female 2,330 1.3 824 1.0 = - - - 3,154 1.1
Total 8,517 23 3,070 1.9 276 0.7 - - 11,863 2.1
55 = 39 Male 3,149 1.7 1,159 1.4 150 0.7 - - 4,488 1.6
Female 999 0.5 241 0.3 61 0.3 - -~ 1,300 0.5
Total 4,178 1.1 1,400 0.9 211 0.5 - - 5,788 1.0
60 + Male 8,614 4.7 4,084 5.0 704 3.5 3 .5 13,405 4.7
Female 1,685 0.9 859 ) 1F) 61 0.3 - - 2,605 0.9
Total 10,299 2.8 4,943 3.1 765 1.9 3 .2 16,010 2.8
N/S Male 667 0.4 291 0.4 75 0.4 231 37.4 1,266 0.4
Female 802 0.4 264 0.3 - - 512 54.1 1,578 0.6
Total 1,469 0.4 555 0.3 75 0.2 743 47.5 2,844 0.5
Total Male 182,324 100 81,009 100 20,021 100 618 100 283,972 100
Female 182,358 100 80,268 100 20,399 100 947 100 283,944 100
Total 364,682 100 161,277 100 40,420 100 1,565 100 567,943 100
Median* Male 24.5 27.0 29.5 - il
Female 18.6 19.1 20.2 = 1

®
Median value is calculated from grouped data.
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Table B.17 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage, Sex and Ethnic Group in Rural Ethiopia 1982/83

Age at
Marriage

- 14

- 24

--29

35—~ 39

Ethnic Group

No.

& 7 Hadiya Sidama Kimant Amhara Agew Oromo  Kembata Keffa Kulo Wolayita Derasa Gurage Others Total

No = - 69 567 22 = 31 29 - = = 128 1,344

z - = 1.4 0.5 0.3 R T 2.0 = = = 0.9 0.5

No. 127 698 2,020 21,710 284 = 69 29 = 146 259 705 32,412

b4 4.0 5.2 39.4 17.8 3.9 - 3.6 2,2 3.8 5.9 4.9 11.4

No. 127 698 2,089 22,277 306 = 100 58 = 146 259 833 33,756

Z 2.0 2.6 20.6 9.1 2.1 = 2.8 2.1 = 1.9 2.8 3.0 5.9

No 412 2.369 1.988 17.171 1.933 176 56 172 08 956 217 1.800 39.905

4 12.7 17.4 39.4 14.1 26.6 5.3 3.2 11.8 5.5 25.4 4.5 13.0 14.1

No 2,092 6,940 1,912 55,810 4,331 1,082 554 583 2,948 1,940 2,995 6,223 139,928

Z h6.7 51.4 7.6 45.7 59.6 33.4 29.3 44.8 51.7 49.9 68.3 43.7 49.13

No 2,504 9,309 3,900 72,981 6,264 1,258 610 755 3,256 2,896 3,212 8,023 179,833

4 35.3 6.4 8.5 29.9 43.1 19.1 16.8 27.4 28.7 37.8 35.1 28.5 .7

No 586 3,535 1,179 45,778 2,259 1,467 467 447 1,696 1,091 2,438 4,291 98,720

Z 18.1 26.0 23.4 37.5 3l.1 43.8 26.8 30.7 30.0 28.9 51.1 il.o 34.8

No 535 3,119 328 15,595 874 1,722 391 350 1,381 1,012 519 3,287 45,474

4 17.1 23;:1 6.5 12.8 12.0 53.1 20.7 26.9 24.2 26.0 11.8 £ 16.0

No 1,121 6,654 1,507 61,373 3,133 3,189 858 797 3,077 2,103 2,957 7,578 144,194

z 17.6 24.6 14.9 25.2 21.6 48.4 23,6 28.9 27.1 27.5 32.3 27.0 25.4

No 1,035 3,069 904 21,447 1,160 912 320 391 1,063 483 1,050 3,044 53,308
T 31.9 22.6 17.9 17.6 16.0 27.2 18.4 26.8 18.8 12.8 22.0 22.0 18.8
No 287 1,507 374 9,091 611 340 222 165 577 347 476 1,866 24,534
7 9.2 11.2 7.6 7.4 B.4 10.5 11.7 12.7 10.1 B.9 10.9 13.1 8.6
No 1,322 4,576 1,278 30,538 1,771 1,252 542 556 1,640 830 1,526 4,910 77,842
E4 20.7 16.9 12.6 12.5 12.2 19.0 14.9 20.2 14,4 10.8 16.7 17.5 13.7
No. 552 735 409 9,110 192 368 275 103 622 350 373 1,318 22,u%6
z 17.0 5.4 8.1 A 2.6 11.0 15.8 7.1 11.0 9.3 7.8 9.5 7.8
No. 9% 499 167 5,935 296 22 240 112 313 127 137 833 13,940
Z 3.0 3.7 3.3 4.9 4.1 0.7 12.7 8.6 5.5 3.3 3.1 5.8 4.9
No. 646 1,234 576 15,045 488 390 515 215 935 4717 510 2,151 36,036
% 10.1 4.6 5.7 6.2 3.4 5.9  14.2 7.8 8.2 6.2 5.6 7.7 6.3
No. 396 1,310 72 7,201 607 22 192 103 944 339 293 1,393 19,859
z 12.2 1.4 5.9 8.4 0.7 11.0 7.1 16.7 9.0 6.1 10.1 7.0
No. - 372 - 4,948 80 52 64 60 401 32 = 295 9,470
L4 - 2.8 - 4.1 1.1 1.6 3.4 4.6 7.0 0.8 = 2.1 3.3
No. 39 1,682 72 12,149 687 T4 256 163 1,345 371 293 1,688 29,329
z 6.2 6.2 0.7 5.0 4.7 1.1 7.0 5.9 11.9 4.8 3.2 6.0 5.2
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Table B,12 (Contd.)
Ethnic Group
Age at No.
Marriage Sex % Hadiya Sidama Kimant Amhara  Agew Oromo  Kembata Keffa Kulo Wolayita Derasa Gemn Gurage Others Total
Total M No. 3,240 13,588 5,042 121,923 7,259 95,780 3,350 1,740 1,458 5,648 3,771 2,543 4,770 13,857 283,969
Z 1.14 4.78 1.78 42.93 2.56 33.73 1.18 0.61 0.51 1.99 1.33 0.90 1.68 4.88 10
F No. 3,136 13,500 5,082 122,053 7,269 95,710 3,240 1,892 1,300 5,702 3,887 2,563 4,386 14,247 283,967
L4 1.10 4,75 1.79 42,98 2.56 3. 1.14 0.67 0.46 2.01 1.37 0.50 1.54 5.02 100
T No. 6,376 27,088 10,124 243,976 14,528 191,490 6,590 3,632 2,758 11,350 7,658 5,106 9,150 28,104 567,916
7 1.12 4.77 1.78 42.96 2.56 33.72 1.16 0.64 0.48 2.00 .35 0w 1.61 4.95 100
Median* Male 28.0 26.4 22.0 24.7 23.6 25.8 25.1 29.9 26.0 28.9 24.2 24.6 24.4 2?.1
Female 18.4 19.3 16.4 18.5 18.8 19.0 21.6 24,1  20.5 19.8 19.6 20.2 18.2 18.9

*
Median value is calculated from group data.
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Tabie g 13 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Region and
Type of Marriage Arrangements in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
Type of Marriage
kg ion ;0 Civil Religious Customary Others N/S Total
Arssi No. 242 4,153 5,468 492 1 10,356
b3 2.3 40.1 52.8 4.8 0.0 100
Bale No. 18 1,531 1,496 1174 - 3,062
% 0.6 50.0 48.8 0.6 s 100
Gamo Goffa No. 36 68 10.048 303 1 10,456
% 0.3 0.7 96.1 2.9 0.0 100
Gojjam No. 32 181 55,487 191 - 55,891
L
A 0.1 0.3 99.3 03 e 100
Gondar No. 206 282 28,174 282 29 28,973
p4 0.7 1.0 97.2 1.0 0.1 100
Hararge No. 1,615 11,186 11,573 201 46 24,621
4 6.6 45.4 47.0 0.8 0.2 100
I1lubabor No. 393 1,360 3,918 695 6,370
% 6.2 21.4 61.5 10.9 0.0 100
Keffa No. 83 6,469 7,834 388 31 14,805
z 0.6 43.7 52.9 2.6 0.2 100
Shewa No. 688 5,440 36,792 4,008 238 47,166
pA 1.5 1155 78.0 8.5 0.2 100
Sidamo No. 74 2,565 22,051 939 - 25,629
% 0.3 10.0 86.0 3.7 - 100
Wellega No. 76 359 15,565 952 o 16,952
% 0.4 Zil 91.8 5.6 = 100
Wello No. 205 17,452 21,981 37 16 39,691
4 0.5 44.0 55.4 0.1 0.0 100
Total No. 3,668 51,046 220,387 8,505 366 283,972
7% 1.3 18.0 77.6 3.0 0.1 100
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Table B.l4 Numerical and Percentage Discribution of Marriages by Type of Marriage

Arrangements and Religion in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83.

Religion
Type Christian Muslim Others N/S Total
of

Marriage Number 7 Number Z  Number 7  Number 7 Number Z
Civil 1,526 0.8 2,066 2.6 25 0.1 51 6.5 3,668 1.3
Religious 8,387 4.6 42,120 52.2 467 oA 72 9.2 51,046 18.0
Customary 166,469 91.2 34,958 43.4 18,469 91.4 491 62.7 220,387 77.6
Others 5,838 Y 1,417 1.8 1,250 6.2 - = 8,505 3.0
N/S 118 0.0 78 0.1 1 0.0 169 21.6 366 0.1

Total 182,338 100 80,639 100 20,212 100 783 100 283,972 100




Table B.15

Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Month of Occurrence and Region in Rural Ethiopia,

1982/83
Region
Month ﬁ::::ri
Bt Arssi  Bale Gamo Goffa Gojjam Gondar Hararge Illubabor Keffa  Shewa  Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
Meskerem No. 407 248 1,604 1,866 634 1,916 439 564 2,320 1,844 620 1,572 14,034
4 4.0 8.4 15.7 3.4 2.2 7.8 6.9 3.8 4.9 7.2 3.7 4.0 5.0
Tikmit No. 440 284 860 1,786 345 2,035 388 614 1,707 1,358 1,028 2,823 13,668
Z 4.3 9.6 8.4 3.2 1 8.3 6.1 4.2 3.6 5:3 6.1 7.2 4.8
Hidar No. 429 344 860 1,478 680 2,104 417 616 2,650 1,485 8B40 2,130 14,033
Z 4.2 11.6 8.4 Zi7 2.3 8.5 6.6 4.2 5.6 5.8 5.0 5.4 5.
Tahsas No. 388 320 719 1,746 835 3,487 328 992 2,559 1,874 679 2,370 16,297
4 3.8 10.8 7.0 3.1 2.9 14.2 5.2 6.8 5.5 7.4 4.0 6.0 5.8
Tir No. 820 29 872 2,934 1,551 2,889 481 1,068 4,630 2,536 934 5,481 24,487
Z 8.1 9.8 8.5 5.3 5.4 1.7 7.6 T3 9.9 10.0 5.5 13.9 8.7
Yekatit No. 1,917 317 749 9,131 9,987 3,208 709 2,910 9,164 2,900 1,678 6,831 49,501
4 18.8 10.7 7.3 16.4 34.6 13.0 11:1 19.8 19.5 11.4 9.9 17.4 VS
Megabit No. 607 164 1,023 5,646 3,889 3,025 989 1,518 4,658 2,256 1,756 4,969 30,500
Z 6.0 5.5 10.0 10.1 13.5 12.3 15.5 10.4 9.9 8.9 10.4 12.6 10.8
Miazia No. 887 1M1 e84 5,074 2,297 2,261 486 1,533 3,109 2,198 2,929 3,422 25,191
b4 8.7 3.8 8.6 9.1 7.9 9.2 7.6 10.4 6.6 8.6 17.4 8.7 8.9
Ginbot No. 1,364 323 756 11,396 2,738 1,058 788 1,030 6,096 2,233 2,813 2,060 32,633
Z 13.2 10.8 1.4 20.4 9.5 4.3 12.4 7.0 12.9 8.8 16.7 il 1.5
Sene No. 1,125 182 644 7,999 2,537 861 434 960 5,557 2,663 1,802 2,851 27,615
4 11.0 6.1 6.3 14.3 8.8 3,5 6.8 6.5 11.8 10.5 10.7 7.3 9.8
Hamle No. 845 197 484 4,167 2,299 997 651 1,041 2,369 1,866 1,157 2,535 18,608
Z 8.3 6.6 4.7 7.5 8.0 4.0 10.2 7.1 5.0 7.3 6.9 6.5 6.6
Nahase No. 799 186 721 2,486 1,077 564 231 1,812 1,485 2,117 618 2,066 14,168
Z 7.8 6.3 7.2 4.4 3.7 2.3 3.6 12.3 3.2 8.3 32 5.3 5.0
N/S No. 188 1 49 56 11 216 23 32 737 117 - 187 1,617
4 1.8 0.0 0.5 0.1 0.0 0.9 0.4 0.2 1.6 0.5 - 0.5 0.6
Total* No. 10,196 2,966 10,231 55,765 28,880 24 621 6,384 14,690 47,041 25,447 16,854 39,297 282,352
Z 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 -100 100
~ “kNote: Marriages which took place in the month of Pagume were excluded. -



Table B.15(a) Seasonality Index" of Marriages by Month in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Region
Month

Arssi Bale G?Egg Gojjam  Condar  Hararge Illubabor Keffa  Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
Meskerem 48.8 100.4 188.9 Lo.2 26.4 94,2 83.1 6.2 60.1 87.4 4y, 1 4g.2  60.0
Tikmit 52.8 115.0 101.3 38.5 14.3 100.0 73.5 50.2 44,2 64.3 73.2  86.6 58.4
Hidar 51.4 139.3 101.3 31.8 28.3 103.4 79.0 50.4 68.7 T0.3 59.8 65.4 60.0
Tahsas 46.5 17°9.6  8U.T 37.6 34.7 1714 62.1 81.2 66.3 88.8 48.3 727 69.7
Tir 98.3 117.8  102.7 63.2 6445 142.0 91.1 87.4 120.0 120.1 66.5 168.2 104.7
Yekatit 229.9 128.3 88.2 196.7 415.1 157.7 134.3 238.1 237.5 137.4 119.4 209.6 211.6
Megabit 72.8 66.4 120.5 121.6 161.6 148.7 187.3 124.2 120.7 106.9 125.0 152.5 130.4
Maiazia 106.4 44,9 104.1 109.3 95.5 111.2 92.0 125.5 80.6 104.1 208.5 105.0 107.7
Ginbot 161.2 130.0 89.0 245.5 113.8 52.0 149.2 84.3 158.0 105.8 200.2 63.2 139.5
Sene 134.9  73.7 75.9 172.3  105.4 42.3 g82.2 78.6 1440 126.1 128.3 87.5 118.0
Hamle 101.3  79.8 57.0 89.8 95.6 49.0 123.3 85.2 61.4  88.4 82.3 T7.8 T9.5
Nehase 95.8 T5.3 85.6 53.6 44.8 2747 43.8 148.3 38.5 100.3 44.0 63.4  60.6

.SeaSOnality Index (SI) = 2 x 100, where E is the expected number of marriages in a month, which is obtained as m.n/360, m=
E

number of annual marriages, n=

in a given month.

number of days in given month,

0 = recorded number of marriages

961
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Table B.16 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marriages by Month of
Occurrence and Religion in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
Religion
Month
of Christian Muslim Others Not Stated Total

Marriage

Number % Number % Number X Number A Number %
Meskerem 7,452 4.1 4,594 5.7 1,975 9.8 13 .7 14,034 4.9
Tikmit 6,718 3.3 5,596 6.9 1,354 6.7 - - 13,668 4.8
Hidar 7,503 4.1 5,146 6.4 1,384 6.8 - = 14,033 4.9
Tahsas 8,260 4.5 6,643 8.2 1,394 6.9 - - ) [[1% 5 i AR Y
Tip 14,481 7.9 8,164 10.1 1,842 9.1 - - 24,487 B.6
Yekatit 35,866 19.7 11,463 14.2 1,956 9.7 216 27.6 49,501 17.4
Megabit 18,837 10.3 9,732 12,1 1,889 9.3 42 5.4 30,500 10.7
Miazia 15,026 8.2 8,489 10.5 1,630 8.1 46 5.9 25,191 8.9
Ginbot 24,962 13.7 6,020 7.5 1,610 8.0 41 5.2 32,633 1135
Sene 21,478 11.8 4,561 5.7 1,539 7.6 37 4. 27,615 9.7
Hamle 12,020 6.6 5,021 6.2 1,504 7.4 63 8.0 18,608 6.6
Nehasie 7,962 4.4 4,339 5.4 1,835 9.1 32 4.1 14,168 5.0
N/S 897 0.5 357 0.4 70 0.3 293 37.4 1,617 0.6
Total 181,462 100 80,125 100 19,982 100 783 100 282,352* 100

*
Excludes marriages which took place in the month of Pagume.
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Table B.17

Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Marria

and Type of Marriage in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

ges by Month of Occurrence

Type of Marriage

Month .
of Civil Religious Customary Others Not Stated Total
Marriage
Number 7% Number % Number % Number % Number 7% Number 7

Meskerem 299 8.2 2,675 5.2 10,406 4.7 654 7.7 - = 14,034 4.9
Tikmt 58 1.6 3,013 5.9 10,000 4.5 597 7.0 - - 13,668 4.8
Hidar 52 1.4 2,706 5.3 10,709 4.9 566 6.7 - = 14,033 4.9
Tahsas 376 10.3 4,299 8.4 10,650 4.8 972 11.4 - - 16,297 5.7
Tir 500 13.6 6,558 12.8 16,755 7.6 648 7.6 26 7.1 24,487 8.6
Yekatit 541 14.7 9,161 17.9 39,075 17.7 656 7.7 68 18.6 49,501 17.4
Megabit 425 11.6 5,573 10.9 23,883 10.8 605 7.1 14 3.8 30,500 10.7
Miazia 575 15.7 4,692 9.2 19,316 8.8 608 7.1 - - 25,191 8.9
Ginbot 423 11.5 3,087 6.0 28,122 12.8 9% 11.7 7 1.9 32,633 11.5
Sene 84 2.3 2,943 5.8 23,620 10,7 947 11.1 21 5.7 27,615 9.7
Hamle 140 3.8 2,881 5.6 14,807 6.7 712 8.4 68 18.6 18,608 6.6
Nehasie 172 4.7 2,902 5.7 10,573 4.8 521 6.1 - - 14,168 5.0
N/S 23 0.6 319 0.6 1,110 0.5 3 0.0 162 44.3 1,617 0.6
Total 3,668 100 50,809 100 219,026 100 8,483 100 366 100 282,352 100

*
Excludes marriages which took place in the month of Pagume.
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11 tv Rat (Per sand r
Males an emal a_’. Rural Ethiop:
1982/8)
Ags lale Fomnle
10 .05 1.41
1 W42 2.68
12 «63 22,51
13 «98 313.32
14 152 47.60
15 13.41 101,49
16 19.55 195.90
17 27.83 309,76
18 39.24 321.85
19 55.03 389.74
20 86.98 514.75
21 436,20 355042
22 195.55 352.08
23 277.83 345.93
24 352.83 205.09
25 310.10 204.96
26 229,60 196.90
21 207.18 184.49
28 192.10 149.18
29 190,51 143,16
3o 179.07 124.64
31 137.38 103411
32 132.84 100.55
33 130,36 98.73
34 12414 96,98
35 122,15 88.92
36 120,00 81.25
37 111.37 86,02
38 108,77 84,58
39 104.46 73.33
40 102.15 77,85
41 99.44 77.36
42 92.98 70.73
43 84s14 67.86
44 82.60 6711
45 82.04 £5.61
46 76437 64.47
a1 73.75 63,93
48 71416 62,15
49 69,98 58.50
50 65431 45431
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Table B:19 puptiality Table for Males in Pural Bthiopia, 1982/83

Probability of Number of Person-years Cumulative Average

marrying Never Fumber Fumber ever in never single Percentage  years

between age married marrying ever marTied marTried person ever before

x & T+ at age X at age X  marrying persons status years 2erTying marriage

nx nx ll n! mx 3! mx Hx °]:

10 +00005 100,000 5 98,896 5 99,998 1,428,703 98.80 1429
1" =00042 99,995 42 98,891 47 99,974 1,328,705 98.90 13.29
12 «00063 99,953 63 98,849 110 99,922 15,228,731 98.90. 12.29
13 200098 99,890 98 98,786 208 99,841 1,128,809 98.89 11.30
14 200152 99,792 152 98,688 360 99,716 1,028,968 98.89 10.31
15 201332 99,640 1,327 98,536 1,687 98,977 929,252 98.89 9.33
16 01936 98,313 1,903 975209 3,590 97,362 830,275 98.88 8445
17 «02749 96,410 2,650 95,306 6,240 95,085 732,913 98.85 7.60
18 «03848 93,760 3,608 92,656 9,848 91,956 637,828 98.82 6.80
19 «05356 90,152 4,829 89,048 14,677 87,738 545,872 98.78 6406
20 +08335 85,323  T,112 84,219 21,789 81,767 438, 134 98.71 5437
21 «12752 78,211 9,973 775107 31,762 13225 376,367 9859 4.81
22 «17813 68,238 12,155 679134 43,917 62,161 303, 142 98.38 4.44
23 «24398 56,083 13,683 54,979 57,600 49,242 240,981 98.03 4.30
24 «29992 42,400 12,717 41,296  T0,317 36,042 191,739 97.40 452
2 «26847 29,683 7,969 28,579 78,286 25,699 155, 697 96.28 525
26 « 20596 21,714 4,472 20,610 82,758 19,478 129,998 94.92 4.38
27 18773 17,242 3,022 16,138 85,780 15,731 110,520 93.60 6e41
28 « 17527 14,220 2,492 13,116 88,272 12,974 94,789 92.24 6.67
29 «17394 11,728  Z;040 10,624 90,312 10,708 81,815 90.59 6.98



Table B.19 (contd.)

Probability of

Number of Person—years Cumlative Average
marrying Hever Fumber Fumber ever in nsver single Percentage years
between age married marrying ever married marTied person aver before

Age x & x+1 at age at age x mATrTying  persons gtatus years marrying marTiage

n_ L M ML M S, NEV_ P °_
30 « 16435 9,688 1,592 8,584 91,904 8,892 71,107 88.60 Te34
31 « 12855 8,096 1,041 6,992 92,945 7,576 62,215 86.36 7.68
32 e 12457 75055 879 59951 93,824 6,616 54,639 84435 TeT4
33 » 12238 6,176 756 5,072 94,580 5,798 48,023 82.12 7«78
34 « 11688 59420 633 44316 95,213 59104 42,225 79.63 T«T3
35 «11512 4,787 551 34633 95,764 49512 37y 121 7694 TeT5
36 . 11321 4,236 480 35132 96,244 3,996 32,609 T3494 T+70
37 « 10550 3,756 396 2,652 96,640 3,558 28,613 T0.61 7.62
38 « 10316 3,360 347 2,256 56,987 3,187 25,055 67. 14 T-46
39 .09927 3,013 299 1,909 97,286 2,864 21,868 63436 T.26
40 «09719 2,714 264 1,610 97,550 2,582 19,004 59.32 T.00
41 «09473 2,450 232 15346 97,782 29334 16,42 5434 670
42 .08885 2,218 197 1,114 97,979 2,120 14,088 50.23 Ge35
43 «08074 2,021 163 1,917 98, 142 1,940 11,968 45437 5492
44 .07932 1,858 147 54 98,289 15,785 10,028 40.58 Dac0
45 .07881 1,711 135 607 98,424 1,644 8,243 35.48 .82
46 «07356 1,576 16 472 98,540 15518 69599 29.95 .19
47 07113 1,460 104 356 98,644 1,408 5,081 24435 2.8
48 «06872 1,356 33 252 98,737 1,310 3,673 18.58 2.71
49 .06668 1,263 84 159 98,821 1,221 2,363 12.59 1.37
50 06324 15,179 15 75 98,396 1, 142 15142 6436 0.97

Lozg



Table B.20 Nuptiality Table for Females im Rural Sthiopia, 1982/83

Probability of

z0t

marrying Never Fumber Fumber E:::’r of z;r;z::ieara gzﬁgi:tive 5 fvcrage

between age marTied marrTying avar married married person ':::Fntags %:;539

x &nx+1 at ;ga X at ;ge X maifying persons status years marrying marriage

= o x x ™ S5 o 9;

10 =00141 100,000 141 99,696 141 99,930 851,456 99.70 8e51
11 .00268 99,859 268 99,555 409 99,725 751,526 99,70 753
12 .02226 99,591 2,217 99,287 2,626 98,483 651,801 99.69 3404
13 03277 97,374 3,191 97,070 5,817 95,779 553,318 99.69 Je08
14 «04649 94,183 44379 93,879 10,196 91,994 457,539 99.68 Sedb
1 «09659 39,304 8,674 89,500 18,870 85,467 365,545 59466 4407
16 17842 81,130 14,475 80,326 33,345 73,893 280,078 99463 Jed5
17 .26822 65,655 17,878 5,351 51,223 57,716 206,185 99.54 .29
18 27724 48,777 13,523 48,473 54, T45 42,016 148,469 99.38 3404
19 32618 359254 11,499 34,950 76,245 29,505 106,453 99.14 3+02
20 40938 23,755 9,725 23,451 85,970 18,893 76,948 98.72 Jeld
21 «30179 14,030 4,234 13,726 90,204 11,913 58,055 97.83 4214
22 29938 9,796 2,933 9,492 93,137 8,330 46,142 96430 4.7
23 29782 6,863 2,044 64559 95,181 5,841 37,812 95457 531
24 +18602 4,819 896 4,515 96,077 4,371 31,9T1 93469 3403
25 18591 35923 729 3,619 96,306 34559 27,600 92425 7.04
26 17925 3,194 573 2,890 97,379 2,908 24,041 90.48 7435
27 «16891 2,621 442 2,317 97,321 2,400 21,133 88.40 3.06
28 .13883 2,179 503 1,875 98,124 2,028 18,733 86.05 8400
29 13360 1,876 251 1,572 98,375 1,751 16,705 83.80 3.499



Table B.20 (contd.)

Probability of Number of Person-years Cumulative Average
marrying Never Number Number ever in never single Percentage
Age between age married marrying  ever married married person ever before
x & x+] at :82 X at age X marrying persons status years marrying marriage
ny x My MLy EVM, Sx NEVx PMx

30 11733 1,625 9 1,321 98,566 1,530 14,954 81.29 9.20
n «09805 1,434 141 1,130 98,707 1,364 13,424 78.80 936
32 03574 1,293 124 989 98,831 1,231 12,060 76449 953
33 «09403 1,169 110 865 98,941 1,114 10,829 73.99 9426
34 «09243 1,059 98 155 99,039 1,010 9,715 71429 Je17
35 .08513 961 82 657 99,121 920 8,705 68437 7406
36 .08560 879 13 575 99,194 845 7,785 65.42 0.86
3 «08247 806 66 502 99,260 713 6,942 62.28 8461
38 08115 740 60 436 99,320 710 6,169 58492 5e34
39 +07630 680 52 376 99,372 654 2,459 55429 0403
40 07586 628 48 324 99,420 604 4,805 51459 7465
41 .07448 580 43 236 99,463 559 4,201 47459 Te24
42 06831 337 31 233 99,500 519 3,642 43439 6.78
43 06563 200 33 196 99533 404 3,123 39420 5425
44 «06493 467 30 163 99,563 452 2,639 34.90 5065
45 «06353 437 28 133 99,5N 423 2,187 30.43 5400
46 «06246 409 26 105 99,617 396 1,764 25.67 4.31
47 «06195 383 24 19 99,641 3T 1,368 20.63 5437
48 06028 359 22 55 99,663 348 997 15432 2,78
49 «05684 337 19 33 99,682 328 649 9.79 14493
50 04451 318 14 14 99,696 321 321 4440 1.01

£02
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Figure B-1 THE PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF
MARRIAGES BY AGE AT MARRIAGE
IN RURAL ETHIOPIA, 982/83
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FIGURE B.3 THE PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL

RE-MARRIAGES (i.e., re-marriages of divorced and
widowed,) BY AGE AT RE-MARRIAGE IN

RURAL ETHIOPIA , 1982/ 83
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Figure B-5 AGE SEX-SPECIFIC MARRIAGE (TOTAL) RATES, RURAL ETHIOPIA

1982/83
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MARRIAGE PER 1000 POPULATION

Figure B-6 AGE SEX SPECIFIC FIRST MARRIAGE RATES, RURAL ETHIOPIA
1982/83
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PERCENTAGE OF MARRIAGES

FIG.B.9 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF

MARRIAGE BY MONTH IN RURAL ETHIOPA , 1982/83
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INDEX OF MARRIAGE

Figure B.9(a)

SEASONALITY INDEX OF MARRIAGE BY MONTH

FOR RURAL ETHIOPIA 1982/83
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rate for the 12 regions as a whole was 2.83 per thousand
population. Among the regions, the highest crude divorce
rate was observed in Gojjam (7.7) followed Dby wello (T.1)
and Gondar (5.9) while the lowest crude divorce rate was
observed in Wellega (0.73) followed by sidamo (0.75), Bale
(0.85) and Arssi (0.91).

The crude divorce rate of rural Ethiopia is found to be
lower than that of the lowest observed in the world. Among
the countries, the highest crude divorce rate was observed
in the USA (5.04/1000 population) while the lowest divorce
rate (3.8/1000 population) was recorded in Mauritius (UN,
1983).

Although the crude divorce rate is a useful summary
measure, it is an unsuitable measure for comparing the
divorce experiences of population with different age
composition and marital status. Therefore, general divorce
rate was calculated for each region taking into
consideration age and marital status of the population. The
reported overall general divorce rate was T.2 per thousand
married population aged 10 years and above in rural
Ethiopia. Gojjam had the highest rate with 18.1 per
thousand followed by Wello and Gondar with 16.5 and 14.1
per thousand respectively. On the otherhand, the lowest
general divorce rate was observed in Sidamo and Wellega with
2 per thousand population in each of the two regions. There
are no law prohibiting divorce and divorce can be obtained
by mutual consent of the couples involved. Therefore,
regional variations in divorce rate could be attributed to
factors, other than the variation in legal Ppractices,

between regions.



C.? Age-Specific Divorce Rate

Like marriage, divorce is also affected by demographic
factors such as age, SeX...etc. Divorces tend to
concentrate in the youger ages and in the early years of
marriage. This is well demonstrated by data presented in
Table C.? and Figure C.1. Table C.2 and Figure C.1 present
age/sex specific divorce rate by region. Age/sex-specific
divorce rate refers to number of divorces per 1000
marriagable population in a specific age/sex group. Data
indicate that divorces are concentrated in the 15-29 age-
groups. The highest divorce rate (19.82) for males took
place in the age group 25-29 followed by age-group 20-24
(17.22) while for female the peak is 20.22 in age group 15=-
19 followed by 15.45 in age-group 20-24. However, the peak
age at divorce varies considerably between regions. For
example, the peak divorce age of 25-29 for male observed for
12 region i.e., rural Ethiopia as a whole, holds only in six
out of 12 regions. Similarly, the peak divorce age of 15-19
for female observed for 12 regions as a whole i.e., rural
Ethiopia, holds only in 5 out of 12 regions. It 18 to be
further observed from Table C.2 that the total divorce rate”
is higher for males than females. However, there exists
considerable regional variation in total divorce rate. It
ranges from highest, 249 per thousand married population in
Gojjam to lowest, 26 per thousand married population in
Sidamo. Marriage and re-marriage rates are also found to be

highest in Gojjam.

'The total divorce rate is calculated on the same principle
as that of Total Feretility Rate. It was obtained by
summing the age-specific divorce rates. It implies total
number of divorces by a cohort of 1000 men or women of
marriageable age.
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Figure C.1 shows the age pattern of divorce for males
and females. The figure indicates the following age pattern
of divorce: i) the divorce rate for both sexes begins from
an early age of 10-14 and rises to the peak at ages 15-19
for females and 25-29 for males, ii) the rates generally
decline with minor fluctuations after the peak age of 15-19
and 25-29 for females and males but never reaches 0, iii)
the divorce rate is higher for females than males under age-
group 20-24 while it is higher for males than females in the

age-group 20-24 and above.

C.3 Average Age at First Divorce

The median age at divorce derived from vital
registration data are presented by region in Table C.3. The
median age at divorce is 32.4 for males and 24.7 for females
for 12 regions. Among the regions, the median ages at
divorce for males and females are found to be highest in
Bale (42.1 years for males and 35.0 years for females) and
lowest in Gojjam (26.7 years for males and 21.1 years for
females) followed by Arssi (29.3 years for males and 22.3
years for females). The second and third positions for both
males and females were occupied by Illubabor (38.9 years
males and 32.8 years for femlaes) and Keffa (38.5 years for

males and 30.1 years for females).



C.4 Divorce and Number of Previous Marriages

The distribution of divorces by number of previous
marriages is presented in Table C.4. The number of
previous marriage is defined as the number of times the
individual currently divorcing has married before the
current marriage was consummated. Data in Table C.4 shows
an inverse relationship between number of previous marriages
and the proportion divorced. In otherwords, the proportion
divorced decreases as the number of previous marriages
increases and this holds for each sex. The proportion
divorced among the population who were married once was as
high as 33 percent which declines to as low as 8 percent
among those who were married for five times or more
previously. Figure C.2 depicts this situation more clearly.
As shown in the figure, the proportion of divorce reaches
its peak when the number of previous marriage is of the
order one and it declines gradually as the number of
previous marriage increases. And this overall pattern also
holds for males and females with the exception that the
proportion of males divorced remains constant after fourth

marriage.

Comparing the proportion of divorces against the number
of previous marriages, among the regions, we observe that
for the majority of regions, the highest proportion of
female divorces, occurs when the previous number of
marriages was only one, with the exception of Gojjam and
Sidamo. In Gojjam, the highest proportion of female
divorces occurs among marriages of second order while in
Sidamo this occurs among marriages of third order. The

situation observed in these two regions could be considered
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as an exception. For males in five out of 12 regions (Arssi,
Gamo Goffa, Hararge, Shewa, Wello) the highest proportion of
divorces occurs among marriages of first order while in the
remaining six regions (Bale, Gondar, Kembata, Keffa, Sidamo
and Wello) highest proportion of the divorces occurs among
marriages of second order. Only in Gojjam the highest
proportion of male divorces occurs among marriages of third

order. The could be considered as an exception.

C.5 Reasons for Divorce

The divorcees were asked to state the reason(s) for
divorces. The major stated reasons are presented in Table
C.5. Of the stated reasons of divorce, the most important
one, falls under the category of 'unable to get along with’.
This includes drunkenness, adultry, extravagance, abuse and
beating of wife. Of the total divorces, 64.3 percent were
due to the reason of 'unable to get along with'. This is

also found to be the reason par excellance of divorce in

every region. However, its magnitude varies from one region
to the other. It accounts for highest 87 percent of
divorces, in Hararge to lowest, 54 percent of divorces in
Gojjams The second most important stated reason of divorce
was health, followed by poverty. Eleven percent of total
divorces were due to 'health reasons'. This is found to be
highest in Gondar (15.3%) followed by Gojjam (14.3%) and
Keffa (10.6%) while this was 1lowest in Wellega (1.7%)
followed by Hararge (1.9%). Poverty accounted for nearly
seven percent of total divorces. At regional level, it
accounted for as high as 17 percent of total divorces in

Gondar and as lowest as 1.2 percent in Sidamo.



C.6 Correlates of Divorce: Number of Dependent Children

Among the plausible correlates of divorce only one
factor is examined. This is the number of dependent
children under age 18 of the divorced couples. Divorce is
expected to be inversely related with the number of
dependent children. This is expected in view of the fact
that a couple with large number of children will find it
more difficult to annul their marriages than a couple with
no or fewer children. This is also supproted by data

presented in Table C.6

As given in the Table, the presence of dependent
children seems to be a deterrent to the dissolution of
marriage by divorce. The proportion of divorce decreases
from 51 percent to 40 percent and 7 percent with the
increase of dependent children from zero to 1-3 and 4-6.
Only about one percent of the couples with 7-8 dependent
children are divorced. It appears that there is an inverse
association between the proportion of divorce and the number
of dependent children (see Fig C.3). Comparisop of the
proportion of divorces by number of dependent children among
the regions shows that in about half of the regions, the
highest proportion of divorce occurs to childless couples;
whereas in the rest of the regions, it is observed among
those with 1 to 3 dependent children. One major ceonclusion
that emerges from this finding, is that infecundity as
reflected in childlessness or fewer children, is possibly
the major reason for divorce in rural Ethiopia, although
this was not directly admitted by large proportion of
divorcees when asked to state their reasons for divorce.

Less than one percent of the divorcees admitted
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'childlessness' as the major reason for divorce. This could
be due to the fact that couples were unwilling to admit
infecundity as the reason for divorce which could jeopardise

their future chances of re-marriage.

C.7 Seasonality of Divorce

The distribution of divorces by month shows a marked
seasonal variation in divorces (see Table C.7)s The first
seasonal peak appears to be in the months of Yekatit and
Miazia followed by a second peak in the months of Megabit
and Ginbot (see Figure C.4). The seasonal pattern of
divorce revealed by observed monthly variation in divorces
still holds even when 'Seasonality Index' is employed to
measure seasonal dimension of divorces (see Table C.7(a) and
Figure C.4 (a)). Data on seasonality of marriages and
divorces also show strong positive correlation between the
two. In otherwords, the incidence of marriages and divorces
are recorded highest and lowest in the same months (see
Figures C.5 and C.5(a)). This finding 1is in conformity

with one's expectation.

It is to be also noted here that seasonal pattern of
divorce varies between regions. For Arssi, Keffa and Wello,
the incidence of divorce is highest in the month of Yekatit,
while for Illubabor and Wellega, the incidence of divorce is
highest in the month of Miazia. The incidence of divorce
for Bale; Gamo Goffa; Hararge; Gondar; Shewa and Gojjam;

Sidamo; 1is highest in the months of Hidar, Tahsas, Tir,

Megabit, Ginbot and Hamle respectively (see Table C.7).




Table C.1 Number of Divorces, Crude and General Divorce
Rates by Region (Rural Ethiopia), 1982/83
Region g??gﬁ;eOf g{:gﬁce gfﬁgggé
Rate? Rate
Arssi 1,244 0.91 2.59
Bale 366 0.85 2. 41
Gamo Goffa 973 0.94 2.46
Gojjam 20,764 7.66 18.13
Gondar 10,751 5.89 14,07
Hararge 2,603 1.18 3.10
Illubabor 941 1.45 3.36
Keffa 3,182 1.66 3.91
Shewa 11,307 1.74 4.59
Sidamo 2,265 0.75 1.98
Wellega 1,643 0.73 2.00
Wello 19,506 T7.07 16.53
Total 75,545 2.83 T7.21

aCrude divorce rate refers

per thousand population.

PGeneral divorce rate
thousand married population aged 10 years and over.

refers to number of divorces per

to frequency of annual divorces
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Table C.2  Age/Sex Specific Divorce Rate (Per 1000 Population) by Kegion in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
g pia,
Age at Regi.on
i Sex
Divorce . Gamo- iz Il1lu- F
Arssi Bale Coffa Gojjam Gondar  Hararge Nabor Keffa Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
W= 1% Male = - 0.26 0.21 - - - 0.51 - - - - 0.0e
Female 0.49 - - 12.43 8.70 0.33 0.74 - 0.32 - - 7.40 2.586
Total 0.24 - 0.13 6.11 4,05 0.1 0.36 0.27 0.15 - - 3.47 .25
15019 Male 3.44 0.55 0.76 24 .60 4.51 - - - 0.94 0.58 0.27 5.02 3.76
Female 10.35 2.18 2.00 66.28 37.81 4,22 10.21 6.75 1452 2.73 2.60 58.81 2vu.22
Total 6.44 125 1.33 45.37 20.46 1.92 4.18 2.85 3.88 1.51 1.42 29.28 11.26
20 - 24 Male 6.00 1.78 1.65  65.57  31.65 6.48  11.85 2.55 7.10 1.51 2.61  33.85 17.22
Female 5.9 5.63 5.96 36.08 27.63 13.13 4.57 6.16 11.36 5.71 5.18 36.28 15.45
Total 5.95 3.85 3.99 50.96 29.61 10.29 8.01 4.56 9.26 3.82 4,03 35.05 16.28
25 =29 Male 6.82 3.63 8.15 43.05 37.34 14 .84 1.08 10.81 11.88 6.46 W 55.36 19.82
Female 6.02 5.70 6.10 21.87 20.67 7.26 3.99 10.43 11.51 5.20 4.24 33.42 12.34
Total 6.37 4.91 6.97 31.49 28.40 10.47 3.08 10.62 11.65 5.72 3.22 43.92 15.59
30 - 34 Male 7.01 2.51 4,85 23.27 37.71 6.25 6.72 9.36 3.38 4.66 4.62 39.72 13.85
Female 1.83 0.22 4.88 13.21 21.98 0.94 5.62 8.29 5.67 2.98 2.89 21.34 8.1
Total 3.99 1.21 4,87 17.74 29.29 3.49 6.08 8.73 6.85 371 3.63 28.91 10.62
35 - 39 Male 4.59 {2 5.20 20.77 20.06 3.19 8.02 b.74 7.92 6.57 1.1 33.24 11.81
Female 151 7.10 3.37 18.15 13.84 2.84 5.32 3.90 5.54 2.1 2.34 15.20 7.08
Total 2.96 7.30 4.33 19.45 17.07 3.03 6.50 5.21 6.73 4.21 6.59 23.60 9.38
40 - 44 Male 3.66 3.14 2.65 10.67 20.28 3.02 1.87 9.206 7.12 5.28 2.47 25.44 9.35
Female 2:39 4.52 2.19 17.52 20.65 2,36 4.69 4,35 5.48 B L 3.88 13.00 7.36
Total 2,97 6.12 2.43 13.94 20.46 2.72 3.41 7.10 6.30 3.51 3.22 18.76 8.35
45 = 49 Male 2,35 9.72 4.70 22.64 10.24 2.70 9.38 6.82 7.29 2.81 27 18.61 4.98
Female 1.28 2.79 2.06 19.45 5.67 - 5.79 4.60 3.24 - 1512 14.94 5.78
Total 1.79 6.22 3.45 21.17 8.16 1.50 7.54 5.82 5.32 1.48 1.88 16.73  7.43
50 - 54 Male 2.65 4,13 - 22,95 37.84 1.86 0.99 7.83 5.55 0.388 0.98 17.96  9.95
Female - 2.13 - 7.90 7.82 = 3.58 6.47 3.07 0.91 0.73 12.69 4.77
Total 1.20 3.01 - 15.45 23,04 0.97 2,42 7.12 4.30 0.89 0.84 15.05 7.27
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Table C.2 (contd.)
Age at Region
Divorcd P8 Avssi Bale AW o.id Gond Ha I1lu- Keffa  Shewa Sid Wellega Wello Total
Gaffa JJ“ ar rlrgl b.bor amo ga ota
55 - 59 Male 1.61 3.09 3.50  17.00  15.82 3.25 9.87 3.98 8,11 .14 6.46 14.30 8.68
Pemale - 1.42 - 11.39  14.73 2.58 1.36 1.19 §. 6k - 3.19  6.45  5.08
Total 0.81 2.00 1.77  14.28  15.36 2.95 5.49 2.68 6.99 0.61 4.71  10.52  6.97
60 + Male = 2.3 213 19.93  11.37 2.08 5.69 4.87 6.40 0.58 2,06  16.47  7.41
Pemale - " 0.05 4.59 3.38 & 2.18 A 0.61 0.54 0.14 5.89  1.77
Total = 1.30 1.21  13.09 8.00 1.21 3.96 2.74 3.38 0.54 1.12  11.83 4,92
Total Male 38.13  43.43  33.85 272.66 226.82  43.67  56.07 62.73  70.69  30.47  35.56 259.97 110.89
Divorce Female 29.74  31.69  26.61 228.87 182.88  33.66  48.05 52.79  59.98  21.93  26.31 225.72 90.44
Rate* Total  32.72  37.17  30.48 249.05 203.90 38.71  51.03 57.70  65.31  26.02  30.66 237.12 99.32

* 4 i
The total divorce rate is calculated on the same principle as that of total fertility rate. It was obtained by
summing the ape-specific divorce rates.

women of marriageable age.

It implies total number of divorces by a cohort of one thousand men or

£ze
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Table C.3 Median Age at Divorce by Sex and Region
in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Bale Male

b ) -

Gamo Goffa Male

Gojjam Male

Gondar Male

Hararge Male
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'Calculated from grouped data.
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Table C.4 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Number of

Previous Marriage, Sex and Region in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Number of Previous Marriages

Region of No
Dagoroe il 0* i 2 3 4 5¢ N/S  Total
Arssi Male No = 459 281 360 B4 60 - 1,244
% - 3o.9 22.6 28.9 6.8 4.8 - 100
Female No - 426 3bu 395 39 24 - 1,246
1 - 34.3 28.9 31.8 31 1.9 - 100
Total No - 385 641 155 123 H4 - 2,488
4 - 35.6 25.8 30.4 5.0 3.4 - 100
Bale Male No = 98 158 15 19 16 - 366
A = 26.8 43.2 20.5 52 4.4 - 100
Female No - 107 99 " 69 13 7 366
Z - 29.2 27.1 19.4 18.9 3.4 1.9 100
Total No - 205 257 146 :C] 29 7 732
F - 28.0 35.1 20.0 12.0 4.0 1.0 100
Gamo Goffa Male No 23 390 334 140 40 46 - 973
Z 2.4 40 .1 34.3 14.4 4.1 4.7 — 100
Female No - 505 248 13 65 24 = 973
F 3 - 51.9 25.5 13.5 6.7 2.5 - 100
Total No 23 895 532 21 105 70 - 1,946
z 1.2 46.0 29.9 13.9 5.4 3.6 - 100
Gojjam Male No 347 4,119 5,148 5,227 2,735 3,086 102 20,764
3 1.7 19.8 24.8 25.2 13.2 14.9 0.5 100
Female No 374 4,124 6,964 4,246 2,836 2,182 38 20,764
4 1.8 19.9 33.5 20.5 13.7 10.5 0.2 100
Total No 121 8,243 12,112 9,473 5,571 5,268 140 41,528
4 1.7 19.9 29.2 22.8 13.4 12.7 0.3 100
Gondar Male No 9 2,914 3,805 2,032 1,153 797 41 10,751
4 0.1 27 .1 35.4 18.9 10.7 1.4 0.4 100
Female No 34 3,802 3,134 2,643 862 275 1 10,751
Z 0.3 35.4 29.2 24,6 8.0 2.6 0.0 100
Total No 43 6,716 6,939 4,675 2,015 1,072 42 21,502
% 0.2 31.2 32.3 21.8 9.4 5.0 0.2 100
Hararge Male No - 1,407 318 162 134 a2 - 2,603
y 4 - 54.1 3.4 6.2 5.2 3.2 - 100
Female No - 1,827 654 13 05 b - 2,603
r 4 = 70.2 25.1 0.5 2.5 - 100
Total No - 3,234 1,472 175 199 126 - 5,206

z - 62.1 28.3 3.4 3.8 2.4 - 100
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Table C.4 (contd.)

Number of Previous Marriages

Region of No
Divorce Sex ; 0* 1 2 3 4 5+ N/S  Total
Illubabor Male No - 313 363 118 b4 49 34 941
z - 33.3 38.6 12.5 6.8 5.2 3.6 100
Female No - 468 262 71 37 20 33 941
z - 49.7 27.9 7.6 9.3 2.1 3.5 100
Total No - 781 625 189 151 69 67 1,882
z - 41.5 33.2 10.1 8.0 3.7 3.6 100
Keffa Male No 20 847 1,260 641 301 110 3 3,182
% 0.6 26.6 39.6 20.2 9.5 3.5 0.1 100
Female No 20 1,213 797 716 306 128 2 3,182
pa 0.6 38.1 25.1 22.5 9.6 4.0 0.1 100
Total No 40 2,060 2,057 1,357 607 238 5 6,364
z 0.6 32.4 32.3 21.3 9.5 3.4 0.1 100
Shewa Male No 420 4,681 2,663 1,653 1,171 643 76 11,307
z 3.7 41.4 23.6 14.6 10.4 5.7 0.7 100
Female No 570 5,010 2,878 1,692 457 262 438 11,307
4 5.1 44.3 25.5 15.0 4.1 2.3 3.9 100
Total Ko 990 9,691 5,541 3,345 1,628 905 514 22,614
4 4.4 42.9 24.5 14.8 2 4.0 2.4 100
Sidamo Male No - 466 737 222 87 730 23 2,265
b4 - 20.6 32.5 9.8 3.9 32.2 1.0 100
Female No - 459 564 577 153 512 - 2,265
p4 - 20.3 24.9 25.5 6.8 22.6 - 100
Total No - 925 1,301 799 240 1,242 23 4,530
z - 20.4 28.7 17.6 5.3 27.4 0.5 100
Wellega Male No - 390 889 237 79 ~ 48 1,643
z - 23.7 54.1 14.4 4.8 - 2.9 100
Female No - 897 484 80 181 - 1 1,643
¥ - 54.6 29.5 4.9 11.0 - 0.1 100
Total No - 1,287 1,373 317 260 - 49 3,286
b4 - 39.2 41.8 9.7 7.9 - 1.5 100
Wello Male No 295 6,542 5,117 3,176 1,828 2,058 490 19,506
z .5 33.5 26.2 16.3 9.4 10,6 2.5 100
Female No 320 7,616 4,901 3,401 1,452 1,406 410 19,506
2 1.6 39.1 25.1 17.4 7.5 7.2 2.1 100
Total No 615 14,158 10,018 6,577 3,280 3,464 900 39,012
z 1.6 36.3 25.7 16.9 8.4 8.9 2.3 100
Total Male No 1,114 22,626 21,753 14,043 7,695 7,677 817 75,545
z 1.5 30.0 28.6 18.6 10.2 10.2 1.1 100
Female No 1,318 26,454 21,345 14,036 6,572 4,890 930 75,545
b4 1.8 35.0 28.3 18.6 8.7 6.5 132 100
Total No 2,432 49,080 42,918 28,079 14,267 12,567 1,747 151.090
4 1.6 32.5 28.4 18.6 9.5 8.3 1.2 100

*Indicates those who are divorcing for the first time.



Table C.5 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Causes of Divorce and Region
in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Causes of Divorce

Regi :o Spousal Ethnic or Unable Household
gion x age religious Poverty to get Childless- mis- Health Others Total
difference difference along ness management
Arssi No 32 34 55 821 - 2 70 230 1,244
z 2.6 2.7 4.4 66.0 - 0.2 5.6 18.5 100
Bale No - - - 251 1 - 19 95 366
% - - = 68.6 0.3 - 5.2 26.0 100
Gamo Goffa No - 29 - 735 66 - 49 94 973
Z = 3.0 - 75.5 6.8 - 5.0 9.7 100
Gojjam No 470 18 926 11,105 30 306 2,964 4,945 20,764
2 2.3 0.1 4.5 53.5 0.2 % 14.3 23.9 100
Gondar No 152 1 1,831 6,110 196 6 1,649 806 10,751
z 1.4 0.0 17.0 56.8 1.8 0.1 15.3 7.5 100
Hararge No - 60 48 2,262 69 - 48 116 2,603
¢ - 2.3 1.9 86.9 2.7 - 1.9 4.5 100
I1lubabor No - - 39 770 — - 84 48 941
Z - o 4.2 B1.8 - - 8.9 3l 100
Keffa No 41 - 53 2,518 1 1 337 231 3,182
p 4 13 - t.7 79.1 0.0 0.0 10.6 7.3 100
Shewa No 134 55 186 7,426 127 200 930 2,249 11,307
z 1.2 0.5 1.7 65.7 1.1 1.8 B.2 19.9 100
Sidamo No - 32 27 1,597 1 85 91 432 2,265
4 - 1.4 1.2 70.5 0.1 3.8 4.0 19.1 100
Wellega No - = 64 1,397 - 27 27 128 1,643
4 e — 3.9 85.0 - Vid 1.7 7.8 100
Wello No 165 55 1,754 13,583 68 158 2,052 1,671 19,506
b 4 0.9 0.3 9.0 69.6 0.4 0.8 10.5 8.6 100
Total N: ?9; 284 4,983 48,575 559 785 8,320 11,045 75,545
£ 0.4 6.6 64.3 0.7 1.0 11.0 14.6 100

Leze
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Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Number of

Table C.6
Dependent Children Under Age 18 and Region in Rural Ethiopia,
1982/83
J No Number of Dependent Children
Region &
% 0 1-3 4 -6 7-8 N/S Total
Arssi No 769 429 46 - = 1,244
A 61.8 34.5 3.7 - - 100
Bale No 117 213 36 - - 366
4 32.0 58.2 9.8 - - 100
Gamo Goffa No 393 403 172 5 - 973
2 40.4 41.4 177 0.5 - 100
Gojjam No 11,931 7,118 1,496 19 - 20,764
% 57.5 34.3 Vel 1 - 100
Gondar No 5,676 4,091 981 3 - 10,751
z 52.8 38.1 9.1 0.0 - 100
Hararge No 1,374 926 244 59 - 2,603
Z 52.8 35.6 9.4 2.3 - 100
Il1lubabor No 267 487 166 21 - 941
Z 28.4 51.8 17.6 2.2 - 100
Keffa No 1,482 1,233 54 20 373 3,182
X 46.6 39.4 152 0.6 1.7 100
Shewa No 3,828 6,314 174 221 170 11,307
4 33.9 55.9 6.9 2.0 ; i 100
Sidamo No 760 1,090 355 58 2 2,265
% 33.6 4B, 1 1547 2.6 0.1 100
Wellega No 439 B84 180 48 92 1,643
4 26.7 53.8 11.0 2.9 5.6 100
Wello No 11,183 6,600 477 26 1,220 19,506
A 571.3 33.8 2.5 0.1 6.3 100
Total No 38,219 29,808 4,981 680 1,857 75,545
% 50.6 39.5 6.6 0.9 2.5 100




Table C.7 Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Divorces by Month of Divorce and Region
in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83
No Region
Month &
i Arssi Bale Ghmo= Gojjam Gondar Hararge 2llg= Keffa Shewa Sidamo Welle Well Total
Goffa 3 8  babor . wanee *
Meskerem No 126 18 76 960 407 153 28 195 879 210 105 1,356 4,51
4 10.1 4.9 7.8 4.6 3.8 5.9 3.0 6.1 7.8 9.3 6.4 7.0 6.0
Tikmit No 62 35 44 628 410 251 155 214 907 203 187 1,389 4,485
I 4.5 9.6 4.5 3.0 3.8 9.7 16.5 6.7 8.0 9.0 11.4 r A% | 5.9
Hidar No 29 45 96 820 552 164 25 239 716 262 - 1,325 4,273
z 2.3 12.3 9.9 4.0 5.1 6.3 2.7 7.5 6.3 11.6 - 6.8 5.7
Tahsas No 46 40 196 929 623 202 129 236 1,007 57 «0 1,811 5,318
4 3.7 10.9 20.2 4.5 5.8 7.8 13.7 7.4 8.9 2.5 2.4 9.3 7.0
Tir No 137 34 69 1,409 1,003 381 24 231 1,250 200 150 2,247 7,135
k4 11.0 9.3 7.1 6.8 9.3 14.6 2.6 i 1.4 8.8 9.1 11.5 9.5
Yekatit No 235 e 78 2,160 1,403 223 17 430 1,135 133 88 2,330 8,376
z 18.9 12.0 8.0 10.4 13.1 8.6 12.4 13.5 10.0 5.9 5.4 12.0 1.1
Megabit No 161 38 79 2,521 1,625 358 10 147 873 193 N7 1,625 7,953
b4 13.0 10.4 8.1 12.2 15.1 13.8 1 4.6 7.8 8.5 19.3 8.3 10.5
Miazia No 47 36 115 2,847 1,485 222 223 423 1,005 87 318 1,555 8,363
1 3.8 9.8 11.8 13,7 13.8 8.5 23.7 13.3 8.9 3.9 19.4 8.0 111
Ginbot No 67 35 119 2,969 1,146 96 75 326 1,336 137 17 1,461 7,882
Z 5.4 9.6 12.2 14.3 10.7 3.7 8.0 10.2 11.8 6.1 Tl 1.5 10.4
Sene No 12 12 17 2,308 1,135 73 52 226 1,086 206 158 1,784 7,169
2 9.0 3:3 1.8 111 10.6 2.8 5.5 7+ 9.6 9.1 9.6 9.2 9.5
Hamle No 147 23 59 1,007 245 167 20 114 641 443 123 1,371 4,360
z 11.8 6.3 6.1 4.9 2.3 6.4 2.1 3.6 5.7 19.6 7.5 7.0 5.8
Nahase No 23 ] 23 1,921 679 228 49 106 290 101 39 1,002 4,467
b4 1.9 1.6 2.4 9.3 6.3 8.8 5.2 3.3 2.6 4.5 2.4 5.1 5.9
Pagume No 36 - 1 211 14 39 34 85 74 32 - 147 674
4 2:9 = 0.2 1.0 0.1 1.5 3.6 2:7 0.7 1.4 - 0.8 0.9
N/S No 16 = - 74 24 46 - 214 102 1 1 103 581
b 1.3 = = 0.4 0.2 1.8 -~ 6.7 0.9 U.4 0.1 0.5 0.8
Total No 1,244 366 973 20,764 10,751 2,603 941 3,182 11,307 2,265 1,643 19,506 75,545
1 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
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Table C.7(a) Seasonality Index"gg Divorce by Months in Rural Ethiopia, 1982/83

Region
Month

Arssi Bale G%rgc;‘; Gojjam Gondar  Hararge Illubabor Keffa  Shewa Sidamo Wellega Wello Total
Meskerem 127.3  58.1 93.8 56.2 45.6 T2.9 36.8 80.4 94,7 112.9 T76.6 Bu.5 T2.9
Tikmit 62.6 112.9 54.3 36.8 45.9 119.5 203.9 89.2 97.7 109.1  136.5 86.5 T2.4
Hidar 29.3 145.2 118.5 48.0 61.8 78.1 32.9 99.6 T7.2  140.9 - 82.6 69.0
Tahsas 6.5 129.0 2u2.0 Su.Y 69.8 96.2 169.7 98.3 108.5 30.6 29.2 112.8 85.9
Tir 138.4 109.7 85.2 85.5 112.3 181.4 31.6 96.3  134.7 107.5 109.5 140.0 115.2
Yekatit 237.4 141.9 96.3 126.5 1571 106.2 153.9 179.2 122.3 T15 64.2 145.2 135.3
Megabit 162.6 122.6 97.5 147.7 182.0 170.5 13.2 61.3 94.7 103.8 231.4 101.2 128.5
Miazia 47.5 116.1 142.0 166.3 166.3 105.7 293.4 176.3  108.3 46.8 232.1 96.9 135.1
Ginbot 67.7 112.9 146.9 173.9 128.3 45.7 98.7 135.0  144,0 T3.7 85.4 91.0 127.3
Sene 113.1 38.7 21.0 135.2 1271 34.8 68.4 94.2 117.0 110.8 115.3 111.2 115.8
Hamle 148.5 TH.2 T2.8 59.0 2T.4 79.5 26.3 47.5 69.1 238.2 89.8 85.4 70.4
Nehase 23.2  19.4 28.4 112.5 76.0 108.6 64.5 4y.2 31.3 54.3 28.5 62.4 T2.2

I'Sea.';'.cmalit:,r Index (SI) = Q x 100, where E is the expected number of divorces in a month which is obtained as m.n/360, m=
E

number of annual divorces, n = number of days in given month, O = recorded number of divorces in a given month.
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FIG.C.5 PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF

MARRIAGES & DIVORCES BY MONTH, IN RURAL ETHIOPIA, 1982/83
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IV SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In this volume, findings from the 1982/83 ESVRS on
birth, death, marriage and divorce events generated through
continuous registration and data on marital status obtained
from household survey are presented. This section is
organized into two parts. The first part deals with summary
of findings on birth, death, marriage and divorce events
based on continuous registration, and nuptiality data
obtained through household survey. The second part presents

the recommendations for improving the ESVRS.

4.1 Summary of Findings
a. Birth and Death Events

The crude birth rate derived from the registration data
was found to be 32.7/1000 population in rural Ethiopia.
Considering the Standardized rate for comparison among the
regions, the rate was found to be highest in Bale
(50.6/1000) followed by Arssi (46.7/1000), while this was
lowest in Illubabor (22.7/1000) followed by Keffa
(24.8/1000). For the rest of the regions, the CBR varied
from 37.9/1000 in Gojjam to 28.5/1000 in Gamo Goffa.

Regarding age pattern of fertility, out of the 12
regions, Bale and Shewa showed an early peak and Illubabor
and Sidamo exhibited a broad peak, while the remaining
regions including the total for 12 regions experienced late

peak type.

The total fertility rate (TFR) for rural Ethiopia was
five children per woman. Variation in TFR by region

revealed that Arssi and Bale regions had highest fertility



rate (TFR of over seven children per woman); while regions
like Gojjam, Hararge and Wellega rad a moderate value of TFR
(over five children per woman). The lowest TFR was observed
in Illubabor and Keffa regions (only 3.8 children per

woman) .

The crude death rate (CDR) obtained from death
registration was observed to be 14.6/1000 for rural
population of Ethiopia. Crude death rate fad justed for
variation in age distribution between regions) is found to
be highest in Arssi (20.0/1000) followed by Gamo-Goffa
(18.3/1000) and Keffa (18.2/1000); while this was lowest in
Shewa (11.8/100) followed by Sidamo (13.7/1000) and Gondar
(14.9/1000). In the remaining regions CDR ranged from
15.0/1000 in Gojjam to 17.0/1000 in Hararge. The crude
death rate was slightly higher for males (15.1/1000) than
for females (14.0/1000) and this pattern holds in every
region. Infant mortality rate for rural Ethiopia was 95.0
per 1000 live births, with the highest rate of 170.0/1000
live birthg in Bale and lowest rate of 70.0/1000 live births
in Illubabor region.

The age-specific death rate for rural Ethiopia follows
a 'U' 8haped curve indicating heavy mortality rate at early
years of life and then declines until it assumes the lowest
rate around the age 10-14 and then increases gradually until
it again attains its peak at older ages (beyond age 60).
This age pattern of death holds true for both males and
females and for each of the regions. The life expectancy at
birth for males and females based on the reported deatrh data
were 5U4.57 and S54.17, respectively and these values seem to

be exaggerated for rural developing society like Ethiopia
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and hence reflects under reporting of death events captured

by registration.

b. Nuptiality

i« Marital Status

Data on marital status indicated that 30.7 percent of
the rural sedentary population were never married in 1982.
The proportion of single males (38.0 percent) is higher than
the proportion of single females (23.5 percent). Regional
variation in proportion single is apparent, even after
standardization is made for the variation 1in age
distribution among regions. The proportion of single is
lowest among males and females in the northern regions of
Gojjam and Gondar; while this is highest in Wellega region.
The proportion of single males is higher than the proportion

of single females in all the regions.

Considering the age pattern of the proportion single,
it declines as age advances, although more rapidly for
females than males. The age pattern of the proportion
single observed for rural Ethiopia also holds for each of
the 12 regions excepting that the magnitude of the
proportion single varies from one region to the other. The
proportion single is at its peak at earlier ages of 10 - 14
years and there were few persons remaining unmarried beyond
the age of 40, indicating universality of marriage in rural
Ethiopia. On the other hand, if one considers the
proportion of single in the age group 45 - 49, as an
indicator of the degree of permanent 'Celibacy' in a

society, this is virtually absent in rural Ethiopia.

Fifty nine percent of the rural sendentary population



of Ethiopia aged 10 years and over were married in 1982.
The proportion of married females (61.6%) is higher than the
proportion of married males (56.0%). Incidence of marriage
is highest in Gojjam followed by Gondar for both males and
females, while the proportion of males and females married
is lowest in Gamo-Goffa. The proportion of married persons
varied from the highest, 65.7 percent in Gojjam to the
lowest, 56.1 percent in Gamo-Goffa. The observed regional
variation in the proportion of married persons still holds
even when the differences in the age distribution between

regions is allowed for.

Marital status distribution of the population not only
indicated universality but also an early start of marriage.
Women tend to marry earlier than men. Examination of
singulate mean age at first marriage (SMAM) indicates that
SMAM is about 22 years for males and 17 years for females
i.e., men marry 5 years later than women in rural Ethiopia.
The highest SMAM for males 1is observed in Wello (23.8
years), while the lowest is in Gojjam (18.1 years). The
highest SMAM for females is observed in Gamo-Goffa (18.9

years), while this was lowest in Gojjam (13.6 years).

The age pattern of marital status skows a curvilinear
relationship between age and the proportion married both for
males and females. The propensity to marry tends to rise
with age to a peak at middle ages, usually in the age-groups
30 - 34 and 35 - 39 and tapers off thereafter. The
proportion of married women was higher than the proportion
of married men in all age groups up to the age of 35 and

thereafter, the picture reverses. The marriage pattern Dby
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age observed for rural sedentary population as a whole also

holds for each of the regions.

Data on marriage dissolution indicated that less than 5
percent of the rural sedentary population of Ethiopia aged
10 years and above were divorced and widowed in 1982. The
proportion of divorced and widowed females are higher than
the proportion of divorced and widowed males. The
proportion divorced and widowed increase as age increases.
At higher ages, the proportion of divorced and widowed
females are higher than the proportion of divorced and

widowed males.

ii. Marriage and Ddvorce Events

During the 12 months registration period (Sept. 12,
1982 - Sept. 11, 1983), 283, 972 marriages were registered,
which yielded a crude marriage rate of 10.6 per 1000
population. The crude marriage rate ranged from 7.1 in Bale
to 20.6 in Gojjam. The crude marriage rate of 10.6 for
rural Ethiopia is comparable with the highest rate observed
in the world. The general marriage rate for the total of 12

regions turns out to be L40.6 per 1000 unmarried population.

Of the total marriages that took place during the year
1982/83, 49 percent were first marriages and 38.1 percent
were re-marriages of divorced and widowed. Of the 38.1
percent re-marriages, 34.9% were re-marriages by the
divorced; while the remaining 3.2% were re-marriages by
widowed. Polygamous marriages, namely, frequency of
marriages of the currently married males accounted for 12.5%
of the total marriages. The finding of higher proportion of

persons married for the first time than the proportion of



re-married noted for 12 regions (i.e., rural Ethiopia) also
holds for the absolute majority of the regions except for
Gojjam and Wello. The re-marriage of divorced is found to
be higher than that of re-marriage of the widowed in every

region.

One also notices significant differences in the
distribution of marriages by previous marital status between
males and females. For rural Ethiopia as a whole, the
frequency of first and re-marriages among females are higher
than among males and this pattern is apparent in each of the

regions.

The re-marriage rate (138 per 1000) is higher than that
of the rate of first marriage (51.3/1000) and the re-
marriage rate is higher for males than for females (240/1000
for males and 106.6/1000 for females). There are also
considerable regional variation in marriage rates.
Variation in marriage rate appears to be substantial with
respect to re-marriage rate, especially of the divorced.
The rate of polygamy is the highest in Wello (26/1000)
whereas the lowest is observed in Gondar (6.4 per 1000). In
rural Ethiopia, polygamy is practised at a rate of 14 per
1000 among the currently married male population.
Distribution of marriages by age and sex showed that 50% of
female marriages took place between the ages of 15 - 19,
while little over one third of males were married between
the age of 20 - 2U4. The pattern of marriage by age and sex
observed for 12 regions alsc holds for each region, with the
apparent regional disparities. There is no difference in
peak age at marriage, whether it is first marriage or re-

marriage. Nearly all females and males complete their first
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marriages between the ages of 30-34 and 35-39 years
respectively. However, those who re-marry continue to marry

beyond these ages.

The median age at first marriage for males and females
were 22.4 and 17.5 years respectively. The median age at
first marriage for females varied from 18.97 years in Gamo
Goffa to 15.93 years in Gondar. Likewise, the median age at
first marriage for males ranged from lowest of 20.82 years
in Gojjam to highest of 23.57 years in Wello. This
indicated a difference of about 5 years in median age at

first marriage between bride and groom.

The median age at first marriage is higher for Muslim
males and females than for their Christian counterparts.
Unexpectedly, the median age at marriage for illiterate is
found to be higher than that of the literate, both among
males and females. The data also showed variations in age
at marriage by ethnic groups. The highest median age at
marriage is observed among Keffa, while the lowest is among

Kimant ethnic group both for males and females.

Of the various types of marriage arrangement the most
important type practised in rural Ethiopia was the customary
marriage. A small proportion of marriages were contracted
through civil laws. Distribution of marriages by month of
occurrence showed marked seasonal variations. The peak of
marriage appears in the month of Yekatit and very few
marriages were contracted in the month of Tikmit. In rural
Ethiopia, a single man and woman aged 10 years and above
would have to wait on average 14.3 and 8.5 years

respectively before being married.



During the period 1982/83, 765,545 divorces were
registered in the study areas. The crude divorce rate for
17 regions as a whole was 2.83 per 1000 population. Among
the regions, the highest crude divorce rate was observed in
Gojjam (7.7 per 1000) while this was found to be lowest in
Wellega (0.73/1000).

Age-sex specific divorce rate indicated concentration
of divorce in younger age-groups, The highest divorce rate
for males is found in the age group 25 - 29 while for
femaleg,this is noted in the age group 15 - 19. However,
the age at which the peak divorce rate occurs varies

considerably among the regions.

The median age at divorce is 32.4 for males and 24.7
for females for rural Ethiopia. Regional variation in age

at divorce i3 also clearly indicated by the data.

Data on divorce and number of previous marriages
revealed an inverse relationship between proportion divorced
and number of previous marriages. In other words, the
proportion divorce decreases as the number of previous
marriages increase and this was true for each sex. Among
the various reasons, "unable to get along with" was the
most frequently cited reason for divorce. Of the total
divorces, 64.3% were reported to be caused by "unable to get
along with", while "poverty" accounted for nearly seven

percent of total divorces.

The presence of dependent children seems to be a
deterrent factor to the dissolution of marriage through

divorce. The data indicated an inverse association between
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