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I 

fOREWORD 

Results from the National Sample Survey,. 1st Round, ot urban 

areas are presented in Survey of Major Towns in Ethiopia, Statistical 

Bulletin No.1, and in ten separate town reporte. Degree and rate of 

urbaniz~tion in Ethiopia art to Bome extent also discussed in Popula­

tion of Ethiopia, Statistical Bulletin No.6. In a recently published 

report, Population of Addis Ab a ba, Statistical Bulletin No.8, details 

are given on the population of the capital and on in-migration to the 

capital. 

This report discu6ses more in detail degree and rate of urbaniza­

tion in Ethi opia, and demographic and housing characteristics of 

Eth i6pia n towns. fopulat i oQ by s ex i5 no. available for the 5 0 largest 

town ~ , which were surveyed at t he 2nd Round of the Natio~al Sample Survey. 

A comparison between the populat ion figures at the two surveys allow. tor 

reliable eetimates of th, srowth of these towns during the second half of 

the 196Q's. 

Imperial EthiopianGo~ernment 

Central Statistical Oftice 

Addie Ababa, August 1972. 
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SUMMARY 

The findings presented in this p~ per are obtained from ,the 

first round of the National Sample Survey in urban a r eas. Some 

preliminary results from the second round in 50 urb~n areas have 

also been used. Readers interested i n more detailed data f or in­

dividual towns are refared to the CSO-publication Survey of Maior 

Towns in Ethiopia, Sta~istical Bulletin No.1. 

Size and Gr owth of the Urban Population 

Out , of_Ethiopia ' s total populati on, about one-tenth is esti­

mated to live in the 185 towns with more than 2,000 inhabitants in 

1970, which is ' a relat i vely small proportion when compared with the 

degree of urbanization in the rest of Africa. However, the town 

population is mainly concentrated to a few towns, reflected in the 

more than three-fifths of the town population living in the fourteen 

urban areas (defined as towns with more than 20 , 000 inhabitants), and 

that , Addis Ababa alone accomodates one-third of the total ' town popula­

tion and almos t 60% of the ur ba n on e . Ac t ually, the Ethiopian capital 

is the biggest city -in Central and Eastern Afri ca, and in Africa as a 

whole there are only nine cities with more i nhabitants. By 1972, there 

are eight towns with more than 30,000 i nha bi tants, nam~ly Addis A~aba. 

folldwed by Aamara , Di re Dawa, Dessie, Harar , Jimma , Nazreth and Gondar, 

in that order. 

A further comparision with the rest of Africa shows that the 

Ethiopian urban population gr ows 'slightly faster than the African one, 

but slowe,r than the one of East Africa . The rate of growth of Addis 

Ababa is 7 .0% yearly, whi ch is a bout t he s ame as the growth of the 

tota l town populat i on - 6.6% yea r l y. Thi s grow t h includes two fac tore, 

na mely the na tu ra l i nc reaBe of t he population (b i rths minus deaths ) and 

the yearly in-mi gr a t i on fr om r ural ' areas , th~ l a t ter es t i mated t o 4.1% 
of the town populati on. Almos t 100 ,000 rura l dwelle rs (net) migrate to 

towns each yea r, corres ponding t o 0.4% of the r ur a l population. In­

, migra t ion to t he capi t a l a ccoun ted for al mo s t ha lf of th e to ta l rural-

urb an migra tion. 
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It has to be borne in mind that there are large variations in 

the gr owth of individual towns. Significantly rapid population 

growth was found in the provincial capital Arba Minch, in Metu and 

Awassa, which both have become provincial capitals recently,in t he 

comparatively ~ighly industrialised town Akaki, and in some other 

towns like Azezo, Bahr Dar, Bure, Fenote Selam, Fitsche and Debre 

Berhan. On the other hand, some towns, among them .Harar, have gr own 

slowly, with a net out-migration from these towns. 

Demographic ~haracteristics 

In 1970, i.e. at the second round of the urban survey, there 

were about 11% more women than men living . in towns with more than 

5.000 inhabitants. This excess of females over males is explained 

by a larger female · than male in-migration to towns and/or a larger 

male than female out-migration from towns. The comparatively large 

number of women moving to towris.isa rather earlyoccurrence~ which 

probably took place in the 1950'~ and early 1960's, since women in 

urban areas, Addis Ababa excluded, outnumbered men by about 25% in 

the mid-1960's, whereas this figure has decreased to 10% in 1970. I n 

Addis Ababa the trend has been t he reverse during the last decade : 

the female population is growing faster than the male one, indicating 

a significant female migration ' to the capital, e~pecially from other 

urban areas. The male net in-migration to the 50 biggest towns ex­

ceeded the female one by about 25% during the second half of the 1960's , 
and only in four of these towns, including the capital, did the female 

popUlation grow faster than the male one. I f this trend continues, it 

is possible that the mal e urban population will pass the female one 

before the end of this decade. This would mean that the pattern of 

urbanization in Ethiopia may ca tch up wi th the one in ,the rest ot 

Africa, where the male urban populat i on i n general is in majority. 

The lowest, in fact very low, sex-ratios in towns were found in 

Gojam, Tigre, Wollo and Begemdir , whi ch should be interp~9ted aaa 
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much larger female than male net in-migration to the towns ot these 

provinces, at least up to the mid-1960's. As mentioned above, it 

seems that this pattern is now changing even in the northern provinces. 

Almost 37% more womeh than men had stayed in the same town where 

they were born. This difference which increa~ed with increasing age, 

implies a higher mobility among males than among females, more accen­

tuated at higher ages. 

The low sex-ratios in urban areas are mainly due to a large number 

ot women above 15 years of age, especially in age-group 15-59 years. 

When Addis ,Ababa is excluded, the number of males was only about two­

thirds of the n~mber of females in that age group. This difference by 

sex was especially striking in towns in Begemdir, Gojam and Wollo, which 

had more than twice as many women as men iq age group 15-59 years in the 

mid-1960's. 

The main difference in age-distribution, comparing towns with the 

total country population, is the bulk of people in young working ages 

in towns. In eight bigger urban areas, 29% ~ere recorded 15-29 1ears, 

compared to only 23% in the surveyed rural areas. Almost one-third ot 

the women in towns were found in that age group, compare,d to only one­

fourth of the men. Actually, previous in-migrants aged 15~59 years 

C(;msti tuted more than one-third of the ' t 'otal town population at the 

tirsturban survey. The rural-urban ,migration Of mainly adults results 

in a small portion of the town population below 15 years of age, only 

39% compared to 46% in the rural areas. This difference is also due to 

a lower 'death rate in towns than in rural areas. 

Due to a comparatively high female school enrollment ,in towns, 

at l-east seen in the historical perspective, marriage is postponed to 

older ag~ than in rural areas. Consequently, a relatively high pro­

portion of women in towns were single, almost 30% ot those above 10 

years of age, compared to only 18% in rural a,reas. The relatively rew 
married 'and 'many divorced women in towns can be seen in the fact that 
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on every ten married women there were six divorced women in smaller 

towns (less than 20 000 inhabitants) and four divorced women in urban , ' 

areas. These ratios should be compared with the situation in ~ural 
areas, where there was only one divorced woman per ten married women . 

Bearing in mind the very special economic and social conditions under 

which probably a majority of the divorced women exist"the situation 

is significantly more serious in the northern towns of the country, 

where two-fifths of all women above 10 years were married and as ma ny 

as one-fourth to one-third were divorced. In some towns there wer e 

even more divorced than married women. 

Probably 40-45% of all female in-migrants to towns above 15 ,years 

of age were di~orced at the time of migration. Even in the case of 

r~ral-urban migratio, do divorced women constitute a larger portion of 

all female in-migrants in the northern provinces than in the rest of 

the country. 'This comparison between provinces, or between north a nd 

south, shows a strong correlation with the sex-ratios aqd with the a ge­

distribution of women in the northern provinces, as discussed above. 

The v'ery high ' li teracy rate in towns compared with rural areas, 

34% and 4% res pectively in the mid-1960's, is due not only to the con­

centrati on of schools to towns, but also to the high literacy rate among 

in-migrants to towns. It is possible that now more , than half of the 

adult migrants are literate. In view of the fact that the +iteracy ra te 

was, and still is, higher in urban areas than in smaller towns. 41% com­

pared to only 22%. one can presume that the tendency of aiovll\g to bigger 

towns, from smaller ones or from rural areas, is more pronounced 'among 

literate people than among the non-educated. 

AmhariC, used by 54% of all town dwellers, was spoken by more 

than 50% in the towns of Arussi. Begemdir. Gojam. Shoa and Wollo. 

Ga1igna was the most common language ' in Wollega. and Tigrigna in 

Eritrea and Tigre. The earliest ~own dwellers were probably' the Arabs, 

The Wollamos and the Amharas. followed later by the Gallas and the 

Tigreans, whereas the Dorzes and the Gurag1es are the moat recent in-

migrants to towns. 
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Housing 

The large proportion of the town inhabitants being single and 

divorced was reflected ~n a comparatively small average household 

size in towns" only 3.7 persons compared to 4.7 in surveyed rural 

areas. Two-fifths of ~ll town households had less than three members. 

About two-thirds of all houses in the towns Were made of chicka 

with corrugated iron roof. , Addis Ababa oonstituted a 'striking excep­

tion: the capital had a higher percentage chicka houses than any other 

urban agglomeration in the country. Due to a high percentage stone 

hous es , there were relatively few , chicka houses in Harar and Dire Dawa 

towns, and in the towns in Er~trea and Tigre provinces. 

Utilization of piped water was fairly common in the capital, while 

less than half of the households in the rest 6r the towns with more than 

5, 000 i nhabitants had access to this type of water supply. The water 

s itua tion was in general more 'satisfying in the higger towns than in the 

smaller ones. 

Towns with less than 20,000 inhabitants had in general no flush 

toilets. Excluding Addis Ababa, Asmara and Dire Dawa.less than 3% of 

the urban households utilized this type of toilet. One-fqurth of the 

households in Addis Ababa (in 1967) and half of the households in the 

rest of the urban areas did not have any kind of toilet facilities at 

all. 
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I. 

the 

DEFINITIONS 

Previou~ly, the following definition of a town was used f or 

purpose of the first urban surve~ in Ethiopia: ' 

a) if the area is a chartered municipality, 

b) if the area comes under the Jurisdication of the 

Hunicipali ty Department of 'the Klnistry of Interior t 

c) if the area has some ~ort of local officer who is 

responsible for collecting service taxes, and 

d) if the area is taken to be ,a , town by the chiefs and 

elders of the area. 

According to the ECA-definition1 

a) Urban population = Population in towns with 

20,000 and more inhabitants, 

b) City population = Population in towns with 

c) Big-city population 

100,000 and more inhabitants , 

= Population in cities with 

500,000 and more inhabitants. 

In this paper, the ECA~definitions will be used. as well as t he de­

finition 

d) Town = Locality with 2,000 and more inhabitants . 

It h'ss to be noted, however, that various settlements are charac­

t erized by different economic and social , structures,' and can th~re­

fore have definitely urban ~hsracters in some cases and rural ones in 
oth~rs. 

1Size and Growth of Urban Population in Africa. ECA report 
No. E/CN. 14/CAS. 6/3, Submitted to the Sixth Conference 
of African Statist i cians, Addis Ababa, 29 July '1968. 



BY ."urbanization" is here meant the process ot rural-urban 

migration, including the courses and th~ effectB ot this migration 

while 

Degree ot urbanization = 

Rate of urbanization 

the proportion of the total population 

.living in towns; 

the increase in the degree ot urbaniza­

tion . 

In the definition of !.sum aboye, other criteria could have been 

chosen than the lower limit 2 , 000 inhabl.tantB o This definition, how­

ever, to be common in Africa , and it haB thereforeb~en prefered here, 

allowing for compariBonB with other African countries. Other African 

oountrieB using thiB definition are, for example~ Angola, Congo (K), 

Kenya and Liberia. Only one country, South Atrica~ UBes 500 inhabi ­

tants a B the tower limit to define a town, Gabon useB 1 , 000 inhabi­

t an t s, Ghana usee 5,000 and Nigeria uBes ' 20,000 inhabitants. 

II. DEGREE OF URBANIZATION IN ETHIOPIA 

Only abou~ 15% ot .thetown population lived in the 109 .amallest 

townB with leBs than 5,000 inhabitantB in 1970, whereas AddiB Ababa 

and !smara alone accomodated 43% of the total town population. 

Table 11.1 Distribution of townB b;y: size in Janz 1220 

Number % of % of 

Size of town ot Popu- Population total t own 
towns. lation cumulated pop . pop. 

2 ,00Q-5., 000 109 363,139 ' 2,337,860 9.38 100.0 

5~000-20 ,OOO 62 544,840 1,974,730 7.93 84.5 

20,000-100, 000 12 415 , 630 1, 429,890 . : 5. 74 61.2 

100,000 and ,mor e 2 1,014,260 1,014,260 4.07 43.4 

The .tw6 tables below show the ' incr~aBe in the t own, urban and 

c~ty population froa: 19?0 to 1980 under the assumption that the rutu~e 

r~te of u~banization will remain unchariged ~~om the 1960's. The . in~ 
. '~ ' 

crease in number of urban a reas and cities hae been taken into ' account, 
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( the 2 oDD-mark) are excluded. whil e new towns vi l lages passing , . 

Thi s om ission hardly affects the percentages in Table II. 2 since 

new towns con tribute very little to t he existing town population . 

Ta bl e I I. 2 Rural, town, urban and city population in 1970, 
1975 and 1980; provisional estimates (in '000). 

Rural popula t i on 

Town population 

(mor e t han 2,000 inh.) 

Town popul a ti on 

(mor e t han ~ , OOO i nh.) 

Urba n populati on 

(mo re than 20iOOO i nh.) 

Ci ty populati on 

(more than 100,000 inh. ) 

Total popUla t i on 

1970 

22,579 
2,338 

(185 towns) 

1,975 
(76 towns) 

1,430 
(14 towns) 

1,014 
(2 towns) 

24,917 

1975 

25,051 
3,220 

(185 towns) 

2,931 
(108 towns) 

2,126 
(20 towl;lS) 

1,422 
(2 towns) 

28,271 

1980 

27, 756 
4, 433 

(185 towns ) 

4, 301 
(1 46 towns) 

3,152 
(28 towns) 

1 ,995 
(2 towns) 

32 ,189 

Bas ed on the t a bl e above, the degree of urbanization is calculated 
and present ed i n Table II~ 3 

Tab le II. 3 Degre e of urbani zation in 1970, 1975 and 1980 
1970 1975 1980 

Town pop. as % of to tal pop. ·9. 4 1104 13.8 
Urban pop. as % of t otal pop. 5.7 7.5 . 9.8 
Urban pop. a s % of to wn pop . 61.2 66.0 71. 1 
City pop. as % of total pop. 4.1 5.0 6. 2 
Ci ty pop. as % of town ' pop. 43~4 44.2 45.0 
Ci ty pop. as % of urban pop. 70.9 66.9 63. 3 
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It is estimated that the town population constitutes 10% of 

t he total population at the beginning of 1972. At the same time, 

t he ur ban population constitutes about 6.5% and the city population 

4. 5% of the total populat i on. The city populati on will decrease re­

l a t i ve to the urban population due t o the increase in number of urban 

a r eas , while the number of cities will remain t wo. 

The table below lists the 14 bigges t towns with more than 20,000 

inhabitan~s in January 1970. 

Table II. 4 

Addis Ababa 

Asmara 

Dire Dawa 

Dess i e 

Harar 

J imma 

Na zreth 

Gondar 

Keren 1 

Mekele 

Debre Zeit 

Debre Markos 

Agordat 1 

Bahr Dar 

Total 

Population in towns with more than 20,000 inhabitants 

in Janua ry 1970, by sex 

Population in January 1970 
Males Females Both Sexes 

392,800 403 ,100 795,900 

100,980 117,380 218,360 

29,020 30,400 59,420 

20,420 24,390 44,810 

22,040 22,540 44,580 

20,770 19,020 39,790 

18,390 19, 230 37,620 

15,880 18,750 34,630 

(15,000) (15,000) 30,'000 

12,040 15,060 27,100 

12,740 14,140 26,880 

12 ,160 14,160 26,320 

(12,000) (12,000) 23,000 

9,010 11 , 470 20,480 

693,250 736,640 1,429,890 

1Keren and Agordat have not been surveyed at all. The estimates 
("both sexes") are obtained from HSIU, Dep. of Geography. 

- 9 -



" in Ta'ble II. 2, there will be 20 
According to the projection 

80 The 1'4 towns whi ch 
urban areas in 1975 and 28 urban. areas in 19 • 

1980 esuming no radical 
will pass the 20,000 - . mark before , pr . 

( . order according to size in 1970): in their growths, are 1n 

Hassawa Assab Agaro 

Asella Debre Berhan Sodo 

Akaki Dilla Shashemene 

Lekemt Adi Ugri Awasa _ 

Adwa Goba 

The population of these 14 towns in January 1970 was 192,720. 

III. RATE OF URBANIZATION IN ETHIOPIA 

changes 

It is estimated that the yearly rate of natural increas e of the 

population is 25 per thousand, about the same in urban and rur al areas 

(both fert i lity and mortality are probably lower in towns, bu t the 

difference between the birth and the death rate is about the s am e as 

in rural areas). Due to the inflow of people from rural areas, the 

urban population was growing at a rate of 6.6% yearly during the second· 

half of the 1960's. This means that the yearly net in-migra tion to 

towns was 4.1% of the town population, which corresponded to a lmost 

100,000 people moving to towns with more than 2,000 inhabitan t s in 1970 . 

Those in-migrants constituted 0.4% of .the rural population at tha t tim e . 

It is possible to calculate the proportion of the' rural- born popu­

lation still living in rural areas. Let P and P' denote the t own and 

the rural population respectively, and let Band B' denote the popula ­

tion born in towns and in rural areas respectively. Since the to tal 

population equals .the total number of people ever born, we hav e P+P' = 
B+B', which gives the proportion of the rural-born population s till 

living in rural areas: P'/B'= l-(P-B)/B'= P'/(P+P'-B). In 1970 . pi = 
22,579,000, P = 2,337,860 and B= 1,166,590 (49.9% of the town populati on 
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was born in town. according to Table V). which gives Pt/Bt • 95.1~. 

Thus , out of the total rural-born population about 95~ were still 

living in rural areas in 1970. or. in other words. about 5% ot the 

population born in rural areas had migrated to towns up to 1970. A 

simi lar calculation can be done by sex. but due to lack of sufficient 

informa tion, rural areas have here to include also towns with less 

t han 20,000 i nhab i tants. One tind~ that out of the population born 

outside u~ban areas. 2.9% of the males and 3.~ of the females bad 

migrat ed to' urban areas. i .e ., t , towns with more than 20,000 inhabi­

tants , up to 1970. , 

The t ab l e below summarizes the growth ot the rural ~nd the urban 

populations. 

Table IIII 5 Rat e of ~earl~ natural increase and growth (:eer 

thousand), around '1970. 

Natural increase Growth rate 

Rural areas 25 21 

Towns (more t han 2,000 

inh. ) 25 66 

Country 25 25 

Tabl e I II. 6 gives a more detali~d piciure of the rate ot 

urbanizat i on. 

Table II I . 6 Rate of urbanization by size of town and sex. by 
i , 

the end of the 1960's ' (Rer thousand po:eulation). 

Size of town Yearly Grq1J th Rate 
(numb er of inh.) Males 'emales Both sexes 

5, 000 - 10,000 87 ,48 68 72 
10,000. 20,000 92 61 75 

20,000 - 50,000 72 41 55 53 
50,000 • 100.000 52 40 45 

100,000 and above 68 74 71 

All towns 72 '62 66 
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The 

, the NSS. 

table only includes towns covered by both the rounds ot 

A c9mpariaon b'etween the two surveys has allowed tor fa irly 

reliable estimates of the growth rates. Growth estimates for t owns 

surveyed only onc~, especially smaller towns, are less reliable and 

therefore excluded from the table. However, , the ~owns refered t o in 

the table represent as much as 8l~ of all towns with more than 5 , 000 

inhabitants, and the figures given here .ay therefore stand for all 

towns of respective size. It is estimate4 that the growth rate ot 

small towns, 2,000 - 5~000 inhabitants, is about 6~ yearly. 

There is a tendency of decreasing growth ,wi th incr.::a'sing si~e 

of town up to 100,000 inhabitants. Thus, the rate is inversely pro­

portional to the degree of urbanization (See Appendix). Howev er, it 

has to be borne in mind that the rate of urbanization also depends on 

other lac tors than the size of the town, such as the function and the 

situation '~f t'he towns, budget for social serVices, etc. Also , since 

there happens to be only one town with 50,000-1'00,000 inhabitants (Dir e 

Dawa), this correlation is somewhat mi$leading. Adding the two groups , 

20-50,000 and 50-100,000, together, gives a quite different pic ture. 

In 9 out of the 50 towns surveyed twice the yearly growth ra te 

was recorded to be less than 2.5~, which means that there, was a net 

out-migration from these towns (under tpe assumption that urban na tural 

increase is 2.5% yearly)~ The 9 towns were (in order according to rate 

of net out-migration): 

Korem, Axum, Haychew, Holeta,. Wukro, Dellbecha, Gore, 
Harar and Soddo. 

However, these towns were not surveyed at the same month at the two 

surveys, which is a source of error, bearing in mind the fluct~atton8 

of the population due to seasonal variations in migration. 
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A uu •• ary ot the data" on popula tion born in town and residing 

les8 than one year i8 given · in the table below. 

Table III. 7 Population born in town and residing le8s than 

Born in ' town 

Residing les8 
than one year 

Yearly gr owth , 

rate 

bne year. 

Towne with 
2-20,000 inh. 

57.0 

5.8 

6.9 

by size ot town: 

population 

Towns with 
more than 
20,OOO ' inh. 

46.8 

6.2 

6.5 

ae ~ of total 

Towns with 
Ilore than 
2,'000 inh. 

49.9 

6.0 

6~6 

Presuming there were no out-migration the annual growth rate 

would equal the percentage residing less than one year in town plus t~. , 

na t ural increase. For example, in the case of towns with more than 

2,000 inhabitants, 6.6% should equal 6.0% + 2.5% (assumed natural in­

crease) = 8.5%. The difference is explained by out-migration froll 
\ 

t owns - to other towns or to rural areas. Roughly, this means tha,t the 

out-mi gration rate is about 

1.4% from towns with 2-20,000 inhabitants, 

2.2% from towns with more than 20,000 inhabitants, and 

1.9% fro. towns with more than 2,000 inhabitants' (all 

towns) 

and when Addis Ababa (out-migration rate is iestimated to 1.0%)2 i8 

excluded 

3.5% from town8 with more than 20,000 inhabitants, and 

2.3% from towns with more than 2,000 inhabitants. 

2Population of Addis Ababa, Statistical Bulletin No.8, lEG eso, 
Addis Ababa, July 1972. 
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Bas ed on the results 

out-migration during 

Gstima. te urba,n in- and above,'one can roughly 

one year (19?Oh 

Table II I" 8 1n- and out-mig~a ti on __ to a~9 fro~tow B in l~J_Q . ) ., 
bX si z e of t own ( numb~r iO-:,\housands_ 

Rur 1 areaa number 
% 

To wns with 
2 ,000-20,000 inh . number 

% 

Urban areas 
(-excl .. Add i s Ababa nU\l1ber 

% 

Addis Ababa numb er 
% 

All t owns number 
% 

Gross 
in-migr aHon 

• D .. 

.. e", 

53 
508 

44 
7.0 

45 
50 6 

142 
6.0 

Out­
migration 

99 
004 

--3 
h. 

Q ' 

22 
3,,5 

8 
10 0 

43 
109 

-The ig res exclude thos e in-migrants who have died and 
have out-migrated within one year after in-migr ationo 

. at 
i.n-I!ligration 

" ..... 
".,,, 

40 
4.!} 

22 
305 

31 
4,,6 

99 
4o~ 

those who 

Thus, urban areas (more t han 20,000 inhabi t a nts) seem to have a 

higher degree of mobi l ity t han towns with less than 20,000 i nhabitants. 

This holds true espec i ally for out-mi gration. The interpreta tion is 

. here s omewhat uncertain, but one explanation might be tha t t here are 

mor e peopl e from bigger t owns than ·from smaller ones moving to Addis 

Ababa o The increas e i n the rate of out~migra tion with increasing 
I 

• ( I aggl omera tl on of people rural areas 0.4% 9 smaller towns 1~4% ~ and 

urban a reas 3.5%) .is probably explained by the fact tha t people in 

bigger towns are more int~insicaily migratory. As seen ,from Table 

I II. 7, in-migrants to urban areas constitutued a larger part of the 

urban 0pula tion than in-migrants to towns, 53% compared .to on y 43%0 
The low out-migration rate from Addi s Ababa shows that t he capital for 

many people i s the last stage of mig ratio no 
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IV. ' DEMOGRAPHY OF ETHIOPIAN ,TOWNS 

Table VII, VIII and IX are summarized in the table below. 

Table IV. 9 Demographi c characteristics by size of town 
I 

Sex-ratio (males 
per 100 femal es) 

Se*-ratio in age 1 
group 15-29 years 

Rercentage below 
15 years 

Percentage married 
2 women 

Percentage widowed 
2 

+ divorc ed women 

Literacy in %3 
\ 

Males 

Females 

Both /iiexes 

Towns with 
5-20,000 

i nhabitants 

86 

70 

31 

39 

9 

22 

Towns with 
more than 
20,000 in­
habitants 

92 

74 

40 

46 

26 

60 

23 

41 

.11 Age group 15-25 in t owns with 5-20 , 000 inhabitants 
1I 'As % of women 10 years and ab ove 
1I As , % of the populati on 10 years and above. 

Sex Ratio 

Towns with 
more than 
5,000 in­
habitants 

89 

73 

39 

44 

27 

54 

19 

35 

At the first round of the NSS there w~re in general more females 

than 'males in urban areas (Addis Ababa excluded) than in smaller towns. 

Of the 12 surveyed urban areas with mor e than 20,000 inhabitants , t here 

was only Jimma with more males than females at the 2nd round. 23 of the , 

62 towns w~ , th 5-20,000 inhabitants had &n excess of males over female8 at 
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the first r ound, but only 21 of the 109 towns with 2-5.000 inhabi. -

t a nts. 

The recorded sex-ratio of the country's total populati9n is 

102 .7 mal es per 100 females (possibly an over estimation due to ,und er­

r ecorded nu~ber of women) • . Sex-ratio at birth is about 105 males per 

100 females in Ethiopia, and with a slightly higher male than femal e 

.ortali ty, at least at younger ages, this means that the number of 

males and females should be approximately the same in a cloaed popula­

tion (clos ed to migration). Thus, an excess of females over males in 

towns i~ explained by a larger female than mal~ in-migration and/or a 

larger male than female out-migration from tOWDS. On the other hand, 

this excess o~ female in-migrants is probably a relatively early 

occurreno~, ~ ince the very low sex-ratio in urban areas of 80 males p~r 

100 females at the first round had increased to 90 males per 100 females 

at the second ~ound (in both cases Addis Ababa .is exqluded; the tr~nd iQ 

the capital was the reverse). This means that. during the per i od be­

ween the two surveys, male net in-migrants to urban areas have out­

numbered female net in-migrants. If this trend continues, it ia poas­

ible that the male urban popUlation will pass the te~ale one ' ~efore ' t~e ' 
.end of this decade o 

Provinces with the lowest sex-ratios in town~ with more than 

5,000 . inhabitants were Go j a Ill, 'Ti gre, Wallo (all about 70 males per 10q 

females), and Begemdir (76 m/lOO f). The fifth northern province. 

Eritrea, had 88m/100 f and all the rest had more than 90 ./100 f , 

' Illubabor was the only province with more males than females livi ng ~q 
towns. 

Since children are not that much migratory, sex-ratio of the 

popUlation below 15 years of age was rather close to ~OO (some of the 

very high sex-ra tios in this age group - for exampJe Jllubabor 128 and 

Gemu Gofa 122 - are probably explained by age mis-reporting, in this 

case over-estimation of ~geB by young girls). The low sex-ratios in 

~rban areas are due to the large number of lemalesin especially ~g. 
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group 15-29 years . Thus, excluding Addie Abab~ , t he nu~ber of ma les 

wa s only a bout two-thirds of the number of females i n t hat age group. 

th e differenc e i n number being more ac centuated in th e bigger towns. 

Towns .in Beg emdir , Gojam· and Wollo had more than twice as ma ny f emales 

as males recorded in age group 15-29 years . 

Age- Distribution 

The main di fference in age-distribution , compar ing towne with 

the country populat ion as a whole, ia the bulk of people in young 

working ages in towns. Only 39% were below 15 yeare of a ge i n towne 

with ~ore than 5,000 i nhabitants , whereas this part constitut ed 46% 

of the total country population. 

I n towns with more than 2,000 inhabitant~, 

1,5.0% were recorded 0-4 years 

24.0% were recorded 5'11:14 years, 

1'1.6% were record ed 15-24 years, 

39.4% were recorded 25- 59 years, and 

4.0% were recorded 60 years and ab ove . 

'Age-distribution by sex is not available for all towns and has t h ere­

fore to oe excluded. 

In some of the bigger towns in Ethiopia the age-distribut i on . 

was as follows (-summary of Table X): 

Table IV. 10 Recorded age-dis tribution bI sex in 8 urban ar ea s 1 

Age Ma les Females Both Surveyed r ura l ar eas, 
group sexes both sexes , recorded 

figu res 

0-4 16 . 5 14.8 15.6 --'18.0 
5-14 24.8 24 .0 24 .4 26 .8 

15-29 25.2 31g3 29.4 23 .2 
29-59 30. 0 26.5 27 ~ 2 27.5 
60- 3.5 3.4 3.4 4. 5 
To tal 100.0 100.0 100. 0 1.00.0 

1Addis Ababa , As ma ra, Dessie, Harar , Jimma, Gondar 
Debra Zeit and Bahar Dar. 
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The difference in age~distribution comparing Addis Ababa and 

the seven other towns is negligible. Although Addis Ababa weighs 

heavily in the table above, the distribution therefore also reflec ts 

the situation in the seven smaller towns. 

The low sex-ratio in age group 15-29 years, discuss ed above. i s 

reflected in the fact that almost one-third of the women were found ' i n 

that group. Women in reproductive ages also constituted a big por t i on 

of the urban population, recorded 27.6% compared to only 23. 6% in rural 

areas (53.?% of all women were 15-49 years compared to only 48.2% i n 

rural areas). 

There was no marked difference in urban age-distribut ion com­

paring the ~arious prOVinces, except t~at there ~ere comparatively more 

women aged 15-29 years in the northern parts than in the south. 

Marital Status 

Only marital status , of women will be discussed here. 

Table IV, 11 Marital status of women aged 10 years and a bove, by 

size of town and in rural areas (in %) 

Single Married Widowed Di vorced 

Towns with 5-20,000 
inhabitants 30.9 37.8 8.7 
Towns with more than 

22.6 

20,000 inhabitants 28.6 45.8 7.5 18.1 
Towns with ' more than 
5.000 inhabitants 29.3 43.5' 7.8 19.4 
Rural areas 17.8 67.6 8.1 6.4 

Compared with rural areas " 
i t 

' , a relat1ve1y small portion of the 
women n owns were married part" l' , 1CU arly 
explained by at least two " , , ~1rcu.stance8: 

in small towns. This is 

the one is the hi gh portion single women in towns pr b bl 
, 0 a y due to a 

school enrollment there with th comparatively high female 
, e effect of a postponement of marriag~ 

.. 18 .. 

s 



to older age. The other reason is the high, and sometimes very high, 

proportion of divorced women in towns, especially in the smaller ones. 

The percentage widows was about the s_me in urban and in rural areas. 

Towns with a high proportion of divorced women also had few married 

women. So, for example, 26-33% of the women above 10 years of age in 

the four ,northern provinces (not Eritrea) were divorced, but less than 

40% were married. On the other hand, provinces where the towns had re­

latively high proportions of married women and small proportions of 

divorced women were Arussi, Wollega, Illubabor and Hararge. In the 

three provinces Begemdir, Tigre and Wollo more than one-third of the 

women above 10 years of age in smaller towns were divorced and around 

one-third married. 

Literacy 

LiteracY' i8 very high in towns compared to rural areas, as shown 

in the table below. 

Table IV, 12 Literacy by sex and rura l-urban in 1965/66 (in %>. 
Population 19 years and above only 

Males Females Both sexes 

Towns with 5-20,000 inh. 39.4 8~9 22.1 

Towns with more than 
20,000 inhabitants 60.4 23.5 40.8 

Towns with more than 
5,000 inhabitants 54.4 19.3 35.3 

Rural areas 7.9 0.3 4.1 

There is also a tendency of higher literacy in bigger towns. 

This is especially true for female literacy, which was almost zero in 

rural areas, 9% in the smaller towns, ' more than 23% in the bigger towns, 

and 26% in Addis Ababa. 

The highest literacy rates were found , in towns in Eritrea, Shoa 

(due to the high literacy in Addis Ababa), Wollega (probably because 
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of the missio~ary activities there), Illubabor (on+y two towns; the 

sex-ratio was also very qigh in these towns, whi~h may explain the ' 

high Ii teracy in this province), Hararge, Begemdir and Shoa . (when 

Addis Ababa is excluded). Comparing single towns, the highest ra t es 

were found in Asmara, Addis ·Ababa, Harar, Gondar and Debra Zeit, i n 

that order. 

Language and Religion ' 

The language distribution was as follows % 

Table IV. 13 Distribution of Language usuallY BOEken at home 

(in %) 

Towns with 
less than 
20,000 inh. 

Towns with 
more than 
20,000 inh. 
(excl. AA) 

Addis Ababa 

All towns 
with more 
than 
20,~00 inh. 

All towns 
(excl~ AA) 

All towns 

Amharic 

44.0 

34.8 

77.6 

60.5 

40.2 

53.6 

Galigna 

6.4 

10.6 

Gura":' 
gigna 

3.8 

5.0 

Tigr~­
gna 

44.2 

20.7 

pther 
Eth. 
lang. 

8.8 

5.6 

9.0 

6.6 

Forei gn 
. Language 

0.5 

. 2.0 

2.6 

Of 11 surveyed towns with more .than ~O.OOO 

was a majority language (more than 75% speak the 
inhabitants, Amharic 

language regulari,) 

Markos and Bahr D~r) in 5 towns (Addis Ababa Dessie G d 0 , ,on ar, ebre 
and Tigrigna in 2 towns (Asmara and Mekele)~ 
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In towns with less than 20,000 inhabitants, Amharic was spoken 

by more than 50% of the population in the provinces of Arussi, Begemdir, 

Gojam , Shoa and Wollo , where~s Ga1igna was spoken 'by more than 50% in 

Woll ega and Tigrigna by more than 50% in towns in Eritrea and Tigre. 

According to crooper and Horvath3 the average mother tongue 

divers ity of IBB Ethiopian towns was 0.40, which means that if two 

persons ar~ selected at random in an average town, the probability of 

their speaking different languages is 40%. 

It has to be observed that if "mother tongue" had been asked' 

ins tead of "language usually spoken in. the home", the percentage claim­

ing Amharic would have been smaller, since many non-Amharic speaking 

in-migrants · to towns later adopt Amharic. So is, for instance, the 

tendency to adopt Amharic more common among th~ Gallas than among other 

groups, which is reflected in the comparativel~ high percentage Amharic­

speaking population in towns of Arussi province. 

The religion distribution 'was as followa: 

Table IV. 14 Distribution of religion (in % ) 

Ethiopian Hoslem Other or 
Orthodox not stated 

Towns with less 
than 20,000 ioh. Bo.B 1B.2 1.0 

Towns with more 
than 20,000 inh. 72.9 21.6 5.5 

(exc1. AA) 

Addis Ababa B5.7 10.7: 3.6 

All towns wi th ' 
more ,than ' Bo.6 15.0 4.4 
20,000 inh. 

All towns (exel.AA) 77.5 19.6 2.9 

All towns BO.7 16.2 3.1 

3 Cooper and J. Horvath: Language Surve:t of EthioEia, R.L. 
Draft 7/7/71, 

: 
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There were only four urban areas with more than 35% Moslems, 

namely Dire Dawa, Dessie, Harar and Jimma. The highest perc entage 

Ethiopian Orthodox was found ,in Debre Zeit, Debre .Markos, Bahr Da r 

and Addis Ababa, in that order.-

In towns with less than 20,000 inhaQitants, the highes t per­

centage Moslems was found in Hararge and Eritrea, although out- number ed 

by Christians. The recorded percentage Ethiopian Orthodox was espe­

cially high in Arussi, Begemdir, Gemu Gota, Sidamo, Tigre and Wollega . 

A comparison between religion and language made by Cooper and 

Horvath for 189 towns showed that (see Table XI) the highes t percentage 

Ethiopian Orthodox was found among the Amharic-, Wolamigna- a nd Dorzi gna­

speaking peoples. Almost 44% of those belonging to minori ty-la nguage 

groups (here defined ' as other languages than Amharic, Galigna, Tigrigna , 

Guragigna, Arabic, Wolamigna and Dorzigna) .er~ Moslems. To t his reli~ ion 
, '. 

belonged also more than one-fourth of the Galigna-speaking and a lmos t 

one-third of the Guragigna-speaking town dwellers. 

V DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RURAL-URBAN MIGRANTS 

Information on demographic characteristics of in-migrants to 

towns is very limited, with the exception of in-migrants to Addi~ Ababa 

(see Population of Addis Ababa)o Wherever in this chapter it is re­

fered to "189 towns" the figures are taken from preliminary tabulations 

made by Cooper and Horvath. The figures are, however, originally 

derived from the first round of the CSO urban survey and all tables 

are available at CSO. These 189 towns are more or less the same as 

the surveyed ones listed in Table I~ 

Sex-Ratio and Age-Distribution 

Even it thetemale population of the 50 towns surveyed a t both 

rounds (with two exceptions all with ' more than 5,000 inhabitants ) out­

numbered ,the male one by almost 6% at the time of the second, ro~nd, male 

net in-migration has been comparatively large between the two sur ,veys. 
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Due to net in-migration (population growth minus natural increase) 

t he male population increased by 4.8%, whereas the female population 

i ncreased by only 3.7% yearly. This means that the sex-ratio of net 

i n-migrants to these 50 towns was about 125 between the surveys, i.e. 

the male net in-migrants outnumbered the female ones ,by 25%, corres­

ponding to about 7,000 mor~ males than females moving to towns from ' 

rural areas in 1970. 

Of these, 50 towns ,there has been a 

net in-migration of males to 44 towns, 

" females to 32 towns, 

net ' out-migratton of males from 6 towns, and 

" females from 18 towns 

Differences in migration by sex are espe~ially striking in 

Dembidollo, Azezo, A~ella, Adigrat, Ambo, Gimbi and Yirgalem, where 

males have greatly outnumered temales as net in-migrants. Only in 4 

of the 50 towns, Addis Ababa, Kobo, Dejen and Fitsche, has there been 

more female than male net in~migrants in the late 1960's. 

It goes without saying that the whole reasoning above is based 

on the presumption that both the urban surveys have given correct male 

and female population figures. Accepting this presumption would mean 

t hat the sex-ratio of net in-migrants to towns has gradually increased 

during the 1960's~ ~his hypothesis is based on t~o fac~s: firstly, 

ther ,e are more females than males liVing in towns, i. e. there was more 

female than male net in-migrants to town~ before the first round urban 

surve~; secondly, an examination of the 12 urban areas with more than 

20,000 inhabitants reveals that almost 50% more females than males had 

resided less than ~ne y~ar in 10 ot these at the first round survey 

(exceptions are Addis Ababa and Nazreth). and there were 48% more 

females than males who had resided 1-5 years in these 10 urban areas. 

(18% when Addis Ababa and Nazreth are inc1uded)~ 
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The excess of feaales ·'over males who had resided less than 

one year before the surv~y was especially large in Asmara, Pessie, 

Mekele, Pebre Zeit and Debre Markos. The three towns Asmara, Gondar 

and Mekele showed many more females than aales who had resided 1-5 

years in respective town. 

The variations in sex-ratio in towns by province, which is 
) 

discussed under "Demography of Ethiopian Towns" above, also indicate 

the different patterns of net in-migration by sex comparing the pro­

vinces. Thus, the low sex-ratios in Gojam, Tigre, Wollo and Begemdi r 

should be interpreted as a much higher temale than male net migrat10n 

to towns .in these prOVinces, at least during the 1950's and beginning 

of the 1960's •. 

From the Addis · Ababa popula tion survey inl 1967 it was found t hat 

the sex-ratio ot in-migrants increased with increasing distarice ot. mig­

ration. The same was found by Cooper ·and Horvaith for the 189 towns : . 

distance was a greater deterrent to migration for women than for men . 

Population born in town by sex and age group is discussed 

below. 

Table V. 15 Population born in respective town. by sex 
and age group 

i 

Excess of females 
Hal e s F • • a .1 e s over males 

Age Number As % of Number As % of Number As % of 
Grou,p (M) male (F) tem. pop. (F-H) male pop. 

pop. (F-M)/M . 

o-lt 139,460 12.3 154,520 12.8 15,060 10.8 
5-14 164,140 14.5 "183,500 15.2 19,360 11.8 

15-24 64,660 5.7 · 89,330 7.!t 24,670 38.2 
25-59 .114,700 10.2 231,780 19.2 117,080 102.1 
60- 10,010 0.9 14,490 1.2 4,480· 44.8 

Tota+ 
born in 492 ,970 43.6 673,620 55.8 180,650 36.6 . town 
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There were almost 37% more females than males born in the same 

t own where they lived at the survey (1st round). Except for age group 

60 years and above the excess of females over males born in the saMe 

town is increasing with increasing age. This means that more females 

than males have stayed in the same town where they were born, indicat­

ing a higher mobility among males than females, more accentuated at 

higher ages. However, since the female rural~urban migration has so 

f ar been larger than the male one, the difference in male and female 

mobi lity is mainly due to more .en than women moving between towns. 

The two last columns in Table V. 16 give the age-distribution of 

the . population who ever in-migrated to respective town, and not the 

age-distribution of in-migrants at the time of migration. 

Tabl e V. 16 

Age 
Groqp 

0-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-59 

60-

Age-distribution of total town population, of 

population born in the same town where they 

were living during the survey. and of in-mig­

rants to respective town (in %) 

Total town Born in the In-migrants to 
population same town resp. town 

15.0 25.2 4.8 

24.0 29.8 18.2 

17.6 13.2 22.0 

39.4 29.7 49.1 

4.0 2.1 5.9 

More than 200,000 of the town population aged 5-14 years were 

in-migrants from rural a~eas or from other towns, and about 830,000 

(mor e than one-third of the total town population) of the economically 

acti ve population (15-59 years) had onoe in~.igrated to the respective 

town. 
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There is , no information available on the age-distribution of 

actual in-migrants (except for Addis Ababa and Asmara). However, i t 

t on aver age, younger than both the rural is known that in-migran s are, 

" d th t age group 15-29 years ," both males and and urban populat1on an a 

females, constitutes the bulk of the mobile population. 

Marital Status 

At the 1st round .of the urban survey there were 189, 000 divorced 

women and 39,000 divorced men in all towns. Even if divorc ed men re­

marry more easily tha~ divorced women, and even if some divorc ed men 

may have out-migrated to rural areas, the ,difference indicates that a 

large number ' of female migrants , to towns are divorced, poss ibly as many 

as 25% of all female in-migrants above 15 years of age. Divorced women 

are usually forced bt social pressure to settle at a new place , Conse-

quently, di vor-cement is a common reason for fem'ale rural-urban and urban­
urban migration. 

Comparing towns by province with respect to divorced wom en in exc ess 

over divorced men as percent of female in-migrants to towns , one finds 

the highest percentages in the five northern provinces . Thus, the di f fe­

rence between number of divorced women and number of divorc ed men in t owns 

constituted as much, as 59% of all female in-migrants to , towns in Begemdir, 

53% in Tigr,e, 45% in GojaJil and Wollo. 32% in Eritrea, 22-27% in Gemu Gofa, 

Illubabor and Kefa, and 16-18% in Shoa, Woll ega , Arussi, Hararge and 

Sidamo (information for Bale is not available). 

The comparatively high perce~tage Single men and women in towns 

indic~tes not only that urban dwellers marr~ at a higher age than the 

rural ones, but also that a large proportion of the migrants are single. 

It ,is possible that whole families constitute a .ery small portion of all 
migrants. ' 

Polyandry (the form of polygamy where one wife is marr~ ed to 
several husbands)'" does not exist in Eth" '" 

lopla, and in the case there are 
more married males than females in a t "t ' ' be 

own 1 can therefore only 

- 26 -

sO 



explained by in-migration otaarried men, who did not bring their 

wives wi th them, ' ~r out-migration of married women leaving their 

husbands in town. This i8 the case in some small towns in Kefa and 

Sidamo. Analysing individual towns, one finds slightly more married 

males than females in Gondar, Dilla and Sodo. In Addis }baba there 

wer e about 1,000 more married males in 1967. The most striking example 

is however Assab, where there were 55~ more married males than females, 

explained by in-migration of married males to work in the refinery. 

Literacy 

I n ,the 189 towns, 24~ of the popUlation above 10 years of age 

and born in respective t~wn were literate. In view of the fact that 

about 34~ of the total town population (more than 2,000 inhabitants) 

above tha t age were literate, one can calculate literacy among those 

who ever lin-mi,grated, which was about 39~. Thus, in-migrants to towns 

contribute heavily to the comparatively high ur'ban literacy, with the 

consequ ence of a stagnant or slowly increasing literacy rate in rural 

areas . Wi th a continuously increasing literacy rate in the country, 

it is possible that now more than half of the rural-urban and urban­

urban mi grants are literate. One can assume, even if no factual in­

for~a tion exists, that the proportion literate migrants increases with 

increasing distance of migrat~on, since migration to more distant towns 

require more fina~cial resources and information about employment oppor­

tuni ti es, which literates are more likely to have. This assumption also 
, 

correlates with the tact that the distance of migration is 'a greater 

obs tacle for women than for men, as' discussed above, and that Ii teracy 

is much higher among males than females. 

Danguage and Religion 

An analysis of language groups by length of residence (Table 

XVII ) in the 189 towns shows that the Dor,signa- and Guragigna-speaking 

peoples are the most recent in-_igrants to towns. 64% of the former 

a nd 52~ of the latter group living in towns had re~ided there les8 than 
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10 years. Next the Tigrigna-speaking people with 46% res iding less 

t han 10 years in towns. By far the oldest town-dwdlers a re the 

Arabs and the Wollamos. These two groups are also the earliest in­

migrants to towns. V~ry few of the Dorzes and the Wollamos were born 

in the town where they lived at the first round urban survey, only 

21% and 22% respectively - figures which should be compared with t hos e 

speaking "other Ethiopian language," 51%, and with the Amharic- and 

Galligna-speaking peoples, 45% and 47% respectively born i n town. 

In the 189 towns, 49.8% of the Ethiopian Orthodox Chris t ians and 

47.8% of the Moslems were born in the respective town (See Table V. 17). 

Taolle V. 17 Length of residence of Ethiopian Orthodox 

Christians and Moslems in 189 towns. 

Length of residence Ethiopian Orthodox (years) Christians 

0-4 23.5 
5-9 10.2 

10-14 6.2 
15-19 2.6 
20-24 

2.6 
25-

5.1 

Born in town 
49.8 

Moslems 

18.9 

9. 0 

4. 3 

4. 6 

2.1 

13. 3 

47 .8 

The Moslems have in general stayed longer in town, wher eas , on 
the other hand, a larger proportl' on f 

o t h e Moslems than of the Chris -
tians have in-migrated to towns. 
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VI HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

Table XIV, XV and XVI are summarized in the table below . 

Table V.1[ . 18 Housing characteristi cs by size of town 

Towns with Towns with All 
5,,20.000 more than towns inh. 20,000 inh. 

Average size of household 3 . 5 3.8 3 . 7 

Hous eholds with one or two 
memb ers as % of all house-
holds 41 41 41 

Percentage rented houses 54 62 60 

Households using piped 
wa ter (%) 22 82 65 

Hous eholds us"ing flush or 
pi t toil et (%) 31 65 55 

Size of Households 

The bigger towns had a slightly larger household size tha n the 

sma ller ones - 3.8 compar ed to 3.5 persons per household. De s pite the 

fact that housing is a small~r problem i n r ur al ar ea s, the ho use hold 

size i s much higher there than in towns . This i s pa rtly explained by 

the fa ct that migrants, who often come alone to towns , and who do not 

bui ld up big families the first years, const i tute a large part of the 

urban population. As ma ny as 41% of all househol ds in towns had less 

t han t hr ee members , whereas such small ' households are comparatively 

rar e in rural areas. 

I n fast growing urban areas houses ar e not consturc t ed at the 

sam e r ate a a population is growing. Thi s means that the more people 

who i n-migrate to t owns the more crowded t hey l i ve a nd t he graver 

becomes the housing probl em. Fas t growing towns like Add i s Ababa a nd 

As mara had most persons per household. whi le t he old and slowly growing 
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towns, Harar and Gondar, had a relatively low density per household o 

House Ownership 

For obvious reasons, the same correlation also holds true wh en 

house ownership is compared with urban growth: the more people that 

in-migrate, the more houses are rented. So, for example, in the fast 

growi ng Asmara and Nazreth, about 60% of the households rented t he 

houses in which they lived. In general, in the bigger towns, which 

have been growing faster than the smaller ones, the percentage r en ted 

houses was higher than in towns with 5-20,000 inhabitants - 62% (64% 

when Addis Ababa is excluded) compared to 54% only. 

Type of Construction 

There was a larger portion stone houses in the bigger to wns on 

the expense of fewer traditional (chicka) houses with thatched r oofo 

About two-thirds of the houses were made of chicka with corrugat ed iron 

roof - however, with the following exceptions: towns in ~ E r i trea and 

Tigre provinces and Asmara~ Dire Dawa, Mekele and Harar towns, where 

one finds r elatively few chicka houses due to the comparatively high 

percentage stone houses o Addis Ababa had a higher percentage (88%) 
chicka houses with corr ugated iron roof than any other b~g t own in t he 
country. 

Water Supply and Toilet Facilities 

Availability of water and of reasonable toilet facilit ies in 

towns is probably one of the most relevant measures in analys ing the 
situation tor the urban dwellers. 

Onl y t wo-thirds of all households in towns with more than 5 , 000 

inhabitan ts ut ilized piped water (le~s than half when Addis Ababa is 

excluded) . In smaller towns (5-20,000 inhabitants) only 22% had a ccess 
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to piped water, and 60% got ' their water from streams. ThuB, the 

water si tuation waQ in general better in the bigger towns. Of those, 

only Debre Markos seemed to have no communal piped water system at 

the time of the survey. 41moBt 100% of the households in pire Dawa 

got piped water, while in the neighbouring town, Harar, only one­

fourt h uti lized piped water, and almost two-thirds got their water 

from streams. 

Avai lability of piped water is of course also reflected in the 

exist ence of flush toilets. Such were. mostly found in Asmara (15% of 

the households), Addis Ababa (8%) and in Dire Dawa (5%>, whereas less 

than 3% of the households in the rest of the big towns had flush toilet. 

With the exception of Eritrea, towns with 5-20,000 inhabitants had in 

general no flush toi~ets at all. 

35% in big towns (49% when Addis Ababa i~ excluded) and 45% in 

smaller t owns had no toilet facilities at all, which means that the 

probl emati c toilet situation is, on average, more severe in the bigger 

towns t han i n the smaller ones, when Addis Ababa is excluded from the 

form er ca tegory. The situation seems to be s4eciallY severe in Baha~ 

Dar, Deb r e Markos, Nazreth, Dessie and Gondar, where more than 50%. 
did not have any kind of toilet facility. On the other hand, the 

situat ion was more favourable in Dire Dawa and Addis Ababa, where 

"only" 22% and 25% respectively did not have ariy kind of ~~ilet fac~li~l' 

4In the case of Asmara, although only 46% have stated availability 
of t oilet facilities, of the remaining 54% who do not have private 
toi le t facilities many make use of publio toilet houses which are 
available in Asmara. 

- 31 -



-TABLE I. LIST OF ETHIOPIAN TOWNS WITH MORE 

THAN 2,000 INHABITANTS IN 1970 

POPULATION SOURCE OF · 
PROVINCE TOWN 1970 INFORMATION 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

ARUSSI 
( 10 TOWNS) ASELLA 8,270 8,420 16,690 NSS 1&2 

HURUTA 3,300 2,700 6,000 ·MI-56 
TINSAE BERHAN 2,730 2,670 5,400 NSS1 
ROBI 1,910 2,160 4,070 NSS1 
KOFELE 2,080 1,920 4,000 NSS1 
SIRE 1,750 2,040 3,790 NSS1 
GUBESSA 1,100 1,400 2,500 MI-62 
TICHO 1,170 1,300 2,470 NSS2 
BOKOJI 970 1,230 2,200 NSSl 
DEnA 1,050 1,090 2,140 NSS~. 

TOTAL 24,330 24,930 49,260 

BALE 
(5 TOWNS) GOB A' 6,010 5,770 11,780 NSS2 

QINIR 2,040 2,260 4,300 NSS2 
OODOLA 1,590 1,650 3,240 NSS2 
ADABA 1,410 1,580 2,990 NSS2 
ROBI 990 1,160 2,150 NSS2 
TOTAL 12,040 12,420 24,460 

BEGHEMDER 
(11 TOWNS) GONDAR 15,880 18,750 3" , 630 NSS 1&2 

AZEZO 4,040 5,170 9,210 NSS1&2 
DEBRETABOR 3,430 4,750 8,180 NSS1 DEBARK 2,140 3,050 5, '190 NSSl ADDIS ZEMEN 2,260 2,930 5,190 NSS l DABAT 2,170 2,890 5,060 NSSl KOLADIB! 1,950 2,770 4,720 NSS1 WERETA 1,600 2,220 3,820 NSSl SETIT 2,100 1,500 3,600 Ml- 62 I STIE 980 1,640 2,620 NSS l NEFAS HEWeH! 840 1,400 2,240 NSSl 

TOTAL 37,390 :t7,070 84,460 



POPULATION SOURCE OF 

PROVINCE TOWN 1970 INFORMATION 
MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

ERITREA 
( 22 TOWNS ) ASHARA 100,980 117,380 218,360 NSS1 

KEREN 15,000 15,000 30,000 HSlU 

AGORDAT 12,000 12,000 24,000 HSlU 

MASSAWA 9,790 8,700 18,490 NSS1 

ASEB 8,560 6 , 340 14,900 NSS1 

ADIUGRI 5,700 6 , 220 11,920 NSS1 

DEKEMHARE 5,150 4, 590 9,740 NSS1 

ADI KWALA 3,700 3, 490 7,190 NSS1 

EMBA DERHO 2,480 2,580 5,060 NSS1 

TESSENEI 2,500 2, QOO 5,000 HSIU 

ADIKEYEH 2,370 2,500 4,870 NSS1 

GINDA 2,200 2,490 4, 690 NSS1 

TI{ElIAZ EGA 1,930 1,930 3,860 NSS1 

QUAZEN 1,880 1,900 3,780 NSS1 

lIIMBIRTI 1,700 1,900 3,600 NSS1 

HIHGIGO. 1,670 1,670 3,340 NSS1 

TSEADA KRISTIAN 1,660 1,550 3,210 NSS1 

SENAFE 1,470 1,700 3,170 NSS1 

BAHENTU 1,500 1 , 500 3,000 HSIU 

NEFASIT 1,500 1,500 3 , 000 HSIU 

DEKESHAY 1,460 1 , 390 2,850 NSS1 

DEBARWA 1,170 1, 280 2 ,450 NSS1 

TOTAL 186,370 200,110 386 ,480 

GEMU GOFFA 
(7 TOWNS) BAKE 3,600 4,500 ~,100 M1-56 

ARBA MINCH 3,860 2,810 6, 670 NSS1 &2 

GlDOLE 2,470 2,920 5, 390 NSS1 

GHENCHA 1,640 2, 050 3, 690 NSS1 

JINKA 1,920 1, 670 3,590 NSS2 

FELEGE NEWAY 1,460 1, 460 2,920 NSS1 

BULKI 970 1, 130 2,100 NSS2 

TOTAL 15 , 920 16,540 32,460 
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POPULATION SOURCE OF 
PROVINCE TOWN 1970 INFORMATION 

MALE FEMALE TOTAL 

GOJAM 
(11 TOWNS) DEBRE MARKOS 12,160 14,160 26,320 NSS 1&2 

BAHR DAR 9,010 11,470 20,480 NSS1&2 
BURE 2,480 3,460 5,940 NSS1&2 
FINOTESELAM 2,300 2,890 5,190 NSS1&2 
BANG LA 2,020 2,660 4,680 NSS1 
DEJEN 1,630 2,090 3,720 NSS 1&2 
ELIAS 1,500 2,000 3,500 M1-62 
DEMBECHA 1,330 1,780 3,110 NSS 1&2 
MOTTA 1,330 1,700 3,030 MI-62 
ADET 1,200 1,670 2,870 MI-62 
MERTO LEHARUH 1,630 1,090 2,720 MI-56 

TOTAL 36,590 4~,970 81,560 

HARARGHE 
(15 'f OWNS) DlREDAWA 29,020 30,400 59,420 NSS1&2 

HAHAR 22,040 22, 540 44,580 NSS1&2 
ASEBETF,fERI 4, 460 4,840 9,300 NSS1&2 
GI GIGA 3,400 4,100 7, ~00 MI-56 
FUGNAN BlBA 2,780 2,860 5,640 NSS 1 
ALEM MAYA 2,570 2,310 4,880 NSS1 
HI RNA 2,190 2,320 4,510. " SSl 
DEDEH 2,050 2,150 4,200 NSS1 
GELEMSO 1,950 2,110 4,060 NSS1 
BEDESA 1,930 1,940 3,870 NSS1 
GOTA 1,970 1;870 3,840 NSS1 
MELKARAFU 1,850 1,670 3,520 NSS1 
DODELA 1,500 1,700 3,200 HI-56 
BEDENO 1,360 1,360 2,720 NSS1 
GIRAWA 1,330 1,.370 2,700 NSS1 
TOTAL 80,400 83,540 163,940 NSS1 

I LLUBABOR 
(6 TOWNS) ' GORE 4,270 4,030 8,300 ':"SS l &2 

METU 2,780 2, 600 5,380 NSS1&2 
TOBBA 1,320 1,270 2,590 NSSl 
BUNO BEDELE 1,260 . 1,270 2,530 NSS1 . 
DEBELE 1,200 l,nDo 2,500 HI-62 
GAMBELA 1,050 1,000 2,050 NSSrf 
TOTAL 11,880 11,470 23,350 
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POPULATION SOURCE OF 

PROVINCE TOWN 1970 INFORMATION 
HALE FEMALE TOTAL 

KEFA 
(6 TOWNS) JIMMA ~,770 19,020 39,790 NSS1&2 

AGARO 6,420 5,170 11 ,590 NSS1&2 

BONGA 2,660 2,790 5 ,450 NSS1&2 

MIZAN TEFERI 1,760 1,900 3,660 NSS1 

SINTU (LIMU GENET) 1,420 1, 690 3,110 NSS1 

WAKA 1,330 1, 450 2,780 NSS1 

TOTAL 34,360 32,020 66,380 

SHOA 
( 36 TOWNS) ADDIS ABABA 392,800 403,100 795,900 NSS1&2 

NAZRET 18,390 19,2:30 37,620 NSS1&2 

DEBREZEIT 12,740 14 , 140 26,880 NSS1&2 

AKAKI 8,130 8,430 16,560 NSS1&2 

DEBRE BElmAN 6,290 7,860 14,150 NSS1&2 

SHASHEMENE 5,480 5, 410 10,890 NSS1&2 

GHION (WOLISO) 5,380 5 , 500 10,880 NSS1&2 

FITCHE 4,570 5,020 9,590 NSS1&2 

HAG ERE HIWOT (AMBO) 4,580 4,920 9,500 NSS1&2 

HOSANA 3,920 3,960 7,880 NSS2 

GENET (HOLETA) 2,980 3,570 -6,550 NSS1&2 

BUTAJIRA 3,230 2, 700 5,930 NSS1&2 

ADDIS ALEM 2,440 2 , 670 5", 110 NSS1 

MOJO 2,430 2, 510 4 ,940 NSS1 

ALABA KULTO 2,270 2 , 280 4 , 550 NSS1 

WELENCHITI 2,120 2, 380 4,500 NSS1 

ROB I 2,420 1,950 4,370 NSS! 

NEGELE 2,110 2,140 4,250 NSS1 

DEB RES INA 1,850 2,370 4,220 NSS1 

BAKO 2,180 1,950 4 ,130 NSS1 

WELKITE 1,890 " 1 ,980 3, 870 NSS1 

GEDO 1,790 1, 960 3 ,750 NSS! 

GHINCHI 1,670 2,060 3, 730 NSS1 

SEBETA 1,780 1, 920 3,700 NSS1 

MEKI 1,780 1,820 3 , 600 NSS1 

GEBRE GURACHA 1,420 1, 930 3,350 NSS1 

GUDER 1,410 1, 800 3,210 NSSl 

GEFERSA 1,420 1,720 3,140 NSSi 

KARAKORE 1,360 1 ,710 3,070 NSS1 

ALEMGENA 1,350 1, 710 3,060 MI-62 

WELENCOMI 1,250 1,550 2,800 NSSl 

ENWARE 1,200 1,470 2 ,670 NSS~ 

TULU BULO "1,220 1 , 350 2, 570 NSS1 
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POPULATION SOURCE OF 

PROVINCE TOWN 1970 INFORMATION 
MALE FF11ALE TOTAL 

SHOA 
(36 TOWNS) SHEBOKA 1,150 1,340 2,490 NBS1 

SHENO 1,030 1,230 2,260 NSS1 
ANKOBER 1,000 1,000 2,000 • 
TOTAL 509,030 528, 640 1,037,670 

SIDAMO 
( 18 TOWNS) YIRGALEM 7,340 5,7'10 13,110 NSS1&2 

DILLA 6,870 6 , 030 12,900 NSS1&2 
SODO 5,880 5,530 11,410 NSS1&2 
AWASA 6,010 4,730 10 , 740 NSS1&2 
NEGELE 4,050 4 ,120 8,170 NSSa 
KIBREMENGIST 3,920 3,720 7,640 NSS1&2 
ALETA WONDO 3,890 3,530 7,420 NSS1&2 
WONDO 2,560 2,490 5,050 NSS1 
YIRGA CHEFE 2,470 2,380 4 , 850 NSS1 
LEKU 2,420 2,210 4,630 NSS1 
AGERE MARIAM 2,110 2,300 4,410 NSS1 
AGERE SELAH 2,250 2,000 4,250 NSS1 
MOYALE 1,940 2,230 4,170 NSS, 
YABELQ 1,860 1,730 3,590 NSS1 
WENAGO 1,480 1,440 2,920 NSS1 
000 SHAKISO 1,380 1,300 2,680 NSS1 
HIDILOLA 1,100 1,220 2,320 NSS1 
BULE 1,070 980 2,050 NSS1 
TOTAL '58,600 53,710 112,310 

TIGRE 
(18 TOWNS) MEKELE 12 ,040 15,060 27 ,100 NSS1&2 

ADWA 6,950 8,280 15,230 NSS1&2 
AXUM 5 t 700 7,170 12,870 NSSl&2 
ENDA SELASSIE 4,460 4,810 9,270 NSS1&2 
ADIGRAT 3,870 , 4,940 8,810 NSS1&2 
MYCHEW 3,480 4 , 430 7,910 NSS1&2 
WUKRO 2, 700 3,450 6,150 NSS1&2 
ABI ADI 2,400 3,600 6 ,000 HI-62 
ADI ABBO 3,000 3,000 6,000 HI-62 
SELEKLAKA 1,720 2,010 3,730 HI-62 
INDA BAG UNA 1,200 1 , 600 2,800 HI-62 
HAUZEN 740 2,040 2,780 .!~62 
ADI SHENO 1,100 1,600 2,700 HI-62 
CHERCHER 1,540 1,120 2,660 HI-62 
QUIHA 1,060 1 ,540 2,600 NSS 1 
AD SHAHO 1,000 1,570 2, 570 NSS1 
INTICHO 980 1,220 2, 200 NSS1 
KORDETE 860 1,290 2 . 150 NSS1 
TOTAL 54,800 68,730 123,530 
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PROVINCE 

WOLLEGA 
(9 TOWNS) 

WOLLO 
(11 TOIiNS) 

TOWN. 

LEKEMT 
GHIMBI 
DEMBI DOLO 
SHAMBU 
NEDJO 

ARJO 
MENDI 
ENAGO 
SIRE 

TOTAL 

DESSIE 
SEKOTA 
WOLDYA 
KOBO 
BATI 
KOREM 
ALAMATA 
KOMBOLCHA 
WEREILU 
HAYIK 
WOUCHALE 

TOTAL 

COUNTRY(185' TOWNS) GRAND TOTAL 

MALE 

7, 750 
3, 790 
3,560 
2 , 070 
1,670 
1,330 
1,330 
1,140 

810 

23, 450 

20,420 
4,200 
3,730 
3,290 
3,190 
2,290 
2,250 
2,100 
1, 4.30 
1,400 
1,190 

POPULATION 
1970 

FEMALE 

7, 720 
3 , 500 
3,400 
2, 360 
2, 020 
1, 640 
1,430 
1, 440 
1,240 

24, 750 

24, 390 
6,100 
5, 430 
4, 150 
4,190 
3,240 
2,890 
2,600 
1,860 
1,800 
1 , 660 

TOTAL 

15,470 
7,290 
6, 960 
4 ,430 
3,690 
2,970 
2,760 
2, 580 
2,050 

48,200 

44,810 
10 ,300 

9 , 160 
7,440 
7,380 
5,530 
5,140 
4 , 700 
3,290 
3,200 
2,850 

45 , 490 58 ,310 103, 800 

1,130, 650 1 , 207, 210 2. '37 ,860 

NSS1-Town Surveyed in the National Sample Survey , 1st Round 
NSS2- " .. "" .. " " 2nd Round 
NSS1&2 " " "" " " " 1st and 2nd Round 
MI-56-Population fi gure based .on Ministry of Interior estimate of 19~6 
MI-62_" "" " " It" 1962 

SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION 

NSS1&2 
NSS1&2 
NSS1&2 
NSS1 
NSS1 
NSS1 
NSS1 
NSS1 
NSS1 

NSS1&2 
MI-62 

NSS1&2 
NSS1&2 
NSS1 
NSS1&2 
NSS1 
NSS1 
NSS 2 
NSS1 
NSSt 

• - No estimate ex i sts for Ankober t own, the f1gure is unreliable 
HSIU-Population es t imates of 5 Eritr ean towns by Dep. of Geography a t the Hsni. 

37 



TABLE II. SIZE AND GROWTH OF 50 LARGER TOWNS IN ETHIOPIA, WHICH WERE COVERED 
BY THE NA"TIONAL SAMPLE SURVEY, BOTH 1st · AND 2nd ROUND 

Date of Population At 2nd Survey Yearly Rate of Growth (%) Sex-
Retio 

Province Town 2nd Round 
Male Female Both Sex Male Female Both Sex 100 M/F 

1970 

AruBsi (1) 8,660 8,446 17,106 9.6 1.7 5.2 103 Asella July 8,660 8,446 17,106 9.6 1.7 5.2 103 
Begemdir· . (2) 20,414 24,123 44,537 7.9 3.7 5.5 85 \.)4 Azezo Sept. 4,038 5,168 9,206 18.1 9.8 13.1 78 

co 
Gondar Sept . 16,376 18,955 35,331 5.4 2.1 "3.5 86 

Eritrea (1) 88,800 103,200 192,000 8.8 6.6 7.6 86 ABmara March 1968 88, BOO 103,200 192,000 8.8 6.6 7.6 86 
Gemu GoUa(l) 3,863 2,814 6,677 24.7 20.6 22.8 137 Arba Minch Sept. 3,863 2,814 6,677 24.7 20.6 22 •. 8 137 
Gojam (6) 30,497 37,269 67,766 12.0 8.2 10.0 82 BahrDar Sept . 9,861 12,331 22,192 14.8 11.8 13.1 80 Bure April 1971 2,577 3,607 6,184 16.1 15.3 15.7 71 Dehre Markos Sept. .12,726 14,444 27,170 8.3 3.5 5.5 88 Dejen April 1971 1,666 . 2,282 3,948 1.0 3.7 2.5 73 Dembecha n 1,203 1,567 2,770 3.5 0.8 1.5 77 Fenote Selam _ n 

2,464 3,O38~ 5,502 27.6 19.2 22.6 81 



SIZE AND GROWTH OF 50 LARGER TOWNS IN ETHIOPIA, WHICH WERE COVERED 
BY THE NATIONAL SAMPLE SURVEY, BOTH 1st AND ·2nd ROUND 

Dat e of Population a t 2nd Survey Yearly Rate of Growth (%) Sex-
Province Town 2nd Round Retio 

1970 Male Female Both Sex Male Female Bot h Sex 100 M/F 

Hararge (3) 57,006 58,530 115,536 '4.8 2.7 3 . 6 97 
Asbe Teferi July 4,618 4,960 9,578 7.0 6.0 6 . 4 93 
Dire Dawa Aug. 29,901 31,024 60,92S 5.2 4.0 4.5 96 
Harar Aug. 22,487 22,546 . 45,033 3.7 0.2 1.8 100 

Illubabor(2) 7,471 6,814 14~ 285 6.4 3.3 5.2 100 
Gore Dec. 4,399 3,982 8,381 3.2 -1.1 1.6 110 
Matu Dec. 3,072 2,832 5,904 11.0 9.5 10.3 108 ... 

'->4 
Kefa (3) :31,786 28,027 59,813 9.1 4.8 6.9 '.0 113 

Agaro Nov. 6,950 5,436 12,386 10.5 5.9 8 . 4 128 
Bonga Nov. 2,768 2,811 5,579 5.2 0.9 3.0 98 
Jimma Oct . 22,068 19,780 41,848 9.1 5.0 7.0 112 

Shoa (11.) 412,625 426,834 839,459 6.9 7.6 7.2 97 
Addis Ababa Sept. 1967 337,350 346,180 683,530 6.3 7 . 7 7.0 97 
Akaki June 8,503 8,823 17,326 11.9 10.4 11.1 96 
Ambo Sept. 4,818 4,973 9,791 7.8 1.7 4.5 97 
Butajira Dec. 2,855 3,414 6,269 6.2 6.2 6.2 84 
Debre Berhan Aug. 6,729 8,257 14,986 13.7 9.6 11.4 79 
Debre Zeit June 13,221 14,406 27,627 8.1 3.7 5.7 92 
Fitsche Dec. 4,976 5,666 10,642 10.9 13.2 12.1 88 
Ho1eta Nov. 3,039 . 3,600 6,639 2.3 0.1 1.1 84 
Nazareth July 19,340 20,019 39,359 9.5 8.2 8.9 97 
Shashemene Nov. 6,026 5,766 11,792 10.9 7.3 9.0 105 
Wo1isso Oct. 5,768 5,730 11,498 7.6 5.7 6.6 101 

Sidamo (6) 36,524 30,802 67,327 9.6 6.3 8.0 119 
Aleta Wondo Oct. 4,165 3,749 7,914 9.4 B.l 8.B 111 
Awassa Nov. 7,271 5,566 12,837 23.4 19.0 21.3 131 
D111a Sept. 7,085 6,211 13,296 4.2 4.0 4.1 114 
Kebre Mengist Oct. 4,117 3,806 7,923 6.4 3.2 4.B 108 
Sodo Oct. 6,053 5,589 11,642 3.7 0.7 2.2. 108 
Yirgalem Nov. 7,834 5,881 13,715 8.0 2.B 5.5 133 



SIZE AND GROWTH OF 50 LARGER TOWNS IN ETHIOPIA, WHICH WERE COVERED 
BY THE NATIONAL SAMPLE SURVEY, BOTH 1st AND 2nd ROUND 

Date or Population at 2nd Survey Yearly Rate of Growth % Sex-
Province Town 2nd Round 

Male Female Both Sex Male Female Re tio 1970 
Both Sex 100 M/F Tigre (7) 

39,367 48,124 87,491 4.3 1.7 2.8 82 Adigrat Oct. 4,102 4,969 9 , 0 71 8.2 0.7 3.7 83 Adwa Oct. 7,225 8,487 15,712 5.9 3.5 4.6 85 
Axum Oct. 5,663 7,141 12,804 -1.1 -D.7 -D.8 79 Enda Selassie Nov. 3,601 4,336 7,937 3.1. 2.3 2.8 83 Maychew Nov. 3,518 4,346 7,864 1.2 -2.4 -D.8 81 Mekele Sept. 12,522 15,373 27,895 5.9 3.5 4.6 81 Wukro Oct. 2,736 3,472 6,208 3.1 0.2 1.4 79 5 Wollega (3) 

16,120 15,000 31,120 8.6 3.4 5.9 107 Dembido110 Nov. 3,865 3,420 7,285 9.5 0.2 4.8 113 Gimbi Oct. 4,104 3,626 7,730 10.6 5.0 7.7 113 Nekemte Oct. 8,151 7,954 16,105 7.2 4.1 5.6 102 WoUo (4) 
30,229 37,799 68,028 4.0 2.4 3.1 80 Dessie Aug. 20,839 24,892 45,731 4.2 2.3 3.1 84 Kobo Dec. 3,347 4,292 7,639 2.0 3.8 2.9 78 Korem Nov. 2,199 2,107 5,306 (-4.6) (-5.6) (-5.6) 71 Woldiya Sept. 3,844 5,508 9,352 4.7 1.6 2.8 70 Country (50) 783,363 827,782 1,611,145 7.3 6.2 6.7 94.6 



TABLE III DISTRIBUT ION OF TOWNS BY PROVINCE 

2,000 - 5,000 INH. 5,000 - 20,000 INH. 20,000 - 100, 000 INH MORE THAN 100,000 INH. ALL TOWNS 
PROVINCE 

MALE FEM. MIF KALE FEK. KIF . MALE FEM. KIF MALE FEM. KIF KALE FEM • KIF 

ARYSSI 10,030 l1,l~O 90.0 1~,300 13,790 103.7 2~,330 2~,930 97.6 
BALE 6,030 6,650 90.7 6,010 5,770 1~.2 12,O~0 12,~20 96.9 
BEGEMDIR 7 ,~70 9,530 78.~ 1~,0~0 18.790 7~.7 15,880 18,750 8~~7 37,390 ~7,070 79,~ 

ERITREA 17,510 18.310 95.6 35,380 31,920 110.8 100,980 117,380 86.0 153.870 167,610 91.8 
GEMU 60nA ' 5,990 6,310 9~,9 9,930 10,230 97.1 15.920 16,5~0 96.3 
GOJAM 10,6~0 12,990 81.9 ~,780 6,350 75.3 21,170 25,630 82.6 36,590 ~~,970 81.~ 

BARARGE 18,700 18,800 99.5 10,640 , 11,800 90.2 51,060 52.940 96.4 80,400 83,5~0 96.2 
ILLUBABOR ~,830 ~,8~0 99.8 7 , 050 6,630 106.3 11,880 11,~70 103.6 
KEFA 4 , 510 5,040 89.5 9,080 7,960 114.1 20,770 19,020 109.2 3~.360 32,020 107.3 
SBOA 37,100 ~1.,1.}O 90.2 47,000 50,040 93.9 31..1.30 33,370 93.3 400.380 395,520 1.01..2 515,610 520,060 99.1 
SIDA"O 18,080 17,790 101 . 6 40.520 - 35,920 112.8 58.600 53,710 109.1 
TIGRE 10,200 n,990 72.9 32,560 39,680 82.1 12,040 15,060 79.9 5~,800 68,730 79.7 
WOLLEGA '8,350 10,130 82.4 15,100 14,620 103.3 23,450 24,750 9~.7 

WOLLO 6',120 7,920 77.3 18,950 26.000 72.9 20,420 24,390 83.7 45,490 58,310 78.0 

~ COl11fTRt 165,560 184,570 89.7 265,340 279,500 94~9 172,470 189,160 91.2 501,360 512,900 97.8 1,104.730 1,166,130, 94.7 ~ 



TABLE IV. 

HISTORIC REVIEW OF URBANIZATION IN E.'THIOPIA 

GROWTH OF SOME TOWNS FROM 1938 TO 1970. 

Urban population figures for 1938, 1956, 1962 and 1970 are given bel ow 

for SOOle towns in Ethiopia. The sources of information are the followi ng : 

1938 estilDates: Guida dell' Africa Orientale Italiana, and 

L'Italia in Africa, by Ministero degli Affari Estari, 

Italy, 1955. 

1956 and 1962: Selected Data on Population of Ethiopia, prepared by 
estimates Central Statistical Office, Addis Ababa, April 1964 . 

The data are based upon information from Municipal it ies 
Dept., Ministry of Interior, which department conduc ted 

population reporting for selected municipalities an d 
townships in 1956 and again in 1962. 

1970 estimates: National Sample Survey, ~~t and 2nd rounds in ul' ban 
ar·eas. 

It goes without saying that the estimates before 1970 are sometimes 
unreliable, especially those of 1938. Population fig~res, whi~h can be g i ven 
less credit, are put in brackets. 

Province Town POP U L A T ION 
1938 1956 1962 1970 

Arussi 

Asella 500 6,700 9,500 16,690 
Bale 

Goba 3,000 6,400 11,780 
Hegemdir 

Debl' e Tabor 9,000 4,500 4,000 8,180 
Gondar 14,000 13,500 24,700 34,630 

Eritrea 

Adi Ugri 4,600 11,920 
Asmara 98,000 218,360 
Asab 8,000 14,90Q 
Dekemhare 12,800 9,740 
Massawa 15,216 18,490 

Gojam 

Deb re Markos 10,000 8,000 18,100 26,320 
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pop U LA T ION 

Province Town 
1938 1956 1962 1970 

Hararge , 

Dire Dawa 20,000 30,400 33,000 59,420 

Harar 45,000 40,500 44,580' 

IUubabor 
Metu 5,000 4,800 5,380 

Kefa 
Bonga • 

3, 000 2,100 3,800 5,450 

Jimma 8 , 100 (39 ,600) 39,790 

Shoa 
Addis Ababa 300,000 4t70,000 79 5,900 

Debre Berhan 3 , 000 4,900 5,700 14,150 

Ambo 600 3,800 4,000 9 , 500 

Holeta 2 ,450 6,550 

Hosanna ( 12,000) 5,800 7,880 

Sidamo 

Awasa 3,600 10,740 

Dilla 800 5,000 9,600 12,900 

Soddo U O,OOO) 5 , 600 8,200 11,410 

'Yabel l0 1 ,500 (3,500) 1,100 .3,590 

Tigre 
Adwa 6 ,000 11 ,500 15 ,230 

Axum 10,000 11 ,600 9,000 12, 870 

Mekel~ 12,000 7,500 16 ,900 27 , 100 

Wollega 
Arjo ( 5, 000) 1 , 900 2 , 600 2,970 

Dembi do l0 ( 8, 000) 4, 900 5 ~ 300 6 , 960 

Gimbi (6 ,000) 2,000 6 ,300 7, 290 

Lekemt (10,000) 5, 900 10,100 15 , 470 

Men di (3,000) 1, 500 1 ,400 2, 760 

Nedj o (3, 000) 1,500 ( 5 ,000) 3, 690 

WOllo 
Dess ie 36 ,000 (53 , 500 ) 43 , 100 44 , 810 

Kombolcha 400 800 2 , 500 4 , 700 
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TABLE V. POPULATION "BORN IN TOWN" AND "nESIDING LESS THAN ONE YEAR" 

AS % OF' ESTIMATBD POPULATION ONE YEAn BEf"ORE THE SURVEY, 

AND ESTIMATED YEARLY GROWTH RATE. 

Towns with ~20,000 inh in Jan 1970 

Addis Ababa 
Asmara 
Dire Dawa 
Dessie 

lIarar. 
J irruna 

Nazreth. 

GondaI' 
Mekle 

Uebre Zeit 

Debre Markos 
Baher Dar 

12 Towns 

11 Town s (exc1. AA) 

Towns with 2-20,000 inh in Jan. 1970 
Arus sl 

Begellldir 

Eritrea 

Gemu Gora 
Goj am 

IJararg e 

III ubabor 

Kera 
lIoa 

Si damo 
Tig r e 

Ivoll ega 

Wo llo 

Al l Tow ns wi th 2-20 ,00 inh. 
All To wn s with ) 2 , 000 ioh. 

All Tuwns with :> 2 , 000 i nh.(exCl.AA) 

% Born in 

Town 

44.3 

51.5 

49.1 

51.4 

59.8 

50.0 

. 36.0 

56.3 

58.9 

37.1 

51.1 

29.0 

46.8 

50.4 

38.6 

64.6 

67.3 

48.5 

63.0 

64.3 

54.3 

48.5 

49.7 

49.7 

~3.4 

61.3 

" Res. less 
than 

one year 

5.7 

'f.3 
7.6 

9.7 

5.8 

7.8 

13:-Q 

6.7 

8.5 

7.8 

9.7 
12.8 

6.2 

7.0 

l~.O 

~.8 

S"O 
5.1 

1.8 

5.5 

5.4 

6.6 

6.5 

5.9 

5.3 

3.7 
51.1 8.7 

57.0 

49.9 

53.8 
6.0 

6.1 

Yearly 
Growth 
nate (%) 

7.0 

7. 6 

4.5 

3.1 

1.8 

7.0 

8.9 

3.5 

4.6 

5.7 

5.5 

13.1 

,... 

6.5 

6.0 

6. 9 

6. 6 

6.3 



TABLE VI . POPUJ.,ATION -BORN IN TQVN- AND . -RESIDING LESS THAN ONE YEAR -

AND "ONE TO FIVE YEARS - , BY SEX, IN UiBAN AREAS (TOWNS WITH MORE 

THAN ~O,OOO INK . ) 

BORN IN TOWN RES LESSTIUN ONE YEAR RES. 1-5 YEARS 

MALE FEMALE HAUl FFltALE MALE FDtALE 

ADDIS ABABA 144 , 400 158,540 19,900 16,270 60,780 63 ,110 

ASMARA 49 ,200 49,780 2,800 4,240 11,180 17,390 

DIRE DAWA 11 ,250 12,700 1,470 2,110 3,740 4,290 

DESSIE 9 ,340 10,740 '1,400 2,290 2,170 3,540 

HAHAR 11, 300 13,290 1,040 1,260 2,860 3, 930 

' JIMMA 6, 810 7,870 1,070 1,080 2,520 2,870 

NAZRETH 4 , 510 . 5,290 1,700 1,570 4,870 4 , 940 

GONDAR 7, 410 9,230 · 810 1,110 1,470 2,830 

MEKELE 5 ,900 7,200 6~ 1,170 1,340 2,250 

DEBRE ZEIT ,3, 510 4,350 430 · 1,140 2, 130 2 , 990 

DEBRE MARKOS 4, 800 5,790 690 1,210 1,330 2,110 

BAHR DAR 1,610 1,870 600, 760 1,910 3,110 

l2 TOWNS 260, 040 286,650 32,530 34,200 96,200 113 , 360 

11 TOWNS 115 ,640 128,110 12,630 17,930 35,420 50,250 
(EXCL. AA) 

~: Karen and Agordat are DQt included. 
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Table VII DEilOGRAPHIC DATA FOR ETHIOPIAN TOWNS WITH 5 , 000 - 20,000 Il'i1!.A!ITANTS IN JANUARY 1970\ BY PROVmCE 

POPULATIOlf 2/ SEX- R..4.T I O ~4.LES PER 100 FEMALES PERCENTAGE BELOW MARI TAL STATUS OF WOMEN LI TERACY IN % 
PROVINCE J AN . 1970 TOTAL BY AGE GROUP 15 YEARS OF AGE ABOVE 10 YEARS OF AGE ( In%) 10 YEARS AND ABOVE 

0-1 4 15-24 25- MALE FEM. B.S. SINGLE MARR . WID. DIV . MALE FEM ~ B. S. 

ARUSSI 28,090 93.5 84 105 99 36 40 38 12 63 14 11 28 5 17 
BEgEM1Ull 32,830 78.9 120 39 65 51 34 41 33 28 11 28 55 8 23 
ERITREA 67,300 94.6 107 67 100 39 34 37 27 44 11 18 57 15 35 
GEJro GOFA 20,160 91.1 122 76 77 43 32 37 22 47 7 24 40 9 23 
GOJAJI 11 .,130 54.£' 85 49 57 42 32 36 17 33 16 34 56 5 24 
HARARGE 22,440 91.8 93 102 86 39 38 38 22 43 19 16 31 7 19 
ILLUBABOR 13,£'80 102.2 128 100 87 40 32 36 19 51 14 16 47 13 30 
KEP'A 17,040 102.2 97 11 3 102 32 34 33 14- 53 5 28 38- 7 23 
SHOA 97,040 98 .. 7 117 94- 87 43 36' 39 32 41 10 17 47 12 26 
SIDAJlO 76,440 99 .. 1 100 108 96 38 38 38 50 35 5 :1 0 34- 8 21 
TIGRE 72,240 71.3 92 54 56 50 39 44- 48 23 6 23 51 10 26 

." WOLLEGA; 29,720 93..6 98 88 92 44 42 43 26 53 11 10 55 18 36 
ClI WOLLO "44,950 68.£. 9? 44- 54 37 26 30 18 38 5 39 27 4 13 

ALL TOWNS 5",060 85.9 103.2 70.2 7(}' 2 41.7 34. 7 38.0 30.9 37.8 8.7 22'.6 39.4 8.9 22 . 1 

1/ ~. towus .t"Balo were •• t surveyed at the 1st round. The table gives data tor only those to ... which were surveyed at the 1st roun4. 

2/ IaGludiaS populat10. ot towas Dot 8urTeyed at t he 1st rOURi. 



Table . VIII DnlOGRAPHIC DATA ~R 12 ETHIOPIAl'f TOWNS WITH · MORE 1'HB 20,000 INHABITANTS IB J.Al'IUARY 197011 

. POPULATI ON SEX-RATIO ; MALES PER 100 FEMALES PERCENTAGE BELOW MARITAL STATUS OF WOMEN LITERACY IN % 
TOD JAN. 1970 lat ROuwn2/ f 2114 -RoUND?/ BY AGE GROUP 15 YEARS OF AGE ABOVE 10 YEARS OF AGE \IN%) 10 YEARS .Am) ABOVE 

! 0-14 15-29 30- ~E FEM . B. S. SINGLE MARR. 'NID. DIV. MALE FEll. B.S • 

.ADDIS 11WU,4 759,900 105.3 97.4 99 81 112 40 39 40 28 47 7 18 61 26 43 
.lSII.A1U. 4 218,360 77.7 86.0 97 67 :93 46 41 43 38 42- 7 13 73 32 5'0 
DIRE DAn. 59.420 91.0 96.4 40 28 50 11 11 46. 12 28 
DEaSIE 44.810 76.4 83.7 94 49 81 42 34- 38 19 44 9 28 46 12 26 
lwwi 44,580 84 .. 7 99.7 96 69 84- 43 37 40 26 48- 14- 12 60 17 36 
JDDU:.. . 39.--Z90 91.4 111.6 99 77 96 39 36 37 18 55 8 19 40 9 24 
1IAZRE'm 37.620 96.3 96.6 88 103 100 33 36 35 
GOBDAR 34,630 73.7 86.4- 93 50 73 47 37 41 2l. 36 10 33 62' 14 33 
JIEEXLE' 27.100 72. Cj; 81 .. ~ 40 26 34 8 32 46 9 23 
DEBm!! ZEIT · 26.880 74.9 91..8 82 51 90 39 35 37 2l 44 8 2.7 57" 16... . 33 
DEBBE JUHOS 26,3~0 70.0 88.1 38 17 42 11 30 51. l I. 29 
1WUll DAR 20,480 70.1 80.0 92 44 92 40 30 34- 30 40 ·· 9 21 51 7 23 

~ 12 TOUS '1.3"9,'890 92.1 94 .. 1 97.·5 · 74.3 102.6 41.2 38.6 39.9 2-8.6 ~ 45.8 7.5 18 .. 1 60.4 23 .. 5 40.8: 11 ~1I1IS 

(UCL. ll) 579.990 80 .. 4 90.3 95 .. 3 64..6 89.0 43.2 37.8 40 .. 3 29.0 43 .. 5 8.8 18 .. 7 60.·3 20.4 37.11 

1/ '!Ire t __ • rita .ore tllaa 20.000 1nlla_1tantll, Kere ... ~ Agoord.t. ll.Te not lte •• 111U'Te;ye~ .. 

2/ .udu n._. 1961. 1_ar. 1963. an .. Basretll 1964,. ill .tller tOWD.. 1965. 

3/ .ud1. Alt.lt. 1967, ......... ar. 1968. ill otlle·r te1r1Ul 1970 • 

4/ 111 rieure. rer .441. J.lt.lt. .. .. J.aar. refer to tlle 2nd rOllJl~ For tlle ot .. r t ___ • tlle el.te _:ter te tllo 1.~ re1lll~ 



Table IX DDiOGRAPHIC DATA FOR ETHIOPIAN TO'IlNS WITH MORE THAN 5,000: INHABI TANTS IN JANUARY 1970 , BY PROVINCE 

POPULATION SEX- RAT I O; ~tLSS PSR l CO ~E~i7SS PERCENTAGE BELOW MARITAL STATUS OF WO~ LITERACY, 10 YEW 
PROVINCE JAN. 1970 TOTAL BY AGE GROUP 15 YEARS OF AGE ABOVE 10 YEARS OF AGE (%) AND ABOVE (%) 

0- 14- 15- 29 30- !ULE FEM . B.S . SmGLE MARR . WID. DIV. MALE FElL B. S. 

!.RUSSI 28 , 090 93.5 84- 105 99 36 40 38 12 63 14- 1"- 28 5 17 
BEGEIlDIR 67 ,460 76.2 106 45 69 49 36 4-1 27 32 10 31 58 111 28 
ERITREA 285,660 88. 0 99 67 95 44- 39 41 36 42 8 14 69 28 47 
GEMU GOFA 20,1 60 91.1 122 76 77 43 32 37 . 22: 47 7' 24 4-0 9 23 
GOJAll 57,930 69. 0 901l' 46 1/ 80 1/ 41 1/ 31 1/ 35 1/ 21 4-0 11 28 55 8 26 
HARARGE 126,44-0 88.9 95 2/ 80 2/ 85 2/ 42 2/ · 37 2/ 39 2/ 26 48 14 12 48 13 29 
ILLUBABOR 13,680 102.2 128 100 87- 4-0 32 36 19 51 14- 16 4-7 13 30 
KElPA 56,830 94.6 98 88 98 37 35 36 . 17 54 7 21- 39 8 23 
SHOA 921,44-0 96.8 '100 82 108. 40 38 39 28 4-7 7' 18 59 24- 41 
SHOA (EXCL.AA) 161 ,540 94.-2 104- 89 91 40 36 38 . 29 31 42 3/ 10 3/ 19 3/ 4-9 3/ 13 3/ 27 31 
SIDAIlO 76, 440 99.1 100 108 96 38 38 38 50 35' 5 10 34- e 21 
TIGRE 99,340 71.7 92 4/ 64 4/ 56 4-/ 50 4/ 39 4/ 44- 4/ 4-2 26 6) 26 50 10 25 
'lOLLEGA:.. 29,720 93.6 98 88 92 44- 42 4-3 26 53 11 10 55 18 36 

.p- WOLLO 89,760 72.5 96 46 73 39 30 34- 19 41 7 33~ 36 8 19: 
CD 

ALL TOWNS 1 ,872 , 950 88.9 99.0 72.7 95.3 41.5 37.4- 39. 3 29.3 43.5 7 . 8 19.4- 54. 4- 19.3 35.3 
ALL TOns 
(EXCL. :.A. • .1.) 1,113,050 83.0 99.1 67.3 84. 3 42.5 36.3 39.2 29 .. 9 40.8 8.7 20.6· 50. 3 14.9 30.2 

1/ EXCL. DEBRE 1lABK0S 
2/ EICL. DIBE DA'lA 

3/ EXCL. lUZRETII 
11,./ EXCL.ME!ELE 

5/ AGE GReUP 15-24 YEABS IIi TODS WITH . s-ao,ooo' INHABITANTS 



TABLE X. AGE-DISTRIBUTION BY SEX IN SOME URBAN AREAS 
WITH MORE THAN 20,000 IN HABITANTS . 

Age Group Addis Ababa Seven Big Townsl/ Eight Big Towns ~/ 
M F M+F M F M+F M F M+F 

o - 4 16.2 15.2 15.7 17.3 14.1 15.5 16'.5 14.B 15.6 

5 - 9 13.0 13.0 13.0 15.1 12.4 13.6 13.7 12.B 13.2 

10 - 14 ·lO.B p.O 10.9 11.B 11.6 11.7 11.1· 11.2 11.2 

15 - 19 9.3 11.2 10.2 9.7 12.3 11.1 9.4 li.6 10.6 

20 - 24 7.9 9.2 B.6 6.B 9.6 8.3 7.5 9.4 8.5 

25 - 29 8.8 10.B 9.B 7.2 9.5 B.5 8.3 10.3 9.3 

.30 - 34 B.9 B.2 B.6 6.8 7.9 7.4 8.2 8.1 8.2 
~ 

,. 

-.0 35 - 39 7.6 6.B 7.2 6.1 6.B 6.5 7.1 6.B 6.9 · 

40 - 44 6.0 4.5 5.2 5.B 5.1 5.4 5.9 4.7 5.3 
45 - 49 3.6 2.6 3.1 4.4 3.1 3.7 3.9 2.B 3.3 
50 - 54 3~1 2.9 3.0 3.3 2.7 3.0 3.2 2.8 3.0 
55 - 59 1.5 1.2 1.4 1.9 1 ;; 3 · 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.5' 

60 - 64 1.4 . 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.4 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 
65 & Over 1.9 2.0 1.9 2.2 2.2 2.2 ~.O 2.0 2.0 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1/ Asmara, Dessie" Harar, Jimma. Gondar, Debre Zeit, and Bahr Dar for which towns 
- age-distubution by sex is ~vailable. 

~I Addi. Ababa plus . the "seven big towns" 

"'--
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TABLE XI. RELIGIO N BY LANG~AGE I N 189 ETHIOPIAN TOWNS 

Religion Amharic Gal1igna Tigrigna Guragigna Arabic Wo1amigna Other Eth. F ' 1/ Dorzigna .. !1 ore1g rr- Total Languag es Lang uag es Eth. Orthodox 90.2 70.5 83.6 68.5 5.5 97.8 90.6 54.7 Muslim 9.3 27.4 13.1 31.4 94.2 1.3 5.4 43.9 Roman Cathol i c 0.4 0.3 1.4 0.0 0.3 0.4 0.0 O.Q Protestant 0.0 0.4 0.1 0.1 0.0 0.2 0.0 0.1 Hindu 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 Other Religion 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.7 Religion not Stated 0.0 1.3 1.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 

11 The figures era no t add up to 100.0~, probably due to a printing error in the original table. 

Source: Preliminary'- tabulations by R.C. Cooper 'and 'R.J. Horvath (Language Survey of Ethiopia), base'd an 
the urban survey, 1st round. 

26.8 80.2 
21.6 18.9 
26.6 0.2 
10.8 0. 4 
4.2 0.0 
7.4 0.2 
0.0 . 0.1 



TABLE _XII ~ DISTRIBUTION OF LANGUAGES Al'JD RELIGIONS IN SURVEYED TOWNS 
WITH MORE THAN 20,000 INHABITANTS 

LANGUA G E RELIGION 

Town Amharic Galigna Guragigna Tigrigna Other . Ethiopian Moslem Other or 
Ethiopian Fore1gn orthodox no religions 

Addis Ababa 77.6 6.4 7.3 5.1 3.1 0.5 85.7 10.7 3.6 

Asmara 2.7 89.6 0.9 6.8 74.0 14.7 11.3 

Dire Dawa 45.5 11.1 2.3 2.3 31.5 7.3 51.0 46.2 2.8 

Dessie 78.7 0.6 0.7 3.2 15.2 1.4 62.8 35.9 1.3 

Harar 57.2 8.0 1.4 0.9 31.1 1.4 64.0 35.0 1.0 

Jimma 26.8 42.7 7.0 2.3 18.3 2.9 61.5 38.0 0.5 

VI Gonder 86.6 1.4 0.5 10.0 0.9 0.6 84.7 14.5 0.8 
~ 

Mekele 3.1 95-.9 0.5 0.5 90.1 8.8 1.1 

Debre Zeit 59.2 27.6 8.4 2.7 1.1 1.0 96.6 2.1 1.3 

Debre Markos 93.0 2.9 0.4 1.4 0.1 2.2 96.2 3.0 0.8 

Bahr Dar 88.0 1.2 0.1 7.8 0.7 2.2 90.4 8.3 1.3 

10 towns 
(exel.AA) 34.8 6.2 1.3 44.2 9.3 4.2 72.9 21.6 5.5 

11 towns 
(inel.AA) 60.5 6.3 4.9 20.7 5.6 2~0 80.6 15.0 4.4 

~: "Language" refers to language usually spoken La the home. 
Reliable information for Nazreth town is not available. 



TABLE XIII.AGE - DISTRIBUTION BY LANGUAGE I N 189 ETHIOPIAN TOW NS 

Age Group Amharic Galligna Tigrigna Guragigna Arabic Wolamigna Dorzigna- Other Eth. Foreign· Total 
I • Languages Languages 

0 4 14.1 13.8 15.2 12.3 12.5 4.8 12.0 12.0 7.8 14.9 

5 9 12.6 10.2 10.3 8.4 14.2 4.2 7.4 10.8 3.8 12.9 

10 - 14 10.7 10.1 8.5 7.8 8.8 4.1 1.5 8.6 5.9 10.9 

15 ;... 19 7.,7 6.9 7.5 12.1 4.3 2.9 7.7 7.5 3.3 8.1 

20 .24 6.0 6.8 5.4 6.4 3.3 2.9 2.5 8.6 13:0 6.9 

25 - 29 8.3 10.2 12.1 1:4.1 8.0 7.4 17.8 7.5 4.3 8.9 

30 - 34 8.7 10.6 8.5 11.0 3.3 7.1 12.5 10.9 7.6 9.1 

35 - 39 8.3 7.7 6.1 10.8 4.6 10.4 13.1 7.9 6.4 7.8 

40 - 44 6.4 7.4 5.6 7.4 10.3 13.6 3.5 7.8 3.5 6.3 

45 49 4.6 5.6 7.3 2.9 12.7 11.3 15.4 3.7 11.5 4.3 

50 54 4.4 3.5 3.8 2.8 5.6 10.1 5.9 4.8 8.3 3.7 

55 - 59 2.9 2.8 4.2 2.6 4.1 5.8 0.6 3.7 7.2 1.9 

60 - 64 2.5 1.6 1.4 0.6 1.3 2.3 0.1 2.6 6.1 . 2.0 

65 2.8 2 . 8 4.1 0.8 7 . 6 13.1 0.0 3 . 6 11.3 2.3 

Sourc e Preliminary tabulations by R. L . Cooper and R.J. Htlrvath (Language Survey of Ethiopia) 
based on the urban survey , 1st r ound. 



TABLE XIV .• LENGTH OF RESIDENCE BY LANGUAGE IN 189 ETHIOPIAN TOWNS 

. Length of Res1dance 
Amharic.!/ Galligna Tigrigna Guragigna Arabic . 1/ ' Ot her Eth • Fo r e ign 

Total in years Wolamigna- Dor zigna 
Languages Languag es 

.() - 4 28.4 27~0 33.6 38.3 16.4 17.1 56.7 24.8 51.0 23.8 
5 -.- · 9 11.5 9.5 12.2 13.,2 9.9 15.5 7.3 9.2 4.3 8.9 

10 - 14 5.9 6.0 8.5 6.6 8.6 5.2 3.3 2.6 4.5 4.8 
15 - 19 2.4 2."5 1.9 3.8 6.8 8.7 7.6 2.0 0.7 1.9 
20 - 25 4.0 3.0 5.3 6.2 8.0 7.2 1.4 3.9 6.4 2.8 
26 - 3.9 5.1 3.7 3.1 11.9 23.0 2.3 6.9 13.3 2.6 

\J1 Bom in town 45.2 46.9 34.8 28.8 38.4 21.8 21.4 50.6 19.8 55.2 VI 

. 11 The figures do not add up to 100.0 ~, probably due to a printing error in the original table • 

Source Preliminary tabulations by R.C. Oooper and R.J. Harvath (Language Survey of Ethiopia), 

based on t he urban survey, 1st round. 



Table XV, HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS IN TOWNS WITH 5,000-20, 000 INHABI TANTS IN JANUARY 1970. 

AVERAGE PERCENTAGE TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION C%) , WATER SUPPLY C%) TOILET FACllITIES C 
PROVINCE SIZE OF RENTED STONE TRADI TIONAL HOUSE 

HOUSEHOLD HOUSES HOUSE THATCH CORR.IRON PIPE WELL STREAM FLUSH PIT NONE 
ROOF ROOF 

ARUSSI 3 . 1 39 0 52 48 1 0 99 0 38 62 
BEGEllDIR 3.2 59 7 18 75 10 19 71 1 26 73 
ERITREA 3. 4- 55 4-8 17 35 74- 18 8 19 26 55 
GEII1J GOFA 3. 3 38 0 42 58 34 2 64 0 48 52 
GOJAll 2.9 54 0 14 86 0 22 78 0 21 79 
HARARGE 3.7 59 2 38 60 0 13 87 0 9 91 
ILLUBABOR 3.8 44- 2 30 68 1 22 77 0 43 57 
KEP'A 3 ·6 62 1 6 93 1 2 97 0 4-9 51 
SHOA. 3 . 6 4-7 2 19 79 5 10 85 1 30 69 
SIDAMO 3.6 40 2 35 63 

\J1 
14- 50 36 2 4-9 49 

.p TIGRE 3.? 60 26 25 49 29 1-9 52 0 19 81 
WOLLEGA·, 4-. 2 4-8 2 13 85 13 39 4-8 0 35 f 

WaLLO 3.0 63 0 51 49 3 ~ 94- 0 1"" "'~ 

COUNTRY 3.5 54 12 22 66 22 18 . 60 4- 69 

.~ THE FIGURES REIER TO THE 1st ROUND OF THE NSS, t.e 1965-1968. 



Table XVI HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS IN TOWNS WITH MORE THAN 20,000 lltaABITANTS IN JANUARY 1970 . · 

AVERAGE PERCENTAGE TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION C%) 7:A.TER SUPPLY C%) TOILET FACILITIES C%) TOWN SI ZE OF RENTED STONE TRAD ITIONAL HOUSE PF'E NELL S'rRE.~ FLUSH PIT NONE HOUSEHOLD HOUSES HOUSE . THATCH CORR . IRON • 
ROOF ROOF 

ADDIS ABABA 3.9 60 5 7 88 Q1: 
' / 2 5 8 67 25 

ASIURA 3.9 71 84 6 10 76 16 8 15 3 1 54-
DIRE DAWA 3.6 67 52 19 29 99 0 1 5 73 22 
DESSIE 3.7 56 4- 16 80 60 9 31 1 47 52 
HARAR 3.4 62 31 14- 55 25 13 62 1 54 45 
JDOlA 3.7 47 12 16 72 32 30 38 3 49 48 
NAZRETH 3.7 70 5 12 83 2 44 54 
GONDAR 3.5 59 17 19 64 79 5 16 2 48 50 
MEJITI.E . 3.6 66 32 26 42 75 2 J 23 1 58 41 
DEBRE ZEIT 3.3 60 1 21 78 62 15 23 2 63 35 
DEBRE llABKOS 3.1 39 2 55 43 2 48 50 0 41 59 
BARR DAR 3.0 61 2 55 4-3 73 2 25 2 23 75 

ALL TOWNS 3.8 62 21 11 68 82 7 11 8 57 35 
ALL TOWNS 3.6 64- 43 17 40 66 14 20 7 44- ~9 

(EXCL • .1 • .1) 

NOTE: THE ~~GURES RE£ER TO 1965 (1st round bf the NSS), EXCEPT FOR w DrS ABABA AND ASMARA. 

THE ~IGURES FOR ADDIS ABU!. RE1ER TO 1967 AND FOR ASllARA TO 1968 (AS1lARA, SIZE O~ 
HOUSEHOLD IS 1963) •. 



Table nIl nOUSING CHARACTERISTICS IN TOWNS WITH MORE THAN 5,000 INHABITANTS IN JANtT.ARY 1970. 

AVERAGE PERCENTAGE TYPE OF CONSTRUCTION (%) WATER SUPPLY (%) TOILET FACI LI TIES 
PROVINCE SIZE OF RENTED STONE TRADITIONAL HOUSE PIPE WELL STREAM FLUSH PIT NONE HOUSEHOr..D HOUSES HOUSE THATCH CORR. IRON 

ROOF ROOF 

ARUSSI 3.1 39 0 52 48 1 0 99 0 38 62 
, ~ f BEGEllDI.R 3.4- 59 12 19 69 45 12 43 2 37 61 

ERITREA 3.8 67 76 9 15 76 16 8 16 29 55 
GEMU GOP'A 3.3 38 0 42 58 34 2· 64- 0 48 52 

.' .. ""l' 'GOJAlI 3.0 50 2 47 51 27 27 46 1 31 68 
RARARGE 3.5 64- 36 21 43 55 7 38 3 55 42 
ILLUBABOR 3.8 44- 2 30 68 1 22 77 0 4, 57 

. KEli'A 3.7 51 9 13 78 23 22· 55 2 49 4-9 
V1 SHOA 3.8 59 5 9 86 83 3 15 7 62 31 0\ 

SHOA (EXCL.·A.A) 3.6 55 3 18 79 17 1'f 72 1 39 60 
SIDAKO 3.6 40 2 35 63 14 50 36 2 49 49 
TIGRE , 3.7 62 28 25 47 42 14 44- 0 30 70 
WOLLEG.£ 4.2 4-8 2 13 85 13 39 48 0 35 65 
WOZLO 3.4 59 2 33 65 31 6 63 0 32 68 

ALL TOWNS 3 .. 7 60 18 14- 68 65 10 25 7 48 4-5 
ALL TOWNS 

( EXOL. A. A.) 3.6 59 28 19 53 45 . 16 39 5 36 59 



APPENDIX 

URBANI ZATI ON I N THE WORLD', IN AFRICA AND I N ETHIOPIA 
; 

Tbe degre e of urbani za tion i s sligh tly lower i n Et hi opia than 

i n . lEast Afr i ca (where it ia mu ch l ower than i n a ll Af rica a nd t han 

i n the world a s a whole ) , while t h proportion of t he urban popu a 

t i on l iv i ng in , cities i s relatively hi gh, due t o the l arge popula ­
tion of Add i s Ababa. 

Tabl e 1. 
Degree of Urban iza t ion in 1960 

Urban Pop. (mor e than City pop.(more t han 100, 000 20, 000 inh.) as % of inh . ) a ~ of 

World t otal 

Africa 

East Africa 

Ethi opia 

t otal popUlat i on 

25 

13 

5 
3. 5 

Total pop. Urban pop. , 

16 64 
9 68 
3 60 

2. 7 77 

There are 9 Afri Qan cities bigger t han Addis Aba ba: ' f our in 

Nor th Africa (Cairo, Alexandria , Casa blanca a nd Algiers), two i n Wes t 

Africa (Lagos a nd I badan ) , and the r est i n Sourth Afr ica (Joha nnesburg
i 

Durban and Cape Town) . Thus , Addis Aba ba with i t a about 900 , 000 people 

by t he end of 1971 i s t he bi ggest ci t y i n Central and Ea~t ern Afri ca . 

Table 2 Yea rly Rate of Urban i Zat i on ( in ~) • 

Popula tion Growt h 
Total pop ~ 

Urban pop. Uity pop. 
Wt,>rld ,total 

1.8 3.2 3.8 
(1950-60) 

Afri ca 
(1950-60)- 2.1 5. 4 8. 6 
East Africa 
{1960-70) 2.3 8.3 14. 0 

Ethi opia 
2.4- 2.5 6. 6 ~. o 

~ 1960-70 ) 
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The rate of urban growth is lower in Ethiopia than in the 

rest of East Africa and about the same as in Africa as a whole. 

A study of urbanization in different count~ies show that the 

rat e or urbani.za tion is inversely proportional to the degre'e of urbani ­

za t ion t wi t h the exception of La tin America, w,here b9t h the degr ee and 

ra te are comparatively high. This is due to the t~ct that rate of 

urbani zation, when measured in ~. 1's related to the, total urban popu­

lati on. Therefore, with a small denominator (people already l i ving i n 

towns), the ratio (rate ot urbanization) may be high even if the 

nomina tor (absolute in-migration to towns) is relatively small . The 

rate ' of rural exodUS (rate of out-migration trom rural to urban a reas 

related to the rural population), Is, h~.everJ less depende~t upon t he 

degree of urbanizat~on. 
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