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FOREWORD 

Up to date statistical data that reflect the socio-economic and demographic conditions of the 

residents of a country are useful for designing and preparation of development plans as well as for 

monitoring and evaluation of the impact of the implementation of the development plans. These 

statistical data include population size, age, sex, literacy and education, marital status, housing 

stocks and conditions ... etc. In order to fill the gap for these socio~economic and demographic data 

need, Ethiopia has conducted its third National Population and Housing Census in May, 2007 and 

November 2007. 

The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia was conducted under the auspices of the 

Population Census Commission that was established by a Proclamation No. 44911997. The 

Commission is chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister and the members of the commission were 

drawn from various relevant Ministries, Regional State representatives, House of Federation, 

National Elp.c!oral Board and the Central Statistical Agency, serving as the Office of the Census 

Commission (Secretariat). According to this proclamation the processing, evaluation and analyses 

of the data collected in this census as well as its dissemination are the major responsibilities of this 

office. Thus, the Office of the Population Census Commission is pleased to present the census 

summary report entitled " The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Ethiopia: Summary 

Report of Amhara Region" for the users. It is an abridged summary results of the statistica! report 

al Regional Level with brief descriptions of the results . 

This summary report is intended to supplement the statistical reports prepared at national and 

regional level and attempts to provide the socio-economic and demographic information generated 

by the 2007 Population and Housing Census to all users including those who do not have basic 

statistical kncwledge. 

Before the conduct of a census enumeration, numbers of preparatory activitIes were also carried· 

out. Among the major census preparatory activities, the conduct of the Population and Housing 

Census Map Work was one of the important tasks to be undertaken. During this census 

cartographic work urban and rural kebeles of the region were sub-divided into enumeratior. areas, 

each having 150-200 housing units and households, respectively. About 4-6 contiguous 

enumeration areas were made to form one supervision area. In this exercise for each enumeration 

and supervision area maps have been prepared. 

x 
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During the census enumeration, each enumerator was given the map .of an enumeration area 

along with other census documents and he/she was responsible to record all persons and 

households in that enumeration area with out omission and duptication. One supervisor was also 

assigned to a supervision area and was responsible for ensunng the quality of the information 

collected in the area of his/her jurisdiction. Unlike the previous censuses, in this census 

enumerators were primary school teachers while supervisors were secondary school teachers, 

similarly as before. 

It is to be nOled that 'Ihe Population and Housing Census is a huge nation wide operation which 

could not be undertaken by a single organization. Thus, full cooperation and assistance of 

government and noni Jovernment organizations, donor agencies and the general public have been 

obtained for the 2007 Population and Housing Census. 

The office of the Population Census Commission is therefore, very grateful to the Government of 

Ethiopia for its huge financial and administrative support. The office is also grateful to the 

development partners particularly; the United Nations Population Fund for Population Activities 

(UNFPA) and the Department for International Development (DFID) for their generous financial, 

logistics and technical supports. Thanks are also due to the United Nations Development Program 

(UNOP), the Embassy of Japan, Italian Cooperation, United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), as 

well as the Dutch and Irish Governments for their substantial financial support. 

Finally, the office would like to express its appreciation for the elementary and secondary school 

teachers who participated in the data collection and supervision activities; tile staff members of the 

Central Statistical Agency for their invaluable contributions throughout the census operations and 

also more importantly, the general public as well as the administrators at all levels, who were 

critical to the success c,f census enumeration. 

The office hopes that the data contained in the Summary and Statistical Re'ports will be utilized by 

all data users for variou.s development planning. 

xl 

Samia Zekaria 

Member and Secretary 
Population Censu!.: CommiSSIOn 



SEcnON I 

1.1. POI'Ul,ATION SIZE AND SPATIAL DISTRJBUTIONS 

Population size, compositions, its spatial distribution and some other demographic and 

socio·economic data are very important for planning, monitoring and evaluation of various 

development programs. The populat ion and housing census is main source of these data. 

This chapter presents the results of the 2007 census concerning the population size, 

distribut ions, compositions and other re lated information. As shown in Table 1.1, the 

counted population of Tigray Region as of May 28, 2007 was 4,316,988. Of these counted 

population of a region, 2,126.465 (49.3 percent) were males and 2,190,523 (49.7 percent) 

were females. Comparison of the 2007 census results of the tota l population of Tigray 

Region with that of the] 994 census count shows that the population of Tigray Region has 

increased by 1,180,721 persons over the last 12 years. 

Table I. I Distributions of Population ofTigray Regions by Zone, Urban + Rural 
Residence and Sex: 2007 

" . 

Reg ion/Zone 2007 1994 

Both Both 
Sexes Male Female Sexes Male Female 

Tigray Region 4316966 21 26465 2190523 3136267 1542165 1594102 
North Western Tigray Zone 736605 366254 366551 
Central Tigray Zone 1245824 613797 632027 943650 464633 479217 
Eastern Tigray Zone 755343 359636 395705 564946 260679 304267 
Southern Tigray Zone 1006504 497260 509224 673509 425655 447654 
Weslern Tigray Zone 358596 162571 174027 
Mekele Soecial Zone 215914 104925 110969 

N.B the number of zones are mereased m the 2007 census. 

Percent of 

increase 

of 
populat ion 

(2007) 

27.35 

24.24 

22.56 
13.21 

Table 1.1 shows that at Regional level the total population has increased by 27.4 

percent in the last 12 years. As we can see it from figure 1.1 more than fifty percent of 



• 

the population of the region is living in Central Tigray and Southern Tigralj Zones. And 

about 35 percent of the population of the region is living in North Western and Eastern 

Tigray zones. Fewer than 15 percent of the populations are living in Western and 

Mekele special lones. 

Spatia l distributions of the population by zone show significant variations. Figure 1.1 

depicts that the percentage share of the lones ranges from the sma llest proportion of 5 

percent in Mekele special zone to the largest 28.9 percent in Central Tigray zone. That is, 

the largest population size was observed in central Tigray zone having 1,245,824persons 

counted in the region as of May 28, 2007 while the smallest proportion of persons was 

enumerated in Mekele special zone. The second and third largest proportion of population 

was counted in Southern Tigray (1,006,504) and Eastern Tigray (755,343) zones 

respectively. Over all, according to the 2007 census results the counted population in these 

three largest Zones accounted for more than 69 percent of the total. 

Figure 1.1 Percentage Share Population of Tlgry Region by Zones; 2007 

I rg Zone -.4 from T otal l 

5.0 

0.0 
North Central Eastern Southern Western Mek.ele 

Western Special 

Zones 

2 



1.2 POPULATION DISTRIBUTION BY URBAN-RURAL AND SEX 

In 2007 census urban center or urban is defined as all administrative capitals (Region, Zone 

and wereda) and localities in which urban kebeles were established irrespective of their 

population size. It is worth noting that this definition of urban is consistent with that of the 

1994 Population and Housing Census. Table 1.2 shows that in 2007 out of the total 

Population of Tigray, 19.6 percent was enumerated as residents of urban areas. The 

disparity in proporti ons of urban population by zone was very large, ranging from 12.0 

percen t in southern Tigray zone to 100.0 percent in Mekele special zone. Despi te the fact 

t hat Mekele special zone is entirely urban, the percentage share of the ci ty from the total 

urban populat ion of the region is only 25.6 percent. In fact, The largest share of the tota l 

urban population, was living in Mekele special zone where as western Tigrav zone had the 

smallest (less than ten percent). 

Table 1.2 Percentage Distribution of Po pula lion of1'ig ray Reg ion by ZOlle, 
Urban-Ruml Residence and Sex : 2007 

Urban Rural Urban + Rural Percent Percent 
Urban Rural 

Region/Zone Both Both Both from from 
Sexes Percent Sexes Percent Sexes Percent Total Total 

Ttgray Region 844040 19.6 3472948 60A 4316988 100 100.0 100.0 
North Weslern Tigray 107999 14.7 628806 85.3 736805 100 12.8 18.1 
Cenlral Tig/ay 176453 14.2 1069371 85.8 1245824 100 20.9 30.8 
EaSlern Tigray 146064 19.3 609279 80.7 755343 100 17.3 17.5 
Southern Tigray 125787 12.5 880717 87.5 1006504 100 14.9 25A 
Western Tigray 71823 20.1 284775 79.9 356598 100 8.5 8.2 

Mekele Soecial 21 591 4 100.0 - 215914 100 25.6 -

Figure 1.2 shows that urban population has significantly increased in absolute size over the 

last two decade. That is, the number of urban dwellers has shown increasing trend from 

0.24 mil/ion persons in 1984 to 0.47 in 1994, an increase of about 0.23 million persons then 

considerably increased to 0.84 million in 2007, showing an increment of 0.37 million 

persons over the last 12 years. 
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Figure 1.2 Distribution of population of Tigray Re.giOn by 
Urban and Rural Residence and census Penod 

"" 19 .. 

Census Period 

2007 

III Urban 

Iil Rural 

As shown in Figure 1.3.and 1.4, in 1994 and 2007 the proportions of urban population of 

Tigray Region were 14.9 percent and 19.6 percent respectively. This indicates that a 

proportion urban population has increased from 1994 to 2007 about five percent. 

Correspondingly, a proportion of rural population has declined by the same amount 

(4.7percent). 

Figure 1.3 Pe rcentage Dis tributIon of 
Population of Tigray Region by Urban· 

'Rural: 1994 

85 .10% 
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Figuro 1.4 Percentage Dis t ribution 
o f Tigray Rogion by Urban ­

Rural :2007 

80.40% 

1.3 Sex and Age Composition of the Population 

DUrban 

• Rural 

Demographic data that show the age and sex compositions of the populat ion are one of 

the basic information needed fo r different purposes. This sub-section provides the 

summary results of sex and age composit ions of the population obtc:incd from the 2007 

population and housing census for Tigray Region . 

1.3.1 Sex Composition of the Population 

Table 1.3 shows that at regional level the total number of females was slightly less than 

their male counterparts. The same is also true for the majority of the regions both in 1994 

and 2007. In Western Tigray Zone the number of males exceeds that of females both in 

urban and ru ral areas. 

The sex ratio is defined as the number of males per 100 females and it is an index used to 

express relative size of the sex composition of the population. A rat io greater than hundred 

shows an excess number of males than females. Sex ratios were calculated for each zone 

and by place of residence and the results are presented in Table 1.3 . As shO\vn in the table, 

the sex ratios for urban population are less than hundred except for western Tigray zone 

and in the rural areas the sex r;;tios were over hundred, 102.7 and 105.0 for the North 

western and western Tigray zones, respect ivelv· 
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Tabl~ 1.3 Ilistribulion of Population of Tigra)' Region by Zon~, Urban - Rural, Sex and Sex Ratto: 2007 

Urban + Rural Urban Rural 

Region/Zone Both ! 
Male T Female 

Sex Both I Sex Both I Sex 

Sexes Ratio Sexes Ratio Sexes Ralio 

Tigra), Region 4316966 2126465 2190523 97.1 844040 69.6 3472948 99 .0 

North Western Tigray 107999 65.1 
Zone 736605 368254 368551 99.9 626806 102.7 

Central Tigray Zone 1245624 613797 632027 97.1 176453 66.5 1069371 99.0 

Eastern Tigray Zone 755343 359638 395705 90.9 146064 63 .2 609279 92.6 

Southern Tigray Zone 1006504 497280 509224 97.7 125787 89.3 880717 98.9 

Western TlQray looe 356598 182571 174027 104.9 71823 104.7 284775 105.0 

Mekele Special lone 215914 104925 110989 94 .5 215914 94 .5 . . 

Figuro 1.5 Percenta ge Distribution of Population of Tigray Region by Sex Ra tio, 
Urban-Rural and Age Group: 2007 -+- Urban + Rural 

___ Urban 
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Figure 1.5 depicts sex ratios of the population of Tigray Region by age group and urban-

rural residence. As can be seen in urban areas sex ratios decline d as age a vances up to age 

group 25-29 and increase between age 30- 49 then dr ' ec me again until age 60-64. The sex 

ratios for rural and total decline between age groups 11-14 to . 35 39 and nse up to age 45 . 

49 and then decreased up to the middle of 50-54 and 55·59 d th . an en nse up for the rest of 

the age groups. 
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1.3.2 Age composition of the Population 

Age compos ition of is one of the very important demographic characteristics of the 

population. Among other advantages, in format ion on age is helpful to understand the size 

of population of school age, labor force, elderly, etc. A population pyramid is usually 

employed to show the age distributions of a given populat ion by sex. Figure 1.6 shows the 

distribution of the population of Tigray has a broad base that narrows down as age 

inrreases. This broad base of a pyramid indicates a characteristic which is typical of a 

population with high fertil ity. Figure 1.7 shows at Regiona l level there is a slight change in 

the age structure of the populat ion since 1994. The proportion of the population of 

working age group (15-64) and older age(65+) has shown very small increase In 2007. 

while the proportion of those in the dependent age group 0-14, though st ill high, and has 

declined from 44.8 percent in 1994 to 43.7 percent in 2007. 

Flguro 1 .6 Pyramid of TIgray Urban and Rural :2007 
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Figur e 1 .6. 1 pyr8'rn ld of Urben for Tig rey R egion: 2007 
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Figure 1 .6.2 Pyramid of R ural Tigray: 2007 
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Figure 1.7 Percentage Distribution of Population of Tirgray by Broad 
Age Group and Census Period 
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1.4 Household Composition of the Population 

In the census household is defined as a group of persons living together in the same 

housing unit or in connected premises and have a common cooking arrangements {eat 

together} . Th is sub-section provides information about the number of households and 

average household size of a region and zones. 

According to the 2007 census results, there were 989,512 households In the region and 

th is gives an average household size of 4.3 at regional level. The number of households of 

zones significantly varies in size ranging from 56,154 in mekele special zone to 279,272 in 

centra l Tigray lone. likewise, average household size also varies by zone and it ran ges from 

3.7 persons per household in Mekele special zone to 4.4 in North West Tigray lone . 
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As shown in Table 1.4, the average household sizes of the zones were almost the same 

. . . f 3 7 persons per household. 
except for Mekele special zone with the size 0 . 

Table 1.4 Distributions ofCon\'cntionaIHouseholds of Tigray Region by zones and their 

Co rrcsDondino 1)0 ulalian: 2007 
Urban + Rural ( 2007) 

1994 

Region/Zone No. of Household Household 

Persons Households Size Size 

Tigray Region 4.3 4.3 
Total 4288175 989512 

North Western 732758 166603 4.4 

Central 1239741 279272 4.4 4.4 

Eastern 752635 171810 4.4 4.4 

Southern 1002219 232316 4.3 4.1 

Western 353606 82757 4.3 

Mekele Soecial 207216 56754 3.7 

N. B the number of zones are Increased In the 2007 census. 

1.5 Headship Rates 

The term headship rates denote the ratio of the number of households of certain 

categories of the population to the total population of the corresponding category. In the 

census, a head of househo ld is any member of the household w ho is recognized as a head 

by members of the household irrespective of age, sex or other characteristics. The 2007 

census results presented in Table 1.5 indicat es that there were 989,512 household heads in 

the Tigray region and out of these, 683,789 (69.1 percent) and 305,723 {30.9 percent} were 

male and female heads, respectively. 
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Table 1.S Heads of Household s for Conventional Households by Age Group and Sex of 
Heads in Tigray Region · 2007 

Total 
Total Male Female 

Age Group Both sexes Male Female heads heads heads 

To tal 4,316,988 2,126,465 2,190,523 989,512 683,789 305,723 

0 - 4 630,862 320,265 310,597 - - -
5-9 641,674 324,557 317,117 - - -
10-14 613,806 314,868 298,938 - - -
15-19 496,217 244,567 251,650 16,811 6,545 10,266 

20-24 361,473 175,557 186,916 59,569 32,578 26,991 

25-29 285,841 127,993 157,848 101,622 72,572 29,050 

30-34 249,309 111,434 137,875 120,929 91,599 29,330 

35-39 225,087 103,756 121,331 126,766 95,659 31,107 

40-44 170,667 83,846 86,821 105.499 79,421 26,078 c--
45-19 137,813 67,205 70,608 87,899 64,571 23,328 

SO-54 125,628 57,711 67,917 83,805 55,58) 28,222 

55-59 94,965 49,)20 45,645 68,333 47,898 20,435 

60-64 91,)76 43,731 47,645 68,877 42,384 26,493 

65-69 67,471 35,351 32,120 53,5S4 34,274 19,280 

70-74 60,395 30,109 30,286 48,175 28,702 19,473 

75+ 63.404 36,195 27,209 47,673 32,003 15,670 

Figure 1.8 Male and female headship rate by Conventional Households by 
Age Group Tigray Region 2007 
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SECTION II 

ETHNIC GROUP, MOTHER TONGUE, RElIGIO N AND MARITAL STATUS 

2.1. Ethnic CompoSition of the Population 

Summary results that show the distribution of the popula tion of the regions by nation's 

nationalit ies/ethnic groups w it h a population of one thousand or more persons are presented 

in the Table 2.1 and Figure 2.1. As t able 2. 1 indica tes, t he Tigray ethnic groups comprise about 

96.5 percent of the total population of the Tigra y region. The eight eth nic groups altogether 

account for 3.5 percen t of the tota l population. 

Table 2.1. Percentage Distribution of Nations & National itiesl Ethnic Groups With One 
Thousand or more Persons Tigray Region: 1994 & 2007. 

1994 2007 
Popu lat ion Population 

Number % Number % 
TIgrie 4167815 96 .54 2971738 94.7S 
AHar 12314 0.29 7661 0.24 
Agew Hamyra 8270 0.19 14861 0.47 
Amhara 70562 1.63 81297 2.59 
Ad 2904 0 .07 0 0 
Irob 30549 0.71 0 0 
Kunama 2981 0.07 1819 0.06 
Oromo 7184 0. 17 3802 0.12 
$omalie 2110 0.05 0 0 



------------------------~ 
Figure 2.1. Percentage Distribu t ion of Nat ions & Nationalities! Ethnic 

Groups with One Thousend or More by Region in 1994 and 2007 
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2.2. Oistribution of the Populat ion by Mother Tongue 

_1999 

_2007 

Mother tongue is defin ed as the language used by a person for communication with his/her 

family members or guardians during his/her childhood. In Tigray region a number of mother 

tongue languages are spoken by different nations and nationalities. In t his summary report only 

mother tongue languages that had been spoken by one thousand and more people during 

childhood are shown. According to the result (Table 2.2), Tigrigna was t he single most dominant 

Mother Tongue in the region accounting for 95.1 percents of the population of the region. 

2.3. Religious Composit ion of the Populat ion 

Religion is an affiliation with a group having specific rel igious or spiritual tenet. It is an 

important soda-cultura l characteristiC of a population. Summary Table 2.3 and Figu re 2.2 show 

the religious affiliations of respondents as recorded in the 2007 census. 

Accordin6 to the resu lt s, the Orthodox and Is lam religion as the most dominant religion in the 

region (95.5 percent) and the Muslim was accounted for the pop:..:!ation 3.95 percent. 
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Table 2.2. Distribution of Major Mother Tongues In Tigray Region: 2007 

l anguages Number percent 
Affarigna 13443 0.31 

Agew-Awinigigna 1275 0 .03 

Agew-Kamvrnva 11268 0.26 

Amarigna 131811 3.05 

Ariena 3193 0 .07 

Irobigna 30078 0.69 

Kunamigna 3085 0.Q7 

Oromigna 3794 0 .09 

Somaligna 1270 O.oJ 

Tigrigna 4109513 95.19 

Foreign languages 4427 0.10 

Zonal distr ibution of the populat ion by religious composition shows that the Orthodox faith 

followers were predominant in all zones (95.5%). Whereas, Islam was relatively higher in 

Southern Tigray Zone and Mekele Special Zone compared to other zones. Protestant, Catholic 

and other fa iths were not greater than one percent as a whole. 

Figure 2.2 : The percentage Distribution of the Popu lation by Religions 

Afmat ian : Regional To tal 
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TiJble 2.3.Proportional Distribution of the Populat ion of Tigray Region and Zones by Religion: 

2007 

I Region Total Orthodox Protestant Catholic Islam Tradit ional 1 Other 

i TlGRAV ZONE 95.56 I 0.08 0.36 3 .95 0.00 0.03 

i NORTH WESTERN TIGRAY ZONE I 96.75 0.07 0.12 3.04 0.03 0.07 

t CENTRAL TIGRAY ZONE I 97.8 0 .03 0.01 2.07 0 0.06 

I EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 95.7 0.06 1.78 2.4 0.0 I 0.01 

SOUTHERN TIGRAV ZONE 92.15 0.04 0.01 7.78 0.0 0.00 

WeSTERN TIGRAY ZONE 96.24 0.04 0.02 3.7 0.01 0.01 

I MEKELE SPECIAL ZONE 92.7 0.76 0.4 6.03 0.01 0.11 

2.4. Marital Status 

Results of the 2007 census are classified under six categories of Marital Status (see Summary 

Tab le 2.4), for the popula tion aged ten years & above. Accordingly of the total 45.8 percent 

population was married, 42 percent never married & 5 percent divorced. Com paring the sex 

wise distribution, about 45 percent of females and 46 males were married. Similarly, about 50 

percent of the males and 35 percent of the females were never married. 

Table 2.4.Proportional Dist ri bution of the Popu lation of Tigray Region by Marital Status: 2007 

Regional 

I Never 
! I 

---, 

Tota l I Currently I Separat ed 
Widow! living 

Married M arried Divorced Widower Together I 
Both Sexes 42.01 I 45.88 1 5.23 1.21 5.3 0.35 

Male 49.68 I 46. 21 1.97 0 .6 1.2 0.3 

Female I 34.74 45.56 8.32 1.78 9.18 0.39 

looking Figure 2.3a the proport ions of never married persons fo r both sexes decrease with age. 

But compared to the males, the proport ion of the females' decrease sharply start ing from ages 

of 15-19 up to 30-34 then the proportion remain almost the Same for both sexes. 

The proportion of currently married persons (Figure 2.3b) increases with age up to age 35 the 

decreases with the Increase in age. The proportion of currently married females is higher, up to 
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age 35, and thep recomes lower than. For the males the proportions declines linearly from 

about ages 38 to 68. For the females the decline starts earlier at about the age of 30. 

The proportions of widowed persons increase with age for both sexes (figure 2.3c), but we can 

observe high proport ions of widowed females at each age, especially after about age 35 up to 

the age group 70-74. 
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figure 2.3a Proportion of Never Married persons by Age-Group and 
Sex : Tigray Region Total 
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Age Group 
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Figure 2.3b Proportion of Currently Married Persons by Age - Group 
and Sex: Tigray Region Total 
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SECTION III 

DISABILITY AND ORPHANHOOD 

This chapter presen ts data on Disability and Orphan hood statuses of the population. Both 

disability and orphan hood dat a were collected for every member of the household in the 2007 

Population and Housing Census. Three questions on disability status were included in the 

census questionnaire to measure the status, type and cause of disability. Similarly. two 

questions on orphan hood status were includE!d in the census quest ionnaire to measure the 

type and status of orphan hood. 

3.1 Disabil ity Status 

A person who was unable to carry out or limit ed in carrying out activities that others can do due 

to congenital or long term physical/mental disabitities was identified as a disabled person. But 

short te rm difficulties due to temporary conditions were excluded. In general, a person was 

defined as disabled if due to physical or mental injuries cou ld not fully perform activit ies that 

other healthy person could do. Based on th is ur~ definition, recommendations and the previous 

experiences, the following three basic questions; were administered in the 2007 Population and 

Housing Census. These are:-

i) Does (NAME) have a problem of see ing, hearing. speaking and/or 

standing/walking!se·ating, body parts movement, function ing of hands/legs or mental 

retardation or mental problem or other rnental/physical damages? 

ii) If yes, what is (NAME's) type of disabilit y or problem? and 

iii) What was the cause of (NAME's) disability? 

The above three questions on disability were developed in collaboration with the experts from 

the Minist ry of labor and Social Affai rs, the Con federation of the Oisabled and Addis Ababa 

University. 



The 2007 Population and Housing Census excludes the (ollowing persons from being cla ssified 

as disabled for they are being capable of performing act ivities that other healthy persons could 

do. Persons with one eye or one ear as long as the person is able to fully perform activities in 

the manner or with in the range considered normal for a human being. even if his/her other eye 

or ear is blind or defective, he or she is not considered as disabled person. Unlike in the 1994 

census leprosy, epilepsy, and mental problem (except mental retardation ) were not considered 

as disabil ity. However, they could be causes of disabilities. 

It is to be noted that in the 2007 population and housing census disability data were collected 

for every member of all the households (complete count) where as in the 1994 population and 

housing census information on disability were coll ected for every member from every fi fth 

households using long questionnaire on sample bas is. Hence, it is important t o note this 

difference when comparing the results of the 2007 census disability data with that of the 1994 

census result s. 

The following tables and graphs illustrate the summarized res.u lts of disabili ty data at in Tigray 

Region . 
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Table 3.1 Papulation by Sex, Disability Status, and Zones, with Disability Rate in Tigray Region: 2007 

Both Sexes Male Fema le 
At.l Disabjljty All Disability All 

Zones Person Disables Rate Person Disables Rate Person Disables 
Region Tota l 4316991 69017 1.60 2126466 35802 1.68 2190525 33215 

NORTH WESTERN TlGRAY 

ZONE 736805 11353 1.54 368254 5932 1.61 368551 5421 
CENTRAL TIGRAY ZONE 1245825 206),6 1.65 613798 10471 1.71 632027 10155 
EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 755344 13243 1.80 359638 6880 1.91 395706 6363 

SOUTHERN T1GRAY ZONE 1006504 14706 1.46 497280 7445 1.50 509224 7261 
WESTERN TIGRAY ZONE 356599 5527 1.55 182571 3138 1.77 174028 2389 
MEKElE SPECIAL ZONE 215914 3562 1.65 104925 1936 1.85 110989 1626 

Disability 

Rate SR 
1.52 107 .79 

1.47 109.42 

1.60 103.11 

1.60 108.12 

1 .42 102.53 

1.37 131.35 

1.46 119.07 



Figure 3.1 Sell Ratio of Disab~d Person by Zone in TIgray Region 
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Table 3.1 and Figure 3.1 show the levels and rat es of disability among zones and t he sex ratio of 

the disab led population. With regard to disability rate most of the zones have comparable rates 

ranging from 1.4 to 1.8. The rate is slightly higher (1.8) in East ern Tigray Zone and lower (1.46) 

in Sou thern Tigray Zone. When we see the sex ratio of the disabled population, the data 

revealed that in all the Zones and at regional level the rates of disability were higher among 

male than female. The highest sex ratio (Bl) was observed in Western Tigray Z~ne while t he 

lowest (102.5) was in Southern Tigray Zone. 
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Tablr 3.2 Populat ion by Su, Diiabi lity Status, I nd F'i,·c Yurs Age Group, With Diubilily Ilillr: 2007 Tigr.lV 
Region 

Ag, 
Group 

0·4 
5· 9 

10-14 

15· 19 

20 - 24 
25 - 29 

30 · 34 

3S - 39 

40 - 44 

45 ·49 

50 · 54 
55 · 59 

60 · 64 
65 - 69 
70·74 

75. 

Both Sexes 

An ; I Oisabled 
Persons Person 
630862 

641614 

613806 

496217 

362474 

285841 

249310 

225087 

170668 

137813 

125628 

94965 
91376 
67471 
60395 

63404 

1726 

3361 
4671 

5582 

4683 
4189 

4301 
4554 

4444 

3955 

4165 
3390 
4439 

3917 

4737 

6903 

Males 

AU 1 DiS<! bled 
Males Males 

320265 

324557 

314868 
244561 

175557 

127993 

U1434 

103756 

83847 
67205 

57711 

49320 
43731 

35351 
30109 

36195 

944 

1880 

2601 
3021 

2507 

2143 
2194 

2604 

2571 

2261 

1911 

1736 
1879 

1778 

2110 

3662 

Females 

All ; I 
Females 

310597 

317117 

298938 
251650 
186917 

157848 
137876 

121331 

86821 
70608 
67917 

45645 

47645 

32120 

30286 
27209 

Disabled 
FemOiles 

782 
1481 

2070 
2561 

2176 

2046 
2107 
1950 

J873 

169q 

2254 
1654 

2560 
2139 
2627 

3241 

Figure ) .2: OiSlibility Rates In TigraV Region by Sex and Ace 

1400 , 
• 1200 

• 1000 

, 
• 

, , , 

800 

600 

400 

200 

o 

Rate Per 1000 

Bolh 1 I 
Sexes Males Female~ 

27 

52 
76 

112 

129 

147 

173 

'"' 260 
287 
332 

357 
486 

581 

784 
1089 

29 
58 

83 

124 

143 

167 

197 
251 

307 

336 

331 

352 

430 

503 

701 

102 

25 
47 

69 
102 
116 

130 

153 

161 
216 

240 
332 

362 
S37 

666 

867 

1191 

__ F(.'m;ll~ 

o 0 - 45- 10- 15- 20- 25- 30- 35· 40- 45- 50- 55 - 60- 65 - 70· 7S . 
9 l~ 19 24 29 34 39 44 4' ~ ~ ~ 69 74 

Age Group 

23 



~ • 

Table 3.2 and Figure 3.2 show the number of disabled and rate of disabilit y by sex and age group at regional lever. As can be seen 

from Figure 3.2, disability among male was higher than that of female up to the age group 50-54, but in older ages starting from age 

group 55-59 the trend is reversed and disability among fema le was higher than that o f male having a continuous increase by age for 

both sexes. 

T:\blc 3 .3 Distribu t ion of Disabled I'ersons in Tigray Region by Type of Disab ility and Hegion 

Deaf No,, · fUflniolu,1 

and Upper of low •• 

Total Disabled Hearing Speaking unable UmlK. Grlppin&;, 
Handl"l, Suond1 ..... 

Population Vision Problem Proble • ." Problem speak W"lklfl Ot hers 

Region/Zone Number I % Number I % 
I~ umbe I 

r % Number I % 
Number I % 

Number % Number I % 

Region T atal 69017 100 20112 29.1 9394 14.0 1944 2.8 3500 5.1 28489 41.3 4533 6.6 
foolORTH WESTERN TIGRAYZONE 11353 100 3272 28.8 1652 15.0 336 3.0 692 6.1 4487 39.5 681 6.0 
CENTRAL TIGRAY ZONE 206Z6 100 6296 30.5 2989 14.0 563 2.7 1074 5.2 8007 38.8 1459 7.1 
EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 13243 100 4023 30.4 1664 13.0 346 2.6 557 4.2 5677 42 .9 932 7.0 
SOUTHERN TIGRAY ZONE 14706 100 4273 29.1 1979 13.0 436 3.0 726 4.9 6110 41.6 865 5.9 
WESTERN TIGRAY ZONE 5527 100 1292 23 .4 823 15.0 187 3.4 363 6.6 2356 42 .6 267 4.8 

MEKElE SPECIAL ZONE 3562 100 956 26.8 287 8.0 76 2.1 88 2.5 1852 52.0 329 9.2 
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Figure 3.3 Percentage Distribution of Disabled Persons by Type of Disability in 
Tigray Region 

29.1 

41 3 

Hearing Probl(!m Speaking Probl(!m Non- FunctiOl'\il1 
Upper of lower 

Disability Type 

• 

Others 

Table 3.3 and Figure 3.3 present data on disabled population by type at zonal and 

regional level. According to the results in table, Mekele Special Zone, Western Tigray 

Zone and Eastern TIgray Zone recorded the highest disabi lity types of Non-functional 

lower or Upper limbs, GriIJPillg, Handling, Standing, Walking which accounts for 52 

percent, 42.6 percent and 42.9 percent, respectively. Eastern Tigray Zone, Central 

Tigray Zone and Southern Tigray Zone regions are also recorded the highest disability 

types of Difficulty of seeing and Blindness which accounts for 30.4 percent, 30.5 percent 

and 29.1 percent, respectively. Figure 3.3 illustrates the major types of disability at 

regional leve l. As shown in the figu re only two major types of disabilities were 

accounted for more than 70 percent of the total disability types. The highest disability 

type was non-funct ional Lower or Upper limbs (, Gripping, Handling. Standing, and 

Walking) and followed by vision problem with the proport ion of 41.3 percent and 29.1 

percent respectively. 
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Table 3.4 and Figure 3.4 show at zona l and regional level about 40.6 percent of the 

causes of disability were not known. Postnata l or Other diseases were the major cause 

of disability. More than 18.3 percent of disability respondents reported postnatal or 

other diseases as a cause of their disability. According to the 2007 census results, vehicle 

accident was said to be the least cause of disability. It accounts for 1.4 percent of the 

total cause of disabi lity. There were also zonal variations of Vehicle Accident as a cause 

for disability. Nearly 1 percent of North Western and Central Tigray Zones reported 

vehicle accident as a cause of disability, while Mekele Special Zone report~d about three 

percent. 

3.2 Orphan hood Status 

The continuous increase in social problem due to orphan hood in Ethiopia and i he n:;t s 

of topics suggested in the Principles and Recommendations for Population and Housing 

Census has brought an idea of collect ing information on orphan hood in the 2007 

Populat ion and Housing Census. Accordingly all child ren under 18 years were asked two 

basic questions on orphan hood status in the 2007 Populat ion and Housing Census. 

These are: 

i. " Is (NAME's) biological mother alive?" and 

Ii. "Is (NAME's) biologica l father alive?" 

Using the answers for these two questions, children have been classified as orphaned or 

non-orphaned. Based on these, child ren less than 18 years are said to be orphaned if 

they have lost one or both of their parenti s) by death. Hence, Orphan hood can be 

defined as the condition of being a child without Hving biological parents or a chi ld 

deprived by death of one or usually both of his/her biological parents. 

fo r the presentation purpose the data are summarized as mother only al ive, father only 

alive, both parents deceased and both alive 
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It is important to note that orphan hood status of children is con sidered only in re lat ion 

to thei r biological parents, but not attached to other kinship relations or other 

situations. 

Table 3.5 presents the number of children less than 18 years of age by survivorship of 

parents, Zone and sex. Figure . 3.5 shows among child ren aged less than 18 years the 

highest proportion of children with mother on ly alive was found in Mekele Special Zone 

(9.5 percent) followed by Western Tigray Zone (7.7 percent). 

Table 3.6 presents children under 18 years of age by orphanhood status of parents, sex 

and single year of age at regional level. Figure .3.6 depicts that among chi ldren aged 

under 18 years the proportion of children who reported to have father only alive was 

found to be the highest in Western Tigray Zone (2.5 percent) . 

As can be seen on Figure 3.7 the highest proportion of ch ildren less than 18 years of age 

who reported to have been deprived of both paren ts by ~eath was highest in Mekele 

Special Zone (3.1 percent) but the lowest was observed for Centeral Tigray Zone (1.1 

percent) . 
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I 3.s P f Tab e . roomlon 0 Survivorshi of Parents for less than J 8 years of ARC by Zone and Sex in TlI.rav RHion: 2007 
Children 
Under 18 Both Father Both 
Years of Parents Mother Only Parents Not 

Zones ""- Alive onlv Alive Alive Deceased stated 
Region Total 
Both Sexes 2177009 1959720 142232 42977 29834 2246 
Male 1107606 997057 72603 21622 15101 1223 
Female 1069403 962663 69629 21355 14733 1023 
NORTH WESTERN TIGRAY ZONE 

Both Sexes 374820 337754 23478 8629 4627 332 
Male 191134 171960 12139 4452 2400 183 
Female 183686 ]6S794 11339 4177 2227 149 
CENTRAL TJGRAY ZONE 

Both Sexes 634371 577392 38046 11175 7278 480 
Male 322421 293684 19217 5620 3652 248 
Female 311950 283708 18829 5555 3626 232 
EASTERN TlGRAY ZONE 

Both Sexes 392944 353496 26742 7044 5295 367 
Male 199285 179382 13563 3514 2662 164 
Female 193659 174114 13179 3530 2633 203 
SOUTHERN TIGRAY ZONE 

Both Sexes 512934 462996 32251 9697 7414 576 
Male 262450 236753 16646 4938 3781 332 
Female 250484 226243 15605 4759 3633 244 
WESTERN TlGRAY ZONE 
Both 5exes 176360 155592 13580 4398 2548 242 
Male 90413 79703 7038 2190 1322 160 
Female 85947 75889 6542 2208 1226 82 
M EKElE SPECIAL ZONE 
Both 5exes 85580 72490 8135 2034 2672 249 
Male 41 903 35575 4000 908 1284 136 
Female 43677 36915 4135 1126 1388 113 
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Figure 3.5 Children Less t han 18 Years w ith Mother Only Alive~ 
Zone :2007 
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Figure 3.6 Perce ntage of Children with Fathers Only Alive in Tlcray Rltc10n 
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Figure 3.7 : Children Under 18 Years with Both Parents Deceased by Zone 
:2007 
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Table 3 6 Children under 18 Years of Ale bV Orphan hood Statu se a dS' I Ase in Tillny Regicn: 2'J01 '. • " inC e 

Children 

Under 18 "''' 80th 
Years of Parents M other Father Parents 

Agel Sex ... Alive only Alive only Alive Deceased Not Stated 

TIGRAY REGION 
Both 

Sexes 2177009 1959720 142232 42977 29834 2246 
0 119603 116895 1226 52' 705 253 
1 113812 110976 1585 611 634 6 
2 128436 124113 266S 818 817 23 

3 136531 131176 3265 1134 938 18 
4 132480 126026 4138 1371 923 22 

5 136052 127867 5189 1816 1123 57 
6 128829 120393 5503 1811 1096 26 
7 129150 118911 6781 2101 1327 30 
8 122321 110386 8017 2423 1466 29 
9 125322 112110 9085 2575 1535 17 

10 150955 132566 12520 3473 2278 118 
II 101121 88263 8648 2519 1682 9 
12 134274 114963 12864 3839 2572 36 
13 119263 101060 12062 3635 2432 7' 
14 108193 90454 11671 3521 2484 63 

15 109880 89055 13220 3905 2743 957 

16 101076 81468 12989 3742 2752 125 
17 79711 63038 10804 3159 2327 383 
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SECTION IV 

EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERI STICS 

This chapter discusses the educational characterist ics of the population of TIgray Region based 

on 2007 Population and Housing Census results. In this census, three questions regarding 

education and literacy status we re asked: these are status of school attendance, educational 

attainment and literacy status. The summary results attempt to provide information on school 

attendance and literacy status of the population obtained from the 2007 along with the results 

of the 1994 census to facilitate comparisons in orde r to be able to understand the changes that 

have been occurred over a period of time. 

4.1 Literacy Status by Sex and Zone 

In the census, literacy is defined as the ability to read with understanding and write in any 

language. This sub-sect ion presents information on literacy status of the population as of 

May/2S, 2007. Table 4.1 presents the literacy rates of population aged ten years and above by 

sex and zone obtained from the two censuses (2007 and 1994). As can be seen from the table, 

less than half (32.9 percent) of the population of Tigray Region were lit erate in 2007. The 

proportions of literate persons by sex show the existence of wider gap between sexes. less 

than half or 44.4 percent of males were literate while the proportion of literate females (22.2 

percent) was far less than their male counter parts .The corresponding figures for the 1994 

census were 20.5 percent for both sexes and 27.8 percent and 13.6 percent for male and 

female respectively (Figure 4.1) .These shows that there were substantial improvements in the 

literacy status of the population of each sex in general and of females in particular in the last 12 

years. 

Table 4.2 presents the percentage distribution of literate populat ion by age group. The data 

shows that there were considerable disparities in the literacy status by age. 

That is, the literacy rates decline as age increases for both sexes and found to be extremely low, 

barely slightly higher than one out of 10 persons ,at older ages beyond age group SO-54 literacy 



rates were very high among population in the young age groups of 10~ 14 and 15· 19 and the 

same was true for both sexes. 

Table 4.1 Percentage Dist ribution of literate population aged 10 Years and above by 

Sex and Region: 2007 

Percent literate (2007) Percent literate (1994) 

Both Sex I I Female 

Both 
Ma'el Fcm::lle Zone Male Sex 

Tlgray Region 32.9 44.4 22.2 20.47 27.8 13.61 

Western 25.9 35.2 15.4 13.2 18 8.33 

Central 34.9 47.7 23.3 20.75 28.68 13.28 

Eastern 38.1 53.2 26.3 25.45 35.9 16.27 

Southern 25 .9 35.6 16.9 22 .93 30.11 16.36 

North Western 27.8 37.7 18.0 

Mekele :ieecial 62.9 78.1 49.6 

N. B the number of zones are increased in the 2007 census 

Figure 4. 1 Percentage Distribution of Uterute Person by 5e)( und Census 
Period in Tigray Region 
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Ta bl e 4.2 Population 10 Years old and above by literacy rate, sex and Five Year Age Group 

Regional Level. 

Both Sexes Mille Female Percent literate 

AU literate AU literate AU l iterate Both 
he Group Persons f'crson:; Ma!es Males Females Female$ Sexes M.~ Female 

Region 
TOlal 3044558 1456904 1481704 845570 1562854 611334 47.9 57.1 

10.·14 613806 432831 314868 213708 298938 219123 70.5 67.9 
15· 19 4962 J7 342774 244567 174365 251650 168409 69.1 71.3 
20 - 24 3621173 218676 175557 121964 186916 967 12 60.3 69.S 
25 - 29 285&11 133232 127993 82540 157848 50692 46.6 64 .5 
30·34 249309 90209 111434 63209 137875 27000 36.2 56.7 
35·39 225121 76169 103756 55070 121365 21099 33.8 53.1 
40 · 44 170712 49870 83846 40546 86866 9324 29.2 48.4 
45 - 49 137867 34937 67275 28824 70592 6113 25.3 42.8 
50 - 54 125630 24149 57706 20365 67924 3784 19.2 35.3 
55 - 59 94978 t6840 493 26 1444' 45652 2392 17.7 29.3 
60-64 91412 12%8 43752 10681 47660 2287 14.2 24.4 
65 - 69 67457 9187 35339 7739 32118 1448 13.6 21.9 
70 - 74 60380 6896 30096 5650 30284 1246 114 18.8 
75+ 63355 8166 36189 6461 27166 1705 12.9 17.9 

4.2 School Attendance 

Household members aged five years and above In the sample household were asked about 

stat us of their school attendance i.e., whether they were att ending school during enumeration, 

attended in the past or have never attended any forma l education. 

As ca n be secn from t he Table 4.3, in t he 2007 the proport ion of curren t school attendance 

shows significant increment as compared to the 1994 census results (14.6 percent in 1994 

against 26.3 perce nt in 2007). Mekele Special Zone had the highest percentage (39.7 percent) 

of stu dents who were attending school at the time of t he census followed by cast ern Tlsray 

Zone and Central Tigray Zone with the proport ions of 36.9 percent and 27 percent, respectively. 

On t he other hand, Western Tigray Zone and North Western Tigray Zone had lowest percentage 

of currently attending school and the proport ions were 16.5 percent and 19.6 percent, 
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respectively. Among the rest of t he lones, slight ly higher rate than t he region t otal average was 

observed in Central Tigray Zone. 

Figure 4.2: Pe rce ntage Oistr ibu1ion of population 5 Years old and Above Curre ntly 
Atte nding by Zone in Tigray Region : 2007 and 1994 
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Table 4.3: Percentage Distribution of Popul"tion 5 Years old and above Currently Atte nding School by Sex and 
Zone in TJgray Region: 1994 a nd 2007. 

2007 1994 

AU Persons All Pe rsons 

Region/Zones Total 2007 Male Female Total 1994 Male Female 

Regio~ Teta! 26.3 28 .6 24 14.56 18.33 '10.96 

NORTH WESTERN TlGRAY ZONE 19.6 20 .7 18.5 

CENTRAL TIGRAY ZONE 27 29.3 24 .8 15.67 18.95 12.6 

SOUTHERN TlGRAY ZONE 22.5 25.1 201 15.67 18.95 12.6 

EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 36.9 41.4 32.9 19.34 25.57 13.73 

WESTERN TIGRAY ZONE 16.5 18.6 14.4 8.90 11.09 6.68 

MEKELE SPECIAL ZONE 39 .7 42 .2 37.3 

The proportions of current school attendance also vary by sex both in 1994 and 2007. like 

the previous census results, in the 2007 census also the proportions were higher for males 

at regional level (28.6 percent against 24 percent ). 
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Especially, in Eastern Tigray Zone the disparities between sexes were quite slgnificallt in 1994 

and surprisingly, including th is zone the participations of females surpassed males as observed 

from the 2007 census results. 

Table 4.4 presents the distributions of the population by status of school attendance and 

urban-rural residence. As expected, the proportions of current IV attending school and also 

those attended in the past as well decl ine as age advances. The proportions were higher for the 

age groups 10-14 and 15-19 and then sudden IV dropped to much lower rates beyond the age 

group 20-24 at country level, in urban and rural areas. 

The varia t ions In the proportions of current school attendant by age between urban and rural 

areas were very large particularlv were pretty high beyond 20-24. Moreover, the results in 

Table 4.4 show that the proportions of currently attending school young girls of age less than 

15 years were Slight ly higher than the boys both in urban and rural areas. But the reverse was 

the case for those aged 15 years and above. 

However, the proportions fema les who reported to have attended school in the past were 

higher than the ir male counter parts for the young girls under 15 years and for those of higher 

ages, 20 years and above both in urban and rural areas. 

The proportions of never attended were high among children aged 5-9 years particularly in 

rural areas then decreases with increase in age until age 20-24 and rise again starting from 25 

onward. The proportions of never attended were higher among females for all age group 

except for those in the age group 10-14 years both in urban and rural areas (Figures 4.3a - 4.3c). 
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Table 4 .4 Percentage Distribut ion of Population Five Years old and above by School 

Att d 5 d5 · r R· 2007 en ance t atus an exm Igray eglon: 

Prop. Currently Attending Prop. Attendina in the Past Prop. Never Attending 

Total I Male I Female 
AR.e Group Total I Male I Female Total -, Male I Female 

Urban- Rural 

5.-9 

10.-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

3D' 
URBAN 

5.·9 

10.-14 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

3D. 
Rural 

5.·9 
10.-14 

15·19 

20-24 

25-29 

30+ 
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Figure 4 .3b: ropuJation 5 Years and Over by School Attendace ,sex and Age Group : 
Z007 { Attending in the past ) 
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5.1 Introduction 

SECTION V 
ECONOMIC ACTIVITY STATUS 

According to the 2007 Population and Housing Census, the term economic activity status refers 

to the size and dist ribution of the work force o f economically active and non active popula tion. 

Persons aged t E~n years and over who were engaged or available to be engaged in the 

production of eCIJnomic goods and services during a given reference- period were classified as 

economica lly active, while those who were neit her engaged nor available to be engaged in the 

production of economic goods and services during a given reference period were considered as 

economically non.active. 

In the 2007 Population and Housing Census, both t he current and usual status approaches were 

used in urban and ru ral areas in the collect ion of data on economic activity status. The main 

diffarence betwel~n the two approaches is the length of the reference periods, that is, thlC 

current status approach refers to the shert reference period o f the last seven days while the 

usual status approach refers to t he long reference period of t he last twelve months prior to the 

census date. 

In this census, economiC activity is defined as work, which involves the production of goods and 

lor services for s.:l le or exchange. In addition, production of Bood:; and services for own 

consumption or own use is considered as economic activity. ThesE~ include production of 

primary products (agriculture, hunting, fishing, forestry and logging, and mining and Quarrying), 

for own consumption; processing of primary products by the producers themse lves; production 

of other commodities where part of it is sold on the market; and own account construction and 

fixed asset formation (expected life use of one year or more). Such economic activities could be 

performed for an individual, family or private enterprise, government establ ishment andl social 

organization. 

For generating data on unemployment, an opt ion of the completely relaxed which is based on 

both seeking and availability cri t eria of unemployment definition is used in the 2007 Population 



and Housing Census. The completely relaxed definition of unemployment refers to persons 

without work but willing to take up work for wage or salary in loca lly prevail ing term. In other 

word, the unemployed population consists of those who were not working but currently 

available for work during the reference period. This includes those who were and were not 

actively seeking for work or discouraged job seekers. 

5. 2 Economic Activity Rate 

The 2007 census result of Tigray region show that the economic activity rates are higher in 

rural areas where most persons are se lf-employed in their fa rms or other act ivity than in the 

urban areas where some special ized skills are required for access to employment. Urban 

disparities in economic activity according to sex are wider than in the rural areas (5ee Figure 

S,l) , 
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Figure 5. 1 Economic Activ it Rate by Sex in Tigray Region 
:2007 
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During the 2007 census, about seven persons out of 10 of economically active age were 

recorded as having been economically active during the referenc~ period considered. In 

general, Tigray Region men were found to be more economically active than the women (71.2% 

against 58.5%) (See Figure 5.1). 
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figure 5.2 Economic Activity Rate by Sex and Zone in TIg, ay ReBion : 2007 
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As it is seen in Figure 5.2, the highest economic act ivity rates almost of the same proportion 

were recorded in western Tigray zone, North western Tigray zone, and Cen tral Tigray zone 

while the lowest rates were generally observed in the Mekele Special Zone. This may have been 

due to the area is urban. Wide disparities among the sexes were observed in almost all zones 

but more pronounced in the entire urban zone of Mekele Special Zone as we ll as in the North 

Western Tigray zone. But the Smallest difference in economic activity participation by sex was 

noticed in Eastern Tigray zone. 
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Figure 5.3 shows economic activity rate by age group in rural and urban areas of Tigray 

Region. Participation in economic activity was observed to start rather early in Tigray Region 

especially among the rural children, where above four out of every 10 of them were E!!re:!cy 

active at age 10 years as opposed to one out of 10 urban children. However, economic 

activity rates are found to increase rapid ly with age for both rural and urban areas such that 

by age 25, more than 8 of every 10 rural persons and more than 7 of 10 urban persons are 

economically active. These rates remain as high up till age 45 for urban and almost age 60 for 

rural. In other words ru ral persons in Tigray Region's spend all thei r lives working. 

5.3 Employment Status 

Employment status of a person indicates the ievel of involvement and degree of decision­

making in respective activity. In this census, employment status is classified as paid 

employees (Government employees, NGO's employees and domestic employees) and other 

employees (self employed, unpaid family workers, appren tice, members of cooperatives and 

others). 
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Figure 5.4 Paid and Unpaid Employed Persons by broad Age Cat~8ory in n gray 
Region : 2007 
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As it can be seen in Figure 5 4 overa ll , barely 12 persons out of every 100 economica lly act ive 

and employed persons were paid employees in Ethiopia. More unexpectedly, there are 

slightly less paid employees among the 3~-59 year age segment than among the younger 

generation of the economically active generation (10-29). However, the fact that a higher 

number of young persons have more diverse ski lls have improved their chances of access to 

paid employment (12.4%) than it is the case among elder ly persons (5.9%) which may be 

grouped as pensioners (See Figu re 5.4). 

When one examines the case of all persons in paid employment, it is evident that at the 

young ages, though there are relatively fewer persons in paid employment, there are fewer 

disparities among the sexes. There are proportionally as many young gi rls as boys in pa id 

employment be fore age 20 years. 
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Figure 5.5 Percentage of Paid Employed Persons by Age GrouI' and 5ex in ngrav Region 
;2007 
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However, as the age increases, there were more males in paid employment than females. The 

highest proport ions of persons in paid employment are to be found in the 20-30 year age 

segment . Beyond 60 year age segment, the difference in proportion t ends t o diminish gradually 

such that as from age GO, barely 8 males and 3 females out of every 100 economically active 

persons were in paid employment (See Figure 5.5). 
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Figure 5 .6 Unemp loyment Rat e by Place of Residen ce in Tigray 
Region : 1994 a nd 2007 
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SECTION VI 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND CO NDITIONS 

In the 2007 Popula tion and Housing Census housing unit is defined as a separate and 

independent place of abode intended for habitat ion or not intended for habitation but 

occupied as a living quarter by a household at the time o f the census. A housing unit may at the 

time of census be occupied by one or more households or may be used partially for living partly 

used for establ ishment. This definition of housing unit is consistent with the 1994 census. 

Housing information was collected for all occupied residential and partially residential housing 

units on 20 percen t sample bases. During the enumeration, when a housing unit was occupied 

by more than one household, enumerators were instructed to collect information on housing 

from one household only. 

6.1 Structural Type of Housing Units 

As can be seen from Tables 6.1a, 6.1b (See Annex) and Figure 6.1 the 2007 census results 

show that at regional level 98.1 percent of housing units were permanent type. The 

corresponding fjgures for urban and rural areas were 97.35 percent and 98.34 percen t 

respectively. On the other hand, improvised, mobile and other type of housing unit 

constituted 1.81 percent, 0.09 percen t and 0.00 percent, respectively. 

The proportions of permanent type of housing units are almost simi lar in all zones of TigrJy 

region. In urban areas of the region more than 97 percent of the housing units were 

permanent type. 
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Figure 6 .1 Perce ntage of Housing Unit bV ,Regionallevel:2007 

,-' 
+ 

------
-------

:0, 

pCrr}lJnnct Improv ,~cd Mobile Other 

Type of Housing Unit 

• regional 

. Lrban 

Rura l 

Figure 6.2 shows that the proportions of permanent housing units hove slightly changed over 

time increasing from 96.7 percent in 1994 to 97.3 percent in 2007. On ~he other hand, the 

proportIons of improvised, mobile and other type 0/ housing urit hove almo!!t remained the same 

(2.7 percent, 0.1 percent and 0.1 percentin 1994 versus 2.6 percent, 0.1 pefCent and 0.1 percent 

;n 2007). 

Figure 6.2: Percent age Distribution of Housing Unit by Type 
be tween 1994 and 2007: Regiona l level 
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6.2 Source of Drinking Water 

From the 2007 Population and Housing CeHslJs results shown in Table 6.2 (See Annex) and 

Figure 6.3 b~low, households living in about 63.8 percent of the housing units were using safe 

drinking water supply as the main source of drinking water at Regional level. Table 6.3 also 

indicates that at regional level households living in urban housing units were much more likely 

(96.2 percent) to have used sa fe water as a main source of drinking water as compared to 

households hving in rural housing units (53.S percent). 

In terms of access to safe drinking water as a main source of dnnkmg wa ter, there were 

significant disparities between housing units in urban and rural areas. Table 6.2 shows in urban 

are<'ls of each z')ne close to 95 percent or more of the housing units (excppt Western Tigray 

Zone, 88%) had access to sa fe water supply as a main source of drinking water. Whereas, in the 

ru ral area the proportion were less than fifty percent in two zones. In other word, half or 

slightly less of the proportions of rural households were getting drinking water mainly from 

unprotected well or sprlOg and fiver/lake/pond. 

In general, there were disparities 10 access to safe water among zones both in urban and rural 

areas. At regional level, more than 98 percent of the housing in Mekele Special Zone had 

access to safe water facilities as opposed to only about 53.4 percent in Western Tigray Zone 

(See Figure 6.4). 
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F1cure 6 .3 Percent.ce Distribution of HouslnC Units by S~fe Drlnklnc W.ter Suppl.y 
,Re c ion~ 1 level: 2007 
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Over aU, as shown in Figure 6.4 more of the housing units in Mekele Special Zone, Eastern 

Tigray Zone, and Southern Tigray Zone had access to safe water facility as a main source for 

drinking water. But almost half of the housing units in Western Tigray Zone and North Western 

Tigray Zone had sa fe water supply. 
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Fizure 6.4 Percentage Oistribution of Housing Unit hy sa fe Orinking VoJater and 
ZOlle : 2007 
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Figure 6.5 shows that there were consIderable improvements In access to safe water over the 

last 12 years. At regional level, the proportion of housing units which had safe water facility has 

increased from about 21.2 percent in 1994 to 96.2 percent in 2007. 

On the other hand, at regional level there were dramatic declines in the proportions of housing 

units which had access to unprotected well/spring and river/lake/pond as a main source of 

drinking water from about 36.3 percent and 42. 2 percent in 1994 to 2.4 percent and 1.4 

percent in 2007, respectively. 
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Figure 6.5: Percentage Distribution of Housing Units by Safe Water as 
a Source of Drinking between 1994 and 2007 
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6.3 Type of Toilet Facility 

According to the result of the 2007 censuses, the majority of the housing unit (about 76.1 

percent) in Tigray region had no facility. Table 6.3 (see annex) and Figure 6.6 reveal that about 

50.2 percent of housing units in urban and 15.4 percent in rura l areas had a toilet facility. the 

proportions of housing units that had toilet vary by zone anu place of residence. In all zone, 

except Mekele Special Zone (which had no ru ral parts) urban housing units were more likely to 

have a toilet faCility than housing units in the rural areas. Moreover, zonal variations were 
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significant and it ranges from 8 percent in Eastern Tigray Zone to 62.3 percent in Mekele Special 

Zone. 
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Figure 6.6 Percentage Distribution of Housing Unit With Toilet Facility 
,Regional level: 2007 
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Figure 6.8 shows that at regional level the proport ion of housing unit s with toilet facility have 

increased from 7.9 percent in 1994 to 23.9 petcent in 2007. 

--
Figu re 6.8 : Pe rc:e ntc1ge Distr ibutioo of Housing Units: by 

AVc1 ilc1bility of Toile t Fac:ility bet~een 1994 and 2007 in Tlgray 
region 
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6.4 Status of Occupancy 
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As depicted in Table 6.4 (See Annex), at regional level 96.9 percent of the housing units were 

occupied by one household only, about 2.9 percent by two households drlu 0,16 percent of 

the housing units were occupied three or more households, respect ively. More than 96.0 

percent of the housing units in rural and urban areas of the region were occupied by one 

household. 

6.5 Type of Li ghting 

In the 2007 census in format ion on the type of ligh ting was collected in urban and rural areas 

.The Summary results are presented in Table 6.5 (See Annex). The result shows that at regional 

level 23.3 percent of housing units were using electricity for lighting. As expected there are very 

large discrepancies between urban and ru ral in terms of the type of lighting. 
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Figure 6.9 : Percentage Distribution of Housing Unit s w ith Electricity 
as Source of lighting Regional level 2007 
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As shown in Tab le 6.5 (See Annex) and Figure 6.9, about Tigray Zone eighty percent 

of the housing units in urban areas except Western reported as to have elect ricity 

compared with only 3.6 percent housing units of rural areas. Moreover, Figure 6.10 

indicates that the proportions of housing units in urban area with electricity have 

increased from 48.4 percent in 1994 to 85.4 percent in 2007. 

p 
, 
p 

p 

o 
, 

o 

n 

Figure 6. 10 Pe rcentage Distribution of Housing Units With Electricity ilS Source 
of liehting for Urban Areas in Tigray Region betwee n 1994 and 2007. 
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6.6 Tvpe of Waste Disposal 

Type of waste disposal is one the information collected in the 2007' census. The results for 

urban areas Presented in Table 6.6 (See Annm() shows that at regionallevpl 28.6 percent of the 

households residing in the housing units of urban areas were using open space behind the 

housing unit to dispose solid wastes whereas ,53.6 percent said the wastes were collected by 

MunicipalitY/Private/indivIdual, and 9.56 percent said they burry/ burn . 

The proportion of households who were usin8 open space behind the housing unit ranges from 

about 18.6 percent in Eastern Tigray Zone to 4·0.4 percent In North Western Tigray Zone. 
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6.7 Type of Tenure 

Tenure refers to the arrangements under which the household occupied its living quarters. In 

Tigray Region about 74.1 percent of the housing units were owner occupied as observed from 

the 2007 Population and Housing Census result . Figure 6.12 shows that smaller proportion of 

housing units in urban areas were owner occupied (about 36.7 percent) as compared housing 

unit s in rura l areas (86 percent). 

The type of tenure system also varies by Zones. As can be seen from Table 6.7 (See Annex) and 

Figure 6.13 the highest proportion of owner occupied housing units was observed in Western 

Tlgray Zone (about 47.2 percent ), followed by Southern Tigray Zone (42 percent) where as the 

lowest proportion of owner occupied housing units were found in Mekele Special Zone ( 32 

percent) . 
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6.8 Household Durable Goods 

Tables (See Annex) 6.8, 6.9 and 6.10 provide information on the proport ion of households 

possessing three household durable goods by urban-rural residence. These indicators are 

usually considered as a proxy measure of the socia-economic status of households. 

6.8.1 Availability of Rad io 

According to the 2007 census results, in Tigray Region 61.3 percent of the housing unit had 

radio. There is urban-rural variation in the proportion of availability of radio. Households 

residing in about 68.5 percent of urban housing units had radio as compared 30.1 percent of 

housing units in rural (See Table 6.8 on the Annex and Figure 6.14). The possession of radio also 

considerably varies by zone. The proportions range from 24.8 percent in Southern Tigray Zone 

to 71.8 percent in Mekele Special Zone. 
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riglJr~ 6.14 PefC~nlage Oislribution' 0/ Housing Units by Allollabilfty 
0/ Radio in rl&r~v Regtan: 2007 
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Figure 6.15 Percentage Diistribution of Housing Units by Availability of 
Rad io and Zone for Urban Areas: 2007. 
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Figure 6.16 show that there was significant increase in the proportion of housing units that had 

radio in the last 12 years and the percentage increase was 47.5 percent (13.8 percent in 1994 

and 61.3 percent in 2007). 
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Figure 6.16 Percent.1ge Distribution of Housing Units w ith R.1dio In 
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Avoilability of Television 

Figure 6.17 indicates about 5.8 percent of total the housing units in Tigray Region, 23.1 percent 

in urban and about 0.3 percent in rura l areas had television. As can be seen from Figure 6.18 

the proportion of the housing units that had television varies by lone. Only 8.3 percent of 

housing units had television in Western Tigray Zone as compared to 42.6 percent of housing 

units in Mekele Special Zone. 

r-- ~gure 6.17 PerCenl09f! distributIon 01 Housing Units by A lIoilobiMy 
o/TelevJsion in Tigray Region: 2007 
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Figure 6.18 :Percentage Distr ibution of Housing Units by Availability 

of Television in Urban Are as and Zonal l evel of ngr3Y Region: 

2007 
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The proportion of household owning television went up from 2.5 percent in 1994 to 27.5 

percent in 2007. (See Figure 6.19). 
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Fisu re 6 .19: Percentage D istribution of H ousing Unit by Availability of 
Tele vison in Tigray REgion be tween 1994 and 2007 
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6.8.3 Avai labilit y of Telephone 

As Table 6.10 (See Annex) and Figure 6.20 fndicate 4 percent of the housing units of the Tigray 

Region had telephone. The households residing in urban area housing unit.s had a higher 

proportion (about~.l percent) as compared to households residing in rura l area housing units .. 
(0.2 percent). The data reveal that Mekele Special Zone has the highest telephone distribution 

of 26.1 as compared to the Western ngray Zone whIch was the lowest 5 percent in housmg 

units. 
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Figure 6.21 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units by Availability 
of Telephone Regional Level:2007 
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The proportion of household owning telephone went from 2.4 percent in 1994 to 16.1 percent 

in urban areas in 2007. (See Figure 6. 19). 
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Figure 6.22 Percentage of Distribution of Housing Unit with 
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Tab/~ 6.Jo Percen tage DIstribution a/ Housfng Units by Typ~, lane and Urban Areas in Tigray Region: 2007 

~o/ Housing Unit 

Geogrophlcal Area Tota l Conventional -.l 'T.e!0vised I Mobile I Others 
TIGRAY-REGION 100.00 98.10 1.81 0.09 0.00 
Urban 100.00 97.35 2.59 0 .06 0.00 
NORTH WEST TIGRAY-ZONE 100.00 98 .59 1.38 0.02 0.00 
Urban 100.00 98.83 1.17 0.00 0.00 
CE NTRAL TIGRAYZONE 100.00 98.62 1.32 0.05 0.00 
Urban 100.00 97 .73 2.20 0.08 0 .00 
EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 100.00 98.63 1.33 0 .04 0.01 
Urban 100.00 98.23 1.71 0.05 0.01 
SOUTHERN TIGRAY ZONE 100.00 97.82 1.99 0.18 0.01 
Urban 100.00 96.35 3.60 0.03 0,01 
WESTERN TlGRAY-ZONE 100.00 95.69 4.07 0.24 0.00 
Urban 100.00 94.55 5.40 0.05 0.00 
MEKELF TOWN SPECIAL-ZONE 100.00 97.07 2.84 0.09 0.00 
Urban 100.00 97.07 2.84 0.09 0.00 

Table 6 .Jb Percentage Distribution 0/ Housing Units by Type, 20ne and Rural Area in Tigroy Regions: 1007. 

Type 0/ HouslnQ Unir 
GeoqrODhlca/ Area Total Conventional I Improvised I Mobi le I Others 
TIGRAY-REGION 100.00 98.10 1.81 0.09 0.00 
Rura l 100.00 98 .34 1.56 0 .10 0.00 
NORTH WEST TIGRAY-ZONE 100.00 98.59 1.38 0.02 0.00 
Rural 100.00 98.54 1.43 0.03 0.00 
CENTRAL TIGRAY-ZONE 100.00 98.62 1.32 0.05 0.00 
Rural 100.00 98.83 1.12 0.05 0.00 
EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 100.00 98.63 1.33 0.04 0.01 
Rura l 100.00 98.76 1.20 0.03 0.00 
SOUTHERN TlGRAY-ZONE 100.00 97.82 1.99 0 .18 0.01 
Rural 100.00 98.09 1.70 0.20 0.01 
WESTERN TiGRAY-ZONE 100.00 95.69 4.07 0.24 0.00 Rural 100.00 96.03 3.67 0.30 0.00 
MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL -ZONE 100.00 97.07 2.84 0.09 a Rural a a a a a 
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6.2 Percentage Distribution 01 HouJing Un its by Source of Drinking Water, Zone o"d Urban -Rural in Tigroy 

Region: 200 7. 
Sourte of Or1nklnl Water 

So" unprolected Rrve.rl 

:~~~ 
Well or lakel 

I Geo&rlphkal Area Tot.1 SPI'" p,"" 
TIGRAV-REGION 100 63 .83 18.66 17.51 

Urban 100 96.18 2.38 1.44 

Rural 100 53.50 23 .86 22 .64 

NORTH WEST TIGRAY-ZONE 100 53.5' 30.07 16.39 

Urban 100 97.76 1.56 0.68 

Rural 100 42.85 36.96 20. 18 

CENTRAL TIGRAY-ZONE 100 62.23 17.46 20.31 

Urban 100 94 .87 2.89 2.24 

Rural 100 54 .61 20.87 24.53 

EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 100 70.06 15.76 14.18 

Urban 100 97.09 1.6' 1.27 

Rural 100 61.15 20.41 18.44 

SOUTHERN TtGRAY-ZONE 100 63 .87 14 .35 21.iB 

Urban 100 97.08 1.20 1.72 

Rural 100 57.81 16.75 25.44 

WESTERN TIGRAY-ZONE 100 53.38 29.95 16.67 

Urban 100 87.64 9.86 2.50 

Rural 100 42 .98 36.05 20.97 

MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL-ZONE 100 98.13 1.17 0.70 

Urban 100 98.13 1.17 0.70 
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Table 6.3 Percentage Distributions of Housing Units by Availability 0/ Toiler FoCility, Zone and Urban- Rural in 
Tigray Region: 2007 

~ofTatlet 

Geographical " .. Has No .". Total FaCIlity Factllty 

TlGRAY·REGION 1()().()() 23.86 76.14 
Urban 1()().()() 50.22 49.78 

Rural 100.00 15.44 84.56 
NORTH WEST TI6f<AY-20NE 100.00 16.31 83.69 

Urban 1()().()() 53.58 46.42 
Rural 1()().()() 7.30 92.70 

CENTRAL TIGRAY-ZONE 1()().()() 25.12 74.88 
Urban 100.00 41.84 58.16 
Rural 1()().()() 21.21 78.79 

EASTERN TrGRAY ZONE 100.()() 27.02 72.98 
Urban 100.()() 53.92 46.08 
Rural 100.00 18 .16 81.84 

SOUTHERN TrGRAY-ZONE 100.()() 21.71 78.29 
Urban l()().OO 49.58 50.42 
Rural 100.()() 16.62 83.38 

WESTERN TIGRAY-ZONE 100.00 7.97 92 .03 
Urban 1()().()() 25.05 74.95 
Rural 1()().()() 2.79 97.21 

MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL-ZONE 1()().()() 62 .26 37.74 
Urban 1()().()() 62.26 37.74 

67 



Table 6.4 Percentage Di~tdbutlon 0/ Housing Units by Status 0/ OCcupancy and lone lor Urban Anos In Tigray 

Realon: 1007. 
Status 01 OcCU~!'ICV 

Ave,age 

Totol' Households 

.11 Three Number p., 

Geo,r~phk:J1 HoI.isln, One Tw. Households .f Hous1n, 

., .. Un' Household Households and Above Householrk Un' 

TIGRAY.REGION Total 100 96.94 2.91 0.16 989517 1.03 

urban 100 96.66 3.13 0.22 240382 1.04 

Rural 100 97 .02 2.83 0.14 749135 1.03 

NORTH WESTTIGRAY-ZONE 100 97 .11 2.70 0.19 166597 1.03 

Urban 100 97 .60 2.25 0.11 32181 1.03 

C(NTRAL TIGRAY-ZONE 100 9G.77 3.04 0.18 279275 1.04 

Urban 100 96.53 3.23 0 .2 4 53100 1.04 

EASTE RN TIGRAY ZONE 100 96.99 2.88 0.13 171812 1.03 

Urban 100 97.19 2.70 0.12 42538 1.03 

SOUTHERN TIGRAY-ZONE 100 97.37 255 0.08 232318 1.03 

Urban 100 96." 3.39 0.17 36208 1.04 

WESTERN TIGRAY-lONE 100 96.02 3.74 0.25 82758 1.04 

Urban 100 94 .73 4.71 0.56 19598 1.06 

MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL-ZONE 100 96.60 3.15 0.24 56757 1.04 

Urban 100 96.60 3.15 0.2' 56757 1.04 

68 



............. -------------------
Table 6.5 Percentase Distribution of Housing Units by Type of Ughtlng, Zone and Urban-Rural In Tigray Region; 

'007 

Geccr1Phlal 

" .. To~1 Electricityl 

TlGRAV-REGION 100.00 23.38 

Urban 100.00 85.38 

Rural 100.00 3.57 

NORTH WEST TIGRAY·ZONE 100.00 19.42 

Urban 100.00 84.09 

Rura l 100.00 3.79 
CENTRAL TIGRAY-ZONE 100.00 18.45 
Urban 100.00 86.41 
Rural 100.00 2.57 
EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 100.00 26.02 
Urban 100.00 93.90 
Rural 100.00 3.65 
SOUTHERN TlGRAY-ZONE 100.00 17.11 
Urban 100.00 86.21 
Rural 100.00 4.50 
WESTERN TIGRAY-ZONE 100.00 12.64 
Urban 100.00 42.32 
Rural 100.00 3.63 
MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL-ZONE 100.00 92.77 
Urban 100.00 92 .77 
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Tv"'"ofli.o!h(m" 

Lantern BIG-Gas Lamas 

7. 18 0.64 64.82 

5.11 0.09 8.55 

7.85 0.81 82.80 

4.52 0.83 70.64 

3.75 0.15 11.39 

4.70 1.00 84.96 

6.13 0.81 71.55 

4.56 0.13 8.35 

6.49 0.96 86.32 

5.38 0.58 65.56 
1.13 0.04 4.53 

6.78 0.76 85.67 
9.46 0.57 69.46 
1.15 0.09 12.10 

10.97 0.66 79.93 
15.75 0 .41 58.37 
28.73 0.26 24.71 
11.81 0.46 68.60 
3.93 0.02 2.43 
3.93 0.02 2.43 

~.,dle/Wu 

0.55 

0.65 

0.51 

0.48 

0.51 

0.47 

0.51 

0.37 

0.54 

0.43 

0.33 

0.46 

0.42 

0.37 

0.43 

1.32 

2.77 

0.88 

0.70 

0.70 

Firewood 

3.43 

0.21 

4.46 

4.11 

0.11 

5.08 

2.55 

0.18 

3.10 

2.03 

0.06 

2.68 

2.98 

0.09 

3.51 

11.50 

1.21 

14.63 

0.15 

0.15 



Table 6.6 P&rcenfage Distribttfion ol Hovsing Units by Type of Waste Disposal and l one for Urban 

Areas in Tlgay Region: 2007. 

Tvoe 01 Wente Dimo5aI 

Open 

CoIeCte CoIeCted Space 

d b'I Privol& Be'*'" Dump 

by E$toblishme "'e 'n 
Googopt;cal 

Total Muricipol nisi """'" 
Rivef .... "1 

"'eo 
',;;" tncIviduois ~-Um Ou<n 01"",, 

Region TofOl-UrbCln 100 53.61 1.84 28.60 5 47. 9.50 0.98 

NOf1h Westem TiQlOY Zone ·Ufbon 100 45.23 2.49 40.37 4.0\ 5.35 2.54 

Central Trgoy Zone- UrbOn 100 51.90 0.25 27.93 4.27 \ 4.72 0.94 

Eastern Tigroy Zone -UrbOn 100 69.32 0 .48 18.86 4.39 5.99 0.96 

Southern fqov Zonc-lkbOn 100 42.82 1.07 3 1.41 11.06 13.28 0.36 

Weslem Trgray Zone ·Urban 100 32.20 1.27 46.84 6.\ 4 13.21 0_34 

Meleate SpeCIal lone -Urban 100 62.28 4.65 21.85 4.22 6.24 0.76 

Table- 6.7 Pefcentoge Disfribvtion of Housing Units by Type- of Tenvfe- and Zone tor Urban Areas 

In Tlgray Region: 2007. 

Tvoe 01 Tenere 

GeogophicOI Renl Rented Renled Occvpi 

"eo Toto! 'enl 
Rented 

"ee ad ',om {IU,' Oom ad 

""- Oom """'" Other Private I Dilferen i 
OcCupI t 'ebo! ~:Ting I Ofgoniz Holfteh ce 
edi e A enc ction o:d I Rent 

flQl"Qy·Regron 100 74.08 9.39 0.51 0.14 0.12 15.69 0.06 

u""'"' 100 36.73 8.64 1.56 0.46 0.2'/ 52.19 0.13 

,,,'" 100 86.02 9.63 0.18 0.04 0.06 40tl 0.04 

NOf1h Westem Tigroy 1000 urt>On 100 33.71 5.40 0.92 0.13 0.22 59.47 0.13 

Centro! flgOY Zone l,Irt)(rI 100 35.95 8.84 1.1-< 0.17 0.35 53.37 0.18 

Eostem TIgroy Zone Urborl 100 35.86 8.80 0.71 0.27 0.23 54.02 0.11 

Soulhet"n TigrQy Zor.e lkban 100 42..44 10.23 4.35 0.69 0.17 42.07 0.04 

Weslem Trgray 10M Urban 100 47.11 6.80 2.24 0.27 0.31 43.16 0.1 I 

Meleale !peciallone Urban 100 32.69 9.80 0.94 0.99 0.39 55.03 0.15 

I 
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........ -----------------------------
Table 6.8 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units by Availability of Radio, Zone and Urban-Rural in Tigray 

Region : Z007 

Radio 
All 

Housing 
Has Radio Has No Radio 

Geographical 
Area Unit 

N % NQ " TlGRAY-REGION 957685 329800 34.43 627885 65.56 

Urban 231826 142029 61.27 89797 38.73 

Rural 725859 187771 25.87 538088 74.13 

NORTH WEST TIGRAY-ZONE 161142 55421 34.39 105721 65.60 

Urban 31360 18806 59.97 12554 40.03 

Rural 129782 36615 28.21 93167 71 .79 

CENTRAL TIGRAY·ZONE 269877 86300 31.98 183577 68.02 

Urh~n 51126 30236 59.14 20890 40.86 

Rural 218751 56064 25.63 162687 74.37 

EASTERN TlGRAY ZONE 166486 66039 39.67 100447 60.33 

Urban 41258 27034 65.52 14224 34 .48 

Rural 125228 39005 31.15 86223 68.85 

SOUTHERN TIGRAV-ZONE 226120 56139 24.83 169981 75.17 

Urban 34885 17763 50.92 17122 49.08 

Rural 191235 38376 20.07 152859 79.93 

WESTERN TIGRAY-ZONE 79351 26573 33.49 52778 66.51 

Urban 18488 8862 47.93 9626 52.07 
Rural 60863 17711 29.10 43152 70.90 

MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL-ZONE 54709 39328 71.89 15381 28.11 

Urban 54709 39328 71.89 15381 28.11 
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Tabk 6.9 Percl!ntage D/striburion 0/ HousIng Units by Avoilobil/tr o/Tl!kv;sion, Zonl! ond Urban-Rurol in Tlgray 

Region: Z007 

Tl!lI!vislon 

All HitS Tell!ViSlon Has No Television 

Gq~phiCal Housinc 

:.rea Unit ... % No % 

TIGRAY-REG10N 957685 55899 5.84 901786 94.16 

Urban 231826 53472 23.07 178354 76.93 

Rural 725859 2427 0.33 723432 99.67 

NORTH WEST TIGRAY·ZONE 161142 5660 3.51 155482 96.49 

Urban 31360 5251 16.74 26109 83.26 

Rural 129782 409 0.31 129373 99.68 

CENTRAL TIGRAY·ZONE 269877 10240 3.79 259637 96.20 

Urban 51126 9611 18.80 41515 81.20 

Rural 218751 629 0.29 218122 99 .71 

EASTERN T1GRAY ZO NE 166486 9196 5.52 157290 94.48 

Urban 41258 8704 21.10 32554 78.90 

Rural 125228 492 0.39 124736 99.60 

SOUTHERN TIGRAY·ZONE 226120 5616 2.48 220504 97.51 

Urban 34885 5058 14.50 29827 85.50 

Rural 191235 558 0.29 190677 99.70 

WESTERN TtGRAY-ZONE 79351 1869 2.36 77482 97.64 

Urban 18488 1530 8.28 16958 91.72 

Rural 60863 339 0.56 60524 99.44 

MEKElE TOWN SPECIAL·ZONE 54709 23317 42.62 31392 57.38 

Urban 54709 23317 42.62 31392 57.38 
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Table 6.10 Percentage DIs.tfibution of Housing Units by Availability of Telephone, Zone and Urban·Rural in TIgrav 

Region : 2007 

Telephone 
All Has Telephone Has NO Telenhone 

Geographical Housing 

Area Unit 

No " NO " 
TIGRAY·REGION 957685 38623 4.03 919062 95.97 

Urban 231826 37359 16.11 194467 83.89 

Rural 725859 1264 0.17 724595 99.82 

NORTH WE5TTlGRAY-ZONE 161142 4306 2.67 156836 97.33 

Urban 31360 4149 13.23 27211 86.77 

Rural 129782 157 0.12 129625 99.88 

CENTRAL TIGRAY·ZONE 269877 8490 3.15 261387 96.85 

Urban 51126 8101 15.85 43025 84.15 

Rural 218751 389 0.18 218362 99.82 

EASTERN TIGRAY ZONE 166486 6285 3.78 160201 96.22 

Urban 41258 5959 14.44 35299 85.55 

Rural 125228 326 0.26 124902 99.73 

SOUTHERN TIGRAY·ZONE 226120 4238 1.87 221882 98.13 

Urban 34885 3920 11.24 30965 88.76 

Rural 191235 318 0.17 190917 99.83 

WESTERN TIGRAY·ZONE 79351 1006 1.28 78345 98.73 

Urban 18488 932 5.04 17556 Q4.96 

Rural 60863 74 0.12 60789 99.88 
MEKElE TOWN 5PECIAl-
ZONE 54709 14298 26.13 40411 73.87 

Urban 54709 14298 26.13 40411 73.87 
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