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I. Introduction 

The Central Statistical Authority, CSA, has been conducting the Rural 

Integrated Household Survey Program, RIHSP, since 1980/81 (1973 E1hiopian 

Calendar, E.C.). As part of the RIHSP the price survey, that covers both retail 

and producers' prices. is being carried out on monthly basis since May 1981 in 

selected Farmer Associations, FAs, (currently Enumeration Areas, EAs) of the 

country. The survey was conducted on quarterly basis until July 1987 then on 

monthly basis since September 1987. The reports were made available at 

regional level up until July 1994 . 

However, the reporting level was revised and the rural retail price reports 

were made available at reg ional (kill il) and group of zones level for the three 

larger regions (Le .. Oromiya , Amhara, and Southern Nations, Nationalities and 

Peoples) from November 1994 up until August 1997. In an effort to fulfill data 

users demand, the CSA expanded its sample size and started collecting price 
I 

data in such a way that results of the survey can be provided at zone level 

starting from September 1997. 

In the process of preparing the rural retail price report at zone level ( for 

about 500 items of goods and services of each month) it is clear that the size of 

the report will be bulky and the printing and publishing activ~ies would be time 

consuming. Hence, it was decided to prepare the report in two formats> 

• The first type of report provides quarterly average retail price of goods and 

services (i .e., from June 1998 to August 1998) at region (killil) and zone 

levels. This report would be disseminated at large to all data users. 

• The second type of report that contain monthly retail price at regional and 

zone levels will be printed in a limited copy and will be made available at the 

Iv 



CSA library in, Addis Ababa and at all C;SA. bJanch statistical offices in the 

ccuntry. 

'" Hence, this report provides average r~!ail prices of goods~nd services in 

rural areas on monthly basis from June 1.99.~ to August 1998 (Sene-Nehase 
,Ih . , 

1990 of Ethiopian Calendar). 

Due to lack of adequate space to acccmmoda!e all killils and zones in one 

page the price data of the killils and zones are presented in six parts. 

~ " t·~;,:, . 

Part I - Consists of mounthly average retail price of Tigray killil (and its zones, 

i.e., Mirabawi Tigray, Mehakelegnaw Tigray, Misrakawi Tigray and Debubawi 

Tigray) and Allar killil (and its zones, Le., zone 1, zone 3 and zone 5). 
, .:. 

Part II - Consists of mounthly average retail price of Amhara killil (and its zones 
. , 'r· " 

i.e., Semen Gondar, Debub Gbhdar, Semen Wello, Debub 'Wello, Semen 

Shewa, Misrak Gojam, Mirab Gojam, Wag Hemra, Agew Awi and Oromiya). 

Part III - Consists of mounthly average retai l price of Oromiya killil (and its 

zones Le., Mirab Wellega, Misrak Wellega, Iliubabor, Jimma, Mirab Shewa, 

Semen Shewa, Misrak Shewa, Arssi , Mirab Harerge, Misrak Harerge, Bale and 

Borena ). 

Part IV - Consists of mounthly average retail price of-S6m~li kim I (and, its~zones ' 

Le., Shinile, Jigjiga and Liben) and Benishangul-Gumuz killil (and its zones Le., 

Metekel, Asosa and Kamashi). 

Part V - Consists of mounthly average retail price of SouthefTl Nations, 

Nationalities and Peoples killil (and its -zones aD~ ' sP<'cial weredas Le., ,.Gurage, 

Hadiya, Kembata-Alaba-Tembaro, Sidama, Gedeo, Semen Omo, Debub Omo, 
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Keficho-Shekicho, Bench.MaJI, Yem special wereda, Amaro special wereda, Burji 

special wereda, Konso special wereda and Dirashe special wereda). 

Part VI - Consists of quarterly average retail price of Gambella killil (and its zones i.e., 

zone 1, zone 2 and zone 4), Harari killil, Addis Ababa (and ils zones i.e., zone 3 and 

zone 6), Dire Dawa and monthly national average. 

This Iwenly Fifth issue updates Stalistical Buliel in 202-1. Earlier issues on the 

same subjecl are Slatistical Bulletins 37 , 45, 57, 64, 83, 93, 96, 106. 107, 115, 117, 

124, 138, 143, 151, 153, 157, 164 ,167 ,175,186,195-1,200-1 and 202-1. 

II. Objectives 

The objectives of the survey are to:-

• study the level of retail prices charged by retailers; 

• study the disparities between prices charged at various distribution levels; 

• study changes in the economy; 

• help in the valuation of output for national accounts; 

• construct rural consumer price index. 

III . Scope and Coverage 

The scope and coverage of the survey are constantly under review and 

necessary improvements are effected from time to time in an effort to incorporate 

commodities mostly consumed by the rural population. The geographic coverage of the 

survey was revised as of September 1988 to produce price reports in one 
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Autonomous Region and"25' Administrative Regions, The geographical coverage 

was revised once again ,in .. §~tember 1,995 and the present report is based on 

the current aclministraii~~1\i~'!archy which is Killil (Regional States) and zones, 

The major 'groups of items covered by the survey include food; drinks; 

cigarettes and tcibllcco; clothing and footwear; construction materials, water, and . , 
fuel and power; household equipment and durable household items; medical 

care; transport; personal care and effects; recreation, entertainment and reading , ' 

and miscell.aneous goods and services. 
'. ! 

, . , 
. I 

Inforrna.\ion Q,n, .. !etail p>:!.ces of seleCted agricultural and industrial I 

commodities is conected from tetail outlets in the sample Enumeration Areas, 

(EAs). The allocation of EAs to the regions 'iakes into account the population , 
size of the regions/stratum and cost consideration. The number of EAs in each 

region has been considered to be a reasonable minimum size to provide 
~ ., . 

meaningful estimates at regioiiai'and zone levels. 

The coverage of the National integrated Houserold Survey Program, 

NIHSP, is about 1,380 EAsin the" rural areas of the country. However, the 
,(" ',' 

number of EAs covered by the price survey are less Ihan that of NIHSP, The 
~~ -. 

main reasons are:-

, ~ ! i\ ,~ 

a) some sampled EAs do not have market places in their vicinities, 

b) . in areas where two or three EAs have a common market, the 
" . . 

market was covered by one of the EAs that is very close, 

c) as shown in Table A the number of EAs covered fluctuated from 

month to month. 

Moreover, The number of EAs covered in August 1998 are smailer than the 

previous months, due to annual leave given to some of the field staff. 
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