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The 1970 Survey
of
Gond ar

I. Introduction

Background Information. One lesson that can be derived from the historical study

of urbanization in the west is that, industrialization was a pre-requisete for

urbanization. In Ethiopia, urbanism or the urban way of living has a long history
and started long before the advent of colonization and Industrialization of the
west. The ancient urban centers in Ethiopia were non-industrial based on a rural-
economy and serving as centers of kingdoms and literary work accompanied by trade
and craftwork. It should be stressed that their development was quite indigenous.
Among the early urban-centers are Yeha, Metera, Aksum, Lalibela, Gondar, Harar
ato‘. Gondar in North-West Ethiopia was an important urban center which flourished °
in the seventeenth century. It was the capital of the kingdom of Gondar establish-
ed during the reign of Emperor Fasiledes (1637-67) and by the sccond half of the
seventeenth century it had an estimated population of 80,000. Gondar was famous
for its excellent architecture which is manifcsted in the buildings of the castles
of Gondar which now stand as one of our important historical heritages. Though

it is commonly observed that the eignificance of ancient cities in Africa has now-
adays declined, Gondar still remains to be important, Whatever urban definition

we follow, Gondar is one of the major urban centers in Ethiopia. Gondar satisfics
legal and administrative; economic and minimun population size criteria definition
of an urban arca. It meets the minimum population size critcrion both of the UN
(20,000) and that adopted by the Central Statistical Office (2,000).

In fact according to the 1970 CSO population estimates Gondar ronks 8th in
the following list of major urban centres: Addis Abeba, Asmare, Dire Dawa, Dessie,

Harar, Jimma and Nazarethz.

Gondar has road and air links with Addis Ababa and Asmara. It is 748 kilo-
meters from Addis Ababa and usually takes a day and a half by bus. "Gondar is
hemmed in by mountains that rise to 3,000 mcters, or over in the North, East and
West, The Megech river system that drains into Lake Tana, to the south of Gondar,
makes the southern approach to the town raother open. The town itself is rather

3n

hilly with a general clevation of about 2,100 meters above sca level.

Availability of Data. So far two urban surveys have becn taken in Ethiopia.
The First Round of urban survey was conducted in 1964-67 and the second one in
1968-71. Gond-r was' first surveyed by the Central Statistical Office in 1965,

and the second survey was undertoken five yeors later, on September, 1970.
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The method of enumeration involved two stages: A count of all persons followed
by a 10% sample enumeration of the houscholds using a detailed questionnaire. The
sample design followed was a systematic sampling.

The data tabulated so far include information on: age and sex, marital status,
nationality, religion, mothor tongue, literacy, educational attainment, houschold
composition, length of residence, economic activity, total number of childeren ever
born, children surviving and children born in the lazt twelve months tabulated by

age of women aond deaths occuring in the last 12 months.

Information which are vital for housing inventory and housing programmes
collected during the second urban survey such as tot~l number of housing units,
number of houscholds sharing housing units, number of persons per room, the avail-

ability of electricity, water and toilet facilities are not yet tabulated.

In this report analyeis will be made of the size ond growth of the population,
age-structurc, marital status, literacy of the population by age and sex, literacy
of the working population, educational attninment of the population, rcligion,
mother tongue, economic activity of the population as well as an attompt to estimate

fertility nnd mortality.

II. Population Characteristics

Total Population:

The rcported total population of Gondar in 1970 was 40,630 of which the male
population was 17,380, The population of Gondar is basically Ethiopian with foreign
population constituting less than one percent of the total. (See Table 1, below)

Table 1: Population by Nationality and sex, 1970.

e e e ——
Males Females Both Bexes
Nationality - e
Number % Number % Number %
Ethiopians 17,230 99.0 23,140 99.5 40,370 99.4
Foreigners 150 1.0 110 0.5 260 0.6
TOTAL 17,380 | 100.0 23,250 | 100.0 40,630 | 100.0

This phenomenon of low foreign elcment in the population is generally true

of all Ethiopian urban arens.
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AGE and SEX composition of the populations

The age—-sex composition of the population is given in Table 2 below.

Table 2. Recorded number and relative distribution of Gondar population by age-—

sex groups, and sex-ratio, 1970.

Male Femalc Both Scxes
Age Group —} Bex Ratio

Number % Nunter % Number ¥
0 -4 3,490 20.1 3,290 14.2 6,780 16.7 106
Do o3 3,500 20.1 3,420 1447 6,920 17.0 102
10 = 14 2,370 13.6 3,280 1441 5,650 13.9 T2
15 = 19 1,070 6.2 2,280 9.8 3,350 8.2 47
20 - 24 690 4.0 1,730 T.4 2,420 6.0 40
25 - 29 960 545 2,060 8.9 3,020 T+4 47
30 - 34 1,090 6.3 1,900 8.2 2,990 T4 57
35 - 39 930 54 1,810 7.8 2,740 647 51
40 = 44 1,010 5.8 1,080 4.6 2,090 5e1 93
45 = 49 730 4.2 | 840 3.6 14570 3.9 81
50 = 54 630 3.6 450 2.1 1,120 2.8 129
5 =59 370 2.1 290 % 660 1.6 128
50 = 64 250 | 1.4 220 0.9 470 - 114
68 - 69 130 0.8 180 0.8 310 0.8 T2
70 = 74 100 0.6 190 0.9 290 0.7 53
5 =19 40 0.2 80 0.3 120 0.3 50

80 & above —_— — 80 0.3 80 0.2

N/sS 20 0a1 30 0.1 50 0.1
TOTAL 17,380 | 100.0 23,250 | 100.0 40,630 |100.0 15
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If we were to consider the cffect of migration to be nil and assume fertility
and mortality to be stable, then the population reported ot successive age groups
ghould gradually decline. However, an inspection of the data shows large irregular-
ities in the age-sex data, Since migration in urban areas cannot be considered
negligible, it is possible that the observed irregularities causing a bulge in
ages ?5-34 and 40-14 in the case of males and 25-39 in the case of females may
be genuine, This, however, doec not mean that the daila is not subject to age mis—
reporting and omissions, The surplus of females reported in ages 10-49 relative
to males seem to be due to more female imzigrente to Gondar than males. Since 1%
is felt that the observed peculiarities may be gonuine as a result of in-migration,

no attempt at adjustment of nge-sex data is made,

The porulation of Gondar is basically a young population with children under
15 constituting almost half of the population (47.6%) and the population 65 years
and over constituting a negligible percentage of 2% only. The predominance of
young children as observed in the population of Gondar is charocteristic of all

developing societies.

The age structure of Gondar rcveals high youth dependency burden, Youth
dependency burden is defined as the ratio of children under 15 to persons in the
working ages 15-64. The youth dependency burden is 94 implying 94 dependant
children per 100 persons in the working ages. The high youth dependency burden
has serious social and cconomic implications, The large proportion of children
in the population requires heavy exnenditure for schooling on the part of the
government and heavy expenditure for feeding, dressing, health care etc. on the

part of the parents.

The sex ratio for the population of Gondar shows a predominance of females
in the ponulation. The sex ratio for the population was 75 males per 100 fomales
(sex ratio is defined as the ratio of the number of males per 100 females). The
sex ratio of the nopulation has not shown any significant im rovement since 1965
which was 73.3 males per 100 females. Generally, there is a predominance of
females in all urban arcnas of Bthiopia excent Jimmg,especially in the urban

areas of Northern Ethiovia.4

An examination of the sex ratios shows the following peculiarities.
(a) fixcess of males in the age group 0-9.

(b) A remarkable excess of females in the age group 10-49.

(c) Ixcess of males in the age group 50-64.

(d) Excess of females for ages 65 and above.
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From Table 3, we observe thnt 14.5% of households were single person house-
holds and two third of the households have members between 1-4 persons, Almost
90% of the households have members between 1-5 persons. The percentage of house~

_ holds with 10 or more members was very low (2.5%).

Out of the total population of 40,630 only 3.8% persons lived in single
42 .8%
Hiowever, more than half of the

person households. 15.4% persons lived in household gize of 1-3 members.
persons lived in households of 1 un to 4 members.

population (57.2%) lived in household sizes of 5 or more persons.

Composition of Households

The composition of households by sex is given in Table 4 below,

Table 4.

Composition of Households: 1970,

Male Female Both Sexes
Composition

' Number % Number % Number %
Head of Household 6,440 37.1 4,210 18.1 10,650 26.2

Husband - - - - S =
Wife - - 5,860 | 25.2 5,860 | 14.4
Son 9,730 56 .0 - - 9,730 24.0
Daughter - - 9,930 | 42.7 9,930 | 24.4

Father 10 - - - 10 =
Mother - - 310 1.3 310 0.8
Brother 250 14 - - 250 0.6
Sister - o 480 P A80 12
Other Relative 760 4.4 1,130 4.9 1,890 4.6
Servant 140 0.8 1,290 5.6 1,430 1.5

Non Relative 20 0.1 10 - 30 -
N/s 30 0.2 30 0.1 60 0.1
Total 17,380 | 100.0 23,250 | 100.0 40,630 | 100.0

From Table 1, it will be secn that out of the total population of Gondar
26.27. were heads of households (male plus female), 14.4% were housewives,
almost half (48.4%) were doughters and sons. Relatives and other relations
constituted 10.7%. Assuming that the wife, children and other relatives were
dependent on the head of the household for their maintenance, then there were

3 dependants for every head of household.
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If we see the male composition of the households, the male hends constituted
37%, sons constituted 56%, relatives and other relations 6.8%. For females,
female heads constituted 18%, housewives 25%, daughters 437, relatives and other
relations 14%.

Marital Condition

The marital status of the population are summarized in Table 5 and 6

(for details see appendixes 1,2).

Table 5. Marital status of the population aged 10 years and above by sex: 1970,
Marital Male Female Both Sexes
RABtne Number % Number % Number %
Single 3,960 | 38.2 4,550 | 27.7 8,510 | 31.8
Married 6,010 | 58.0 6,270 | 38.3 12,280 | 45.9
Widowed 90 0.9 1,120 6.8 1,210 4e5
Divorced 300 2.9 4,460 | 27.2 4,760 | 17.8
TOTAL 10,360 | 100.0 16,400 | 100.0 26,760 | 100,0

As summarized in Table 5 above, 31,87 (8510) of the population were single,
45.9% (12,280) were married, 4.5% (1210) were widowed and 17.8% (/1760) were
A comparison of the marital strtus by sex shows that there were more
Almost

divorced.
males who were reported single (38.2%) as compared to females (27.7%).
two third of males were married, The percentage of married males were consider—
ably higher than that of females.
38.3% femalos. Purthermore, the percentage divorced nnd widowed in the population

was higher for females (see TABLE 5).

58% of malcs were marricd as compared to

Table 6 gives the percentage marital status distribution of the population
aged 10 years and above by age and sex groups.
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Table 6 Percentage Distribution of Marital Status by Age-Sex Groups: 1970.
Ape Group Sex Single Married Widowed Divorced TOTAL
10 = 19 H 98.8 .6 - .6 100,0
F 79.9 10.6 - 9.5 100.0

20 - 29 M 29.9 6344 - 6.1 100.0
F 2.4 591 1.1 3T.4 100,0

30 - 39 M 2.5 941 0.4 3.0 100.0
F 0-3 60.5 507 3305 100‘0

4Q . 49 M 005 9501 1.2 2-9 100.0
F - 5141 11,0 37.9 100.0

50 - 59 M 1.0 93.0 2.0 4.0 100.0
F - 28,2 33.3 38.5 100.0

60 + M - 88.9 Te4 3.7 100.0
F 2.5 1245 32.5 5245 100.0

In the age group 10-19 almost all males and more than three-fourth females
were single., For the female population nged 10-19, 10.6% were married and 9.5%
were divorced, For the age group 20-29, almost two-third males (63.4%) and 59.1%
of females were married. The nercentage single for males dropped significontly
from 98.,8% in the age group 10-19 to 29.9% in the age group 20-29.

group 20-29 the percentage simgle and widowed women wes negligible whereas the

In the age

percentare divorced rose to 37.4%. For the age group 30-39, the majority of the
persons were married, 94.1% males and 60,5% females whereas tho percentage single
However, there

was nezligible., For both sexes the percentage widowed was low.

were more divorced women (33.56%) than males (3%7).

For ages 40 and above, the nercentage of married males remain high ranging
from 95.4% for ages 10-49 to 88,%% for ages 60 and above wherens the percentoge
of married females declined drastically from 51.1% for ages 10-49 to 12.5% for
ages 60 and above. The sharp decline in the percentoge of married females was
due to the high divorce and widowhood rate.

11% for ages 40-49 to 33% for ages 60 and above and the divorce rate rose from

The percentage widowed rose from

38% to 53% for the same ogc EGroups.

The following conclusion can be arrived by examining Table 6: That the per-
centage of married males was considerably higher than that for females and the
incidence of widowhood and divorce was high for the female population. This is
partly explained by the possibility of remarriage being higher for males than
for females, thus lowering the ncrcentage of widowhood and divorces among the

males,
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The distribution of the porulation by mother tongue i.e. Amhoric, Gnligna,

Guragigna, Tigrigna etc. is given in Table 7 below.

Table 7. Population by Mother Tongue and Scx: 1970,

Mo hAD Male Female Both Sexcs

ERuaus Number % Number % Number %
Galigna 130 0T 110 0.5 240 0.6
Guragigna - - 20 0.1 20 0.0
Tigrigna 1,450 8.3 1,380 5¢9 2,830 7.0
Other Language 200 a2 90 0.4 290 0.7
TOTAL 17,380 | 100.0 23,250 | 100.0 710,630 | 100.0

Amharic was the predominant langunge spoken by about 92% of the resident
and next in importance comes Tigrigna which wne the mother tongue of Th (2830)
of the population., The predominance of Tigrigna next to Amharic over the rest
of Bthiorian languages can be explained in toerms of the historiecal and cultural
links that exist between the population of Gondar and the Tigrigne speaking
population and also the proximity of distance between the two language populations.

A comparison with the 1965 datas shows that there has been an increase in
the persons reporting Amharic as their mother tongue by 5.1% and a decline in
persons reporting Tigrigna as their mother tonguc by e

Sex wise there worc more feinales with Amharic as their mother tongue than
males and, the reverse is truc for those with Tigrigna as their mother tongue.

For a det-iled classification of mother tonguc by age groups, scc appendix 3.

Religion
The population of Gondor classificed by religion and sex is rresented in

Table 8 below.
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Table 8. Total Populntion by Religion and Scxs 1970,
Male Fonale Both Sexes |
Religion - -

Nurber % Numbor 4, Nunber %
Orthodox 14,670 | 84.4 20,380 | 87.7 35,050 | 8643
Other-Christian 30 0.7 10 0.0 A0 0.1
Moslems 2,600 15.0 24170 11.9 5,370 132
Others 40 0.7 70 0.3 110 0.3
Not Stated 40 0,2 20 0.1 60 0.1
TOTAL 17,380 | 100.0 23,250 | 100.0 40,630 | 100.0

!

than 80% of the porulation followed by nuslims at 13.2%.

gects had less than 1% percent of the porulation.

The dominant religion of Gondar is the Ithiopian Orthodox Church with more
The other religious

The religious composition of the population has not changed over the 1965

7

survey results,

Literacy
The question on literacy asked for persons aged 10 ycars and above is defincd

as the ability of a person to read and write a simple statement concorning his

daily life, in any language of script.

given in Table 9. below.

The literacy of the population by sex is

Table 9. Literacy of the population aged 10 ycars and over: 1970,

i Hale Female Both Sexes

Literncy

SIS Number % Number % Number %
Litcrate 7,290 70.3 3,720 22.6 9,790 36.4
Read only 20 0.3 60 0.5 80 51
Illiterate 3,050 29.4 12,690 76.9 15,730 58.5
TOTAL 10,370% | 100.0 | 16,510% | 100.0 | 26,880% | 100,0

% The subtotals by literncy status for males, fomales

and total population do

not add up exsctly to the total males, females and total population sged 10
yeors and above becmuse the number of sersons with literacy status not stated

are excluded.
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From Table 9, we sec that the litternte population were 93790 (36.4%) and
illiterate woere 15,730 (58.5%). The literacy rate for males was about 70% and
for femalos wes cbout 23%. Thus, the majority of the population was reported
illiterate. Thore is sex as well as nge differentials in literacy (see Table
10 below).
Table 10 Literacy of the population aged 10 ycars and over by age-sex groups: 1970.

Malces Pemales Both Scxes
Age Group 7
Number | % Literate Fumber | % Litorate Number | % Literate'

10 = 14 2,370 9441 3,280 T70.1 5,650 80.2
15 - 19 1,070 91.6 2,280 39.5 3,350 30.4
20 = 24 690 68.1 1,730 9.8 2,420 21.5
25 - 29 960 69.8 2,060 10.2 3,020 24,2
30 - 34 1,090 59.6 1,900 3.7 2,990 22,1
35 -~ 39 930 62.4 1,210 2.2 2,710 21.5
40 - 24 1,010 62.4 1,080 1.9 2,090 30.6
45 - 49 730 534 810 0 1,570 24.8
50 - 54 630 55.6 490 0 1,120 32.1
55 - 59 370 35.1 290 0 660 1947
60 - 64 250 78.0 220 0 AT0 25.5
TOTAL 10,370 70.3 16,510 22.6 26,880 36.4

L 9 literate is celoulated as the ratio of thoe number of persons literate in any
age group divided by the total number of nersons in the same age group times 100.
Table 10 above gives the age=spocific literacy rates, The highost literacy
rotes were in aze groups 10-14, 15-19 and especially for males thoe litercecy rates
in thaose age prouns werc above 90%. Thereafter for subsequent age groups the
literacy rotes decline with the excention of some modest fluctions ($4e fluctuations
may be due to roporting crrors or becouse some age grouns may have more literate

migrants), For males, the litorncy rate for ages 20-54 reange between 50-70%.

A comparigson of the age-specific literacy ratus by sex shows that tho literacy

rote for women were consider:bly lower than that for males. In tho case of fomales,

the literacy rate for women aged 45 and above was nil.
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Educational attainment

Table 11 ~ Population classified by educational attainment and age groups: 1970

Attending or

Attended Univ.

\Age Group %fver been At?ended Cpurch Grades | Grades Schggiaigzging but n9t yet BaEEZiggis‘
o school or Koranic 1 -k 5-11 Rttt icite obtained Hoidew
School Bachelor's Degree

10 - 14 1,050 80 2,120 | 2,370 - - =5 3

15 - 19 1,450 20 290 | 1,490 80 10 - -

20 - 24 1,780 30 17C 270 €C 10 - -
' 25 -~ 29 2,12¢C 160 120 310 130 €0 20 --

30 - 34 2,270 230 50 120 €0 10 2C -

35 - 39 2,100 320 10 g0 60 10 20 -

4O - bk 1,430 480 €0 20 - 20 - -

45 - 49 1,180 290 20 30 - Lo - -

5C - 54 760 330 - 10 -- - - S

55 - 59 530 110 - - 10 - - -=

€ - 64 350 110 - - - 10 - -~

55 - 69 270 30 - - - - - -

70 - 74 250 30 - - - - 10 -

5 + 210 30 = 10 - - - -
! TOTAL 15,750 2,250 2,910 | 5,260 Loo 170 76 26,810 |
‘
{ % 58.7 8.k 109 | 1946 145 0.6 0.3 100.0 l

cl
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The population 10 years and above was 26,810 in nusber, but this excludes
70 persons who have not stated their educntional attainwent., Of the total
population aged 10 and above, about 59% have ncver been to school, about 8%
were attending or have attended church or Koranic school. While some 1% were
in grode 1-4, about 20% were in grades 5-11, and some 2% obtained school leaving
certificate, and those with post high school qualification compriscd of less than
1% of the population.

T+ will be observed thot the educational level of the population of Gondar
wns vory low in view of the fact that those who can hold profeseioncl and inter-
mediate jobs (thoso with school leaving certificate and hipgher) only constituted
2.4% of the population aged 10 years and over. Of the total population 10 years
and over 1% were attending or have attended schools, This figure slightly exceeds
the population reported as literate who were, ¥% (sce Toble 9)« This may be
due to the fact that some of the students who were attending church, koranio‘aa
well as some of the students in their ficst yeor at school were not able to read
and write., Those with at lcast grade 5 education in the porulntion were 5,900
(22%). Furthormorc, an cxamination of the population by age groups shows that
the literate nopulation were concentrated in the young adult ages 10-44., For a

separate classification of cducational attainment by sex, sec appendixes 4 and Se

1II. ECONOMIC CHARACTSRISTICS OF THE POTULATION:
A. BCONOMICALLY ACTIVE & NON-ACTIVE POPULATION

Of the total population in working ages 10-59, 10,710 persons (42%) were

economically nctive i.e. working population and 14,830 (58%) werc not economically
active (See Table 12).

Teble 12 Feonomically active and Non Active Population (10~59 years): 137C.

Male Female Both Sexes
Number I % | Number % | Number %

Economieally Active 6,010 % 40 4,730 30 10,740 A2
Economically Non-Active | 3,850 | 40 | 10,980 70 | 14,830 58
TOTAL 9,860 | 100 | 15,710 | 100 | 25,570 | 100
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The working pormulation consists of those individuals who tokc part in the
~roduction of cconomic goods and sorvices, including unpeid family workors in an
ceonomic cnterprise as well ns persons who work for pay or nrofit. Labour force
includes emnloyed and uncmployed nprson,g and nccordingly the labour force of
Gondor was 10,770. Of the male pepulation thosc cconomicnlly sctive were 6,010
while the fumalc labour force stood at 1,730, It will be observed that only &
third of thc females were economicnlly productive while tho percentnge of male

labour force was double that of the femple labour forcé.

B, [TCONOMIC PARTICIPATION OF THD POPUL/TION:

Pable 13 below gives the economic participation rotee of the population by
nge = scx groupse The cconomic participation rate of the population is defincd
as the ratio of the working population to theo total population usually computed

with reference to o given sex - age group.g

Table 13. Tconomic Participation Ratcs of the Poprulntion by age — scx groupss 1970

Age=Group linle Fcﬁﬁle Both Sexes
10 - 14 3.8 1245 8.8
15 = 19 12,0 28.1 23.9
20 = 24 81.0 31.8 4549
25 = 29 94.8 33.5 530
30 - 34 | 100.0 3.2 58,2
35 - 39 100.0 37.0 5844
‘10 - "1.(1 9700 39.8 62-T
45 = 49 83.1 38.1 592
55 = 59 6242 A244 5340

TOTAL 61.0 30.1 12.0 ,J

In the adult ~mes 25-59, more than half of the population participate in

economic nctivity. For these age groups more malcs were economicnlly active

groups 30-39 practically all males were

the labour forcc narticipation ratc never

than femnlus and especially for age
economically nctive. For fomales,

reach cven 40% except for ares 50-59 which may be due to reporting errors.



%} : _:':‘ i hm i!.!qu Mn»am Yo @1*9?.4
e SR S LR ‘““""'*:" LI 00 i s
et I SR Nt ui e o ﬁn ymenar fogp i S8 bl Babit

LTI Ty T
35 | o] 4-‘.;!& .!L ‘.GET.I‘ 0 boote sowd m-fri edamey oil) w1

"ﬁ’ "’ m l‘i‘ Nﬁﬂr wiwﬁ&m !.I&phmmpﬁwaw nd:ﬁiam:! : 2 T Syl

ol "P..a;'.‘ .-'-'-. M Jlt"r‘inq‘a, clﬁr{ e Ao .G’T DE amy g

{
_" (i { LAt .&@d’t mmr‘w-r ufy an*rnﬂa uddlmﬁ ooy r-m: tinl
i i 1 ¥ 'E. |'l' wilril o i nfl." hv] -I' J "m'.. :: I I et X
i |'u".|" R -1 ”l\, ! ﬁ! ! e A .
o) ' mmg gggmzimrj 48

AR e ) TPl '
Wmm % autan, mmum:w Bimansd WY Rovin wold £8 sLt
-,.}“.}" e - W L ﬂﬂiww B4 Aot T IR e

fRcont GWW @oinluior Lobnt . umrmqmw
“d f T o {' st LB " Y

.‘1- l' a._.‘ i 3': 5

!

W sl W aiden -a’t"l
’__JW m - *Bi nw.t- 7 0¥ mosers)sr R

Oﬂ'r : aw g mmmq a5 3 5 g
3 } ; “f;‘. . *.-._ =V ‘5:1“' ’ ;: ‘liddﬁn‘ %”%Mi "-Eq i.‘m'ﬂ"_},n ‘_ .“! !!{ 5!
»_ 1 Y 1l Y 1 ” }P-‘ i . ;" -._ - |

.. 1 .I _l" q N T - - -d -

: & 'TL LT esde oot | aviy | |
Y I 154 jsigeor E R o
- -I..r I Jt ] .- 'P..' » .Q."!;D :- ..:
: L. 14, ¥ ! 1 I cﬂat :":. \
s Loy ' &rE
! l];_-\' { LT e‘“: | ;
::._r.' ] ‘ i : - 1
1.“”." r
DR EERRE e it
I‘ll‘ Tk ikl
'-f.%'!',l'. . i g .
L 5 & | ol
ﬁ'.‘:" ‘ p s LA J:;q .

5 Hnug:uu o to v Ual
e T mm““f%ﬁmm wfnr

m ﬂ.«, ;uwuj::*i‘w IR B S amidt el wghivisan o -ﬂ*‘
M 9&‘{)\5 31"61:] mm{? ‘l'.st:m;g,l e & Lol ‘ﬂ

.W Mﬂ%@:’::m _,mj 1_@4&; 'ﬁﬁl’ '“m m .Wﬁ‘wl ‘rmm
m' MNV&ﬂﬂlﬂanmp 'ﬁim.}u n;'&ﬂ
h - N

ll"ﬁ L
i " 4l i < L ] "
“r i) f‘."l" 1 . i 2 k. To & 'I --'-'l.-‘ % : . : B
" ._,c_l ‘ .'. g L84 : : 3 3 |
1 ™ :‘-] 2 oL
Syl ¥ | b SRS A X
i =l . " i ) ey !
\,l‘l- __‘.a‘lrl '." |*I 1 L
AL A “ Jr L -
L yh ".'-L'_ A 1 . jL *
- & ,"I 1 I Ix-l 1
1.L'1[ l:".l.-}:h'.l‘ 1 AN



- 15 =

The labour force particination ratcs werc low in the young adult ages 10-24.
In the case of meles only about / persons out of 100 were cconomicnlly active in
the young age group 10-14, 1/ persons out of 100 in the age group 15-19. For tho
game oge groups, the economic activity rates for fumnles werc higher, 12,.5%, 28.1%
respeetively. The low participation rates in the young ages 10-24 and cspecially
10-19, in the case of males was due to the fact that the majority of the population
in thesc age groups werc students who were not economically active and in the
case of femnles it was duc to a lorge pronortion of inactive students and home-

makers.

It will be observed that the labour force participation rates for both soxes
for age group 10-14 were negligible (3.87 for males nnd 12.5% for females). This
result would suggest that the lower age limit for entry into the labour force
should be 15 rather thon 10 2s used in international oomparisons of labour foree

gtudicse.

C. OCCUPATION
Table 14 gives the occupationanl nrofile of the porulation.
Table 14 Occupational Classification of the Population: 1970.

—_— -
Number %
- s

Professional, technicnl and related workers 640 6.0
Administrative and related workers A0 0.0
Clericnl and related workers 500 1.7
Sales workers 1,710 159
Service workers 2,230 20.8
Agriculture, husbondry and forestry 630 549
Production and related workers 2,800 26.2
Transnort equipment operators 200 2.0
Lebourers 1,400 13.2
Workers not classified by occupation 570 5¢3
TOTAL 10,740 100.0

As of 1970, the labour force size of Gondar was 10,740, It will be observed
that the majority of the workers were: sroduction nnd related workers (26.2%),
service workers (20.87), sales workers (15.9%) and lobourers (13.2%)s The
skilled personnel, professional, Administrative, mangerial, clericnl and related

workers only constituted 104 T
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This low level of skilled personnel reflects the low level of economic and social
jevelopment in Gondar, With increased tochnolosical and socinl development the

sronortion of skilled -ersonnel in relation to the unskilled personnel will rise.

D. Statuss:
status (as employee, employee etc) refers to the status of an economically

active individual with respect to his cmploymente

The conventional classification of status is employer, employee, own account
worzer nnd unpaid family worker. Although the enumerators mannual specify the
colloction of employment status data Ly this conventional clasgification, no
inform-tion on mumber of cmployers Wos roturned in the survey result. It seems
that the enumerators grouped employers and own zccount workers as own account
workers., This is substontiated by the fact that carpenters, traders, hotel owners
tella and tej sellers, .shoe mokers etce wha usually hire employees were reported
as own account workers. Thus, the number of own account workers would give a
rough estimate of the number of employers though it may be on the high side since

it includes own account workerse

Table 15. Status of the Ponulation by Sex: 1970,

Male Fenale Both Sexes
Fmployment =
BEAtA Number % Number % Number %,
Employee 3,470 | 577 1,800 | 3841 5,270 § 4941
Own account worker 2,330 | 38.8 2,670 | 5644 5,000 | 4646
Unpaid family worker 210 3.5 260 59 470 £e3
TOTAL 6,010 100.0 447130 100.0 10,740 | 100.0

in the nopulation was 5,270 (49.1%) and the number

The number of employees
unt workers Hlus employers) was 5,000 (46.6%) «

of own account workers (own acco
The unpaid fomily workers were Very few (470 nereons) «

Sex wise there were more male em loyees then females and more females

particinnte in the economy as OWn account workers.
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S conomicilly lon-Active Populotion
Table 16. DBoonomically Non-Active po-ulation by reason for not working: 1970.
Reagon for Male Famnle Both Scxes
Not working
Number % Number % Number %
Student 3,310 86.0 3,020 2T+5 6,330 A2.7
Home maker. ' 10 0.0 74150 6541 7,160 48.3
Income reciepient 430 114 680 6.2 1,110 7.5
Physically disablod 0! 1.0 50 .5 90 b
Others 60 1.6 80 o 140 9
TOTLL 3,850 | 100.0 10,980 | 100.0 14,830 | 100.0

In 1970, there were 3,850 meles; 10.980 females giving a total population of
14,830 who were not working i.e. economically not netive, Kost of the cconoiicnlly
inactive males, 3,310 (86%) weras students and the second major group of economically
inactive norulation were incomc reciépients comstituting 11.4% (430)s For females
the dowinant catogory of economically inactive nopulation were homemckers and
students comprising of 65.1% and 27.5% respectively. It will be obscrved that

the percentage of m-le homemckérs wos nil in contrast of females who ccmstituted . .
654 1%

For the population ~s a whole the major category of economicilly inactive
population were: Homemakers ond studenis.

F. Litcracy of the Labour Force
cusation, sex and percent literate is given

The clasgification of workers by oc
in Table 17 bclow. The percent literate was computed by dividing those who cnn read

ond write for any age group by the total number of persons reported ns working for

the same age group.

Table 17. Literacy of the Labour Force by sex: 1370,
Mnle Female Both 3Sexes
Occupation i g
7 * w
Nomber Literate Numbeg Literatel Huaaz Litorate
Tofessional technical ~nd related
workers 540 94.9 100 90,0 640 2.2
?ﬂlnlstrﬂtlvc and menngerinl workers 40 ! 100.0 = ‘ 40 { 100.0
érical ond related workers 2601  97.8 40 75.0 500 96.0
Sales workers 1,170 52.1 540 1.8 1,710 36.3
Service workers 910 73.9| 1,320 3.0 | 2,230 32.3
Ticulturce, husbandry and forestry 520 26.9 110 0.0 630 22,2
*ﬂductlon and related workers 660 37.9 2,140 0.0 2,900 8.9
rtns) ort equirment operators 220 T2.7 - - 220 T2.7
Loboliers 920 2641 480 § 1.2 | 1,400 18.6
ory.rs not claossificd by occunntion 270 93.0 '3 o 310 23.0
TOTIL 6,000| 60.9] 470 0 J10,720] 35.8
i b _i B (= W
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The table shows the following occunnticnal categoriocs 10 be highly literate:
prgfessional, technical and related workersy administrative and monagerial workersj
clerical and related workerss workers pot classified by occupation and transport
cquipmont operators. The remaining occunational categories have very low literacy
rate. Besides the occupational differences in literncy there is also sox differon—=
tials in literacy. HMale workers were more liternte than femnle workcrse In the
oase of males, espccially for the first three occupational categories almost all
of them were literntie. Although a large proportion of soles work 'rs, service
workers, production and related workers in the population were fomalos, their
literncy rate was miscrably low ronging from O to 3%. Out of 6,010 male workers
and 4,730 female workers, only 60.9% malos =nd /4.0f% fomalos wore liternte.

The cross classification of ocounational profile of tho sopulation by literacy
is inadequote to asmess the educational level of the lobour force. If data were
available to enable us to cross classify occupational nategory by educational

attainment then the enalysis would have been more fruitful to assess the educational

level of the labour forces

Vital Rates

Definitions
1. Crude birth rate is the ratio of the annual number of births to the mid

year population in the calendar year exnressed por 1,000,

2. Crude death rate is the ratic of the annual number of denths to the mid

year population in the cnlendar yeor exnrossed por 1,000,

3., Rate of Natural increasc ig the diffurence botween crude birth rate and .

crude death rate. It gives the rate ot which the population is growing

naturaly.

A% Growth Rate = Births - deaths + (Ir. migrotion-out migration) .

5. TOTAL Fertility Rate refers to the 4otnal number of children that would

be born to a woman who passed her rooroduct
the current schedules of fertility rates.

s to the total number of daughters that
roproductive period and

jve period and expericnces

6. Gross Reproduction Bate refer

would be born to a woman who passcd her

experiences the currcnt schedulces of fertility ratcs.

Te a4 ig the probahility of a child dying before reaching ago twWO.
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Estimates of Fertility and Mortality

pable 18. Reported and Adjusted total number of children cver born per woman
= and age specific Fertility Rates: 1970,

Total children Age-Specific
Age~Group ever born Fertility Rates
Reported Ad justed Reported Ad justed

15 = 19 04180 0.302 0.044 086

20 - 24 1.376 1.1 04150 293

25 - 29 2,136 2,745 0,092 . 180

30 - 34 3.463 4315 0.116 227

35 - 39 4,122 5218 0,127 +248

40 = 44 4,000 5.339 0.018 .035

45 = 49 3.988 54583 0.024 0417
50 - 54 3,347 5.583
5% %= 59 3.759 54583
60 ~ 64 3.818 54553
65 - 69 2,611 5.583

Total fertility Rate 5.583 2.856 5.583

The data on fertility and mortality are limited and defective and thus much
reliability can not be attached to the estimates obtaincd without adjustment,
Tsble 18 shows the reported average number of children ever born per women tabulated
by age of women and the reported age - specific fertility rotes., Bascd on current
fertility of children born in the last twelve months,,a total fertility rate of
2.856 is obtained. If age reporting wes correct, the total number of children
ever born for the nge group /5 = 49 which is about /4 should reprcsent total fertility.
This ostimate of total fertility rate is low, especially that based on age - specific
fertility rates. The under-estimation of fortility may be due to over-reporting

of- females in the reproductive ages OF posgibly omissicns of currcnt births and

total number of children ever born.

It is usually observed that the total number of children ever born per women

start declining ~fter ages 45 - 49.
women tend to forget the total number of children they have born). A method has

been developed by Das Gupte and othcrs11 to adjust for the declining total fertility

This orror is due to memory lapse (i.e. older

resulting from memory lapse. Following that mothod an adjusted total fertility

of 5,583 and gross reproduction rate of 2.72 was obtained (given scx ratio ab

birth of 105), The level of age = snecific fortility rates woro od justed by

multiplying it by a correction ractor of 1.935. Bascd on tho ndjusted age - specific

fertlllty‘ rate o crude birth rate of 45 per 1'000 wans obtaineds
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The survey gove a very unrealistic crude death rate of 1.4 per 1,000, Using
guliven's modification of Brass method of Bstimating child fJOrt:‘.lity12' aE
probebility of a child dying before reaching age two (qz) is estimated as 0.149.
This means that out of 1,000 children born, 149 of them dic beforc reaching age
2 and 851 of them survive to age 2. A crude birth rate of 45 per, 1,000 and child
mortality of 11 per 1,000 would approximately give a crade death rate of 20 per

1,000,

Table 14 Estimated vital rates for Gondar: 1970,

Crude birth rate 45 per 1,000
Crude death rate .5 »
Rate of Natural incrense 25 " b
Rate of Growth due to migration 40 v »
Growth Rate T 4,
(a,) i 1B LR
TOT/L Fertility Rate 5.58

Gross Reproduction Rate 2.72

MIGRATION

The deto on migration relates to information on length of residence which
could be utilized to classify the population into migrants and non-migrants.
However, the question on length of residence was dofective and it did not collect
informetion on those born in Gondar and werc also staying there at the time of
the survey, Thus the analysis herc is limited and is only restricted to the

classification of the population by length of reeidence.

Table 20 Population by Length of Residence: 1970.

Number of Male Female Both Sexcs
yecars 5

stayed Number % Number % Number 9,

0 1,240 s 5 1,860 8.0 3,100 1.6

1 970 5.6 1,150 4.9 2,120 542

2 1,090 6.3 1,360 5.8 2,400 6.0

3 890 5.1 1,040 445 1,930 1.8

A 960 5.5 1,080 4.6 2,040 5.0

5 950 5.5 1,010 103 1,960 7.8

6 + 11,080 | 63.8 15,520 | 66.8 26,600 | 65.5

TOTAL 17,380 | 100.0 23,250 | 100.0 20,630 | 10040
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Form Table 20, we sce that 65.5% of thes population had lived in Gondar for
6 yoars or more, /4.8% for 5 years. If we assume that the ratio of migrants to
non migrants was the some os that of 1965, the number of migrants to Gondar as
of 1970 would be 17,755 (:3.7) and non migrants 22,875 (56.3%).

Population Growth

The population of Gondar is growing at o remarkably fastor rote during the
neriod 1965 = 1970 unlike that of 1939 - 65 which was less than 1% por annume In
1965, the nopulation of Gondar was 29,570« During the period 1965 - 1970, the
population was growing ~¥, a high rate of 6.5% per annum, This rate of growth
is almost tho same as the rote of growth estimated: for urban localitics with
population 2,000 and over which is 6.6% but higher than the rate cetimated for
urban arcas with populations betwcen 20,000 and 100,000 which is 5.3% per annume
The rate of growth f