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POPULATION VULNERABLE TO FOOD SHORTAGES
N WELLO ADMINISTRATIVE RESGION

[ 4 TOTAL No OF PEOPLE £
AWRA JA POPULATION ro‘r'c'utvcl:gv %
AWSA 206,600 t,%00 0.7
DESSIE ZURIA 600,000 3,000
WEREWLU i88,000 37,000
BORENA 400,000 40,000
KALU 445,000 54,000
AMBASEL 313,600 69,200
RAYANA KOBO 200,000 91,000
YEJU 307,400 140,500
WADLA DELANTA 373,000 50,000
WAG 250,000 150,000
WEREHIMEND 395,000 217,000
LASTA 350,000 235,000 |
TOTAL 4,027,600 I,le8,200
40,000
37,000
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SUMMARY

Diffeoront types of disastoreg have ndversely affected the food
supply in the Administrative Region of Wello. The oversll situa-
tion in Wello depicts tho existonce of an underlying ecological
problem that has resulted in » chronic food shortage situation,
Tho Disaster Area Assessmont Unit (DAA) of the Food and Nutrition
Surveillance Programme (FNEP) hneg been conducting field operations
in the region repeastedly and mnntional and international ageancies,
particularly the Relief an! Nehabilitation Commission, have been
taking relief and rchobilitation sctions in the area accordingly.
Based con the food forecasts ard status reporte made by the Food
and Nutrition Surveillance Prosromme , & survey was done

in the three awrajns nomely Eayana Kobo, Yeju nnd Ambassel, and
the other nine awrajas of Wag, Lasta, Wadia delantes, Werehimeno,
vorena, Wereilu, Dessie Zuris, Kalu and fAwsn were visited by o
reccnnaissance trip team this yeor during the menths of January,

Fobruary and Harch,

Crcps grown during the 197C/71 (Eth.C.) "Meher" harvest were
adversely affected in all awrajos although at varying desroes.
The highlend areas were reported to be the most affected. Efome
parts of Wello have "Belg' production, but it was premature to
sny anything on the 1871 (Eth.C.) production during the time of
the study.

Rainfall directly affects pasture and in turn the livestock,

Becnuse there was no enough rajufall in the nrevious year, srazing
was rerorted to be poor. Thu livostock condition was roor and the
depletion of livestock wag renorted to be high. The situstion has
now improved due to the abundance of the belz rains resulting in
adequate grazing. Efforts, althcuch hampered by shortace of drugs,
vaccines and manpower have nlso been made to fight livestock disease
and improve the livestock condition.
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Attempts have boen made to study the market flow and prices. It

has been found that the rursl population is becoming more dependent

on market: fer its food suprply ns conpared to provious yeare. liarket
prices of srain in the survoyed awrajas was reported to have decrensed.
The main reason beins the price control efforts. In the other awrajas,
some places reported incrense in prices of certain tyros of grains
bagcause of shortage and cthors reported decrense in the prices. The
grain price control effort hns coused the decrease of supply to the
open narkets due to the compotition by illegal markets coffering

hicher prices.

Tho food shortages and its seguel has made the people suscentible

tc various kinds of disenses. Irom the findings ©f the roconnaissance
trip team, about 30% of the children who are brought to the maternsl
and child henlth service wore reported to bo malnourishad., Marasmus
and kwashiorkor discases causol Ly nutritional deficiencies, typhus
end Jderrheal diseases werc reported in all awrajas. /. unique disease
locelly known as "Mogn Bagegn" wns reported in some of the hizhland
awrajas. Although no epidumiclopical studies have been conducted

yet, there ar¢ indicaticns to suguzest that it ig a rickoettsinl

disensec.

Based on the assessment, nll awrains, although at varyinz lorrees,
arv affected by the food ghertnge. The number of pesple rotentially
affectod could reach as hish ns 1,188,200. The rains for the belg
seoason were said to be adegquate, hence, the belp nroduction of 1971

(Eth.C.) 1is expected to ease tho Iood shortace situationm,
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INTRODUCTION

Wello Administrative Region covers an area of 74,976 lq.k-|¥ with an
estimated population of erOZG.QOOT The Highland and the Plateau of
the Administrative Region are among the densely populated areas of the
country., The economic activity of the inhabitants of the highland

and the platecau is mainly seltled agriculture, while the economic

activity of the easturn lowland population is mainly pastoral.

The land feature of Wello region consists of the wostern highland, the
central plateau and the onstern lowlands. The hizhlend constitutes a
chain of rugged mountzins with an elevation up to 4,000 meters. The
plateau, with an elovation of about 3,000 meters is characterised by
deeply dissected landscapos with rugred relief and precipice slopes.
The highland and the plnteau lie within the catckhment of the Peshile,
Jema, Abbay and Tekkezlie Rivers. Numerous streams join these rivers
carrying the uncoverod fortile soil of the slopes. The lowland area
lies east of the egcarpment and extonds down to the dry plains of the
Awash Valley and tho Danankil Depression.

The average annual rainfall is 1,000 to 2,000 mm. in the hirhlands,

800 to 1,200 nm, in the central plateau and 50 to 400 mm. in the eastern
lowlands, In the past Zew years, drought wns persistins in the highland
and the central platenu. There was seasonal disturbances of weather with
undependable and decroased precipitation. In the present decade, Wello
regicn has been vulnerable to critical food shortage., The vulneranbility
of Wello to naturnl fcod shortage stems from its elimatic disturbances,
archaic agricultural systom, its dense population, deforestation, con-
tinuous deterioration of tho soil, lack of infrastructure, etc. These
factors have alwnys contributed to the maintenance ¢f a2 marginal subsis-
tance level with tho eover present risk of famine whenever unfavorable
climatic conditions prevailed. Thoe land is inteneively cultivatoed and
thore have been progressive deforestation and goil orosion. Even under
normal climatic conditions little surplus of grain is produced in most

partgof the Region,

Sources: 1 - Centrsl HStatistics Cffice
Z = Awrnjn Administrative Offices
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P taonm h - [l1'n 13
and A{eep barren sLopes. Waa A\L'ZJ_,’J,‘

¥hen a drought prone area like Wello is over-cultivated, deforested

and over-grazed the soll deteriorates and the chances are strong for

its inevitable conversion into unproductive waste land. It is a fact
that behind the massive and continuing loss of vegetation are two
intensifying buman needs: The increased use of wood as fuel and the
clearing of newlands which convert former friable, fertile and water
retentive soil into depleted, compacted waste land., In times of heavy
rains, water surges over barren slopes carrying along the fertile top
s0i1l. These silts from the rugged plateau and the highlands are carried

away by streams, and rivers.

o od9
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S8ix nain harvest scascons have now nassed since the catastrophic

droucht and famine in Wello which claimed the lives of hundreds and
thousands of human and livestock population was mace public., BDut even
now thn/%gg%tago problem is not over yet and the aree still neods reolicf
aid. Since 186 Eth. C, food doficit particularly in the western awrajes
of the region has beon regularly indicated in tho INSP reports.

The Disastor Arean Assessnent Unit of FNSP conductud a survey from
January to April 1972 in Lasta, Vadla Delanta and Werehimeno and
collected information from the othor three awrnjns namely; Dessie
Zuria, Wag and Borena. According to the findiagze ovor €00,000 people
were estinated to bo affected by seriocus food shortazes. In accordance
with the findinrs 2nd roccmmendations of FNOP (sce Food Shortage Survey
Report on Wello, May 127&), RRC had intervened with food and medical
supplies. Tnsk forces have been orpgonized by tho government and short

and long torm plans have been prepared for the population of the ereas.

Since the last survey tha TliSP recular reports ocntinued to indicate
deficit production in most awrajns of the Administrative Region. For
instance, the Belz Senson Food Supply System Eynontic Report (Sept,1878)
indicated that six cwrajns were expoctins poor rroduction from their
Belp harvest. Again the Food Supply System Report (Hovembor, 1978)
anticipated deficit Meher production in eipht awrnjas. Finally, the
Moher Main senson Food Supply Systom Synontic lLeport (March, 1970)

indicated doficit areans in nine awrajas.

Henco, the Disaster /fron Assessment Unit of the Food and Nutrition Sur-
veillance Programme conducted a survey in Qayann Kobo, Yeju and Ambassel
Awrajns, and a reconnaissance study trip in VWas, Lasta, Wadla Delanta,
VWerchineno, Dessie Zurin, Kalu, Awsa, Borema and Wereilu, This report
presents the findinzs of the study tecms in threo soctions corresponding

to the methods used in nsgessing food shortage. For those who are interoste”
in pursuing the imract of natural disasters in Wello Re—~ion "A Profile of
Disasters in Welle" nrepared by the Disaster Preparedness Planning Procramme

is annexad.
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OBJECTIVES OF SURVEY AND RICCHNAISSANCE TRIP

The primary objectives of the survey and the reconnaissanc:e trip

were: -

a) To essess the magnitude of crop failure,

b) To nssess the situation of the human population, livestock,
pasturc and market flows anc nrices,

c) To forecast the offocts of tho crop failure on the food
supplios and human population,

d) To provide updated information to the Relisef and Rchabilitation
Commission on which nanagement decisions rolated to urgent feood
aid and rchabilitation mengures can be based to cllevinte
the difficulties,

e) To menke a follow up study in srens that were surveyed last
year.

f) As a by-product, to provido portinent and contemporary infor-
mation to other concerned Governmont and international agencies
iz the hope that the information will facilitato the formulation
of responsive decisions.

SECTION I

SELECTED FINDINGS OF SURVEYED AWRAJAS (RAYANA KOBO, YEJU, AMBASSEL)

A'

DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
1. Populction size estimntaos:

In preparation of reporte, espoecianlly those requiring population

figures, one Lns to depend cu iuformation from Adairistrative

Offices nnd C.£.0's nuticnal sample survey renorts, vhich were

..-/5
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published in 1967 and beins annually (projected) using the 2.1%
prowth rate in addition to thesc the list of tax payors in a given

area could also gseorve as a bapis for calculating population figures.

Howover, population figurc estimates for this study were obtained solely
frcm tho surveyed Asrajns sand Wereda Administrative Offices.

Table 1: Population Size of Surveyed Awrajas, 187C

Awrnjn Size
Rayana Kobo 200,600
Yeju 307, 3€0
Anbasel 313,604
TOTAL 820,964

Migration:
Serious food shortage can Lo detected by using information on unusual

nigration of people in a given arees and could serve 2s one of the many
inlicateors of food shortege.

In our last survey of the three Awrajas of Wello Administrative Hegion,
unusuel migration of pecrle, dre to food shortage was not reported in

most of the visited aroas.

Since the last famine in Wello (1973/74) unusunl migration of people

has decreansed cdue to the efforts of R.H.C. in providing relief food in

the affected areas and the improvement of the trans;ort infrastructure in
the Administrative Rogion since then., Peasant Associations have also con-
tributed to the decrense of the number of peonle mizratins by giving early
warning of food shortages, controlled issuance of travol permits and iden-
tification cards and by organizing community action acainst food shortares
(establishment of co-cp farme, piving farm service to the old and disabled,
ete.)
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in
Ae shown in table 2 below,/the surveyed Awrajas of Raya & Kobo, Yeju and

Ambasel only 7 out of the 27 sites considered reported below normal
nopulation at the time of survey, indicatinc that very fow neonle were

under unusual migration Jdue to shortare of food,

Table 2: Population 8ize Ly Awraja (19679)

Munbes ?z Porulation Size Status
Awraja Farmers

Associntions ‘L

Considcered Normal elow Normal| Above Normal
Rayana Kobo 2 1 3 4
Yeju 9 6 1 2
Anbasel 10 " g 3 -
TOTAL 27 14 7 ¢

Population nee.ling agsistanuce

The computation of the ficure for the population neading assistance in any
aren affected by food shortages is a A1fficult task, Locause the people
supposed to give the feed back information alrogt always tend to magnify the
real situation. One, therefore, has to boar in mind the above mentioned
statement while considerinz the estimatod number of population needing
assistauce in the three awrajas which is given as 500,700 in table 3

below:

The amount of belg production as compared to total annusl production should
be taken into consideration when determinins the number -f population need-
ins assistance. The succoss ~r failure of bLelp nroducticn nay influence the
nunber of peorle needins asgsisstanco and the duration of assistance.
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Sitos visitod in Rays ~ Lo Awraja reported that bels production accounts
for 23% of their totesl annual production while situs visited in Yoju and
Ambtasel reported their loulg production to be 294 and 27% respectively.

Though the nroportion of bel: production as compared to annual production
in all the throe surveyo! Awrnjas is loss than -;—.. It is assumed that tho
ruaber of people noeding assistance will significantly decrense if the

belg season production succoeds in 1971 (E.C.)

Talle 3: Estimated Number of People Needin; Assistance by Awraja

Awrala Number of Peopl

Yoju 140,500

Ray & Kotp 91,000 |
X
g |

imbesol €9,200 J

TOTAL 300,700 !

As n supplement to the discussion on the number of roople needing assis-
tance we have added n tablo showing the age break down of the population
noeding assistance in table 4 below, The nce brenk down of the population
is prepared in the hope of providing conerete information to the R.1.C.

and other donor agencies as to the amount nnd duration of assistance neoded
for the affected population,

Tablo 4: Number of Peojle in necd of Assistance iu tho threo purveyed
~wrajssby Ane Group.,

Azo=~Grou; Didsen ‘, Nunber -f

(yenrs) People

0-4 14.9 “s, 000

5-14 26.0 78,182
15-59 53.3 .80,07"
60& over 5.8 17,443
TOTAL _100.0 $00,72°
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In table 4, the ageo breask down of the population is classified into
four parts takinc the distribution of children, the young, adults and

the old in each group. Furthermore, the age brenk Cowrn in the table

also assumes sinmilar nre-structure for the populstion in need of assis-

tance as well as the total nopulation,

CROP PERFORMANCE

Cropning 12 a najor activity of the people in Rayans Kobo, Yeju

and Ambasel. Sorchun, Teff, Meize, Peas and Poans wore reported

to be the major crops zrown. Excent Kobo woreda ic Rayana Kcbo
Awraja, all the other woredns werc found to have belp production.
The bLelg producing arens reported that the belpg production accounts

for 20-30% of their total annual production,

Most of the woredas visited have had no enough rainfall for their
last meher production. As can been seen in table 5, lack of rein
was the most ocmmon tyre of disaster during the last meher pro-
duction in all three awrajas. The crop damage in Kayana Xobo Awraja
occurred during the rermimation period. In tho other twe awrajas
namely Yoju and Ambassel, the crop- damage occured durinc the flower-
ing and maturation period., Crop pest and rust werc the other tynes

of disaster that cnused major damare.

e Ad
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Table 5: Unusual event during cropping calendar by type of Disaster (TD)*
percentage of production destroyed (PFD) , Woreda and Period**
. SORGHUM TEFF MAIZE PEAS BEA
P, —_
Forgdaiing, Pexrld ™ ¥ | T [FP ™ PPD | T | T ™ 591
Raya & Kobo G 1+2 75 1 91.4 1 80 1+2+3 100 G -
M
H
Yeju G
P 1+2+3 56.1 1+2 55.4 14245 29 1+2+3 75 1+2 83
H .
Ambassel G
P+ 1+2+3 60.2 | 1+2+5+4141.4 |1+2+3+5 43 |1+2+3+4 66.6|1+2+3+4 68.7
H
*(TD) Type of Disaster: 1. leck of Rain ¥*Period: G - Germination

2. Crop

3. Rust Disease
4. Heavy Rain
5. Wild Animals

Pest

F+M'- Flowering and Maturation
H - Harvest

NG - Not Growm
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LIVEETOCK

Shortage of rain in 196%-1870 (Eth. C.) was the main cause for the
lack of water and pasturs in the throe surveyoed awrajas of Rayana
Kobo, Yeju and Ambassel. The livestock Jdependent population in the
lowland areas of these awrajas vpg highly affected by the depletion
of livestock. The situation has now improved due to the abundance
of the belpg rains in 1971 (Eth.C.). The belg rains which have
started in Thohsas of this year have resulte! in cdequate grazing

for the livestock.

In the three surveyed awrajas, imnformation on number of livestock
slive, bought, scld, butchered and dead for tho three months precedings
the survey da: e was obtained as shown in Tabel € below. The infor-

nation gathered, especially on the number of livestock alive should

be considered with eare hecause the interviewcvos' almost always tend
to give underestimated figures for livestock alive, It shoujy also

be noted that the estimated figure given for the number of livestock
(Dead) - also includes the butchered.

From the table, hish offtako rate*fisures cen be observed for shoats
in all threoe awrajos usinly duo to disense /dysentry/ which has been
killing them in larre numbers since the last wo yoars. The low off-
toke rote fipures for cattle and equines as comparod to shoats,
however, show the lessor lepletion of livestock due to the recovery
after the belr rains in the three awrnjas. It was also reportced that
the timecly recovery of livestock in Ambassel and Yeju /wrajas was
hanpered by the migretion of the nomadic population 2rom Awsa awraja.
This migration has resulted in the over grazinc of the already avail-

nble pasture in the two Awrajas.

d + Dead
* Offtake rate » 2= 2 X 100

Alive + Sold{Dead
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Table 6:

Livestock Alive, Bought, Scld and Dead in the three months preceding

survey date

by Awreja
Type Awreja Alive Bought |[Sold Dead |Offtake rate?
1 Reyana Azebo 550 Nil 11 37 8.02
Cattle "eju 587 15 19 46 9.96
Ambessel 648 3 5 36 5.95
Rayana Kobo 279 2 17 70 231
Shoats Yeju 709 20 98 146 25.6
Ambassel 756 5 28 155 19.4
Rayana Kobo 95 Nil 1 5 5.94
Ambassel 106 Hil 2 24, 19.6

Vas
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Main types of livestock liscases rejyorted in the throe surveyed awrajns

wore rinderpest, anthrax and black les. Shoats are mainly cttac’ed by
dysentry. Efforts are bein: made by concerned M,0.iA.8. staff to curb the
effects of the discase. The one big berrier for combetin~ the disease

is the treatment fec (2 Birr/animal) which | inlers the farmers from brin~ing

their livestock to treatment conters.

HARKET FLOWS & PRICES:

Market prices °f grain in the three surveyod Lwrnjas have shown a nnrked
decrease conpared to prices of last year (sec table 7 below). The price
decreasec is mainly due to the price-cut (control) regulations of 1071
(E.C.) which nre being inplemeunted in the whole of the administrative
region of Wellc and by nc means indicate an incroase in production or
supply of prain to markete. The above statement ioc proved by the fact
that lesser amount of grain is being supplied to markets after ;nov't
officiels decided to implement the price cut reculations. However,
shortace of pulses in iarkets of Yoju Awraja was obsorved becnuse the
pulse crowing areas in the hiphlands wore nffecteld by natural calamites.
Furthermore, higher grain prices in Llack markets, controlled by farmer-

nerchants, were reported from Ambasel Awraja.

The rural population in the three awrajas is becoming nore dependont on
narkets for its fo.d supply as compared to the previous years. Two of
the surveyed Awrajns reported that thoy are more dependent on markets
for their food supply than last year. In Ambasel awraja Jependenceos\
Markets for food was not reported mainly due to the fact that the survey

in this awraja was carried out during harvestinzg time,

Prices of livestock, have decreased compared with last years' prices.

However, ns shown in table 8 marginal price increasc of cattle has been
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Table 7: Average Retail Price per Kg./birr of grains this year and Average

Index (Last year = 100) by Awraja

Sorghum Teff Maize Beans Peas
ANRAJA average |average (average [average | average [average [verage [verage | average erage

price index price index price index price index price index
Raya & Kobo 0.29 58.1 957 TR 0.24 T N.A. N.A, N.A. N.A
Yeju 0.41 71.9 591662 0.35 67.3 0.38 63.3 0.43 57.3
Ambassel 0.63 90.0 0.61 % 0.40 85.1 0.33 67.3 0.34 70.8

.NE
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Table 8: Average price in birr of livestock this year snd average index (last year = 100) by Awraja

CATTLE SHOATS CAMELS DONKEYS MULES HORSES

Av. Av. | Av. Av. Av. Av. Av. Av. | Av. Av, | Av. Av,
Price | Index |Price [ndex |Price ‘1ndex |Price |Index | Price |Index | Price (Index

Raya & M | 266.00 | 80.7 | 28.75 |70.55| 450.00 {50.00

7.50] 72.8 | 481.25 | 88.25]151.75 | 75.00
Kobo )

F | 238.55 | 85.0 | 24.00 |69.85]1200.00{100.00

M | 292.50 {107.20] 18.50 F.OS.SZ 300.00 | 40.00
Yeju .50 | 73.62]| 316.04 | 67.96|116.25 |87.32
F | 238.85 |103.00| 19.53 |74.37 | 300.00 | 66.66

M |248.87 | 98.03| 18.22 [94.60 | 600.00 | 85.71
Ambassel 0.83 | 71.37|291.66 [70.94] 96.66 |93.54
¥ 1198,.34 | 97.95] 17.10 [93.90 | 600.00 [100.00

ol
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observed in Yeju Awraja., Increase in prices of cattle can be
attributed to an increese in demand of farmine oxon, The decronse in
price of Draft animals is mainly due to the strict control of the
movement of D, Animals from Wello to Tisrai Administrative Nesion
since last year., In discussions held with concerned Awraja Admini-
strative officials livestock prices have been ronorted as normal in

Ambasel and Yeju Awrajas.
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SECTICON II

FOOD SUPPLY SITUATION IN WADLA DELANTA, WERELIMENO, LLSTA, WAG,
EORENA, WEREILU, DESSIE ZURIA, KALU, AND AWSSA AWRAJAS

(Reconnaissance Trip Result)

General Remarks

As indicated by the Food Bupply Eystem reports issued since 16877

(G.C), the preliminary report on Wello (Jan., 1977 G.C), end The
Disaster Area Assessment Rerort on Wello (May, 197C G.C.), nost of

the Awrajas in the region have beon facing serious food shortages for
years, The food supply situation has been particularly serious in most
parts of Wadla Delanta, Werchimeno, Lasta, Wag, and Borena, and some

areas of Wereilu and Dessie Zuria Awrajas.

Based on the 1978 (G.C) Mcher (liain) season food supply system reports,
which indicated failure of the 1973/79 (G.C.) Meher scason crops in the
above mentioned Awrajas and in some areas of Kalu, and also to assess

the change from last year, if any, of the food supply situation of the

anffected awrajas, assessment of the food supply situation of these awrnjas

wes made at an awraja, and wheroever possible, at woreda (sub awraja) levels.

Since a detailed study of the food supply sitation in most of the hichly
affected awrajas was nade last year and there wns nc sigmificant change
of the food supply situation from last year, ancther detailed study was

found unnecessary.

A. CROP PERFORMANCE
1) Meher 1978/79 G.C.:~
All woredas of Wadla Delanta, Werehimeno, Lasta, Wag, Borena,

Wereilu, Dessie Zurina, and most woredns of Kalu, and Bati Voreda

of Awssa mainly depend cm crop production as the major source

' «os/ 18
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cf focd. Barley, wheat, and horse beans in the dega (highland)
areas, teff, field peas, nnd lentils in the weinn deva (mic
altitude) arcas, and gorghum, maize, and teff in the Kola (lowland)
areas are the major cr- ps grown in these awrajas. In narticular,

barley in the dega areas, and sorghunm in the kels arens nre dominant.

The 1978/7¢ G.C. leher seansor production was reported to have failoed
in the awrajas which have been suffering from foocd shortages last
year - (most parts of Wacdla Delanta, Werehimeno, Lasta, Wag, Borena
and areas in Dessie Zuria and Wereilu). Although not extensive,

crop failure was also reported in arcas of Kalu and Awssa Awrajas.

i) Wadla Delanta:

Nearly 50% of the awraja is mainly barley growing dega aren,

and comnlete destruction of barley was reported in the two woredas
of the awraja- Delanta and Wadla Dawnt. Except in 2o few Kola
arens, where food shortage was renorted, prroduction of other

crons was generally adequate in the remainins parts of the awraja.

Damage to barley by Ephidis in the dega arcas, and damage

to sorghum by lack of rain in the Kola nreas were the major

causes of crop failure. Sorghum, an important kola crop was

not sown in most of the kola areas due to shortage of reain.
Ballworm (pest), frost, and shortace of rain damage to teff and
horse beans was n2l1lso roported. Although sufficient pesticide

was available pest contrcl was Jdifficult due to late reporting

of the pest damage. Moreover, the pesticicdos applied in the

areas which reported the damare carly werce found to be ineffective,

ii1) VWerehimeno:

fince more areas were cultivated overall production was slichtly
better than last year. However, the food shortages in the three

woredas nf the awraja - Tenta, "lekdelrs, and Lesambo - remain to

b L
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iv)
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be serious. Barley, the major crop in the Jdegn areas of the
three woredas was completely destroyed due to lack of rain.
Approximately 307 of Tenta, 40% of Mekdela, and €5% of Legambo
Yeredas are dega areas. Production in the remaining areas of
the woredas was estimated to be enocugh until the end of Genbot
(May). Unlike the other western Wello Awrsjins no major nest

damage was reported in the awraja.

Lasta:

Gidan, Bugna, anc Meket are the threc woredss in the awraja.
Ccnmplete destruction of all crcps grown in the dege arceas of
these woredas, where more than €0% of the population lives,
was reported. The romaining areas cf the awraja, although
affected, were better than the dega arens. [I'roduction was

estimated to be encugh uptc the end of Genbot,

Ephidis, some unknown pest, and lack of rain in the desa areas,
degeza, rrasshopper, and early cessation of rein in the kola
areas were the reported causes of crop failure. Ergot infected
crops were alsc witnossed in the dega areas of Hoket Woreda,

and concerted effort wns made to burn the crops on the field,

Enough pesticide was available in Gidan Woreda, and attempt was
mede to contrcl the unknown pest, which was similar to Ephidis,
using ephidis pesticide but wns ineffective. Ilost control was
also difficult in the depa areas of Bugna & Mekot Woredas due

to heavy rain in Hemle (July), and in the kola areas due to

shortage of pesticide and sprayors.

Wae :

Crop failure was reported in all three woredes of the awrajn -

Dehana, Sekota, and WoZela. The crop failure in Dehana, which

"L
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is very inaccessille and much more affocted, and Sckota was
particularly sericus. Ircluction in most parts of Wofela was
estimated to be enough uptc the end of Genbot, The remaining
areas of Wofela, which are Belg producing, could be self suffi-
cient i1f the coming (1979G.C.) Belp (Small sosson) harvest is
favourable. In general about 35% of the pre-disaster years

production was obtained in the awraja.

Grasshopper, eonhidis, and lack of rain were the major causes of
crop failure. Uarley and whoat were the crons seriously affected,
In some areas, the crops were completely destroyed Ly pest,

Pest control was very lifficult due teo shortece of pesticildes

and nanpower, and late reportins of pest attack.

v) Borena:

The crops prown in the de;a areas of Saint and bre Sinn
VWoredas were completely destroyed mainly by pest and also hail-
storm., Saint Woreda, which borders the dega arens of Werehimeno
Awraja, was much more affected than Debre Sina. IVroducticn in
the third woreda - Kelala, and tho remaining areas of Saint and
Debre Sina was ndegqunte. Rainfall was penerally sufficient in

the Awraja.

vi) Wereilu:

Overall production in the awraja was reported to Le more than
last year. However, the crops grown in the Jdern areas of VWereilu
and Lepehida woredas (about one-fourth of tho woredas) were
completely destroyed. The crop destruction was particularly
serious in Legehids YWrredn. Production was adoquate in the
third woreda - Jamma, ~nd the remaining areas of Vereilu and

Legehida.

v/ 32
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Ephidis, and late cnset of rain were the major causes of
cron failure. The weina desa and koln nross of Legehida and
Wereilu werc alsc affocted by dogeza, and Jamn Woreda by
ephidis but the pests were controlled early.

Dessie Zurin:

Froduction was reported to bLe sadequate in mcst arens of tho
two woredas of the Awrnja - Dessie Zuria and Kutaber. Crop
failure was renorte! in only three pensant asegcciastions out of
fifty eight in Dessie Zuria Voreda, and eight ocut of thirty

eight in Xutober Woreds, which are dega areas.

Ephidis and lack of rain were the major causes of crop failure.
The pest could not Le controlled enrly due to late reportins

of the attack.

Kalu:

Overall production was reported to be bettor than last year,
Last year's production was adequate. Cron failure wes reported
in areas of Kalu Worela, which could affect nbout 209 of the
population of tho woreda, and what was produced in the affectod
arons was estimated to Le enocush until the end of Ginbot.
Sericus crop failure was also reported in three ponsant asgocin-
tiong in Artunma Wore's, which is mainly a pastorsl woreda.

Sorghum is the major crop grown in most arens of the Awraja.

Shortage of rain in ¥alu Woreda, ond Stalk Lorer, which could
not be effoctively controlled by the pesticide apnlicd, in
Artuma, wore the casuses of cron failure. Hailstomrm, untinely

rain, Be-tles, and grasshonper damage to the crons in the other

ucn/”
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woredas of the Awraja - Albuko, Iseye Gula, and Dewi Tahmedo -

wns also reperted but the damage was not extensive, and the

overall performance ~f the crops in these areas was not affocted.

ix) Awssa:

Bati is the omly crop oroducing woredn in the Awraja, and sorrhum

is the major crop grown. Production in Bati was reported to be

penerally

adequate. Although therc was crop failure due to lack

of rain and pest in some areas of the woredn, overanll nroduction

was reported to be adequate.

%) Uele (Small Season) 1679 {£.C):

Mcst woredas of

the rogiorn are inportant belp nroducing areas. There

arc areas in Werehinmeno and Desgie Zuria Awrajas, which mainly denend

on belp product

ion. In genersl belg production scoounts about ten to

twenty percent of the anrual production in the resion.

It was reported

that the cverall performance of the 1579 (G.C) belg

crops in most woredas wne gatisfnctory. Rainfall wos adoecunte and on

time., However,

pormination).

the crops were at an early stage of growth (mostly

It nust Do noted that rainfall in theso nrons is usually

erratic and the major Lelg crop - Larley - suscoptible to pest attack.

Dels crops were

not sown in Tonte woreda of Werehineno Awraja for seed

aid was not given on tine. As the weino depa arong of Tonta are moinly

bels crop dependent, this could have an adversc effoct cu the food supply

situation of the woredn.

2. SIZE OF POPULATION

As no improvement was secn in the

awrajas of the ref

AND VEOVLE WEEDING ASSICTANCE®

food supply situation nf the affected

ion, & gignificant nunber of people were still rerorted

* Estimated by Awraje Admindstration.

I —
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to require assistance. Compared with last year the number of people
needing assistance in Wadla Delanta, and Werehimono Awrajas has de-
creased, but increased in Lagts Awrajan. No estimate of the affected
population was made in the other awrajas last year. If thoe coming
belg harvest fails in Vofels Woroda, more people could be affocted in

Weg Awraja.

Number of Feople Noeding Assistance

B Poiz::tion sz::z;

Assistance
Lasta ) 350,000 235,000
Wag 250,000 150,000
Werehimeno 365,000 217,000
Wadla Delanta 375,000 150, 000
Wereilu 135,000 37,000
Borena 400,000 40, 000
Kalu 445,000 54,000
Dessie Zuria 600,000 3,000
Awssa 20€, 000 1,500
TOTAL 3,206,000 887,500

One point worth mentioning here is that food aid could not be given

to 2,500 people in Wag andunspaified number of people in Lasta Awraja,
who 1ive in the woreda and awraja cepitals and need assistance, as
they were classified as urben dwellers. The relief food aid distribu-
tion regulation in the affected awrajas of Western Wello does not

allow urban dwellers to get food =id, and the awraja administrators

reported difficulties in helping the needy in the towns.
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MIGEATICN

Migration was reported in most of the awrajas visited. The nig-
rations from Wag, Awssa, Borena, and Lasta were ususl but the
rate has increased. A significant number of people were also
reported to have migrated from Wadla Delanta, Werehimeno, Woreilu
to the neighbouring awrajas, and most of them were unusunl with
the whole family migrating. o emigration was reported from Kalu,

but there was immigration from Western Wollo to the Awrajn.

HEALTH

Wbhen people are malnourisbed, thoir body resistonce decrenses
and they become susceptible to all kinds of diseases. Fonce,
the reporting of some of the common diseases like typhus, relap-
sing fevers, diarrhoea, kwashiorkor and marasmus by the DAA Unit
from their findings in the ficld is common. At times, howover,
some unique diseases, evon hard to identify by medical poople,

are¢ also encountered during field operations.

A digease, locally known ns "Maggne Bagognu",vllterully moaning

I wish for a fool, was first oncountored by tho DAA Unit poople
during the Wello survey held during the months of Novembar-December
187€ (G.C.) and was mentioned in the prelininery reoport written

by the Unit in January 1877 (©.C). The disease wes nlso roported

during this last field operation.

The digseasc is said to exist in scuthern Tigrni, Eagtorn Gondar,
Western Wello and Northern Shon. From the discussicn with some
medical people and readinz of the medical book emtitled "A manunl
of Tropical Medicine" fourth edition, the disense ie ~n ccute
febrile disease caused by Rickettsin rickettsi, The infoction is

commonly transmitted to man by the bite of the infected tick,



MMa
R m%#f}omﬂwwmthﬁ-ﬁ
B ‘h ;B #MKMWMHa eiret ’Q\Qﬂﬂ, ik wot? Wdol et
_. mthM ' & beRses s ape Bet

,;J."- | '%M SRR 3tbtoc aber annd bovstabe dumi b b0 iaigsn

-‘r‘ rﬁmmmuwmmﬁwmmm&
}% wmwmwam ﬂwthmtnm ks
4 VR mm&dﬂhﬁw%xémwﬁﬁiw

l‘l
¥ -|I'I-!: I"-

"'i ﬁ“’, li' il ﬂ e L T ; '.r bid e
'%ﬂmmaﬁnmmﬁm »

-f
T

J

i
!.-'

e g

=

A ﬂn !*M e
(% m Mh-ﬁnumﬂawﬁa&u.hmwb Nare

e =

"'r

gt

e .,ﬁiu,- | {etred L wosords Bolmne 08 2o wabl 1o [ TR T

| ¢ ﬂtiﬂm v fhhamatad tne 1850t S0k | it trsed ‘i‘nm} ia |
B

mw&ﬂ mu%uaunmtuztﬁwsﬁi :
f M ;ﬂmﬂ ﬂ lisun oF paed Rive »nn».tb uﬁpﬂﬁr gis

m:n.go um mm mnw ok Ea ire

LY e o 3
-.=_' = Y
- [y

e B S i T

M%m gl R 5. cbia tu&m .a..am s
mﬁdmaﬂﬁn&;m 2oitY v Flob 8 45+ ﬁﬁh g
th*wwnbbmgﬁ%&m% |
¥y mm :
L0 %WW—W Ni!attjlwu&ihm (,{jh} el -
' . im. 3 Hm*ﬂ"“\‘” "ﬂ {am ™o ﬁl&&ﬂ ’Mm"“ “ 3
SR AR S o duab i

R -.h"‘

oL
"

T

Mhm: B sukas 50 nid q:t a.ﬂi;;&_” e
R E T, aebF i b i oieoN *' o
ﬁhlﬂﬂu B 44 l@&:&

o N chin WW‘- kit
FRMNIRSS Srdcaiiili vy iy




- 26 - 01C/02/79

Ocecasional instances of infection have occurred, howover,
following contamination of the hands by crushing ticks while
renoving them from domestic aninals. Tick vectors mny be
considered in two groups: (1) ticks which feed both on wild
rodents and on man, and (4) ticks which serve as vectors =nong
wild rodents but do not feed on man or soldom come in coatoact
with him. The disease dogs not, as a rule, appear in epidemics.
However, in some hecvily tick-infested areas it hae reached

almost epidemic proportions.

The disease is clharacterized by hirh fever, pains iz the bones

and muscles and headache., The fover risos rradually or fairly
rapidly to about 104°'F and remnins elevnted without porning re-
missions. The pathologic finlings of this disense rosemble thosge

nf typhus in that the chiof losions are found in small blood
vessels. The height of the iliness is renched in the second week.

it this time the pulse Leccmes ropid and weak, and nervours synptoms,
especially delirium, may eppesr. It is during this period that

necrosis and death occur. If the patient survives tho isth dey,

his chances for recovery are uxcelleat.

The mortality depends cr the virulence of the rickottisinl aud
on the age of the patient. Porsons over 50 years of aro are parti-

cularly orone to die of the sover, whereas children aro but slightly

affected ns a rule.

The broad spectrum antibiotics, chioramphenicol and tho tetracyclines

have all proved highly effoctive in tho treatment of the disesse.

lowever, sole reliance upn the antibiotic in seriously 111 patients

1ate in the ccurse of their Jisense is inndequate. Tao ainistry

of Public Henlth has recently reoadeasted not to use the local troat-

in
ment of blcod-letting which is ~naomic rosulting Many Jeaths. It has

advised tho pecple to go to the nearest clinice. The diseasc 1s still

being investirated by the Ministry.
ll./27
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Rutritional deficioncies (marasmus and kwashiorkor), tynhos
(louse borne) and relansing fever wore wide spread in n11 awrajas.
About 30% of the children brought to maternal an? child health
service werc malnourished. Other diseases such as holminthiasis,
all kinds of dysentry, eye Ciseases (trachoma, conjunctivitis),

scabies, VD were roported in several other arocs,

Shortages of drugs in Kalu, Dessie Zurin, and Borena, suﬁplenoa-
tary food in Awssa, health personnol in Wereilu, Borena, and Wadla
Delanta were reported. The health centre in Wadls Delanta, which
was destroyed in 1875 (G.C), has been repaired but lacks wator
supply and electricity. It was also reported that the closure of
the seven day Adventist Hission Eospital in Deesio has resulted in
the pre-occupation of the health centre in curntive sctivities at
the expense of Public Health.

MAREKET PRICLS AND FLOWS

Cereals:
e ————

Compared with last year, nrices were reported to have increased by
100% in Awssa, and 70% in Wag Awrajas. Slicht incresce in price
was also repcrted in Werehimeno. Last years price of cereoals were

already very high in these awrajas.

A decrease in price of ceresls was reported in Laste ond Wereilu
awrajas by 30% and 50% respectively. There was no chanre in price
in Borena and Wadla Delanta aswrajas. Prico control wns introduced

in Dessie Zuria and Kalu awrajas.

Supply of cereals weos senerally poor, particularly in the narkets
of Awsse Awrajs. As most woredas of Awssa are pastoral arens the

market and livestock dependent population of the swraja Jupondg
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on other awrajas for its supply of grain, ZRecently, no grain
was cominr to the awraja, and this has rosultoed even in the
closure of hotels for = number of days., It was only in Lasta
that adequate supply was reported. Supply of bariey was almost

nil in mecst marcets ¢f the Western Wello Awrajns.

Livestock;

Prices of livestock were reported to have incroessed by 20% in
VWadla Delanta and Werzhimeno, 30% in Lagta, 40% in Woreilu, and
slightly increased in Halu Awrajas compared with last yeoar. Last
yoar's prices were not high in most of these awrajes. Prices
decreased by 50% in Awssa, slightly dacroased in Wa: Awraja, and

were the sams ag lant year in Borema, TPrico control was intro-

duced in Dessic Jurin Awrajn.

LIVEETOCK CONDITION

P agstoral Arcas:®

Most woredas (five out of six) of Awssa Awraja, and parts of

Artuna and Deowi Rabmedo Woredas of Kalu Awraja aro psstoral

(livestock dependent) areas.

The condition of the pastornlists in Kalu could not be known

as they graze their livestock in Awash (Harerghe rozion). Pasture

condition was reported to be getisfactory an? botter than last

year in all woredas, except Awssa and Elidar woredas of Awssa

Awraja for they crazs around tho Awash River. Pasture in Awssa

and Elidar was affected by lack of rainm. The livestock in Awssa
and Dubti Woredas were affocted by rinderpust but was controlled.

oo/ 29
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Food noisonins was alac reported to have soricusly affected all
livestock rrazing sround the Awash farmg, rarticularly of the
settlers arcund Feyayils (Pubti). LAbout 40 livestock deaths were
witncssed in ons day, and one of the settlorsg raportod the doath
of 20 of his livestock, The calves and youn~ camols worQ not
affected as they wore not allowed to the rrazing: lands, It was
reported that the Poisoning was from tho chanicals washed to the

grazing lands from the Awash farus.

LCrorping Arcas:

Several livestosk diseeses were reported in the cropping el
woredas. Anthrax, black log, internal nerasites, particularly
liver fluke, rinderpest, and foot and nouth disense were wide
sprend in alnost all awrajas. TFor examrle, L0% nf the livestock

in Werehimeno were affected by internal rarasites, In addition,
rabics in Wadle Delanta, sheep pox, tryranosominsie and scabioes

in Wag, sheep pox in Werehineno, carpineplurs [neumonina (CPP) anong
goats in Kalu were reported. In areas of Yeroilu Awrnja a Adisease
synptomatically ginilar to rinderpest but uncontrollable by rinder-
Pest vaccines was reported. In most areas the 2isenses could not

be controlled due to shortare of drugs, vaccines, and nanpower,
G. FOREESTRY

The afforestation activities in all awrajas except Awssa
were generally encouraning. Several scodincs were plantes
last year, anc millions are planned to be ;leatod next year throuch
food-for-work pro;rammes. However, shortzes of nanpower: iaplements
and transportation were reported in Zalu, Yeroilu, Wadla Delanta

and Dessic Zuris Awrajas. In Awsss, the activity wes on experinmental
basis and needs to ba expanded. Therc 1s no afforestation activity
in Dawnt Woreda of Wadla Delanta Awraja, whoro it is vory much needed,

due to shortage of manpower.

T R T N Y O
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SECTION 1III

RECOIT{ENDATIONS

Important as relief food may be in the current situation, it can
only serve as a temporary palliative as long as the conditions that
create the need for rclicf persist. In a rogion like Wello where food
shertages have occured repeatedly n concerted effort of short and
long term development schemes should be initinted and implemented
by the various devalomment agencies. Lack of participation by any
one of such agencieg could have a great influence on the general
development of tho r»egiocn and many o time leads ta duplication of
activities,.

The western Welle food shortage crisis of 1969-70 (Eth. C.) was

a continuation of the 1865-6€ (Eth.C.) disastor which mainly hit

the eastern part of tho region. Concerted efforts after the 19€5-66
(Eth.C. )crisis could have possibly changed the picture of the rocent
situation but they were not satisfactorily attemnoted. Failures in
the past could be nttributed to many factors which mny well have

been beyond the coantrol of the concerned agoncies,

Be that as it may, tho future can't stay the srme as tho past,
To this effect the following list of recommendaticns is prepared
in the hope of assisting concerned agoncies in their efforts to
lounch and intensify reliof & rehabilitation sctivitics. The

recommendations are classified under names of ministries & agencies

to facilitate responsive decisions.

v e /31
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A. Reclief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC)

1. Focod-Aid

Malnutrition in children has been dotected in pocket

areas of Yeju Awraja. The survey team took an immediate
action so that tha Welle RPC Branch Office could resune

the supply of supnlementary foods. Furthor Follow up of the
proper allocation and distribution of the suprlementary

foods in all of the affected awrajas should be carried out to

ensure the recovery of the affected chillron,

After screzning the needy, relief grain and other relief
materials should be distributed in the newly affectoed
areas and distrihution activities shoul! continue in the

already relie? aid receiving areas.

The food shortage situation in the rural areas has an in
direct infiusace on the urban dwellere, Vays and nonns,
such as price subsidy and fond=-for-work programno, aimed
at minimizing the effect of food shortages on the urban

poor should be explored and implementol urgontly.

2. Stores and Jistribution centers

i) The unfinished work in the construction of the store
in kulmeck (Lasta Awrajn) should bo completed. Due
consideration should also be given to the eonstruction
cf stores in Borema Awraja. Rolief grain and other

supplies havo been scen exposed to sunlight and rain

. /32
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due to lack of storage facilitics in Techay Mowcha
(Wadla Delanta Awraja). A store should be built in
Tschay Mewcha to prevent further damage of relief food.

ii) A mincr distribution center should rosune operations in
Tekulesh (Lasta Awraja). The affected populatioa around
this aren cannot be served by Muja and Kulmesk conters
which arc far away. The already availabls store in
Tekulesh should be stocked adequately for tho resumption
of distribution activities.

3. Supnly of drugs

Requests has been made by most of the visited awrajm for the
resumption of the supply of drugs/osp. Nilzan/ for livestock
diseases which used to be supplied by R.R.C.

4. Sced - Aid

Requests for secd assistanco have been sent to the Welln
RRC branch office by agricultural offices particulariy EPID.
y the RKC branch office has

Efforts should be

The reccipt nf these requests b
been confirmec by ome of the study teonms,
nade in time £or the purchasc and transport of tho requested

seed.

B. Ministry of Agriculture

1. Pesticides, Imsecticides and Fertilizers

Request for sesticides, insecticides en! fertilizers was

made by most of tke awrajas. Supply should start after

/33
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consultation with concerncd awvraja branch officos of the
ninistry. Unkudwn disenses, which are reported to be

sinilar to Eohidis, should be identifiod an? controlled.

Veterinary Siervices

Lack of qualificd -ersomnel and shorteco - drugs for intos-
tinal diseases of livestock are the two major csuses
hampering the cperation and expansicn of veterinary sorvices
as reported frcn Wag, Dessie Zuria, Wella Zalanta and Lasta
awrajas. Apprcyriate measures should be teken to ninimize

the problems.

Horticulturec

Horticulture as = supplement to cropping activity should
be introduced in most of the awrajas. GiZan (Mluja) woreda
of Lasta Awraje had alrendy requested for potetces and
Vello RRC Branch Nffice wes requested to respond to the
request by one of the Survey Teams. Horticulture should

also be further encouraged in areas where it is already under

way.

Forestrz

Shortage of personnel and transport facilities were cited
as the major bottlemecks in expanding tho ro-afforestation
efforts., These nroblems have delayed operations in aroas

where they are much necded. (e.g. Dawnt Woreds of Wadla

Delanta Awrajsn)

el
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Furthermore, the delay in the demarcation of forest
land in accordnnce with rural land proclamaticn has
hampered the re-aiforestation cefforts. @trons monsercs
which would furthor hasten the devolommont of forestry
in the admiristrative region of Wello should so into
effect immediatoly,

5. Scil and Wator Conservation

Soil and water conservation prograns should be launched
urgently especially in the highland arens ~f Wostern
Wello. Activiti:e already under operation should alse

be intensified,

6. Cropping Activities

The population in Awsa Awraja should be sncourszed to
turn part of its land, presently under cotton cultivation

into the cultivation of food crons.

C. HMinistry of Health

1. Shortare of drugs

Shortage of drugs for the treatment of common discasos

has been reporte? as one of the major sotbacks in advancing
health services in most of the awrajas. More budget for
drugs should be nllocated to all awrajas to enable them

obtain adequate quantities of drugs.

2. Lack of Health Yersonnel

Lack of skilled health personnel has also hampered the

renderinz of health services. Measures should be taken

ve s /35
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to assign the required number of staff in each of the
awrajas. The training of teachers, studonts and repre-
sentatives of Peasants Associations in basic heslth
services could be useful to minimize the problem connected

with the lack of health personnel.

Buildings and Equipment

The depreciation cf buildinss and medical eouipment has
also nosed o problem in the regular operation of health

services,

i) The Henlth Center of Temta (Worehimeno fAwrnja) and

its electric rower renerator should be urgently repmred.
This was algo recommended at the neak of the food shortace
situation in Western Wello 1last year. It is recretable
that no acticn has been taken up to now. The two heclth
stotions buiidings in Lesambo should nlsc be urgently

looked at.

ii) The building of the health station in Kcmbolcha (Kalu
Awraja) should be repaired.

iii) The rural Fosrital which was planned to bo built in

the town of Asaita should be roactivatal,

iv)

The Weizel Tena liealth Conter (Vadla Delanta) is repaired,

since our last report last yoar,
Eforts should

although not completely,

pat it lacke water supply and electricity.

be macde to supply the Lealth Center with an electric

rower cenerator which could also garve to pump water,
- v
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Investipations on "Mogne Bagerne"

Epidemclogical investigations on the dieense "Morne Bagesno”
should be activated in parallel with the invostisations
which are bein presently conducted by the ministry, The
peasants should be oriented on preventive methods till the
tindl results of the investigations are Jisclosed, Further
they should also be instructed not to use local means of

treating the disease especially, the blood lettins,

D. Ilinistries of Mines, unergy and Water Resources, 't Industry

1,

Water Supply

The Water esources Authority should be encouraged in ite
offorts to cxoand its activities in supplyia” drinking

water to the whole of Awsa Awraja and in so@me arons of

Rayana Kobo Awraja, particularly the Feasants Agsociations
near Waja, wherc serious gshortage of water supply was

reported,

Small Scale Industrics

The development of small scale industries is one of the

pethods which could belp decrense the dependence of the

y on agriculture, Smell ocale
e in the production of pottery,

rural population solel
Industries which concentrat
leather and carpets should be establisbol ospecinlly in

the highland arens (Wadln Delantn, Vereilu an! Werehimonu

alp con te obtained

awrajas) where the necessary raw nateri

easily.

ey
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E, Ministry of Commcrce

1., larket

i) Efforts should be made to supply pgrain to the market
dependent ponulation of all awrajas particularly Awsan.
The Agriculturel Marketing Corporation haeg a great role
to play with regard to the supply of merkotable food

grain.

ii) Farmers have begun to grow vogetablos and citrus fruit
in larze amounts in Ambassel Awrajn. However, thoy
have failed to identify market outlots ao far., Ministry
of commerce in collaboration with the Forticulture
corporation should take the necessary steps for buying the
surplus production and markoting it in aroas whore it

is much needed (e.g. Assab & Awen fwrnjns)

2. Supply of dry cell batteries

The shortage cf dry cell batteries for oporating Pesticide
Insecticide srrayers was repeatedly mentioned. In our
report of last year on Wello* it was recommendod that

appropriate measures should be taken tc emsurc the continucus

supply of batteries. However, it was found out that the

shortage of dry cell batteries persista to this day. Therefore,
a timely action is called to rosume tho recular supply of

dry cell batteries.

————

* Food Shortages Feport on Wello, May 1078
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The Ethiepian Reads Autherity

The roads te the capitals of the affected awvrajas should be main-
tained regularly. Majer eperatiens sheuld start en the Dessie -
Tenta Read which is new in a very bad cenditien., Efferts sheuld
also continue te cemplete the Wegel Tena - Ken read which is
presently not pregressing satisfacterily mainly due te lack ef

equipment.

J chictes have to negotiate with such type of roads and
"Bnidges" zo neach one of the Awraja capitals in the most
af4ected arneas of Wello. (Werehimeno - Ketehina "Bridge")

“he improvement of the transpert infrastructure in Welle was

mt
fecommended in our report** last year. It sheuld be noted tha

this recommendatien is repeated here, altheugh satisfactery

' re.
response were taken in accordance with last year's repo

S ' ..
** Food Shortage Report on wello, May 197
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ANNEX 1

SITE SELECTION

The site selection in the surveyed avrajas of Rayana Kobo,

Yeju and Ambassel was done at a woreda level. The sample
fremes were established at a fermer's associations level, which
is the primary saupling unit, since it is belioved that the
associations included every househeld in every village. Ten
percent of the farmer's associntions, with a probability pro-
portional to their population size were randomly sc¢locted in
each woreda. In each site sclected, twenty households were
selected as secondary sempling units. The housekolds selection

depended on the rationality of ench ¢numerator,

A reconnnissance trip team visitosd Wndla Delanta, Werchineno,
Lasta, wag, wereilu, Dessic Zuria, Kalu and Awsa awrajns rnd
gathered information on the population, crop, livestock, rein
fall, market, health, assistance requiremont and other suppli-
mentary findings. Although the team has not visited Borema

Awraja information about the Awraja wes gathered.
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ANNEX 11

Methodology and Questionuaires Used Zor the Survey

A direct interview method by one team of four enuneratorsg nud

supervisor was used for collecting the informaticon. T’ﬂ‘l types

of questionnaires werc used.

a)

b)

Collective Information Questionnaire:

. questionnaire was completed in overy site visited at »
Farmer's Association level. The cuestionnaire was filled by
interviewing four to five village clders or represontatives of
Farmer's Association. The questionnaire dealt with the
following components,

Peopulation

Crop performance

Livestock status

Market flows and prices and other supplemontary {acte.

Houschold Information Questionnaire:

Twenty households were sclectod from oach of the Farmer's

Associntions in the sample. /7 houschold questionnaire wng

filled for each houschold selected. The enumerators intes-

viewed the heads of the householls in comploting tho quos-

tionnaire. The questionnaire déalt with the following

components.

Pcopulation
Crop perfornance

Livestock status
Assistance and other surplementary facts.
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ANNEX 111

LIST OF SELECTED SITES:

0I1C/012/79

Names and numbers of the selected sites by woreda and awrajn:

RAYANA IOBC

YEJU

AMBASSEL

Alamata

Kobo

Haberu

Gubalafto

Anbassecl

Tehuledere

WVerebabo

01
02
03

01
02
03
04
05

01
02
03

01
c2
c3

01
02
03

Wodefit Abeba
Ansale Genet
Addis Alem

fmeyana Chiri
Woremisna
Afafena Serero
Mehale Borena
Golinn

Goshe Wuha

2 Wute

Bayilewote
Geweyvo
Hide

Baba Satte
Woyeniy
Michael
Alla Wuha

Vortein
Zihn
Kulenaseo

Hara
Seplene
Kettattiye
Anemo

Deye
Boleksa
Chiire
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ANNEX TV

RECONNAISSANCE TOUR AREAS AND PEACONS CONTACTED

Places of éall, Government Offices and repreosentatives contncted

by the reconmnaissance trip team:-

PLACES OF CALL:

Wadla Delanta Awrzjo - Vemel Tena
Werehineno Awraja ~ Tenta
Lasta Awraja -~ Lalibela
Puja
Wag Awranja - Seckota
Yoren
Werecilu Awraja - Weroilu
Dessie Zuria Awraja -~ Dessie
Kalu Awraja « Koubolcha
Awssa Awraja - Asaita

PERSONS CONTACTED: (at an awraja level)

Awrajo Administrators

- Awraja Health Officors
Ministry of Agricalturc spd Settlement Nepresentativos

Aninal & Fisheries Resources Development Auth, Fopresontative

- Forestry Representatives
= EPID Ropresentatives

=~ aRC Bepresentative
=~ Awraja Farmer's Associstion Representatives

-~ Urban Dwellers Associstion leprosentatives
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ANNEX V

A PROFILE OF DISASTERS IN WELLO

I. INTRODUCTION

A lot has been written and lengthy discussions have been made on the
causes and consequences of the 1973/74 famine which had affected oleven
of the fourteen provinces.l) The Wello famine which is myopically
ettributed to the drought situation prevailing in the Sudano-Sshel

Zone had been a cause for the recognition of the problem and course

of actions to be taken. To mention only a few:

1) the 1973/74 wello famine had played & very important economic and
political role by exposing the suppressive and exploitative nature
of the rotten feudal regime and its indifference and silence on
the plight of the peasants,

2) the belated disclosure of starvation in Wello had been dramatically
publicized by a foreign journalist which initiated the mobilizetion
of local and international relief aid and the initietion of short=
term and long~term rehabilitation projects,

3) it initiated and opened the opportunity for the sssessment of the
ceuses and consequences of famine and other disasters in the
country so as to teke timely preventive end mitigative measures,

4)  the regime was forced to acknowledge the existence of the problen
and established in 1971 a National Emergency Relief Cmm“’-t
In February 1974, it was replaced by the Relief and Rehabiliteotion
Commission, 2)

5-man Commission of Inquiry was
that led to, and
prolonged drought
wello,

5) shortly after February 1974, a 1
formed to investigate into the circumstances
the tragic consequences that arose from the -
that affected many parts of the country, perticularly,

\-._-N-‘--------

U ¥or the details of the 1973/74 fanine and its sequelee in "03‘:6‘:"‘:"“"
reference may be made to many of the Ethiopian Nutriti;m :nl"w
T%POrts, Relief and Rehabilitation Commission Publicotiont, ©00 = =
c°Bularly issued "Food Supply System Report” of tho F f the Disaster
s“"”eillance Programme (FNSP), the occasional reports o

"Food Shortages Survey
o 4 Sommment: of he TR, Euk SIS :en Himeno Awrajes’,

Port on Wello - Lasta, Wadla Delanta and estigate
%3y 1973, findings of the Inquiry Comnission eatab::;?f ;37:3‘?" 3
1nto the Wello Disaster and "Wello Emergency Opera

{f the RRC,
“'henan Moges, Disaster Preparedness Plnnningc:x;);r:nm :ouw
July 1973, The reports of Extension and Proje N““m“c““u“.
'111rtment (EPID) end organizations engaged 1in

w. . 9Orve the seme purpose. -137.

| R s
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The situations of famine in Wello prior to the 1973/74 tamine outbreek
have not been properly recorded and investigated, Various factors have
contributed to this = absence of properly documented rocords, unquanti=-
fied and mystified records, officinl silence on the issue, otc,.. In
this brief look into the past, an attempt will be made to gather the
fragmented and scattered reports and records dealing with fomine in Wello
with more emphasis on the Pre=1973/74 situation and briefly on post-
1973-74 up to 1978, Furthermore, the study will not be linited to
drought only but will also include all other disasters that have
accounted for the loss of life and/or economic and social disruption,

Even though the available fragmentary pieces of information limit an
accurate presentation and assessment of fomine and related problems,
this study will, at least, try to look into some of the following
conditions as manifested in Wello,

1) Famine is not o new phenomenon to the peasantry who struggle ogainst
nature intespently to get adequate crop production., It is not the
natural envaironment only that constitutesthe only obstacle to an
adequate survival, The cruel oppression of man by his fellowman
accounts for the peasants' plight which is compounded by the occasional
furies of the environment, Hence, famine results mainly from the
conditions of the food supply systen and the socio~economic systom
of the society which may be aggravated by the vagaries of nature.

In a long discussion on the real causes of famine, Susan George cptly

describes that the social structure of a given socioty has more to do

with famine in comparison with natural causes,
"Natural calamities may point up the weaknesses of underlying
social gtructures, but they do not cause them, If a given social
and economic system is vulnerable it may even reach the point of
famine without natural disaster, For example, in several especially
famine-prone (i,e. structurally vulnerable) countries, even s small
shortfall in grain production can lead to full-scale fomine vt.wn
it's accompanied by less cash to invest in the tolloﬁng yoor ll
crop (and therefore by less employment and less 1nc;xxl> o;- n:::n
workers), by hoarding and speculation on the pnrtio !o:den r:c“
merchants and traders and by the connoquo::tr'l';c); n p
that put the poor totally outside the morket,

This also gives a picture of the biography of the ::o:on:v::: :::tmvor

been free from the specter of hunger. Bmerioncat - :“: el

"each famine takes more land (life, property, minnmo "2) 1In

from the poor and thus sets the stages !orozh: n:onclud; et

general, one would not be mistoken or bins hzvs that only the |
"a closér look at the present situation & nd that dooply rooted |
poor =~ wherever they may live go hungry o |

grown or imported
patterns of injustice and prloitntioﬂhmo ba;:u (by eithor growing
literally prevent them from feeding t combination of nll).s?' |
food, fishing, hunting, buying it or @

sons for World
) Susan George, How the Other Half Di:: - The repl Roa
Hunger, Penguin Book Ltd., 1978, P.44.

b
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tho absence of well-docunented accurate information, it has boen
anticipated that the asgessment of the various factors affocting
the food supply system (preduction/1and, labour, climate/ -

3) Even though there is a limitation on source naterials, an offort
will be made to see the continuity of famine, that is, each fanmine
had created the favourable terrain for its successive one, The
past has played a great role in the present and tho whole situation
nust be viewed in terns of the relationship of climate, the land
and man, For thisg purposge we shall here present briefly the
geographical environment of the region and its historical background,

A. GEOGRAPHICAL ENV I22IMENT

Wello is one of the nost dissected mountaoinous asdninistrative
region ranging in altitude from 400-500 meters in tho Lower Awash
Plain to over 4000 neters in the Central Massifs. This rogion

lies on both sides of the lines of faulting botween tho Rift Valley
on the east and the drainage of the Nile to the west. Honce, the
region can be divided into two geographical regions = the high
Plateau of western Wello and the lowland of eastern Wello.

Western Wello which at the present includes the awrajas of Wag,
Lastaq, Werchimano, Wadla Delanta, Borena and Were Ilu is part of

the North Central Macsifs, This geographical rogion is characterized
by extensive high pla®nau ranging from 2500 meters in the valleys

to more than 4000 metore on the top of the platoaus end dissocted

by numerous rivers which flow in deep gorges. The works of the
rivers have resulted :n isolated plateau blocks ond smaller table~
lands, known as 'Amban®, isolated by river—oroded gorgos of the
Feshilo and Tekezzo Rivers and their tributaries. Tho flat-topped
'Atbas’ separated by gorges 15 well-described by o British oold.lor
during the Napier expnodition in 1867-68 as quoted by Groonu:.ld.
'They tell us this is o tobloland ('Amba'). If it is, ;dhoz ..
turned the table upside down and we ere - “ambling up @ A °':°
legs,"1) pe Yeju Wedla Delante Pleteau forms o land bridge between

the massifs in the north and the south.

To tho east of the Great Eastern Escarpment, the ::g”::::::ﬁ::d
Telief and precipice slopes fall dramtically to 1onpin¢1\lloa Awssa
low plains of the Afar Plain, This geogrophic rog Eobo, Yeju S
the largest Awraja in Wollo, castern part of R:;ynn: A'ns;l Plnl;l
aibassel and Kalu awrejas, It is part of the ::9 lakos of the
Where the Awash meanders before terninating in d’ Rt of the
Avssa region or, at tinmos, disappears in tho ovt 15 the lover Avash
People 1iving in this region are herdsmen excep the last decade.
"here commercial farms have boen introduced sinco
\---......___.._..___

,‘:::"”d Greenfield, Ethiopia, A New Politicel History,

°% Pall Mall press, 1965, P.7. 8 g
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The annual rainfall amount, the vegetation and sottloment
concentration correspond to the physical division of the region,
The nearly precipitation varies from 1500 ma in the high pletesu
of western VWello to 300 nm in the lowland part of the rogion,
Tenperature also varies from nightly frosts in the highlands to
intense heat in the Afar Plain., The eastern part which {s
climatically defined as a desert or 2 seni=desert supports very
stunted and isolated acacia trees, thorn bushes and tough isolated
grass clumps., However, along the major rivers and/or tributarioes,
strips of riverine vegetation or "gallery forest” are found nlong
the banks of the rivers, The western part of the region {s covered
with nountain grassland and altinontane eerub and steppe.

The geographical make-up of the region has a considerable inpact
on the socio-economic conditions, The difference in olovation
has contributed to the climatic difference within the region and
cpfferent agricultural practises, The terrain, particularly in
®estern Wello, affects the pattern and noture of transport, It
has created problems of nmobility because the steep descents and
ascents can only be negotiated at a great cost in time and onergy
by man or mule, It has created a shortage of arable lgpd which
has forced pédple to cultivate the steep slopes, This turn has
speeded up the soil erosion,

B. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Since the presentation of the intricate history of Wello is not
the purpose of this paper, we shall attempt to present the high-
lights of its history so that an inference could be oasily made
on the socio-economic factors that may have affected the food
supply situation, The Wello area, particularly the highland,
was inhabited as early as the first milleniunm, During this tine
the Axumite Empire had doveloped a complex agﬁwltunl-u:c:;:
which had spread easily to the periphery of the Empire = Wello,
After an interlude of some centuries the Axunite Empire v:c
replaced by the Zagwe Dynasty with Roha (Lalibela) in Lasta

as its contre,

Aftor the fall of the Zagwe Dwmasty in 1270 two wg:v::.;:::;::u
incidents took place = the Muslin invesion and t Shnd 1h Theehds
“hch brought violeiie, SEREh S Eep e othed

el Ghazi, surnamed Gragn, or the left handed, 1:;1 onwards he
("conversion or death') on the country. From Lasts and beyond,
moved successively into Duare, Shewa, Amhers, ido 1s well

Their influence and destruction on the countrys

described by Greenfield:

- re
"Hig nomadic followers proved dif g celt to control and we

t
nctivated as much by s lust for loot as by their faith, bu

l1gory ‘eonvorsions
in their wake they left a trail of compu .’.'{)

ts.
nd plundered settlemen
XS burn;ng churches and p

Oreennem, Ibid,, P52, vee /47
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A little later the weakened population was faced with the Orono
Movement, The Oromo nigration was equally destructive and foered.

Local kings, princes and chiefs had confrontations with difforent
Oromo groups.

The impacts of wars and caipaigns from the tine of the Orono
nigration until the gra of the Princes had been greatly felt in
Wello.‘ The various chronicles of the Enperors indicate that froo
around 1660 to 1760 canpaigns and expeditions carried out to
subdue local rebellions had greatly affected the region of Lests.
puring the reign of Yohannes I (1667-82) on a campeign in Laste ;
"Yohannes is said to have killed the peasants and burnt down their
houses =~ as God burnt Sodon and Gomorreh,"l) To cresh the
rebellion in Lasta during Bakaffa's tine (1721-30), the emperor
instructed his soldiers "to pillage and burn down nll the houses
they could find."2) This was followed by "burning down houses nnd
seizing many women end children in Lasta" during the reign of
Iyase II (1730-55),3)

The Era of Princes (Zemene Mesafint) from 17691855 was charactor—
1zed by eidless wars between different rival warlords. The wars
had adversely affected agricultural production and peasant life,
Insecurity prevailed. Economy declined, The populetion deceased,
Around the end of this confused and decadent period, the rule of
Tewodros begun in 1855,

e attempted to stop the conflict between the provincinl dynastios
Which was rampant until nid-19th century, He did attompt to carry
out some reforms which were strongly opposed by local chiefs, the
clergy, etc.

“Hig nethods provoked mounting resistanco, engulfing th:‘n"
country in a storm of rebellion which drove the weary gt
to distraction. The Gella also resumed the “w'nM‘”
lessness once agein claimed the Ethiopian country .

Menelik's and Yohannes' reign had similer Mc“mund‘r:ns:h::ov
Punitive expeditions and campaigns were organized. 1:oblo
Movenents were a burden on the countryside. The inev intonsified
destruction which resulted because of the nghtwgdno:n!:ontouons
by the moldiers' depredations, Many civil wars n“ny in unprepared
¥ere accompanied by looting snd plundering, “D:Oth. goldiers,
®nd unplanned canppigns, Besides the rnvnx'O: o and property were
People wore removed from asricnltural detivi :Bcit"’ op typical:
—~— destroyed. For example, Tewodros' yeign can

-~-"ﬂ-’~~-~——-—w v‘"‘
::chard Pankhurst, "Some Factors peprgssinﬂ thofs;::d‘ “: :‘ !tdudln'.'
v°lpen5°nts in Traditional Eth:lopin, M‘—
Loe' V? NO(2, Addig Ababa, July 1966, Pi77s

% cit,

oy olt, e
°:n Merkokig, Fphjogia: Anatomy of o Traditions d
ord University Press, Oxford 1974, P.16,

'L
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"His reign was characterized by interminable warfare, large~
scale mobilization of all the able=bodied, and considerable
devastation, often intensified in the later years by
deliberate castigation of areas in rebellion", 1)

His punitive expeditions were totally destructive. In Wello in
1856 "villages were burnt, the fields laid waste, and men and
women and children unsparingly butchered, or dragged into
irredeemable captivity."2) Delanta was similarly sacked in

18638 without any resistance.3) The problem of the unpeid soldiers
could not be solved even by the time of Menelik, Tewodros had
attempted to establish a regular pay end instructed the soldiers
not to loot, This prohibition was trespassed at Delanta in 1856,
The men seized and slaughtered all the animals they could finda, V)
In 1892 Menelik also proclaimed "forbidding the soldiers from
quartering themsleves on private persons and ordered the peasentry
to contribute a special tax for their upkoep.""’) To facilitate
this, Menelik set up granaries for his troops in Tigrai, Wello
and other provinces.

The fighting of the later 19th century between 1868~1896 had
greatly impoverished the northern regions. The principel towns of
the north including Sokota had been destroyed. Sokota which had

a population of 5000-6000 by the 1870's had been reduced to 1,500
in 1881,6)

During the 19th century and also during the 20th century, the
strategic position had attracted and had been the site of mrrt\:.m
military activities. It had served as a pathway of the no -
war fronts, It was for this reason that Menelik at first hoh
"to subdue the several Galla groups in wello to the nondr::.t: oso
settlement had, since the 16th gnd 17th centuries, toﬂ *on
isolate Shewa from the ancient centres of Anhara and 120m006 A
It was for this purpose that Menelik sent 110,000 to )

on an expedition to Wello in 1890,

on the northern part of Wello around

ttles, It
ne of famous cruciel be
Lake Ashangi had been the scﬁthe Sithay tosk ity of

was during this period that ntry and
raiding the lowland sultanate of Awsso in tm::‘;:lrom‘zr wos
burning its capitel”.®) The refusal to the decision to destrey
fOllowed by Ras Mulugettn's (Minister of "r) oc

Kobo}
Richarq Pankhurst, Economic Histo f
SIU Press, pddis Ababa, 1968, P.567.
Ibid" p.568

During the Italian occupati

LOc. cit A

Ibid,, p,s66

Ib’,j.’ 571

B PP, 692-693

x:"Gonfiem, Ibid4,, P.97 |
id,, P.121 P



4 e .
St TR D &k =

.

soxpeal oTatuew wlidonkrerodnk yd on i ¥ ERNS DA s oy
addetablinies bus  Hothol=ofd, EEa 4
s ¢ 'n‘r' $9dal o i Boiviuparad .

\J- !

B i
»".f‘:.u.[ P ‘f-v. AF A

.,;.f':ijz'.f'!”,x'.""-.—f
“wakiladion Lf wanuva wo Stiganideas stewadilon

ik allad 51  ovitn.g Reh cEfadad ennit kb
Mg gent Dus odhey el b i

GIrE bovvaani s »

GF aluge whralivioe paw 1te faii

a810thing Lo g m?? b TR TR A

[ b - P A "] d N ", . - -
D ey sl EaEar Y Dl ol ¥ 59 bavlos ad doin Siuas
anolblog DIFEFeSE bad veo walisor ‘aj ak !.'""r"?:*»'w aF badauadda

,{i--‘-[ o MEsalarr kn bauaaueaie: ;o ungd aeEg il Ld08F &3 dou

LS B..3 . H 2 5 3

el WlEuee valy sloniig and EEa fl?')"e)?f"*zru 3la bis Bevias ee oddr
AT Luakhins a0y - EhiEepent®

B inngaet o i3 1t fer .t ’ TEas s : . &
5 MRaM o hag Wl el B R ) wl"zr,' Ln 29 J“f” IQET LR FERD
Mpdifk ol i ' 0
> At w5d .[.‘3.‘.':‘.!({?. & adsl

, P T T "5 i
MIal (lawak® ik e, RD wGk Saivues oy das Aifagan (i

el S Al oL o 'm:'!;'rr- kg

10l

L] TLREEEEY CNTT. f ooy Fdoul e, o

00 bR T Lacio:ccn Brit i i ; !
Lagtos van oy «BHHENBE g A bode teovamue o iian

Wt oy stasian LR L L TR A oMl farhifon: dicas
o " - ‘ } _ Y Bebhuife 3
5 E a3 Lok O Fntf 8YBVHE s e e =000 R g4 ‘r Iutm ;B
o Lr A BipiR v & 3 i3
FTHaF ki
‘ ity J20% sinnd g hvaacy 3 . & - " .
i ; : 4 £ OHIEDh sald g Hndaan 381 odd wnkan
it by wie o N oS & e 3 2
¥ Y el Bl Bt Teteeidte’ R antitecqg oiwatyria
FIORTRON OFF 26 L 2win e o i ) '

BAF BHEY 98 2 Hhona o SieB B3l 3T egidiutdos veedlEi
e ' -i.) """ i -3 oIt aow 3T pioowt EaW
L5 i 1o 1 7 4] " P

- L. Inuovor odd anhdrs "

3 alindr ag s B 5t
S WA At aopga I Feonnd g

3 Dohaet |,y Frndien udve
",-;"'.' R e reep g bey ' . pp 3 o .
RN oy : q)" ) :;,” oy o) BTG dawisug add wpnd simi adefnul
5 30 . 1 b s AEE i i
' " a9 £J 5 TR T A'\ar}:‘."“,q BEAY wak v uI
«MEE vk bk o3 onkd thamie do i

’”

f 7 % Kk cihe

;":rﬂnpf’lf:?‘.d ; T ERARg 2458 “”j:;t::r::' OGf SBEESIT & £ ’i]ii’IL i
. 4 '( WL traed tr: o F L - -

N IR 30 0RO gAY oo figd Py 3l 1

s utnunf.mm 06 Znes 3 it 06 Bpi } inaya s el

I8 YB000s [hianan sie 28008 ot g7y hofaag az;t aakank esd
4 BILSR: S5 HE 2eRWA %o Lol J: TER :t.[u i3 Y b 2
e % i a uf!fm‘; a3 npibist
l"l::;g“' 1hyy nt"' “ 33 o0t Isaptoy odp & oV Eadi r'-'f a3k mukannd
{ M dotetenh (agw e TREGED) ntotee ;sim,.k-:.:.}? #d bawrLial
' det
n, ..—-'f
rafxm’fus‘l s “"9‘“ !
d4 athhs meews U
._" !? '.r'ﬂt ﬂ
i jo0d B
“.'\."_.a i "i“
JU[Q;;! ,.l"!"l i

SERLR - giaopsy 1iF ]




~49 = 01¢/013/79

"He ordered floggings and marched on the village of Kobo, a
main centre of the Azebu Galla on the Rift Valley floor well
south of the Lake Ashangi Basin, and practically destroyed it,
The fact that Ras Mulugetta rarely peid his men doubtless
contributed to the looting,,,"1)

In Rayana Azebo there was an uprising of the Azebu Gallas in 1929
and 1930,2) After March 1936 on the retreat from the northern
front Ras Getachew "was obliged to fight several large-scale
engagements with the Raia and Azebu Galles, out of revenge for
the treatment they had earlier received at the hands of Ras
Mulugetta',3)

Further on, during the Italian occupation some areas were
selectively bombarded. The routes of the retreating Ethiopian
force, particularly in the Lake Ashangi arean, were bombarded.
More particularly, the Lasta region (Lalibela and Bilbila
Giorgis Kebeles) was heavily bombarded for its armed resistance
against the Italian troops, The Italian commander,Grazieni, in
one of his urgent telegramsto his bosses in Aspara on Meskerem
1, 1937 indjeantes the attrocities carried out in Lasta,

"The whole inhabitants of the Lasta region = noted for its
determination and bravery - hgve rebelled except for the

birth place of Ras Kassa's children, Therefore, it is
necessary to inform the people to disassociate thomsloeves .
from the officials, and the whole region must be systenatically
crushed, Thig is the only choice because it appears that it

is difficult to despatch troops to the ares, and moreover,
earlier daily air attacks have been carried out in the orea
unsuccessfully)".4) (Translation from Amharic)

[
. QSMOF FAMINE AND FAMINE INDUCING FACTORS

Fanine 15 triggered either by natural (drought, 1°°“;‘ ':;f :::;do
Cattle plague, epidemics, flood and seismic nctivityn& R etend
("ars and/or civil distrubances, oppressive social o °d°°1 A
factors, In this section we shall, as fer s pouiblo;ent o
8pect o as to show the impact of the past on the p’;m“m‘l
conomy ¢ history of wello., The present wello has : :. s femine
SUIvival which suffers a chronic food shortage the 2 fmood.pmducuon.
Undery certain conditions, for example, & nild drop

;N\~h_~_“~_----.--_
y 4., p 106
Y i'.?“’" P.161
§ ., p 21

‘ni)o
©8 Kifle, yo Mussolini Mistir (Secrets of Mussol
18 Ababa, Hamle 16, 1949, P.103.
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NATURAL DISASTERS

e e O1C/013/79
AN tOtRh c a8

L1 @K &4

1)

et i C. 8. O. Library

From a seismic point of view, the region is critically located
partly in the zone of weakness of the earth's crust. The low-
land part of Wello constitutes the northern pert of the Main
Ethiopian Rift valley., This region is unstable and actively
marked by volcanic activities. It has experienced the effects
of seismic activities frequently. The lowland part of Wello is
dominantly a pastoral community which has celttiral and
environmental structures which make the casualties and damages
to property insignificant in comparison to the settled and
crowded regions., However, in the future, the damage and
effect of earthquakes will be magnified proportionally to

the rate of urbanization and economic growth.

A Dbrief look into the history of earthquakes and earth tremors
in this region shows that it has experienced geologic hazards
and it is located in a seismic zone.

Barthquakes and Earth Tremors in Wellol)

1631

Seismic tremors were reported felt almost continuously
over a period of several months in Awse, gouth-eastern
Afar (lower Awash Valley), The town of WARABA (its
present name is still unknown) was destroyed,

1845/02/12 On February 12 in mid-afternoon, three earthquakes shook

1906/05/26 oOn gey 26 an earth tremor was fe

1906/05/18 An earthquake of megnitude 6 occurred n

western Ethiopia. The magnitude of the first shock is

estimated at about 6.5.
- In the district of Lasta, north-west Wello, a landslide

covered up a whole village.
~ In Wara Heimanot (11,2°N, 39.7°E) (probebly refers to eny

town in Were Himano) south of Maogdala three persons were
trapped in e crevasse end died,

1t some 13 kms. north of
Dessie in Borumeda (11,2°N, 39.79E).

ear Serdo in

central Afar,

8
1951/12/11 Earthquake of magnitude 4,7° in central Afa

o magnitude of 5.0

1964/07/03 Earthquake in Wello (Dessie) '“hm the walls of some

1965/04/14 pn earthquake of magnitude

8
ntensity M.M, V-VI). Fissure £ nrre
t§11111:';irxgsyin Dessie, Tremors extensively felt

damage reported.
4.3 occurred in pessio

(11,100, 39.50E).
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1969/03/29 Earthquake of magnitude 6.2 in Serdo (11,579, 41,199%).
Town completely destroyed. Out of 420 people 24 lost
their lives and 167 were injured within minutes of the
shock, a further 15 died later of injuries,

1971/11/13 An earthquake of magnitude 5,3 (Intensity M.M. IV-V)
felt over most of central Ethiopia, especinlly around
Dessie,

1972/08/18- An earthquake of magnitude less than 4.0 occurred sround
19 the escarpment of northern Wello (Guf Guf Graben).

1973/04/03 Felt over central Afar, namely Dubti, Loggis, Mille
and Serdo,

1974/12/17- In Kombolcha (11,07°N, 39.79E) and Dessie an earthquake
18 of magnitude ranging from 2,9 - 4.0 was reported.
People run out of their houses, and no damage reported,

From these records and other studies on seismic activities in tho{
country, Dessie area and central Afar have a high concontrntioﬂtO
seismic hazards. The major towns at risk and PR Fos imn.:)'
neasures within the region can be easily identified., For ::: P\;?‘m.“y
of this paper, we shall present towns located within and above

contour VII (VM) .

1)
Towns at risk with nore than 2,000 inhabitants
nd 1960 Eth.C,Y
(Pop. 1970 Eth.C,, )% stone houses arou

1) Towns within Intensity Contour VII

% Stone Houses

Towns QEL;'%E’—(-)P—@’ 2
a) Alamata 10' 000 0
b) Bati 5' 000 0
c) Haik / 0
d 10,000
) Kobo 7. 000 0
e) Koren 16’000 0
) Woldia 4 000(x) 0

’

g) Wuchale

:
~——
Bl L T ——

The 118t 1s not complete. There may be
8bove 2,000 within the intensity contours,
Staller towns should perhaps be included. ts by Kebeles. Figures
Population figures aro besed on recent coun ;1guro. for 1966 E.C.
Mrked (x) gre from CS0 Statistical AbStract

UMated by approximately 5% annually. " m.tono houses 18
Information on percentage of households 1iving ce0 Statisticol

Obtained fp Towns_in Eth old
on £ or ten rs
Bulletin yo, 1?"52‘2. 3560, The figures are over ten YOO

w.
®nd their validity of today may be question

nore towns with population
and in some cases glso
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2) Towns within Intensity Contour VIII

a) Assayta 4,000 (x)

b) Dessie 58:000 nO.qi;f-
c) Kombolcha 7,000(x) i

d) Mille et no, inf

3) Towns within Intensity Contour IX

a) Loggia - no, inf,
b) Serdo e no, inf,
2) Flood

The lowland part of Wello is featured by the Awash River which
neanders lazily into the chain of lakes in that part of the
region, 1In this part of its final course it has e number of
major tributaries from the highlands - Eille and Logiye = and
sengonal tributaries from the South-East Highlend, It is
notural to have seasonal flooding in the lower reaches of
major rivers. The level of the river is entirely determined by
the rain in the highland, In this region which is inhabited
by the pestoralists - in this case the Afars = the flood
periods created additional grazing areas for the Afars aslong
the adjacent plains, On the basis of their past oxperiences
they had been able to water their pasture end glso evacuate in
time from the flood zone, However, with the introduction of
comnmercial agriculture, their systematic control of flood, at
least the sessonal river bank overflow, had been undernined, )

The areas that experiencai flood before 1966 (1974 G.C.) wore: 2)

G.C.) = 3 houses were destroyed,
c,) - one man washod awey,
) = 8 poople died,

8) Around Mugad in 1947 (1955

b) Dessie Town in 1952 (1960 G.

¢) Ambnssel Awraja in 1955 (1963 G.C.
50 houses and harvest destroyed,

- one man died, 1 men

d) Sekota Town in 1965 (1973 G.C.)
injured, 3 heads of cattle killed, A tower wos destroyed

and all the property in it were completely destroyed,
e) Rayana Kobo Awraja in 1964 (1972 G.C.) = 2 people died,
) Wag Awraja in 1965 (1973 G.C.) = one iron bridge wes put

out of use,

\‘—“*_-.m--—
"people nnd Capitolism

For furth
or di to - Lars Bondesten,
scussion refer {n the Journsl of Modern African

in North opia”
~BEastern Lowlands of Ethiopia ,
St ton lood Risks ond
ud 12 3 nd Ashemfi Moges, L__.____-—-——
o298, , 8 (1974) Pp,423-439, o 1p", Disaster Preperednoss

Vulne of Ethio
S—erabilit egions of Ethi 7
Y_in Different Rogl litation Comnission, Soptember 1978,

b Ng Programme, Relief and Rehabl 2
Dy hysical Observatory, 'Yetefetro Adogavoch 803;2109“ (Notursl
Sasters in Bthiopia), Tikmt 1971 Eth.C., PP.43°77.

. I . & =
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The flood disasters reported after 1966 (1974 G.C.) except
for the floods of 1968 (1976 G.C.) which washod away about
30 cattles, and of 1969 (1977 G.C.) which destroyed property
worth about 1500 Birr, flooded Dessie on both occasions, may

be attributed to the nisuse - commercialization of the Awash
valley, 1)

After the commercialization of the Awash Valley began the first
docunented flood is in Dubti 1966 and 1967 (1974 and 1975 G.C.).
The Ethiopian Red Cross in its Service Report indicated

that up to 3,000 people were engulfed by flood and bridges

were destroyed, Relief assistance in form of grain, roady
food, clothing and medicines were provided, Ethiopian Nutri-
tion Institute gives an original explanation to the reel cause
of the flood - pre-flood release to save the commercial
plartetions,

"It was reported by the flood victims that an estimete of
2,000-3,000 cattle were washed away and about a hundred
people missing (there was not any official confirmetion
on this report). The team would like to express its doep
concern about improper act of Dubti Mitchell Cotts Company
reparding the deliberate move of directing the flood to
the settlement (villages) of the Afars without either
informing them or moving them out from their settlement
areas,'2)

Around the same period, UNDP/FAO in its report on water
management in the valle}?dicates that, even though there have
been several flash-~floods during the last 12 years, the Dubti
Settlement Farm (identified as a flood path) had "ocen dostroyed
on three occasions from August 1973 to August 1974,

"The flood of August 1973 reached a pea!z'lcvol on the gauge
at the Tendaho Plcr¢stion Share Company’ s Dubttfpu-r
station of 6,50m, and did not fall below 6.00m for ten
days, ===~
On the 22nd March 1974 the river level rose to 7,25, -
on the Dubti gauge, overtoppi;: the protective bunds a
inundating the settlement village.

When the flooding of August 1974 occurrod; :x g:xo
reached a height of 6,85m, on the nith; : = e
August and remained at an average level in oxcess

~— 6.40m, for ten days.3)

-‘—-..—-—-—-

Loc, cit
¢ ondah

I 36/74, "Energency Activity in the Avash T St 0at
(D“bti)". A report by an Ethiopien Nutrition Institute
) ;.; In Wello from 17-7-66 to 20~7-66 mh'c; - Water Managesent in the
Avagh yroTs Additional Engincering e formal Technical Report No,30
Feno. Velley", UNDP/FAO/ETiI, 72/006. In

Tuary 1975, p.38. /54
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The latest report of flooding in the valley is in 1971
(1979 G.C.).Over 2500 people were engulfed for sbout 3 doys
and over 200 cattles washed away in the villoges of Wahli
Gobi, Dehinle Fera, Hilfigi and Gele Fugs sround Mille and
Assayta.

3) Epidemics

The impact of epidemics on the loss of life and/or the
liquidation of an active and potential productive agriculture
force creates or aggravates famine. Most often epidemics
precede or follow-up a2 famine. When famine which creates

a favourable terrain for the thriving of epidemics strikes
hunger-weakened population, its consequences are oxtremely
devastating, Chronically hungry-people, children, old people,
pregnant and nursing mothers, are the first and perfect
victims because "they have far less resistance to disease
and are far more susceptible to invasion by the parssites that
proliferate in the poor countries.”2) The high mobility of
starved people who serve as vectors (cerriers) and the
inadequate hygiene and sanitation contribute to the magnitude
and intensity of the epidemics.

Smallpox had been serious in the last coentury, According to
Pearce it was the most destructive complaint over the entire
1and.3) pearce as quoted by Pankhurst, identifies Axum, Adwa,
and all the places in Amhara, Tigre, Endorta and neighbouring
districts of Semien, Lasta, Begemdir and Gondar as ravaged by
the smallpox outbreak in 1811-12, Further on, he describes its

devastoting consequences’

g time committed such ravages throughout
the country, that all thoughts of war were abandoned. As

the malady increased it became more like a plague than the
smallpox, and in great meny towns and villages the people

lost all their children and numbers ofwgro:n;u.;’a‘?onom,
who had not had the disease before, died also.

"The smallpox at thi

ror Tewdros' reign (1855~1668)
According to Blanc the discaso
and Rosenthal noted thet
Mokdslo area.®) The

During the latter years of Empe
another outbreak was mpongg:
was making "fearful ravages '
\-,__._:fi‘guggnda" were carried off in the
Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, "At Assayts Biver Flooded and Coused
2 ? mage” in "yezareyetu Ethiopie”, Miszia 6, 1971 E.C.
b)) p:ﬂnn George, 1bid., P.31
§) pookhurst, Ibid., P.623
§ .S cit,
‘) Loc. cit,

Lo, c1t,
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general condition in the northern provinces (including wello)

as reported by Courbon is:.,, "There wore fow people without

smallpox scars and that the mortality among the infocted was
high: 50% in the case of children ond 80% in that of pdults, ™)

Smallpox outbreak was accompanied by cholera and typhus outbreak
in the Grest Ethiopian Famine of 1089~92, Records and reports
on smallpox outbreak since the 1890's are not so far casily
available; but British reports indicate that the diseaseo
contributed to a high death rate in most parts of the country
in 1899-1900,2) 1n the second decade of this century, the
Italian physican, Dr, Brielli regorted that the Dessie aree

was frequently attacked in 1913,3)

Cholera is more associated with famine and its outbroak is
high in military camps and other centres of population
concentration where inadequate hygiene and sanitation prevadl,
In 1834 Kirk noted that the cholera epidenic outbreak appeared
first on the Wello frontiers and spread southwards and wos
marked by vomiting, purging and spasma, with death usually
resulting in 24 hours.4) The epidemics of 1836=37 which wos
accompanied by famine resulted in a high death rate. Krapf
as quoted by Pankhurst, indicated that this outbreak hed
"considerably thinned" the population of Wello and Lasta,)

The next outtweak which first appeared in October 1065 at
Mresawa spread to most parts of the country, According to
Munzinger the outbreak of 1865-66 made 'dreadful ravages'
among the Danakils.®) This outbreak had also devastatoed

Tewodros's camp in 13866,

During the famine of 1889-92 the cholera outbresk assumed to
be imported from Mecca by returning pilgrims was intensified
by the famine conditions, This outbreak referred to as

'Ya Nefas Beshta' (Disease of the Wind) caused a high
mortality everywhere, The next recorded outbreak appeers to

be only in Wello in 1906,

Agother fatal epidemic is typhus, No detailed records sre
available but reports indicate that in 1866 there vubnn "
outbreak in Tewodros' camp, Probably, it is this outbrea
that Gebre Selassie, Menelik's chronicler refers to:

"During that period a disease called "Fengil" (Anml.o D..dm )
followed your trails and killed your * od of thoir 1ives
the countryside many people were deprived o branded uth.
A mourner said: your war drum (Negarit) was xisting don't
death; the departed never returnet)! %nd the o

wait for you'., {Translation ours).
,: Ibid,, p,624

b Ibld" p.625

) oc, cit,

. eit,
:; Loc cit,

o the
n GObre 89133319, Tarika Zanan za Dagmowi HiéiléksiﬂiltOﬂ of

ign of Minilik 11), Addis Ababa, 1959 E.C. P. -
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In 1889-91 it succumbed the already hunger-woakoned population
in most parts of the country,

Cattle plague occasionally break out killing most, 1f not oll,
livestock. Thus depriving the peasant from his noans of
production - the plough oxen. The regular outbresk of cattle
plagues has made the restocking of the livestock for the wretched
psasant a difficult task. Two mejor outbreaks which affected
Wello were the plagues of 1879 and 1088-92, The fanine of 1800~
1831 was presumably caused by the serious outbreek of cattle
plague which had spread from the Adel country in 1079 and had
destroyed completely the cattle in some areas.l) The second
outbreak which accounted for an immense livestock mortality
(Caprici eptimated that 90% of the cattle perished, while
Skinner believed that not more than 7% or 8% were spared)?)
started in the north and moved southwards, According to Alequa
Lamma in his recollection of the conditions stated that:

"within three days all the cattle in the province were
paralysed, refused to graze and died, The epidenic then
spread to Tigre, and during the rains of that yeer
(i.e. between July and September) swept across all the
northern provinces, travelling by wey of Tigre, Bogecder

and Lesta to Gojan...".3)

A decade later, another British observer, A.B, Kylde nu-'t:ltoo
the information he got from the chief of Koa in Lasta = In >
less than ten days he had lost 56 out of his 57 plough c:xon o
all his cows, the only survivors being two or three heifers

and some calves'.

Similar outbreaks may have been experienced .1:0: th;::.of
However, it has been reported that s Bl :mm nost
this century (1905-1906) cattle disease wes ondonic

parts of the country.5)

4) Fanmine

nitude
The absence of a precise do ““medonu:h:ot;:;o:smu the
end intensity of past famines had e

Howev wo have sttompted
ighlights of famine experience. m”ntezl'w factors that will
b Roesani Bipsoiber g v :; gr indirectly. The objective

. °ffect food production direct

R in
H Richarg Pankhurst, "Some Factors Dep'x"eﬂﬂinf{ th:‘ 8;:::::;!:0:!8!;:“2.
;" Peasants in Traditional Ethiopis, J“:‘;“
y L IV, No,2, Addis Absba, July 1966, P.49.
y bd., p 51
‘) Ibld" p.50
y 0., p.5

xbld'l p.GO. J
— —*—J——
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151‘{8158“1“"1:0 8n eesy inference for the presentation of
each, producing factors, 1t ig G8sunod that arees whore
military activities have been carried out, natural dinastors
occurred, epidenics broke out or devastotoed by locusts or
pests have in most cases experionced fanine of various dogroes
depending on the state of preperedness ond the intensity of
the disaster causing factors, In this part we shall try to
present briefly the history of fanine in Wello triefly under

three different periods; Pre~1900, 1900 to 1950, and 1950 to
the present,

a2) Pre-~1900

According to Pankhurst, 26 major fomines have been recordod
for the period 1540-1800, From 1800-1900 more experiencos
may be cited of which the Great Fomine of 1009-92 stands
distinctly above the others. One may correctly assume
that Wello had experienced wholly or partly most of the
famines cited, Ve shall briefly cite some of the fomine
experiences during the last century, in particular, the
last two decades of the century,

One of the earliest 19th century climatic failure wes in
1835 which was followed by devastating femine in 1836~37,
Wello region, particularly Lasta,had suffered significantly
because the famine had béen accompanied with an outbreak
of cholera. Again there was e famine in 1800-01 which

was preceedéd by the outbreak of cattle plague in 1879 in
the Adal (Afar) aren.

The next major fanine which ravaged the country including
Wello was the Great Famine of 1080~10%2, known as the
'Kifu Ken (The Evil Day). This fonine took place in
alliance with drought, outbreak cattle plague and
epidemics., The danger to follow this famine had been

clearly stated by Antonelli:

"In rovident a country, where the harvest is
ion::m:dmpeven before the new season arrives, it i{s eesy
to foretell the horrible consequences to which Ethiopis
will be condemped when through lack of animols the
fields cannot for several reasons be sufficiently

worked, 1)

ionary, mns quoted by
Michael Aragewi, n Protestant Miss
Pankhurst, describes the terrible conditions thet pre-

vailed in the ﬂregi.on:
"Fanine hps spreed over the whok of n:ddl: and n;::m
hinks only howy to save
Abyssinia, and everyone t
lige. 'r:; nisery is indeacﬂbsb%;. Food prices have
risen to unheard of heights... .

‘\‘-.m-“

wkhurgt, rhyg | p g
160’ P'56 /5‘;
R
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Besides the loss of most of the plough oxon, the situation
was worsened by the clinatic fluctuntions, Theo yoar 1880~

the country, ) Some five or gix yoars later, A.B. Wyldo as
quoted by C.A., Wood and R, Lovett, notes that thore wos

e failure of winter gnd SPring reins cousing the deoth of
many people, 2)

b) 1900 - 1950%3)

ibsence of information on fanmine exporiencos during this
period also doesn't facilitate a thorough discussion on
the topic, Just like the preceeding period, periods of
famine should be inferred fron the general politienl and
economic situations of the period, RRC notes, without
indicating the specific regions, that there were fanines
in the country in 1909 - 1912, 1922, 1927 (on the eve of
the Italian occupation) 1937, 1940-43, 1950 and 1956
(all dated in the Ethiopien e.lend.r)h One may assumeo
that et least some parts of the region may have exporionced
these famines,

The early part of this period must have been o challengirg
one due to the impact from the Great Famine and the Battle
of Adwa 1895-6 (G.C.) Period of recovery wns oxtended by
the locust raveges and cattle plagues. In 1905-06 (G.c.)
cattle pest was endemic in most parts of the country. The
northern provinces (including Wello) wero ravaged by locust,
According to Crouzet, prices soered up and Yin many places
one could again see crowds of starving people and walking
skelotons”.%) Wood and Lovett remark that thoro was o
severe drought in 1913-14 (G.C.)over nuch of the Sahel,
including Ethiopia,€) Agein, the loceets triggered X
another severe famine in 1928 (G.C.) and 1929 (G.C.).

The situation during the Italian occupation may be nssuned
to be one of chronic food shortage and probably of fanine

in some cases.
--—-.-.--————-

Ibid,, p,s2
C.A, v,lood and R,Lovett, "Solar Cycle Influence on Ethiopien Rainfall
85d Droughts", Goophysical Observatory, the University = sn em;g:d
Yersion of o paper originally published in Nature, 251, 594-6 (1974)
1ess spocified otherwise, oll the dates are in Ethiopian Colondor
In this gection of the paper. The Ethiopian Celonder is sbout 7 yeers
fd 5 memthg behind the Gregoriasn Calendar (G.C.). To change the
thiopian Colondar to the Gregorien Calendar sdd 7 yoars to t;:h.
regorian Calendar for the period extending from lukom: c:. o;/e
23, and pad 8 years for the period from Tehsas 22/23 o Pugume 5
feliet nnq Rehabilitetion Commission, "Progress Report ,

Adis Ababe, yokatit 1969,
"khurst, 1Led,, P60
end Lovett, Ibid., P.227
Pcnkhurat, Ibid,, P,60,
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c) 1950 - 1970

The period from 1930-1070 4, charmnotorised by ohronic food
shortages and fomine in Wello, It is in this poriod that

Wello experienced one of the worst fomines in its history,
probably exceeding or equal to the Great Ethiopien Fomine
of 1889~92 (G,c,). However, it should not be forgotten that
the whole region or parts of it have never been out of o
famine situation, The 1964-65 fomine wes Just & cumulative
result of the situation, This may be easily notioced from
the following brief outline of famine experience,

i) The Unpublicized and Undocumented Famine of 1951

Unlike the famine of 1950-51 in Tigrai, the experience
of Wello during this famine is not documented, From
the experience of Tigrai, 1949and 1950 had been o

dry year, In most cases the fanine of 1950-51 in
Tigrai hed been duplicated in Wello, This is most
probably why Richard Greenfield remarked that "nt
least 100,000 e died in Tigre and Wello in
1958-59 (G.C.)".1) Moreover, the Inquiry Comnission
set up to investigate into the Wello Famine,

political} corraption and economic misnanagenent

hints that ",,,, drought hit certein areas (perticularly
Wello) as early as 1951,,.."2)

11) Another Round of Drought = Famine of 1957-50

There was en absenco end shortage of rain during 1957,
The failure of the 'Belg' and 'Meher' rains in the
region triggered off a famine., From the 12 awrojes
in the Administrative Region with the exception of
four awrajas - Were Ilu, Wadlae Delanta, Borena and
Awsa = all were victimized, The worst affected were
Wag and Lasta with at leest 50,000 deed,d)

Lasta Awraja was one of the two worst affocted aroes
and the ;?rs,t report came from Bugna Mekitil Woredn,
The report indicated the intensity of t&. famine, that
people have been forced to eat "Wushshi" (tree root),
Further reports indicate that 400,000 poopkc)» ore
starving and need immediste relief supply. The
governor was ordered to collect the supply from the
capital of the province but didn't do as instructed
and oonsaquent}y the grain sllocated wos destr-yed

. in the atoro."’
U Richg
rd Greenfield, Ibid,, P.321
) "D‘taila g h‘,t Nede ;ublicpn Ethiopian Hernld, August 28, 1974
b)) roug ts Findings on the Wello Drought
Inquiry Commission Made Public Its o8 (B.0)
y ™ Its Effects", Addis Zemen, Nehassie 21, 1 anine thet Followed"
1 R v in Wello and the Famine the )
Ty Commission, 'The Drought mharic of the findings
Tikimt 1968, p,4, This is a 139 peges report in A 1974 (G.C.) to
 the Inquiry Commission formed sometime in ”::x.n:’ and other problecs
“’"'ti&ato into the eeuses and effect of the f

Mth the emphasis on the Wello Fanine. «e /D0
» cit,
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In the other affected A¥raja, Wog, at the beginnin

of 1958, 100 qt. of relief groin was distributed, !
Seeds were delivered but were late for the agricul~
tural season, 1In mid-1956 situations weore vorse and
people were dying in three Keboles in Sokots Woreds. ?)

In most of the other affected awrnjas reports of the
drought and famine were forwarded storting asround the
end of 1957, In most cases the requost made was not
properly met and also the delivery delayed. Thore are
no exact reports on the affected population, the area
affected, the nmaber of recipients, distribution contres,
etc... In Ambasel Awraja the first roport appeared in
Sene 1957 from Kete Meketil Woreda from where later
reports indicated many people were dying, 3 Asa
solution to the food shortage, grain to be sold at

a reduced price was delivered, However, poople weore
not willing to buy the grain because they did not have
the purchasing power, Since the peasants in Were
Himano could not afford to buy the grain at & reduced
price, 1500 quintals (1 quintal = qt, is equivalent

to a deciton or 100 kgs.) of U.s3 relief groain was
allocated for free distribution,™)

In Kalu Awraja 7,500 qt, of relief grein was requosted
for 30,000 peogle and additional grain for sale at
reduced price,”) Similarly, the failure of the 'Beolg’
and 'Meher' rain in Dessie Zuria Awraja had led to
the starvation of people and deaths of cattle,

11,036 gqt. of relief grain was requested for 75,120
people.©) 1In Tikimt 1958, 6,000 qt. was despatched
for free distribution.”) In Yeju Awraja the impact
had been similar to the other awrajas. The only
difference was that the worst affected part of the
awraja was the lowlaend inhabited by the Adals (Afars).
The relief delivered to the awraja wans distributed to
the highlanders who felt the inflation of grain prices
but not to the real victims = tho Afars in the

lowlands.

In 1958 in Rayana Kobo the first report of the famine
came from Alamata Woreda. After a lot of correspondence
exchange 150 qt. of grain from the -togk allocated for
Wag ond Lasta at Kobo was distributed.”) In eddition,
in 1959 Megabit, 484 sacks of wheat and 302 sacks of
sorghun was sllocated from the same stock to the Adel

(Afar) people in the awrajo.

vee/€1
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At tre beginning of 1959, the Afor eolders from Arbete
; aree (Anbasel Avroje) indicated the oxistonce of

famine ond requestoed reliof Assistenco. The problem

continued until the end of tho year by the time tho

same situation was algo reported from the Dodots Kobele
in the awraja,

1i1) The Recent Major Fatel Pamine 1963 - 1966

Most of the ewrajes thot oxperienced the fatgl fanine
in 1965-66 began early in 1963, in sone cases oarlior,
The weather sunnary for this region indicates that in
1963 'kremt' Dessie, Anbassel and Knlu, in 1965 'kront'’
the whole of Wello pProvince and in 1965 'kromt' Awsa,
Rayana Kobo and Enstern Yeju had g precipitation of
below the normal of 20 years average. 1)

The survey of the food situation in thig region in
1965 has elso been sunnarized ns follows: The harvest
in Rayana Kobo, Yeju, lowland part of Ambassel, lowland
part of Lesta has been completely destroyed and in the
other awrajes with the excoption of the Dega areas
producing barley the harvest has been partially
destroyed, 2)

When one considers the causes of the fanine in the
lowland part, in particular the nomadic Afars living
along the Awash River, one nust not ayodically linmit
the reasons to inclemency of the climate but also

the commercialization of the Valley. Bondestan in hig
brief discussion on the impact of commorcialization
of the Awash Valley states that:

"With the introduction of cash=cr'p production,
sone of the Afar were forced to leave their
river-watered pastures = where they had lived
more or less permgnently since the 16th and 17th
centuries - to become increesingly dependent on
the availability of rain., This hoas led to o
relative over-population of the less fertile sreas
to which they had to move, with consequent over—
grazing livestock stervation, followed by dimint~
shing herds and nolonutrition, It 18 the rainfall
in the highlands, of course, which determines
almost entirely the level of the river; so the
Afar are lost if they are denied access to thig " 3)
lifeline when there is o drought in the lowlands)"”,

\
1) Planning ang Progranning Department, Ministry of Agrieu:::n,
"Report of the Crop Condition Survey for the 1966 E.C. n
farvest," seno 1966 E.C. PP.XXXVI-XXXVII.

Inquiry Commission, Ibid, P.37
Bondestan, Ibid., PP,420-429, -

28
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In 1963 in most of the awrsjas foilure of the mein

rain was reported, perticularly in Raysns Kobo, Awsa,
Ambasel and Lasta, Reliof roquosts were made os

early as late 1963, However, the delivery of requosted
relief was delayed by o year or more., Tho situation

in Awsa and Rayana Kobo hed been worsening from day

to day. Migration of people, socinl break-ups and
outbreak of epidemics were reported in 1964 and 1965,

In 1964-1965 the famine had spread to Were limmno,
Dessie Zuria, Yeju, Wag, Wadls Delanta, Kalu and
Borena awrajas, Since going into the details would
be unnecessary, we shall present only the highlights
of the famine,

The first report of the population affected and the
required rg}ﬁ%swpumd o8 carly as Minzia 1965, The
report dated from the regional adninistrator states
that in the whole region of Wello:

1) 738,285 people are affocted and nood 104,572 qts.
of relief grain,

2) 170,584 qts. of seed for 595, 200 hectares of land,

3) so far 110-120 people have died in each kebele,

4) medicine svailable is not enough for the 0,942
people affected by malaria and smallpox.l) The
next report of Minzis 0, 1965, puts the affected
population at 365,000 people out of whom 36,500
were children and the relief requosted was 75,000 qts,
of min.z) This estimation was based on the findings
of an Inter-Ministerial Committee that had been
touring in the affected arces from Megabit 20, 1965
to Miazie 5, 1965, This cormittoo estimated that
in the 12 awrajas there were 2,950,000 people out
of which 1,370,000 people were living in the low=
lands, The sffected population in the lowlands
was 26,5%, that is, 365,200 people. The committeo
recommended that 75,000 qts. arain for 300,000
people at the rate of 25 kgitead (poriod not
mentioned) and powdered milk end Fafa from the
Ethiopien Nutrition Institete for 36,520 children,
that is 10% of the totsl affected population,
should be delivered tmmediately. ¥ A report from
the governor dated Nehassie 22, 1965, puts the total
number of affected peoplo at 712,001 on the basis
of victims reporting in Dessie and other awrajas,

The breakdown is as follows:

l)A
2)
3)

ddis Zemen, Nehassie 21, 1966 E.C.

Loe, cit,
Inquiry Commission, Ibid., P.6%.
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Dessie Town (0,560), Raysne Kobo (212,500), Weg

(19, 2€1), Yeju (163,000), Awsa (54,000), Kalu
(85,616), Ambasel (3C,08)), Dossie Zuria (23,000),
Wadla Delanta (28,000), Were Mimano (20,000), Borona
(44,000), Laste (1£,000).1) On the same date &
further request of 42,600 qts, of grain to be dis~
tributed at 17 distribution centres wans medo, 2)

The records and reports of the relief distributed
appeer to be vague and poorly organized, An
Inter-Ministerial Committoe formed to assoss foed
shortages in the country reported that from mid-

Miazia to Pagume 1965, 44085 qts. of groin and

152,541 kgs., of rehabilitative foods were distributed,?)
The governor of Wello reported that the relief supplied
from the period of relief inflow until Tikimt 16, 1966
was 50,462 qts, of grain for 513,144 people, Its
breakdown on the basis of the sources of the supplies
is: Governmental - 35,915 qts, for 310,110 people,
Private Organizations - 22,547 qts, for 203,034 pooplo.‘)
The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission has stated
that from November 1973 to June 1975 G.C., a total of
496,143,16 qts, of grain and 36,360 qts, of rehabilita-
tive foods were distributed from March 1974 to first-
half of November 1974, The breakdown of the grain
distribution on the awraja level is: Ambasel 26,066, 04
qts, Awsa 131,999,085 gts, Dessie Zuria 55,776,30 qts,
wag 17,340,37 qts, Kalu 111,669,39 qts, Yeju 66,003, 21
qts, Rayana Kobo 60,409,50 qts and others 25,000,00 qts. )

Before national and international relief supplies began
to flow into the affected areas, death and migration
were the only available anlternatives for the victins,
The existence of a chronic food shortage and the
extension of the drought over a long period had forced
the people to migrate to other provinces in search of

food,

The first wave of migrants that were noticed by
officials at Addis Alem Woreda in Menagesha Awraja,
Shewa, in Tir 1965 came from Were Himano, Borena and
Wadla Delanta. Their exact figure is not known but
officials at different times put the figure first at
104, then at 730 and later as reported by the police,
it was around 2,000,

Ibtd.’ p0114

lbld., P.u? ) 3
Relief gnd Rehabilitation Commission, "May Starvation Cease
A report of 1} years of the Commission's activities,
Meskoren 2, 1962 (Sept. 13,1975) PP.14-17

hquiry Commission, Ibid., P.41. 8
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They were guarded end uncered for, 500 qt, of

Erain was allocated and 140 qt, was distributed

at the rate of 10 kg/head for 739 of them, The

rest, 352 qt, was ghnned to be distributed at their
final destination.) Resettlement of 954 of these
people was to be carried out in any one of the
following five provinces - Sidamo, Wollega, Illubabor,
Kefa or Gamo Go!n.z) The second wave of migrants came
to Sendafa in Yekatit 1965, Their situatior s were
slso siniler to the first group,

The findings of e surveillance carried out in 1975 G.C.
indicated that age-specific migration ratos 1ncsuud
with age up to the age of 45 and thon decroased. )

The intensity of migration was highest in Awsa

Awraja followed by Were Himano, Wadla Delants and
Rayana Kobo,%) It can be noted that the peak periods
of unusually high migration in the whole of Wello

was between March and August 1974 G.C, The peak
periods varied on regional basis: highland - June to
August 1974 G,.C,, lowland (western part) = March to
May 1974 G.C., and castern lowlands - February to

Moy 1974 G.C,5)

The problem faced in the attempt to quantify the
number of migrants hos also been a challenge to
estimate human mortality in the region. The mortality
report varies from below 20,000 to above 100,000,

The officiel government release indicated that until
Sene 1965, human death was put at 17,660.8) A study
of shelter population in the region revealed that
there was a significant difference in the age specific
mortality end that children under 5 rs and the
aged people were casily exterminated, Ethiopian
Nutrition Institute attempted to quantify the
mortality rate per age group for 1972-73 G.c.®

1) children below 5 years of age 600/1000

2) 5 years - 14 years 143/1000
3) 15-44 years 97/1000
4) above 45 yoars 300/1000

D) 1bid,, p,a3

2) Ibid,, p.44 i

) Mario Maffi, "wello, Two Years After the Crisis
(Yesults of February end July 1975 Surveillance), Consolidated
Food and Nutrition Informetion System, Sept. 1975 P.20

.) Loc' cit,

Ibld., P. 24

7y ihquiry Commission, Ibid., P.109

5 L8rio Maffi, Ibid., P.9
Inquiry Cormission, Ibid, P.109,
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On the basis of & survey of 5 awrnjss, (Ambasel ,

Kalu, Reyena Xobo, Yoju, Avea) it has been estimated
that at least 105,000 must have died on tho assumption
that the total population of the 5 avrajas is 504,000
and mortality rate is 1£1/1000 in 1965.1) 1In the
other awrajes it may be assumed that thousands may have
died.z) This figure is slso similar to the ostimation
made Ly Dimbleby (BBC-IV) who put the figure to at
least 100,000, On the other hand, the Provincial
Health Officer estimated that 96,000 poople died in

5 months in 16 gholters at the rate of 20 peoople

per dny.a)

Regardieg the loss of cattle, ENI indieatos that 00%
of the cattle had perished and about 15% have been

sold out by the farmers which leaves sbout 5% of the
original cattle population in the ares.?) The
depletion of the livestock population ig significantly
felt beosnse more than half of all families in the
region do not possess cattle.®) The findings of the
1975 G.C, survey of the region revealod that the
livestock mortality rates for the poriod from Septomber
1974 G,C, to February 1975 G.C. in the castern lowlands
was 20,7% for camels, 1C,.5% for goats and 0,7% for
cattle.®) The lowland avrajoas of Wello - Awsa, Kalu,
Ambasel, Yeju, and Rayana Kobo = have lost at loast

50% of their livestock population,

After the hidden famine had boon publicized all local
and foreign efforts were made to stop the ravages of
starvation. 1In 1973-74 at the climax of the fanine,
13 roadside shelters which harboured some 65,000 people
and 40 distribution centres were functioning,”) In
1974 some 40 voluntary orguuuttonl wore working
simultancously in Wello,®) Since then rehabilitation
projects such as: resettlement programmes, child
care, cottage industries, rural road construction,
water resource development, otc..., are being implemonted
by the concerned governmental asuthorities, sgencioes
and other r<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>