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at wor ' a s o f t . o'10 n l.- n 1 • 'I r ' , ci '1 '10. TI 

I .... 0 1 

r a r 8 in n 

un 0 1::; r uc t1on. In 1(' r ; uc 

tw y r rc ot of tb c 1 i n h r . 1 r . 

It w s r p r te<.: thnt • r f n t . (!LC) 1 -

crcn 10 o o st w !net" ry. 1 

t th cr· : D w r t 
y 

cl.. " ) lont 00) . It 

\.; rr t1c j o 1 ' c "' r y 

01 c r o'13 'or 0 t 

0 0 

·1. > cro" nt, thi c '1 1 b 

i u ti n c f th 'VI r ''1 . 

SIZE F rou T IOU 
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t o require assistance. C mpa rcd wi 

needing assistance in Wadla u 
cr s od , ut incre ased in L. a 

opul t i OD was mado 1n th 

b 19 h rve st fails in \'lof 

We Awr ja. 

Awrej e 

L sta 

W 

no 

W d l Delenta 

W r ilu 

Do:! 

KI11u 

Aws s 

TOTAL 

On poiot worth m otioDin~ h 1 

to 2 ,500 opl io \' and una a: 1 ~ 

w.o liv 1D the wor 

th Y w c lessi!1 d s urbc 

In t 

and 

o 

r lh n 

1Ifr 

o f 

III t yr . J! 

, rao 0 p opl ou d b 

0,000 

~H , 000 

coul d n 

tiOD regul ~ tioD in th 

llow urb n dwell rs to t foo ~ d , nd 

r oport od difficulti e s io h 1 i L · th n i n 

/ 

r 0 

f I le t d io 

tv n 

r 1 u-

1n1 to r 
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C. MIG F. T I GN 

Hig r tion was repor ted i n m at of th v 

r a tions f rom IVaa , ws ss, Darn , a 

r e . ll!) increased. A i~n i i '~ n t o 
report ed to hav mi r~ t d f r 

to the n irhbouring wr lJo st of 

t he wh Ie fanU" mi r tine . 10 o i e r ion w" r "\ U, 

ut th r e 'f B i lDJ:l ie r tion f r o ot rn \ 0 11 0 lh 

D. BEALT 

W peo Ie re malnouri s f , t hui r b dy r i Ol " Cll cr 

n the y b come sU!JC p t 0 ... 11 1 d 0 d 

th r epor t inc 02 som of on d 'HI p-

s ing fev rs, d i orrho or 

f r om t heir .. indin 0 n t 

som uniqu i ao 0 , . v <.. o 'l t o y 1l c" . 

'l r Iso coun t r d ur nr! op "\ on 

d s -::'0 , 10eo.11y 1m 

I w sh :for '1 fool, W 9 f t Y 

dur -110 surv y '" d r 

S'l (G .C. ) d w 9 rJ 

by tho U it i J ry 10,/,' (' .... r rt nu . ~ 

dur .., t his 1 s t fi Id (\ o . 

is s o i t au h n T i :' X' 

110 d I,ort r r " r t l 

p 0, 1 ond 0 1 

1 .1 die i 1 i on , 

f in s o e us d • Ric · t 5i 'l . 
C Mr1 0 nly tr n itt ·d t o .," by 1 b it ! 





Occ o.s n 1 i n st nc 0 f f c tj h'\ v eeu rr 

f o l1 win .... c a n t , . in t o I"'I f t IJ ly 

r ('v i ng them fr m dOD fiti 

c cn si<.l r d in t wo r r ou-)O : 1) 

r oJo ts ".nd on 0 n ~ ) t i cl.s h i e 

1101 rod nta but do no t . ..,0_ .JT C ~ • o r 

wi t h h 1'\. The , B 

Howev er , (w ily t ic <-1n t h" r "C 

o. lm s t epiJ ic r ort i e lD . 

The d isc se is c:nr cteri~ 

and ~uBcl s 

r 'lpi Iy a out 10 'F "In 

mi ss i ons. Tll tholOf~i 

f t y bus i t hat th 

vos s s. T he h i ,-lIt a 

~ t t lli o tim th :;lU 80 c 

R ccially liriU1"1, IJ Y n 

nec ais nn..1 nth eeur. 

hi c ~ne 9 f o r ev r y ~r 

ni 

i s 

n 

Th ort".li t y d C 

o f th ., ti n r 50 y 

cul c. I y ")r onu t d i 0 
ehi Ir 

ff ete [J • ru .... 

(;j br a ·ctrun nt e ll o rl\!1-h ie 

I p ov h i , hl 

lowev r , B I e r 11 n C 

1 'I t th c .ur o f 

("·f blie r. t h '1 3 

r Cl 

b in iov ti , ' t d t, 

i 

"/ 

c t 

t 

It 1 

CI 

r • 

t t'. 

..• / 1 
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~ .... r e o l s : 

C Ol:! r o w th 1 s t y ~ 1C S 

l OQ% in wsn , n S11 ht 

a s a lso r O;Y'r t n " c r \:hiq no . 

1 e dy vc r y i , 'c. ir: wr 'lj 

It (..cr nsc i n r i c 0 r rt 

3~ n 

i 

1. n Dc ..,si Zur 

u Ip l o f c r 10 1 

f ws .C wr j ,=- . I. D 

t nd 1 ve s t ck \ . n n t , ul .t1 . 
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o n c hor wr j 0 0 :I.t 

w scorn r t o t~o ~r j 

clo sure o f o t c l 

that de u nt o suv 

n il in me s t m r •. t o 

Li v st o ck; 

r ic s o f live sto c k 

2v 

rt 

he W st 

r . 01' 

\'focHn D l "nt n t" r :? io no , 30 

s li jhtl y i ncr wr -:j 

f f' r , i n. 

h . r 

r. u '" 1 

\' 1 C I 

t o h v 

c L t ' . , 

y nr 's pric or o t i n n" ~ f 

docre s d b .. 0% i n 1 Y s o , s li: h 1 t! 

we r e th s oo~ n 1 nt ~r i n o r n 

c u i n D a i ;u i r wr " j ". . 
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OICI l ... /,If 

rt t h'IV J 'r" u y II 
l i veotocl' r r zio h I e 1 i y o t th 

(. 1 th o w r 
i tOGS 9 d io on G .'l , an on of th tt · ... r o r '\th 

o f c. ... o f his Ii irO. t . r • Th c '\ lv .n', y un ' eM 0 t 
of ct tlS th Y 7~. 0 nc t llo w t th r ~ l r l 1 n 8 . 
r p rte t h!'..t tho ! c is nin" \If /J r !:l C U th 
r n' in lODe!) frr n t h '" w:lsh f . ru s . 

..s.ror 2 ine Aro D : 

Sover I livestc, I: <.l i s 8 s w ro r ort , 1n 
\V r cas , Il.nthr . b "c k I e , ' , int rnni '1 r sit rtlcul ri y , 
li. T f l uke, r t !l r p st, nc! f oot w re 1 
s pr e:-.u in l oo Dt L wr ~ . .J.:-'.. s . .,0'1 f') ! th I. 

0 fc rch imuno w In n, 
rnbi s in , !lh" \ 

i W , s ' ) r uhin no , c r ,1n onl" 
('0 ts in K I u 5 r 1 

syn t OM tic 11 y 01 "1 11 r t o bu 1.. 1 n r lobI by rin r-
at v ccin s 1"1 8 r ,,,"'=t In n n t 

b contro llo e t ah rt of ru v c ~ 
, 

Q r , 

Th o ft o r st t i e n 11 'I 1n xc t ,i. II 

w r e [ e n T l: ll y • C O llTe , in S v r 

1 at ycor , an~ mill a s '\ r o ;1 nn 1 t n 

t oo - for-worl~ 

n t r:1ns1 

nou Dess i o Zuri .:. ,~ lV:" 

b sis t o 

1n Dn 'llt 1 r J I! o f 
'ue t o abo r t .... 0 

S, Ho lY v r , 

r c ' rt ' in 

j '\ 8, In -SII , t 

'Tb r i 

~"'T '\ j'\, 

wor. 
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'I I:' t hr '; h 
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nt 

n ', ff r t1v1 

1 v "'y uc h nt 
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SEC"'ro III 

REcor. lENDATIONS 

Important as relief foo may be 1n t l curr nt 

only ser ve as a tem ra~y palli ive n 

create t he nec Lor r ol 0 p r s i D ~ In ror~1on 

snortagos have occur ntod l y . conc rt 

40n~ term d v~lopm n t schen s should b 

by the various u va lo. n t ng nci s. L 

cnc of such ,.. nci 8 could h v rr t 

d.gy.olopcren t of tho rQgion nnd C!.D..DJ' 0. tim 1 s t 

ctivities .. 

" 11 ~'1cst rn We lle cri is of 1 

centinu tien of t v 19 ' 5- C tho . ) d l 

t he stern p r t 0. th r gion. e n rt 

(E t h . e. )c r i sis coul d vO SGi ly 

si tuaticn but ttl y 1JI r 

t b st cculd b 

been b yond tho c tr ' f th c nc rn 

B th t 8 S it ny, t J fut ur C 'ln ' 

T th is off ct th f liat nd'\ 

1 / 01 / 7 

1 

on 

I'll 

t i 

. e. 

1 h 

c n 

th 

! 

nd 

nt 

}' 

n ot 

y 

nt 

n 

i n the ho pe f 1n ! r 

I unch nd intensi r h 

r commend ctions nr c l 96 ii d un t r 1 

t f cilit t r os ;'G s i v c i s n 

... /3 



. . 
t 

.1 f: , " 

oJ, 

" 

•• • 1 

i; f 

. . 
" . 

.; 



o CI /7 

A. lloli e f 

1. F a d-A id 

ria lnut itio i n e ildrc; li n!: n d ct ct cY. 

ar s o f Ye ' P r j:l . Tb sur v y t t 

etion so p.e Ilr 

t he au ppl y o f (J ... l emont .ry ! d 8 . u:tI. ;; ! 

prope r olloc3 t it~a '\nd c istri n 

food s in •. 11 n ':cct tl C 'T'1j '\ '\1'1'1 d u .. 
ensur e t e r eov r y of th 

Af t er sc r t n dy , r 11 f , r in 0 n r r 

r.l a t e r inl s d i tr ihuto 1n h oi y 

are '! s und d i dtr:hut i n Qctiv t l s h- ul c . t 1 

lrG:1dy 91 i '~ . . .. i ~ r C ' v in ' '1 1' 1\0 . 

The !:ooc1 Db rtoGI- 0 h r :,"1 n-

di r ect i 1;r c 

sue s p r .. :; ~ 0 boi y r ' f () -1:(' 

~t o i nim izi t h or c t (' . ( I h r b I . 
t;; ~~ 

poor sha u l _ l ,n y . 

2 . Sto r e s '\n 

i) Th u f icio' IX.! w rl' n c l' 

in kul k " ~ B Ju 

consld .t1 81 r C 1 

c f s t ren II l' 

BU t 11 h v b n n n 

.. . / 3 ':' 
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u t v 1 '1 '. 0 c t or . ~: t c 1 n 

(Wud l n 1) 1 nt'1 !.wr j . l t ull 

Tshay 11 wch~ o !)r v t urtb r , 

ii ) A min r ci s ' ribut i on c n t r h u 

Tekul es~ (L sta wr j ~ ) . 

t h i n b ae r v <1 y lu 

which r c f 'lr wny . Til lr 'ld y " 

Te lml s :" 0 au l b st c k ! n ,u '"' t f r tl r 

.) t r t l.mt i ")n c tiviti ,S o 

0> . Sup!') l y 

Requ st s h Ol! Y l f 

r e aurn , t i o of t ho !:IU pl y f 'rues/ I 

i sensc s ct· u Ded o b ... .., u 11 
, 

Y .C . 

4 . G c - J\ i d 

R qu !l t o f )r 8 0 nssi t n 1 11"1 

n C br Y 
D. 

The r cco i ;> t ! 

cn confi r I.- b'J 

un 0 i n t 1'1 f t h" 
r 

s ced . 

; . lini nt ry 0 

l. 
ra 

f.",qu" ° t 
foI C by n 8 f 

... /33 
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c onsultatio y t~ concern a a j a r ch 

inistry. vrAh:l") '!n die I'. D s , which r r . 

s ~l ilar t o ~~~i i , shoul~ b 1 nt1 4 

2 . Ve t erinary &·rvices 

Lncl; o f qu li1. i ed 'j rsonn 1 nd ell r t ... 0 

t inal ~ ise S OD G~ livestoc r t I 

hlll'lperin£ H!o ";:Jer t i n d ruc p ns1 n ( " v 

08 r e .ort e~ :r c'""! Wa , soie Zur i 

owrajns. ~'1rc~ ri t o 

the proGlams. 

3 . Ho r t icul t uro 

r. C/ 

1 

or 

:-1 

t 

Horticulture F.lS 0 su pl enent t o ero i n- - ct- ,1, y 

be int ro 'uC6G i~ o ot of t h 

of Lasta hwr j c h3~ _I r ~J y 

\'.'0110 1:.C Er n 

r equ s t b o. e 0_ t h Curvoy ~ 

1)100 ' 0 iur.t Qr Ll ur <.'t.! n 

w y . 

4 . _' rcstry 

f, hort -0 0 Dur _o 01 

os t he ~n i 

e f or t s. M use - r obl ns 

wr j 8 . G "1 .n 

r 

where.:; thoy " 

D", lcnta A'Wr "'.; ) 

uc i. DC 1 I . ( . r: . n t 

. . 
r (' U 

. . . / 





3 I /0 ,/1 

Furth rIno r , t h ~ 1 Y 1 n t 
land in llCCOr~;'l ce with !"ur 

hom r>ered the 0 - :': f or stat! n If rt a. ,., 
i' . 

which would f ur t h r h s t e n th 
r ~' 

in the aclmi is t "t iv r i n o f W 1 b ul t r 

effect i mJ ed i t 11'. 

5. So U and Wat r Conservation 

So il nd wat r c ..; eerv tion G b un h t 

urc;ently th hi rn 

We llo . Activ it L~c aIr Co y un r ul 

b e intens if i ed . 

6 . Cropping Activ 't i s 

The iX'pul t i on _!l was .wroja sh ul ' t 

turn Ilrt of i t s l'!nl, p r r c c · l tlv .1 

i n t o the cultiv tion o f (~ cro s. 

C. Minis t ry a 

1. o f J ru'} f!. 

ShortaGo of 'ru~ !l or th .: tr t n nt f er.. , 1 

has b r .Jorte ~ _5 on t tl " o n • 
he O,lth s~rv C 0 th ..l WT 

dru s shou1c {)"1 C'l t 1 t ,) :l11 t h 

obt in II t:u'" til ( u,\ ti 1 :) f) f eu·. 

2 . 

L c It of .'J ill ~lth rs un 

9 rv ic 9. 

.. . / 





35 OIC/O 

t o n s sie rl t he roau1 r eJ nunb r o f t 

cwr n j s. 'r. a t r in i nG - t r r e -

sent a t ive s of PEl. s nt s .. ssocbtions 1 ic 

ser v i ces co 112 b useful t o min lGliz t h r o c 

wit h the 1 k o f h<;)1l1th p r sonn 1. 

3 . EuildinGs and ,uipmettt 

The epr ec i t on d buildin'" 'lon' me 'i "\' h ~ 

a lso rosed ~. ,rot ~.cm in the r 

s ervic es . 

i ) Tho H .ltl C nt r o f o t 

i t s elec tric ~' owGr (' cn r 'l t or s h /ul b 

Thi s w s ::11 o rcc() t th~ " I: 

situ tioD in 'J st r n \' 11') 

t a t 0 c t ' c n 1 B be Eln t "k n u 

s t ution s I) i:i. in ) ~ in La 

l ook d t . 

ii) Tho t 0 h t' Ic ( t , u 

,'\wrll j n) h ) u l J c n.': 1r , 

i ii T r urn ~~oc it 1 

the t c, yo 

i v) The C . t r 1 

It c Pl , l t y , i nc rl 

Cot i 1 '1:': f t c r 

be rna c t o 0 .1: ;- 1 th ' C 

o w r ~_Der t r II'h c!1 c. lJ t1 .1 

... / 
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4 . Investipations on "UOGD 

Epidemolou i c 1 i .veoticotions on th i. 

should be nctiv".t €l in p"roll 

try . T h 

• 111 th 

J , Furth r 

! 

which are bei~::, pTaseDtl~1 con uct d 

peasants shoulJ be orient d n i1 r v 

fiDei reGults of t be lnveetl~D ti ns 

they ahoul olao e !ostruct d n t t 

treatinc the d loeeae e8~eci lly, th 1('- ' 1 ttin- . 

D. r'linistries of t.une~ 
• • 

1, Water Supply 

The Water ResourceD Authority shoul 

efforts t o ex :):-> its activit! s In au ::,1 1 

water t o the w'ol 0 AW9s i\\o'l'oj 

rticu1 1r 1y tho Fa 

near Wnje . wher e s rioue short ' 

r epo rted. 

Sooll Scel 

! t r 

The develo~Got o f om 11 sc 1 1n u r 1 , 1 

D thotIs whic c ' b 1 ~' cloc r '1 8 

rura l . 0 ul t o~ s 1 1y on 

I n' ustries 'h ic~ C DC nt r ot 

l eather no C ~ P t o 9 

"' r1 u 

tho hio l.1 nd !,0 f\S ( I I n 0 Inn "., 

awrnjo ) vh r~ t a n COSS 

easily. 

T'l ' n 

ur • 1 l 

~ r1nk nr: 

c i t 1 n 

y 

n 

u 

c 

. .. / 7 
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Ministry of CcJ;')jjJ roe 

1 . 

2. 

Market 

i) Efforts shoul be Q d t aup. ly r l n t o tl 

depen ent po.: uilltian of 11 OI7T aj II r leut 

The /\r, riculturc1 Mllrketinc Ca r po r ti n h"" 

to play with regor d t th au ly f) f 

Grain. 

o"rk 

r y " 

1i) Farmers have ber.un t o r ow vo;ota 1 e it ru I f ru it 

in lar~e ~ounto in Ambaslol th 

have fa i l e t identify markot out l to ~ f r. '101 r'l 

of commerce in collaboration with t 

corporat i on shoul tnke tho D C 

surplus r eduction and onrk tl 

is much neede.1 (e. , . Assnb & AWB 

Supply of dry ce ll batteries 

The shorteue of ry cell batt ri I for 

Insecticide apr ya 8 WIlS r o 

report of lost yeer on Woll • it wns 

appropri t e me suree sboulJ b taken 

sup~ly of be t t.eri s. n \" vor, it wnn 

shortaee of dry call batt ri a rai st 

a timely action is call e<! t o r 08UD t 

dry cell batteries . 

P" rtic4Utur 

tin 

til l 

r ." 11 r 

Jlor til 

wh;J r it 

P I 1 c 1 ' 

In ur 

th" t 

th c nlin u 

t il h 

d y. h r t (l r 

u p 1, (I f 

Food Shortages Ra l't on Wollo , loy 107 

, 
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:h Ethie pian R~ads Aut! rity 

The ro ads to the capitals of the affected awraj 8 ho ld 

tained regularly. Major .perations shoul~ start on he 

Tenta Road which is now in a very bad cenlfttien. Effor a .hou c1 

I s o continue t. complete the Weeel Tena - Kon roa~ wi lch 1. 

presently not pro,ressin~ satisfactorily mainly due to lac .r 
equipment. 

'/ eh..i.ueA ha.ve. :to l1egO:tULte. w,ah .6uc.h 1:.lfPe 0 

II [ lu dg 0 !J /I .to 1Le.a.c.h 0 ne. 0 .the. AW!la. j a c.arJ.V<I..u..<..Q 

(761 e.ae.d ctlLe.a..6 On weUo . (u'e/!. hA.mwo -

. t f the transport 1nrrastructure 1n ~l 0 llnprovemen 0 

It shou ld b no d ha rec onmended in our report** last year. 

th is recommendatiQn is repeated bere, althoulh 8a I I ! c or ) 

. s p ns e were taken in accordance ~it h la t 
ear' 

ood hor tage Report on \"ello, lay 1 97 . 
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ANIJEX 

S IT E SELE CT l Ot 

The s ite s e l ect i on in t he surveye 

Yeju and Am a SDel was one n 

fr l!llles we r e est blished a t n f e c ' ::; 

is the pr imary s ~plinG unit , s i ne it i 

ot 

l. 

s soc i a tions i c l Ided every hous old i n v y 

pe c nt of the far r s ssoci ~ io 5, wi th 

portion 1 0 t lc i populat i on i z w r r ndocl 

each \'IrO edc . In each oit s l oc t vcnty hou 

s e l ected S s econd ry s~~~lin nit .. '"' h ou bol d 8 1~ 1 

d o ena d o n t he r .t ionolity 0 .. ' 'lcb .nun(l r to . 

A r co nUiss nc tri p t eun vis i t ~ 

L S '} , Var' , we r 'lu , Dess i e Zu 

G ~tL r d i n forQa tion on t h2 

11 , rkct , he lth , assist nco 

nt r y i i i nes. AltlOUG t 

Awr~j '\ info ,ution bout the 

t 

r hil tO, 
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... ,ttl 



lot odoloay th 

, d irec t intervi W o a tho by Ln~ t 

su ~ rvisor was s d fo c ull ct1ne t, 1n tornn.1 n. U 
of quest onn ir s w r u n d . 

n) 

:. c;ues t i onnaire wa coopl -::y 8 t v d 

Farner ' s s ociation 1 v 1 . :~w ~J nl 

interv1 wi g f our to f 1ve viI 

F~ m~ 's ssoc iotion . Thv 

fo1 10 1IillG COM on0n t s. 

Popu l ation 

e r o nc" 

Live£to k nt ntu 

M rl 's t r owo r.nJ I r 1c 

b P.ous hold Inforootion Qu ' t 
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ANNEX V 

A PROFILE OF DISASTERS I WEILO 

INTRODUCTION 

lot has been written and lengthy discussions hovo n 
causes and consequences of the 1973/ 74 famine which he 
of the fourteen provinces. I ) The Wello famine which 1 
attributed to the drought situation prevoiling 1n th 
Zone had been a cause for the recognition of the pro 
of actions to be taken. To mention only a fow: 

1) t he 1973/ 74 Wello famine hod played e very imp 
political role by exposing the suppressive on 
of the rotten foudal regime ond its indi ffe r n 
the plight of the peosonts, 

2) t ho belated disclosure of storvation in Wollo had 
publicized by a forei gn journolist which ini tiatod 
of local ond international relief aid and th ini tia 1 1\ 

t e r m and long-term rehabilitation projocts, 

3) it initinted and opened the opportunity fo r th 
CtUses and consequences of famine ond othor di 
country so as to toke timely preventive and mi 

4) the regime was forced to acknowled go th xi 
ond e stablished in 1971 a Not ional Em r 
In Februnry 1974, it was replaced by tho 
Commission 2) , 

5) short l y ofter February 1974 , a 15-mDn C nni 
formed to investigate into tho circu~9ton 
the trngic consequences that Droso f r n th pr l on' 
that affected many ports of tho country, porti ulorly, 

~--------------------
or the details of the 1973/74 foclino ond its 

referenco cay be ronde to mnny of the Ethi pion u ri 
t'CPOrts, Relief and Rehn ilitotion COM! sSi n Pu 
t'C Ularly issued "Food Supply systom Report" f 
~urvOillonce Progromme (F TSP), tho occos! ~ol r 
ron Assessment of the FNSP, for eXDl:\pl f 

RePOrt on Wello _ Lasta, odla Dolonto (lnd 
~y 1973, find ings of the Inquiry Comniss ion 
tnto the Wello Dj easter and "Wollo Et:'1I oncy 
Aahenofi Moges Disaster preparednos S Plonnin 
JUl y 1978. Th~ reports of Extension ond proj 
DOPartment (EPID) end organizations on 0 in 
"111 

2) I serve the sene purpose. 7 
10 29 1974 W .1 33-1 • g'Q r1t Gozeto", No. 23, /\. urrust, I 
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The situations of fomino in Wollo prior to 
have not been properly rocorded and inv tl' 
contributed to this - obsenco of prop rl y 
fied and mystified records, official 811 n 
this brief look into the post, an ott mpt wtll 
fragmented and scnttered reports ond r c rd s 
with more emphasis on the pre-1973/ 74 ituotl n 0 

1973-74 up to 1978. Furthermoro, the study Will 
drought only but will also include all oth 
accounted for the loss of lifo and/ or oc n 

Even though the available frngmentary pioc a ot Into 
accurate presentation and aSDess~ent of famin 
this study will, at least, try to l ook into o . 
conditions as manifested in Wello. 

1) Fomine is not a new phenomenon to th peasontry .. 
no.ture i ~e8Al'1ntl·;l to get adequate crop pr 
natural env~ronment only that constltut th 
adequate survival. The crue l oppr sslon f 
accounts for the peosonts' pligh t which i 
furies of the environment. Honce, facin r su It 
conditions of the food supply systen and th 
of the SOCiety which may be aggrnv ntod by th 

In a long discussion on the real caus s f ooin, 
describes that the social structure of a i 
with famine in comporison with natural cou s . 

"Naturol calamities may point up th w akn 
social structures, but they do not ~U8 
and economic system is vulnerablo it r:uly v n r 
famine without natural disast~r. F r xanpl , 1n 
famine-prone (1. e. structurally vuln ra 1 ) cut rl 
shortfall in grain production con 1 ad full- 1 
it's accompanied by less cosh t o inv st In l h ! 11 
crop (nnd therefore by loss ompl oynont and 
workers), by hoarding and spoculati n 
merchants and traders and by tho c ns 
that put the poor totally out sido th 

This also gives a picture of the bio raphy 
been free from the specter of hunger. E 
"eaCh famine takes more land (11fo, pr r 
from the poor and thus sets the stagos for 
general one would not bo mistaken or bins 

"n ~los~r look at the present sHuntl n 
Ii 0 ao hun yond poor - wherever thoy ony v I:> 

patterns of injustice and cxpioito t i n, h 
literally prevent thern froc feedIng th 0 

_ food, fishing, hunting, buying i t or 0 

---------------------
1) Susan George How the other Holf Dies - Th 

~nger, peng~in Book Ltd., 1978, p.44. 
2) Ibid:-;- P.45 
3) Ibid., P.16. ..1' 
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2) On t he bosis of t he a bove th or tic 1 bo ck round 
t ho abs e nce of wcll-docu ont d occurot 1n Ort ntl 
a nt i Cipat ed that the OS90s ::; n nt of th vo r l ou tO l' J 

the food supply s ystem (pr cd uction/ l und, 1 bur, e ll 
distribut ion-consunpt i on , and hew thi hno 1 
to a near-nargina l s ur viv::! l wi ll ClV 0 bo t 
history of fami ne in Vollo . 

3) Even t hough thero i s a lini totion on !)O r 1 
will be mode to see tho continuity 0 f0r.11n I 

hod cre ated tho fovoura bl o tormin for it !) au 
post hos played a great rolo i n tho pr s on t 
oust be vi ewed in toros of tho r ol ationsh i p 
ond non . For this purpooo wo s holl h 1'0 pr !Jon 
geographical e nvironnont 01 t ho ~eGi on nd it s histor ! 

A. GEOGRAPHICAL ENV l~,~ 

Wello is one of the nost d is£cct n u t oinous od 
r egi on ranging in olt it udo f ran 400-500 ~ t 
Pla in to ove r 4000 net e r s in tho C nt r o 
li ss on both sides of ho l i nos of fa , 
on t he east and t he d:('()i nagc of : ho a 
r egi on Clln be divided i nto two geor;rophiCll l r 
plateau of western We ! lo and th l owl a nd 0 

West e rn Wello which at t he p eocn 
Lnsto , We rehinono, Wod lo D l anta , 
t he North Ce ntra l Ma " .;ifs i:' !1 s 00 1 

by ext e ns ive high pI a '; au 1'::1 Cing f r an 2:>00 
t o mor e than 4000 r.1et0rs 0 :1 t h t op of . 
by nUmerous rivers whi ch l ow i n op eo 
r i ve r s hove res ulted ~, n isol ot 
lands, known a s 'A no::!';!, :1.,0 at d 
Ee3hilo ond Tel{G~z . l- or::; 0 . t. eil' tr 
'A ohos ' s eparated 0 o:;.'gos i !J ',. !.l-co.:;cr 1 

dUri ng t he Napier OJ:t:' 'XlHion i:. 1367"60 quo 
"They tell us this i ~ a t b:'ol :'lno ( ' n "' ') . 
turned the t able Llpcido down on 10:'! 

l egs. " 1) The Yeju Wc.dlo Dol anto Pl ate u 
t ho osssifs in tho nort h a nd t he sout h. 

To tho east of the G eat Eas t r n 
r e li cf and precipice 310pes fa 1 dr Dro 
low pla ins of the Afar Plain. Thi 0 1'0 

tho largest AWrQjo i . Wollo , oo ~tern ~ :t 
A ba s sel ond Kolu aw:::-njo c It i f) 1rt 
Whor e the Awosh meo n or bef or t o~ n · 1n 
AWssa r egion or ot t inos , d ~. ~ opp Drs 1.. th 
people living i~ thi s r "ion or o hor 10cn 

~cro cOt:1J;1erciol f o;-n", have oen i n r UC 

~~~Ord -~~::~;~:~~~-;~~iOPiO, A l C',I' oli tica l Hi 
on, Pall Moll Press, 1965, p . 7. 
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The annual r ainfall Or.lount, ho 
concont r ation correspond to th 
Tho ~ ... nrly preoipi totion vories fran 1500 
of western Wello to 300 no in the 1 wl Dn 
Tenpernt ure ,elso vorles f rom ni ht ly 
intense heet in the Afor Ploin. Th 
cliootico lly defined os n desort or 0 s 
stunted and i solated acocio troes, thorn 
grass clumps. However, along tho oojor ri v r s 
s trips of riverine vegetati on or "gall ry to 
the bonks of the rivers. The west~rn port of 
with mountain grassland and nlti ooQtnn ~rub 

The geographical make-up of tho r ogi on 
on the socio-econonic conditions, Tho 

nl 

has cont ributed to the elimntic d1f f rene 9ithin th r 10 

~ifferent agricultural practises. Tho torroin portIC\Jl rl ' 
wastern Wello, affects the pottern nnd nature rt . 
ha s created problems of nobIlity because tho at 
ascents con only be negotiated ot 0 gr at cos 10 
by nan or mule; It hos creoted a shorto (; f arabI 1fH1 
hos fo rced p~ple to cultivate the stoop 81 P S , Thl 
speeded up the soil erosion. 

B, HI STORICAL MCKGROUND 

Since the presentation of the intri Cllt 
the purpose of this paper, we sholl ntt 
lights of its history so that an Ioforonc 
on the soci o-economi c factors thot noy hov 0 

suppl y si tuation~ The Wollo oroo, porticulorl y 
was inhabited os eorly as tho fIrst Di ll nlun. 
the Axumite Enpire had dov loped a c nplox 0 r1 
which hod spread easily to tho poriph ry f t il 

fter on interlude of some conturi os th xuul 
r eplaced by the Zogwe Dynasty with Roho (Loli 
os its contre', 

After the fall of the Zngwo O'nDst y 1n 127 
incidents took ploco - the Muslin Im'osl n on 
Eo ch brought violence, dooth cnd r r u 10n 
01 Ghozi, surnoned Grogn, or tho 1 ft hon 
(' convers ion or death') on tho untry, F 
mOved successively Into Duorn, hewD, Anhorn 
Their influence snd destructlon on th coun r 's1 
described by Greenfield: 

"His ool:lndic followers proved dif 1 etl 
net i vnted os much by 0 lust for 1 t os 
in th~1r wake t hey 10ft 0 tFai1! ul 

__ burning churches and plunder s t ---1) -----------Greonfield, Ibid I, P.52, 

t 110 1 no 
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A l i tt l e l ater the weakoned population 08 foe ~lt 
Movenent. The Dromo n i grotion WllS equolly d true 
Local kings , princes and chiefs had confronta tIons 
Orono g roups. 

The i npact s o f wars and ~:lpaiens frotl th 
Di gr ation until the E1'O of the Princos ho n ' r a l y 
Wello. The various chronicles of tho Enpor ors 1n 1 
around 1660 to 1760 canpa1gns nnd oxped1 t i ns 
subd ue local rebellions had greatly affocted t h ro 
~r. ng the reign of Yohonnes I (1667-82) n 0 cenpo. l n 1n 
"Yohannes is said to have killed the poosonts ond burnt 
houses - as God burnt SodOD and Gonorroh. "1) T crn h th 
:r:eb~llion in Laste during Bakaffo' stine (1721- 30) , t h 
instructed his soldiers "to pilloge ond burn d n 011 th 
t hey could find." 2) This wos followed by "burnine d 
seizing oany wonen ond children in Lasto" durin th 
lyase II (1730-55).3) 

The Era of Princes (Zenene Mesafint) froo 1769 4 10 ~ wo 
ized by eldless wars between different rivol warl 
had adverse l y affected ogricultu~l producti on nn ont 
Insecurity prevailed. Economy declined. Tho pulotlon 
Around the e nd of this confused ond decedent port ,th 
~Gwodros begun in 1055. 

He ntteopted to stop the conflict between tho pr v1nc10 1 
which Wa s r ampant until oid-19th century. I/o d1 ottp 
out s one reforns which were strongly opposed Y 1 01 i 
cl e r gy , etc. 

n ull in t h 

1n 
fr 

"His nethods provoked t;1ounting resistan co, 
country in a starn of rebellion which drov 
to distraction. The Gollo also rosunod til 
l essness once ogoin claioed tho Ethiopion 

tho ory nil r 
mido and In"­
un r )''' . 4) 

~onelik' sand Yohonnes' reign hod slnllor k r hl 

Punitive expe4itions ond C9Dpaigns wo r rgnnlz t blt 
l:lovet:1ents were 0 burden on the countrysid. Til 1n '1 n 
dost ruction which resulted bocause of th 11 htln. W08 if t ~ 

1 nd '1 by t he loldiers' depredations. Hony eIv1 wn r s 0 11 ' 
Wor o occonponiod by looting and plundori n , o.po io ' 
and unplanned cnnpoigns. Bosidos the rovo~ 9 ! thd 
people were re'aoved from ncric ltol'Ql lloti\'Ht 0 G 

_~ destrOYed. For example, Tewodros' roi n con b 
... ,." __ .,,., ___ -, ____ f· 

t ell th tondord nrcl Pankhurst "Some Factors Dopl'flss1ne 0 

f POQ' "J~!!!np~l ~o~f~E::.:t::.:.h!J':.::O:.tp:.:l.;:O.;..;... .... - -\' Bonts in Traditional Ethiopia, :.:,our 
L 1.IV, T O ~ 2 , Addis Ababa, J uly 1966 , p.17. 
00 cit, 

Loc t oit 

onn 1 0r~-kl ~~~~W_~~n~~t:2~~~~~f~Q~T~ro~d~i~t~l~o~n~o~l~-------Oltto nu I'f, .1)lbl0nt: _ 
rd Univorsity Press, O~ford 1974, p.l6, ... Itj 
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" i H s reign was characterized by int minoh l 
scale mobi lizntion of all the obI - cdi 
devast a t ion, ')ften intensified in th l ot r .r 
del iber ate castigation of area s in r b 1110n" .1 ) 

His punitive exped itions wer e totally d strue tv • 
1856 "villages wer e burnt, the fie ld s l oid 
wome n nnd children unsparingly butchered, r roe 
irredeemabl e cnptivity . "2) Delanto was l ollo rly 
1 868 without any resistance. 3) The probl n ! th 
coul d not be solved even by the time fIn Uk. l' 
a ttempt ed to e stablish a r egul a r pay and inst ru 
not to loot. Thi s prohibition was tr spass at 
The men seized and slaughtered all tho an11'1010 th y 
I n 1 092 Menelik olso proclnioed "forbiddin tho 1 
qua rtering themsleves on private porsons and o rd r 
to contribute a special tax for the1r upk p . "5) 
this , Menelik set up granaries for his tr ps ln 1'1 
nnd othe r prov ince s. 

The fighti ng of the late r 19th century b h ' 
gr eatly impove rished tho northern r ei ns . 
the north including Sokota hod been d st r y 
o populat ion of 5000-6000 by tho 1370 ' hod 
in 1 881. 6) 

During the 19th ce nt ur y and also durin 
s t rategic position had attroct and h 
military activities . It had s rv a 
wnr f ronts . It was fo r this r as n that 
"to subd u e the several Gnllo g r up in 
sett l ement had since the 16th or1 17 h 
isol a te Shewa from the anci nt nt r s t 
It Was fo r this purpose thn 1en lik 
on an exped itio n to Wello i n 1890. 

Duri ng the It a lian occupation tho nort h r n por 
Lalte Ashangi had en tho seon fon u 
was during this peri od that "th 
raiding the lowland sultanate f w so in 
burni ng its capi tal" • 3) The r ofuGal t 
foll wed by Ras 1ul ueetta 19 ( Iinlst r 0 

KObo': 

~-------------------R i hn ,., '£.2!!~!.£.Ji!~~~g1.JE~tU!Jl~O~[l!ll.1l.Q_-:.-.lUO.:loOOI:L.-... l JII.9 .... 3"" .. , e rd Pankhurst £!conot!lic Hist r y 0 -

2) HS I Press, Addis'Aboba, 1963 
) 1 bid ., p. 568 

Loe . cit 

1 id ., P: 566 
1 1' . 571 

~b1d . , PP.692-693 
reonf ield I blA P 97 1 i ' <.1. , • 

d . , P .121 

1 . 7 
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"He ordered floggings and marched on th v 11101' 

main centre of the Azebu Gallo on th Rift all 
south of tfle Lake Ashangi Basin, and procUcnll 
The fact that Ras Mulugetta rarely paid hls 
contributed to the looting ••• "1) 

at 

In Rayana Azebo there was on uprisine of tho zobu GalIn 1n 1 
and 1930. 2) After March 1936 on the retreot fTOr.! th rT 
front Ra s Getachew "wns obliged to fight sovern l lors 
engagements with the Raia and Azebu Gallos, out f r 
the treatment they had earlier received ot tho hon 
MUlugetta" .3) 

Further on, during the 
selectively bombarded. The routes of tho r tr 
force, particularly in the Lake Ashongi orea, w r 
are particularly, the Lasta region (Loli oln and 811 1ln 

Giorgis Kebeles) was heavily bombarded for its a 
against the Italian troops. The Italian connon 
one of his urgent telegromsto his bossos in s ro 
1, 1937 indioates the attrocities carriod out n Lo n. 

"The whole inhnbi tants of the Lasta r 
determination ond bravery - havo rob 
birth place of Ras Kosso's childr n. 
necessary to inforn the people to disos 0 

f rom the officials, Dnd tho whole 
crUShed . This is the only choi 
is diffi cult to despat ch troops t 
earlier daily air attacks hove been orT! 
unsuccessfully)". 4) (Translation fr n 

!!.!.STORY OF FAMINE AND FA IWE INDUCING FACTOR 

Fa ine is triggered either by natural (d rou h , l oeu t 

~ttlo plague, epidemics, flood ond sei oic oetiv! 
( or o and/or civil distrubances, oppressi 
focto rs. In this section " .. 0 sholl, os for n 
os ct So as to show the iopoct of th pas on 
oeon mic history of Wello. Tho presont \' 110 
Survival which suffers a chronic food short 
Undor certain conditions, for examplo, 0 olld 

--... ... ,-------------------
Ibi " P.l06 
Ibi. , P.16l 
Ii., P.218 
ogoa KUl e 

1a Abu a' , 
Yo Mussolini 1istir (secret s 
Ha~le 16, 1949, P.I03. 

••• • C 
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NATURAL DISASTERS 

1) Eart hqua ke 

From a seisnic point of view, the rc 10n 1s r itl 
port l y in the zone of weakness of t he ea rt h's ru 
l and part of Wello constitutes the nort hern pert 0 

Ethiopia n Rift Valley . This region i s unsto I 
marked by volc~Jnic activities. It has expor1 nc 
of seismic activities frequently. The l ow lo nd rt 
dominant ly a pastoral comnunity which hos GIlt,ral 
environmental structures which gake tho cos unl ti s 
to property insignificant in conperison to th t 
crowded regions. However, in the future, th dof.lD Gnd 
effect of earthquakes will be magnified proporti nclly 0 

the rate of urbanization and economic gr owth . 

A b rief look into the history of earthquokes ond oorth 
in this region shows that it has experi ncod col 
and it is located in a seismic zone. 

Ea rthquakes and Earth Tremors in Wello l ) 

1631 Seismic tremors were reported felt 01 0 st c ntinu u 
over a period of several oonths 1n Awso, 80uth- 1I t 
Afar (lower Awash valley). The town of Wf. at (1 t 

present name is still unknown) was dostroyod . 

1045/02/1 2 On February 1 2 in mid-ofternoon, t hrc 
western Ethiopia. The magnitude of h 
estimated at about 6.5. 

.h k 
1 

rt h . 110 , - In the district of Lasta, no -W 5 

covered up a whole villago. 
- In Warn Hoioanot (ll.~, 39.7~) 

town in W9re Hir:mno) south of logdolo 
trapped in n crovasse ond died. 

1906/05/26 On Eey 26 an earth treoor wos fo l t 8 

Dessie in Borumedo (II. 20M, 39.7 ) . 

13 k 

1906/05/18 An earthquake of 
central Afar. 

n r 

1951/1 4/11 Ea rthquake of mngnit ude 4 .. 70 in ntrol . fn r. 

1964/07/0 3 Ea rthquake in ello (Dessi e) with 0 no 
(Intensity M.M. V-VI). F1;8UrcS ins~: 
bui ldings in Dessie. TreMOrs ext n 
damage reported. 

1965/04/14 An earthquake of magoitud 

(11.10~, 39 . 50 E) . 

4 .3 ccurrro in 

"'-------
~~ilOd -;~:-: 

GeOPhysical 

-+h ke records 11 ct cateloffue of ea~~ quo 1 
Observatory at Addis Abobo (no tit , n 

••• . ~ 1 

f 

rd 
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1969/ 03/ 29 Ea rthquake of magnitud e 6 . 2 in Sord (11 . 7 " :1 .1 
Town completel y destroyed . Out of 420 pc pI 
their lives and 167 wer e injured wit i n n inut 
shock, a further 15 died later of injuri s . 

1971/11/13 An eorthquake of magnitude 5. 3 (Intens it y I . I. IV",,' ) 
felt over most of centro l Ethiopia, ospeci a11y a r u 
Dessie. 

1972/08/18- An eo r thqunke of r.mgnitude 1e99 thon 4. 0 0 cur 
19 the escarpment of norther n Wello (Guf Gut Cro 

or I 

n) • 

1973/ 04/ 0 3 Felt over central Afa r , noce1y Dubti, 
a nd Serdo . 

10 , .!1 11 

1974/ 1 2/17- In Komb01 cha (11. 07DN, 39 . 70 E) Dnd Dossi 
18 of magnitude ranging from 2. 9 - 4 . 0 

People run out of thei r houses, Dnd n 

From t hese records and other st udies on soisni 
country, Dessie area and centrol Afa r havo e hi 
sei smi c hazards . The major towns at risk Dnd whi I n 
oea sures within the region can be easi l y identi f i od . 
of t his poper, we shall p r esent towns locntod wit h! 
contour VII (MM) . 

Towns at risk with Dore than 2, 000 inhnbl 

(Pop . 1970 Eth . C. ,2)% stone houses arou nd 

1) Towns within I ntensitY Contour VII 

Towns ApProX. P E' 
a) A1amata 0,00 

b ) Beti 10 , 0 

c) Hoik 5, 

d ) Kobo 1 , 000 

e) Korem 
7, 000 

f ) Wo l din 
16,000 

g) Wucho l e 
4 , ( x) 

-----------------
Tho list is not cOl'lp1eta. Thera noy n 

3 

o 

o 

a OVa 2,000 within the intensity cont urs, 
~ 9119110r towns should pe rhapS c included. , 

P pulntion fi gures arG bc80d on rocent c unt r. 
rkod (x) ore from CSO stntisticnl s tro ct f1 ru 

3) UPdated b approxir.lately 5 onnuolly. 1n 
Info hold s lidn , rmotion on percentage of house 
o tai . in Et l i opl ned fron Survey of MnJor Towns \' r 
BUllotin No . 1, Dec. 1960 . The fi ~ur 9 or 
and their va l idit y of today mey bo qu sti n 
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2) Towns wi t h in I ntensit y 

a) As sayta 
b) Dessie 
c) KOl!lbol cha 
d) 111le 

3) Towns within I ntensity 

0) Loggio 
b) Serdo 

2) Flood 

.. 52 -

Contour VIn 

4,OOO(x) 
5C, OOO 

7,OOO(x) 

Contour IX 

ot . 1 7 

no . i t . 
. 2 
1 

o. l r f . 

no . i nt. 
no . l n 1 . 

The lowl and part of Wello is foat ured by t h 
neunde r s l azily into t he chai n of l okes 1n t hat 
region . In t his part of it s f inol cou r RO 1 t hOG 0 

naj or t r ibuta ries f rom the highlands - lill on 
seasona l tributaries f roQ t he South- East 111 hl ond . 

nunl r of 
,.1,. - n , 

-----------

natural t o have seasonal flooding In th 
majo r rivers . The l evel of the ri v r 1s 
the ra in in the highland. In t his r 
by the pe storall&ts - in this coso th 
per i od s created additional grazi ng Dr os 
t he ad ja cent pla ins. On t ho bos i s of t h 
t he y had bee n able to wotor t hoir postu r 
ti r.le f r om t he flood zone . Howove r , it h 
commercial agriculture, their systoMoti c 
l ea st the s ea sonal rivor bonk ovor f l oa' ho 

The a reas that experienced fl ood b f or 1 

e ) Around Mugad i n 1947 (1955 G. C. ) - 3 h u 
b) Dessie Tow n i n 1952 ( 1960 G. C. ) - 0 

c) Ambassel Awra jo i n 1955 (1963 G. C. ) -
50 houses a nd ha rves t dest royed, 

d ) Sekoto Town i n 1965 (1973 G. C. ) -
inj ured , 3 hoods of cot tl k i n 
a nd all the propert y i n i t wor c n 

0 ) Royonn Kobo Awroj a 1n 1964 (1 972 G. 
f) Wog Aw rojn In 1965 (1973 G. C. ) -

out of use . 

--------
t or furth e r d i s cuss i on rofor to - La r s B n 
s ~ orth- Ea stern Lowlands of Ethiopia", in t h ~!!.u:..;rn:;;o:;:.;l:"rrl ~;:::.::...::;...;...:.~...;;..;..~= 
~, 1 2 3 (1974) PP 4 23- il 39 and Ash naU I . , ;..;Fl:;.;:O~....;:..:.';;';";';;:""';;~ 
VUl ' .' " 01 ~ornbil ity in Di f f e rent Rogi ons of Et hi op1 0 , . 

~ c!0nn i ne Progronne , Relief and Rohab1 11tot 1 n C 1 
oPhysica l Observatory "Yot of tro AdOC'w h t hl 

lSast ' PP ' 3- 71 ors i n Et hiopia), Tikr:lt 1971 Eth. C. , • • . 
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The flood disostors rop rt ail r 1 J 

fo r the f l oods of 1 6C ( 1 7C G .. ) 
30 cott les, nnd of 196 (1 77 . C. ) h l 
worth about 1500 Birr, floodod 0 ssi on 
be attributed to tho ~isuso - c '. r eiol1 . 
Valley . 1) 

After the commercicli zotion 0 th 
documented flood is in Du ti 1966 
The Eth iopian ned Cross in it s S rv 
that up to 3,000 peoplo we ro cn ul 
were destroyed. Relicf ossistonc 
food, clothing and medicines w r 
tion Institute gives on orieinol 
of the flood - pre-flood reloos 
pla r.ta.tions. 

"It was r eport ed y the flood vi tins I II 
2, 000-3, 000 cattle wer o wash d owoy nn 
people missing (ther wos not on 
on this report). Tho t om would 
con cern about inproper oct f Du 
reparding t he deliberot nov 
the s ttlenont (v i lloe s) 0 

infornine them or noving th n 
oreas."2) 

Around the same period, UNDP/ F.O 
management in the VOIIO~/dicot 5 

een severa l f lesh- f loods du ri nG 
Settlement Form (identified os 
on three occasions fro~ u rust 

liThe f lood a t. ugtlst 
at the Tendoho Pl c[t,tion 
stotion of 6 . 5 m, nnd di 
dnys .---­
On the 22nd 1arc 197 th 
on the Du ti gaueo, 
inunda ting tho sottl m 
When the floodin g of ul.,'us 
reached 0 height of 6 . C5n , n 

ugust and r croo.in at on ov ro . 
____ 6 . 40m , fo r ton days .3) 

) ---------------
h Ll "Emer ency Activity in th t \iOS J" 

report by on hiopion ·utri io 
el10 from 17- 7- 6G to 20- 7- 66 Stl . C . 

. BOker, 'Addi tionnl En gin rin In t r 
Ii aSh oUey", UNDP/FAO/Erll . 72/006 . I n! mtll T 

tuary 1975, P.3C. 
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The lotest report of floodin g in h 
(1979 G . C.) .~ver 2500 people w r 
ond over 200 cattles woshed away in 
Gob i, Dehinle Fera, HUfigi Dnd (J{)l 
Assayta. 1 ) . 

3) Epidemics 

The impact of epidemics on the 10S8 of 11 
liquidation of an active and potential pr 
force creates or aggravates famine. Mo t oft 
precede or fol low-up a famine . Whon 
a favou rable terroin for the thrivin 
hunger-weakened population, its consoqu n 
devastating . Chronically hungry-po pI , 
pregnant and nursing mothers, oro th 1r 
victims because "they hove for 1es8 r 
and a r e for more susceptiblo to inV08 
proliferate in the poor countrios." 2) 
starved people who serve as vQctors (al rrl r e ) 
inadequate hygiene and sanitation contr1 ut t 
and intensity of the epidemiCS. 

Smallpox had been serious in tho lo st 
Pearce it was the most destructiv coop101n 
lo nd . 3) Pearce as quoted by PDnkhurst, 
and all the places in Amborn, Ti r , En or 
districts of Semion, Lasto, Bogo~1 r on G n 
the sma llpox outbroak in 1811-1 2. Fu rt h r 
devasta ting consequences" 

"The sma llpox at t his t100 
the country , that 011 thou hts 
the mnlady Incroosed it b COr.! 

smallpox, and in groot mony t 

l ost 011 their chil ron on 
who hod not had the disOO9 

Duri ng the l atter yea r s 
anot her outbreak was reported . 
Wos lIlDking "fearful rovo es" ~ '1 ond 

__ " t housands" were carr1ed ff 1n th 

0 1 

----------------
R liof and Rehohilitati n Comn1ss i on, "At A •• yta Blul' '1 
Doon <> o" i " 1 " 1ozio 6 1 11 Z. C. ~ u n Yezareyetu Etbiop 0 , , 

) Susan George , Ibid ., P.31 
:) I> nkburst, Ibid., P . 623 

Loc. ctt 
Loc . ctt ' 
Loa; Cit: 

r 
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G ncral condit ion i n th nort h r n pr \ '10 

a s r e port by COur on is: ,.. "1 h ' 1' 

sma llpox 8cn r s nnd t hat th C1 rtol1ly c 
hi Gh: 50% in the coso of child od 

Sma llpox outbreek wos occonpo ni 
in the Grea t Ethiopian Fooin 
on sma llpox outbreak since th 
o.vailab l e; but British reports 1n 1 
contri b uted to 0 hi eh death rot 
in 1 899 -1900. 2) I n the second d 
Italian physican , Dr. Briolli roport 
was f requently nttocked in 1913. 3) 

Cholera is more associated wit h fonin 
high in mi litary ~ps and other c nt 0 

concentration where inadoquo to hy i n on I 
In 1 834 Kirk noted that the cholera pld 
first on the Wello f rontiers nnd spr 0 

marked by vomiting , pur inB and sposna, 
r e s ulting in 24 hours. 4) The epid Mi s 
accompanied by far.tine r esulted in 
as quoted by Pankhurst, indicot 
" considerably thinned" the populn i n 

The next ollttl'oak which fi rst app or 
Mc- ssawa spread to most ports of t h c un 
Munzinger the outbreal{ of 1065- G6 ood 
nmong the Danaldls. 6) This outb ok hn 
T wod ros' s ceop in l u66 . 

Duri ng the fal:line of 1 89 - 02 th 
be i mported from rtoccn y 
by the fa mine conditions. 
' Ya Nefas Beshto' (Diseos 
nortali t y eve rywhere. The 
be onl y in Wello in 190G. 

Acother fata l epidemic is t yphus , 
available but r eports indicnt that.11 
outbreak in Tewodros' COMpo Pr 
t hat Gebre Selassi , ton 11 I,.. 

"Duri ne thot period 0 

fo llowed your trails 
the countryside many 

mourner said: your war d rUM 
deo.thj the doparted n or r turn ~) 

........... _-- ... _-­---------
wa i t f or you" . "Tra nslation urs) • 

:) 
I 1 " p . 624 i 1 " P. 6 25 
oc . cit. 

Loc . cit 
Loc cit . 

c . cit . 

R ' To S 01 as s1 e , '!:TQa.!r11~ka~1;Z~oE01l!Q!!n~ZE.a~Dll!:!.gt1D~~W~i~~~p. 
Ol en of 1ini1ik II), Addis bobo, 1950 

( 111 
1. . , , , 
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In 1889-91 it succunbed t ho a1roody hun' r-w ok n 
in most parts of t he country, 

Cott le plague occasionally brook ut k! 111ne 
livestock. Thus deprivins the poasant f r n 
prod uction - the plough" oxen. Tho r o ul ar ut 
p l agues has l!l6de the restockine of th l1v stock 
itasent 8 difficult task. Two onjor out r oks 9 

vello were the plagues of 1879 and 10 0- 92. I 
1801 wns presumably caused by tho 9O r ious out r 
plague which hod spread fron the Adol country i n 
destroyed completely the cottle 1n SOt:l() 0 06 . 1) 
outbreak which accounted for on innens ltv 
(Capric! €8timated that 90% of tho cott1 
Skinner believed that not naro thon or 
started in the north and moved southwards. 
Laona in his recollection of the conditions 

"Wi thin three days all tho cot t l e in t h 
paralysed, refused to groze and d1 
spread to Tigre, and during tho mins 
(i.e, between July and Soptenber) 8W 

northern provinces, trovell!n Y wa y 
" 3) end Lasts to GOjOD ••.• 

A decade later, anot her British 
the inforcntion he got froD tho 
l ess than ten days he hod lost 56 out of 

i oin t " r 011 hi s cows, the only BUrv vors 
ond some colves~.4) 

Sioilor outbrooks ClOy have boon experi n 1n 
However it hDs been reported thot i n th 11 r 
this ce~tury (1905-1906) ctlttlo disotlS "0 nd rlie t n 
parts of the country.5) 

4) FaCline 

d uocntoti 11 on . The absence of a precisc oc 
and intensity of post faoinos hod torc l' 
~1ghlights of fnr:1ine experienco. H \ r, " 
to deal os far os poSSi bl e, t ros n htl f 

, t 1 ri nd 1 r )" 0 affect food production dlroc Y 0 

---------

r 

iChord Ponkhurst "Sone Factors DepressinG th 
Of Peasants in T~d1tlonnl Eth i opia ," :!.J2o~u!:rno~1~:!!-..!!.:~~;;:..;.:.;.;....~~-
01. IV, 0 . 2, Addi s Aboba, Ju l y 1966, P. 40 . 

I 1d o , P . 51 
I 1d., P.50 
I ld 0, P. 51 

l d 0, p. 60 . 

11 , 

r 
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is:r~8irf8Cilitot on oosy 
encty producin fecto r s, 
~ilitnry activities hov 
occurrod, opidoDics rok 
pests hovo in Dost cosos Oxpo r 1on 
dependine on tho stato of pr par 
the di saster cousine factors. In 
present briefly tho history of 10 in 1n 
three different periods: pro-1900, 1900 
the present. 

0) Pre-1900 

According to Pankhurst, 26 nojor lonln 
for the period 1540-1 000 . FrOr.J 1 
may be cited of which tho Groo 
distinctly obovo tho othors. On noy c 
that Wello hod experienced wholl y or 
fotlines cited. "0 sholl briefl cit 
experiences durine the lost contury, 
lost twq decodes of tho century. 

One of the earliest 19th con ury 
1835 which was followed by dovosto In . 
Wello region, particularly Lo sto,ho 8uf 
because the famino hod boon occomponl 
of chole~. Again thoro WIlS 0 ton1n 
was preceed~ by tho outbr ok ot 
the Ada l (Afar) area. 

The next major f ortine which rovn 
Wello was the Great Foc ino of 1000-1 
~Kifu K~o (Tho Evil Oay). Th l s ofo n1n 
all innce with drought, outhrook 1 
epldemics. Tho dnneor to fo llow h1 
clearly stated by Antonolli : 

"In so inprovidont a country, 
consUClOd evan otore th a 
to foretoll the h~rrlblo oons~~u n 
will be cond~ whon throueh l ock 
flelds ~nnot for sovernl Tees n 
worked, 't) 

Mlchnel APDffnwi , D Protestnn Mi sl onar>', 
Pankhurst, descri bos tho torri 10 c n itl 
vailed in the ragion : 

"FODin~ h~s sprood over 
Abyssiniq, ond evoryono 
11fe, The misery is 1n 

"'-- i t unhoord of h 1 -..,____ r sen 0 

th .. ho~ 1 
th1nks on l y 
CBcri 1. 

" 2) hts ••• , 

, Pnnkhur;--Ib --id--- P ". 
lbl l', I, ,v",! 

d" P,56 
,. , 

ln 
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Besidos th 
was worsen y t it 
1 0 9 nppears to hav 
in 1 890 d r y woet h r 
the country.1) So . 
quoted y C. • Wood 
o failure of wi nt 
mnny peopl o . 2) 

b ) 1 900 - 1950 3) 

L sence of info~ti n n foni n 
period also doosn't foci11to 
the topic . J st like th p~.~n'·~ 
fo mine should e infer r od i r 
econo~ic situations of th 
indicetinfj the spo 1fic roei n 
in tho count r y 1n 1909 - 1912 , 1 
the Italion ocoupoti (1 ) 1937, 1 
(::111 da ted in t he Ethiopion 1 
that at lenst some ports f th 
these famines. 

The early part of thi 
one due to t he inpoct 
of Adwo I G95-6 ( G . C .~ 
the locust r avf) fjOS ond cot 1 
cottle pest was enden i c in n D 
norther n provincos ( inclu in ' 
A ccording to Cr ouz t, 
one could agoin soo cr 
s ke l etons" . 5) Wood ond 
s eve r e drought i n 1913-1 
including Et hiopia . 6) 
another sevor fonino in 
The situa tion durinu th 
to be one of chronic f 
in sot:le coses • .... _--------------

1) 11. , P . 52 

C. I . WOOd on R. Lovett, "Sol a r Cycl e In flll n 
ond roughtg", Geophysicel Obsorvo or , 
ver sion of 0 paper originally pu lishod 
alcal:< spocified otherwise, 011 th dot 

1n t his section of t ho papor. Th Et lt 1 pi on 
on ~.ths beh ind tho Gr e orion Cd nd r ( 
E h1oPion Cn l ondar to the Gregorion Cnl ndor 
G or:i.on Ca l enda r for the period ert n 1n . f 
22123, ond odd B YOOTS for the pori f m T ' 
ROlicf 00 Rehabi l itation Commission, 

.., 59 

~ aba, Yokatit 1969 . 
n urst It! P 60 o _ I ~, . 

I ~ ~ and Lovet t, I bid .. , p. 27 
n hurst , I bid., P.SO. 



c'r ' .. 

I:) 

: : I y'(, "' • • rJf) l~ t }, J":n fl.- ,'. :/ \r"', ]t?~.o..rr L,t~~ --a}i~~ i:~'Da 

,,..:.. J r "tb i f ,n ' ',ijr - '," h } ::9 \", r :~)q:l:rf" .1i if, 'lI: 
~'-1.. 

I,.HJ , ' r' '.' . ., 

'.no f :/ ,nr' ::t't, ~~i tJ J~. ti l._ . . u r;(-) ... ·' '~"! .fj (j\~ : 1 (:J~ 
"10 ~'iV t l:~r F . :;. -:r:.!'fHiO:) ad:) 

\ ' ';')"1"1) I .; ·! bpG I")(~JJ.- ·I _, \ .!',:- .~ ~ iJfJ "f(I" :) 

.~ t;t'"J"':~ !J (f") '-.. ~/ :: "i . ~ {"I n" ~ plj:[~ i G 

: J 'I', , . 

.., if·j , ;;i;;,: r~,t: " .. ', , '.1.' ')":) 

" .:"j' ", 1.; 'r ' 'j~ ·I0 .~-!1 J: .fe· :~tlli~\:'f ;~ [lJ " :J:' 

" .. J -
O;'~J',"".~ ' ;: J I~ " ' r. 
tC· '·l!; ~).i')I;1:) .1 .. t · 

f 

8'" '. :- ' ~ '.': ; j (I ' .! ~.r :\.'7\ .~') {1 T 
i.; nr;. 1.[ ~)_rJ l"\ : :r; ' o, C'" 

, . ' / , :C' L ,:'·',f , " f 
J r' ,', r r t .., ~ ,' ;3 ::";::';'''''1 .f;;)r,rJl.)"[ ',' :, 

-nn .h i'~:\; ~'r:r'i ·li.~O~.: ,:f:tt )~) 
:' ; , r 

? H, ,--; j ");;.: 

) (>-([1 't')':O; : 

,~ ~ •. l:';I ,I' iri. 

. ?~? ,,- • 

"J 'I r;Ic 2 " t JJ ~ r 

ri 
o 

~ pj 



••• 

c) 1 950 - 19 70 

The pertod ~rorn 19so-uno l. aha . --..n...",., 
shortages ond f amine in Wollo. It 
Wello experienood one of t ho worat 
probobly eXceeding or equal t o th G 
of 1089-92 (G.C.). However, it ah u l d 
t he whole reeioD or POrt8 of it hoy n 
fa mine situotion. Tho 1964- 65 t omi n 
r e sult of the situation. Thi a mey bo 
t he followine briof outline of toa l no 

,.-. 

i) The Unpublicizod ond Undocuaon t cd rao l n 

Unlike the fomiDC of 1950- !a l n Tl(:rn l , t 
of Wello during thi s f omine i s not OCU nt 
the experience of Tierol, 1949 a:'l" 1950 he n a 
dry yeor. In most coaoa th foa i n of 1 5O-~ 1 1n 
T1grai had been dupllcoted ln woll0. 
probably why Richard Greenfiel d na r k t t" t 

leost 100,000 peoplo died in Ti 1'0 and 110 
1958-59 (G.C.)".1) Moreovor , tho I nqu iry C 
eat up to invest1gate into tho 110 r~ln , 
poll ticsJ conoption and economl c ol meno' nt 
hints that" •••• drought hit c rtcl n a • ( rt 1 ulft r ly 
Wallo) os eorly as 1051, ••• " 2) 

i1) Another Round of Drought - Paml n t 1957-50 
There wos an absenco .nd ahorto 0 of roin du rl nr. 1 ~7 . 

The failure of the '8elg ' and ' 0 r' ralna 1n t h 
region triggered off a faDine . From th 12. no •• 
in the Administrotive R Ion wi th t ox ptl n f 
four awrnjas - Were Ilu, Wod l 0 l on t o, Do no and 
Awsa - 011 gel'O victimized. Tho .. rtt alf ct 
Wog ond Lesh with at loost 50 , 000 d . 3) 

Leste Awrnjo wos one of t he tw WOrt 
end the first report COlli() f l'OCl BUgN! 

The report indicotod the lntena l ty of t \ to~l n 
.... "h hi " (t people hove boon forc~ to eat ua. 

Further reports indicato t ha t 4 pI 
1 1 ~) storving cnd neod i noed iote 1'0 I y . 

governor was ordered t o collect th l y t 
copitol of the province but d l n't 
ond consequently tho groi n allo t 

___ in the storo. 5) 
) ------------

~1c.htll'd Greenfield , Ibid., p.321 
1) Detoil s on Drought Made Public," Ethiopian Horald, Au. at , 
~o Inquiry Commission Mode Public It. Find i n 8 on th Woll0 

<) and It a Effe cts" Addis Zemen MeNl8sie 21, 1966 eE. C. ) 
InqUiry Cor!ltli8s1~n, "The Dro~ht in Wello and t he Fo.o.1no tt-:ot roll 
Tlkll1rt 1960, P.4. This is 8 139 poees report i n f.Qtus rt f h 
at the Inquiry Comcdssion torced . omotioo in F rua ry 1974 (C. • 
11lvOSticote into the .uses and effect of t he fDa.ln ond 
with th I) 1.0 e emphasis on the Wello FQDlne. 

c. Cit. 
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In t ho 0 h r 0 

of 1950, 100 q 
S wor d 
turo l S :lS n. 
p opl wor 

In m st 0 tM 

drou ht and 
end of 1057. 
prop rl y mot on 

reports indicatod many 
s olution to tho food 8t 

a reduced pric 
not wi11ine to buy tho 
tho purchnsin p w r. 
Hi oono coul d not off 
pri ce, 1500 qui n ol s (1 quin 01 -
to e dociton or 1 0 k s . ) ! 
ollocotcd for free distrl 

I n Ka1u 
fo r 30, 
reduced 

Th r 11 f 
th 
but not to 
10\\'10n s . 

In 1958 i n 
com frOM ,10nota , r 
exchance 100 Qt . o f 

a nn Lostn ot KO 

in 1950 legobi t, 
sor gh um was all cot 
(Afor) peopl e 1n til 

...... -----------------------

. 5 

P. 7 
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o 
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Th wcoth r su . 
1963 I kront. I 

tho wholo of 
Roynno /{o 
belo\\' tho 

Tho s urv of 
1 965 hos olso 
in Rnyono Kob 
po rt of Lesta 
other owrnjos w1 
producing orl 
destroyod . 2) 

the r eosons t 
t he C onerc101izo 1 
brief dis ussion on 
of tho wosh Voll 

"Wit 
s no 

r ol otiv 
to which th 
BTIlzine liv 

oloost 
fo r oro 

li feli no when t h r 

~------------------l) 

2) 
3) 

Plannin g and Pr ogroDoing Oeporto n 
"neport of the Crop Condit i on Surv 
Harvest , " Sene 1966 E. C. PP. XJO.VI-X:: 
Inquiry CO~ission, lid, p.37 
BOndesto m, I bid., PP. 4 20-4 29 . 
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3) 
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t 
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of 
10n 
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r is Z ~ n ehass i o 21 , 19G6 .c. 
Loe . cit ' 
to ul r y ~O~lSS i on, l id ., p . 6C . 
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