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F '" R W A R D 

Thi s manua l i s issued primarily f or he. use of the compiling taff 

of the Customs Head Office . I t may a l 0 be ound useful y the users 

of t he Ethiopian Trade Statisti c s a s it indi c t e s he s ystems adopted 

and the limi t a tions und r which da t a can be u i Ii ed for a sc er t a ining 

the tr end of Ethiopi a n for ei gn tra de from time 0 t i me . 

The ma nua l i . compil ed on the bas i s of exper i enc e g ined during 

1962 and 1963 and i s subj ec t to r evi ew in 1965 by whi ch time Ethiopia 

hop es to have i ts own meCfuanica l unit f or da ta processing a nd i t wi ll 

then be possibl e to have a l arger numl er of cross t abulati vns . At 

present punching a nd t abul a t i on a r e done thro .... gh the cour t e sy of the 

mechani cal unit of the U. N. Economic Commi ssion f or Africa . This manual 

do e s not therefore include deta il ed i nstruct i ons fo r the mecha ni cal 

data process ing staff of that ~unit . 

We would like to r ecord here that the U. N. expert Mr . B. Si taraman , 

who supervi sed the Ethiopian Trade St~ tistics proc edure per sonal l y over 

the pas t two years , ass i s t ed us act ively durin the prepar a tion of t hi~ 

manual. 

The compiling a nd codi n sta ff ar e instruct ed to tudy t he manua l 

oareful ly and fo ll ow the prescr i bed procedur e i n detail . All ca ses of 

doub t mus t be hrought to the a ttent ion of the ch i e f of the Di vi s i on fo~ 

examination , who .,il l consul t the undersi gned fo r f i nal decision . Al l 

new dec i s i ons accumula t ed durin~ the next year wi ll ha ve to be r ecorded 

carefully and made ava ilable at the time of r ev i ewi ng t h i s manua l . 

The da ta of our Trade St a tistics pu~ li she d i n acAordance .vi th the 

ECTC have had pr aise from the users , und I earne s t l y urge al l the coder s 

a nd veri fi ers to do their utmost in their future t a sk , whi ch is a 

c ontributary factor t o the economi c ana l ysis of our country ' s t r ade , 

AKLILU RETE ~URIAM 

DI RECT&R GJ.:J1-J""ERAL 



INTHODUCTION 

External Trade Sta ti tics of Ethiopia are compiled at the Customo 

Head Office, Ministry of Fianance of the Imperial Ethiopian Goyernment. 

The pr imary ddcument i s the Customs Declara t i on form supported by the 

Exchange Permit of the State Bank of Ethiopia and the invoic es and other 

documents produced by the trade r for the purpose of Customs clearance . 

The Sta ti st i cs Divi s ion of the Customs Head Office compri ses a 

Director General in charge of statistics and other matter s , a chief of 

-t"he . D~" vi ion at the level of Vice Director of Customs , supervisors , 

verifiers, coding and compiling staff . The powers a~:.G_dutie s of the Hea~. 

of the Statistics Division were r evi ewed and se t out in detail b~ the 

Customs Reorganisati on Committee and are indi0a ted in Appendix .• Y t o 

this manual. These duti es include in particular compilation of detailed 

foreign trade stati s tios for the Empire of Ethiopia as we~. l as revenue 

a nd other statistics re~uired by the Customs Admini s trat ion . The respon­

sibility for foreign trade statistics oomprises t he collection of the 

declarations from all the oustoms offi ces everJ month, compilation of the 

Daily Trade Return, coding, t abulati on and publicat i on of data ~uarterly 

and anually. Proc essing of ~ata mechani cally will however be handl ed 

outside t he Customs by the unit es tabli shed at the E.C.A~ for the present, 

and later at the unit to be establiahe i ~y the Central Stati s tical Offce . 

In order to facilitate customs olearance procedure, different forms 

are prescribed suiting the nature of transac tions involved. There are 

broadly six categories of declaration forms and these are indicated in 

Appendix •• I. For purposesof forei gn trade statistics, the main t ypes 

of transactions included are commeroial and Government transactions involv­

ing foreign exchange informati on, and other types of transactions suph 

as diplomatio goods and passenger personal effeots may be compiled for 

departmental use, though not included in t he total value of imports, exports 

or re-exporta. 

. . / / .. 
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s Y S T E 1\1 

Territory: -

The ext ernal trade stat i s t i cs r efer to goods cl eared through all 

Cus toms ports , sta tions , airports and pos t ffices of the Ethiopiaru ._. ' r 

Empire. 

General Tr ade : -

The ext ernal trade s t a tistios of Ethi opia are compil ed on the basis 

of the general trade syst em, i. e . goods which ar e inte nded for dome sti~ 

consumption Or f or r e- export ar e included under i mport ; expor ts include 

domestic me~~handise , and articl es of i mport which are export ed aft er 

.eing tran8fo~med , improved or r epaired ; r e- export s cons i s t of fo r ei gn 

merchandis e which l eaves the Empire in subs tantially the same s t a t e as 

wh e n it ent er ed. 

Classifi~ation;-

An efficial import / export list mas been compil ed by th e Cu stoms 

Head Of f i ce f or the us e of a ll t raders and Customs Of f i cers . In ~hi s 

publicatien go.dis a re clas s ified a ccording to what i s larDwn as Ethiopan 

Commodity Trade Clas s i f i cat ion (E . C. T. C.). This i s based on the St a ndard 

Int ernational Trade Cl&ssifi cation (Revi sed) prescribed by the Unit ed 

Nations Stati s tioal Commission. Import e ~mmodi ti es in the E. C. T. C. cons i s t 

of , digits and. export s 5 digi ts . Re- export s f ollow the import cla ssifica-

tion but information of re- exports is taeula t ed generally at three digit 

l ev e l. 

The various s tages of t he breakdown ar e Secti on, Division , Group , 

Sub-group, Item and Sue-item. The first di git r epr eset)-u 'sect i ons of 

.road economic ca t egori es . The groups ar e of t hree di gits and r epr esnt 

descriptions for whi ch data are most usually sought in int ernationa l 

e e mparisons of tra de stat i sti cs. Th e it ems r epr esenting 5 di gits is the 

final .reakdown in the int ernat ional classifica t ion. For Ethiopia , however, 

it ems are broke n down to su--items in order to provide for th e peculiariti es 

of nationa l imp~rt s a nd spec i a l need t o match with t ari ff descriptions • 

. . / / .. 
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Food items are covered in Section 0; and Beverages a nd To acco i n 

Sect ion 1. Non-ediDle crude ma t erials are covered in th e next Sect ion 2, 

Petroleum a nd mineral and vegetaDl e ils are included in eot ions 3 a nd 

~, a nd Sections 5 to ~ cover all manufactured items . Chemioals are in-

oluded in a separate sec ti on 5. Section ~ oontains al l manufactured items 

ide ntifiable Dy material such as wo od , paper, metal etc . but It ems involv-

ing a hi gh degree of manufacture a r e shown in Sections 7 and 8. For 

example , l eat,her goods and cotton cloth are shown in Section 6 whi l e foot -

wear a nd ready ma t e c lothes are included in Section 8. Section 9 shows 

all items not cover ed by earlier descriptions , and includes postal tran-

saotions, wild animals, special transac tions etc. Transaations in go ld 

are excluded fr rm trate statistics hUl t aD~late d s eparately . As for re­

exports, only items whioh r epeat regularly are to be shown at 5 or 6 digit 

l evel e.g. -.ga a cylinders, salt hags e t c; in other cases clas s ificat ion 

may be done at three digit (group) l evel only. 

Covelage:-

.A. Inclusions 

(1) All Government a nd non Government transacti ons. 

(2) Go ods financ~d by grants and l oans. 

(3) Postal trade. 

(4) Bunkers a nd ship ' s s tores . 

:8. Exclusitms 

(~) Temp~rary imports. 

(2) Gold. 

(3) Personal Effects of Passenger s . 

(4) Goods imported .y Diplomatio and 50nsular mis s i ons. 

l a luationg-

Exports a re va l ued F . O. B. a nd i mport s C.LF. at the customs fronti AT 

stations with the f.ll~wing exceptions : -

( 1): Exports 

Go~.s are val_ed F.O. B. at the Ethiopian Customs stat ion o~ 

clearanoe en t he Franco - Ethi~pian Railway, and hence exclude 

freight, insurance and 0ther charges from the l oading station 

up to t he border of Ethi~pia • 

. . / / .. 



(2) Import s 

C. LF . Dji'luti values will ,be acc.iipted. if 5:0 05b.own ~n . the 

declaration . Value figures in such cases do not include OJ .. 

transit charges, insuran~e a nd freight char ge s for railway 

carriage be tween Djibuti Port in Fren h Sornaltland and the 

frontier of Ethiopia . 

Country Classification: -

Imp. rts are classified according to the coutry of ori gi n and 

exports according to the oountry of final des tination to the extent 

ide ntifiable from records , a lthough in the case of the tral e through 

the entryport of Djibuti ant Aden , this e oannot a lways ov determined . 

~he code numbers and the nomencla ture follow mainly the olassifica­

tion reoommende t by the Unite~ Nations Statistical Commis s i on . 

Quantity: -

Quantity figures ar e shown in net weight expr~ s se~ in kilogrammes . 

Quantity data for import oommoditi es are shown only t o t he extent repprted 

from the Customs s tation of import • 

. . / / .. 
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FFICE 

Declarations will ~ e r eceived in t he St i stic Divi i on dire tly 

from loca l stations and the archives . The covering l e t er i gi ven in 

M,del No . 58 and ind~cateB all customs cl eared dec l ara tion . These will e 

distributed t o the coders according to the stati ns allocated to them . 

Aft er use by coders and verifi ers, the dec l arat i ons fo r imports will e 

pas s ed to the control sect ion aga ins t the signature of our authoris ed 

pereon from that section . Export declarat ions will be s ent to the 

store against r ece i pt of the store-keeper . 

The list s of declar a tions transmi tt ed f r om each major sta t i on wi ll 

be checked by the distributing c l erk and mi s ing numbers brought to t he 

notice of the Chi ef of Divi s ion for the issuing of r eminder B by post or by 

phone . A li s t of s t at i ons wi ll be mainta ined by the ~ivi s ion, h0wi n t h 

coders ~nd verifiers alloceted t o dea l wit h a ch ' s t a ti on'R docum~nt • Th e ' e 

p~rB~na are a leo responsibl e fo r hringi ng to the noti ce of the Chi ef the 

mis sing returns of the month . 

Sorting:- 1 ecla r at ions will be sort ed into the f l lowing groups : -

Group I . 

a) 

b) 

c ) 

d) 

Commercia l Decl ar at i ons Mode l 88/81 

Government Declaratio~ 

Private conc e s ~i onari es 

~ - Mode l 37A 
) 

Green Decl a r ations (Model 37 ) mostly used by the 

Post Offi ce, Airport Customs a nd some hy other ., 

customs stations . 

Group II. 

a) All other Gr een dec lara tions giving dut i abl e personal 

effects or art icles of small value without invoices . 

r.) Di pl omat ic Decla r at ions (Mode l 109 ) 

c) Airport r eceipt (Mode l 261 ) f or passenager' s dutian l e 

goods, Group II declar at i ons are not to be included 

in the publica t i ons , but a r e to e mainta ined in summary 

form fo r ~epartmental uee . 

The Oommeroial declarations will be sorted according to dates . The 

Re-Export decla r ation wi ll be treated by the cod ' r f rom the na:bure of 

commodities declared . 

.. / / .. 



DAILY TRADE HE UR 

,T. facil i t ate proc e ~ s i ng of dat a , informa i on om t o oms 

Declarations and suppor ting invoi ces wi ll be summar ised a n en ered in 

the Daily Trade Return . For speci men co y see Appen i x . . I . 

Filling in of t hese r et urns i s one 0 he main t a sks of he Cus t om 

St a tis t ics Unit . The work i s of a skill ed na ture and s t an ard instrll.l.c't i ans 

ar e to be followed by all the staf f and ~ll entri es are to be veri fied ; 

other wi s e fn-ther pr ocess i ng wi ll not l ead to m:eanin ful to ta l fo 

fo r e ign trade fo r any month , sta tion , c mmodity or coun y . 

The D. T.R . will be handled by three persons , namely the coder , t he 

. v erfier and the super vi sor befor e it is °ent fo machine proc eosing . 

The coding a s s istant is r espon ible for all entri e in the Dai ly 

Tra de Return. No dec l ar at i on wil l be omitt ed exc ept under the order of the 

s upervisor. In cases wher e quantity is i ven without value in the 

decla r at i on, t he va lue will be aRsessed . Wh er e, howeve~ the quantity i 

sma ll and no t like l y t o have a value hi gher tha n , say , 100 :- the declar a­

t ion c~nc erned may be omit ted . 

Another cas e wher e the declar at ion i s to be omitt ed is the salt 

dec l a r at ions f r om Assab refer r i ng to ~alt t ax co l l ected; t heR ar e not 

fore i gn trade and henc e are to be excluded , For pers onal effects and 

pa ssengers ' baggage , even i f they ar e dutiable , the value figure s wi l l 

not -'&8 , included wi t h comm er c i a l export s or import s , hut will be mai ntained 

separ a te l y . In t he ca se of decl ar a tions from mi nor stations r eceived 

v ery l a t e , these wi l l be included i n the months i n which re eive~ i nst ead 

of t he da t e on whi ch cus t oms cl earanc e has been made . 

Declar a tions will be distinguished separ a t ely into imports , exports 

a nd r e-export s f or pr eparing D. T. Rs . Separ at e D. T. R. fo lders ar e to b 

maint a i ned f or per s ona l effect s , Dt plomatic ods . pa~sengere bag a e etc . 

.. / / .. 
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Filling the Daily Tr ade Heut urns : - (Expor t 

Date:- ~ "~ e ent ered or trade The da t e on wh i ch duty is pal' ~ .,n ll 

purpose s i n the D. T. H. As fo r t he month , t t e co e num er f or 

the corresponding Europi an month ( Gr e or in Cal ndar ) is t o i 

used. The f irs t t~o digite give t he Ore orian .year and the 

next t wo digits the month. E.G. 631 stands f or ' ctober 1963 and 

covers all r eturns frem the 1st to 3 t h of Ti kmt 1956 . Appendi x I V 

shows the relationshi p be tween the Eth i opia n a nd Gr e or ian Cal endar 

months. The declarat i ons wi ll fir s t b ar. ang d according t o 
1 

the date and then according to declara t i on number . nly t he 

number ( excluding the year) will be enter d in column 1 of t he 

D.T.R., since the purpose of t he num. er i s mer ly to l ecate a 

declaration 1n cases of (l~ ttbt on the ent r i es . 

Import er/Export er :-

A full lis t ~f the tra i ers i s published by t he Customs with Code num-

b ers, These numb ers will be insert ed a f t er necessary verifi cation. 

Tariff Nurober:-

For exports thi\B column i s not usually entered . The number of it ems 

in the tariff for exports is barely a doz en and these are eas ily i den-

tifiable from commotity Trade Clas sifica tion . These items ar list ed i n 

the addendum. 

Commodity Classification:- , 
, 

For exports, this consists of five di gi ts only. The i tems are more 

hom.geneous than importo and f urther su.-divi s i on into eix di gits is not 

attempt ~l as the declar ations do not gi ve such t et a ils . 
I 

The cl ass i fica-

t io. nubb~rs are indica t ed in t he publicat ion on t he subjec t . The export 

items of a regular nature ar e all cever ed by t he f irs t 4 sections of 

E.C.T.C~ other tpan carpets: in group 657 and wild a nimals in group 941. 

It is therefore rec~mmended that it ems f ail ling i n s ec t i ons 5 to 9 be ol as­

s ifi ed up t~ 3 digits' fOnIy, since t he trade in t hem i s aamll and i!'llegUar . 

The classification scbeme i s explained ~l sewbere i n t he manual i n det a il 

for both imports and exports. 

. ./ / .. 
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Where there ar e several commoditi es , epa a e e s wi 

for each commodity. I~ however, the trade i n o modi y i 

a nd less than ~100, compared with t he main items , the 

be included in the misc ellaneous ca t egory a tio 

e mat e 

mall 

will 

T e 

procedure will also apply to i tems not sho,fn in t he olass ' c o. 0 or ",hieh 

eann~'~ be identified vii th any of t he li s ted i t ems . 

Country Code No : -

The li s t of countries adopted by t he c nfe r enc e of A i an a ti s-

ticians and the code number prescri bed will I e foll owed . These ar e sho",n 

a s Appendix •• 111. 

For exports, the country of final destinat i on wi l l I e giv n a s far 

as is possible to identify it. I n the case of cons i gnment c i ally t o 

] jib0.ti and Aden free Port , speci a l efforts mus t e made to trac the 

ult imate destination, especially th.se involvin large va lu 

Quantity:-

The net weight in kilos is to be ent ered . If thi is n t availahl e , 

gross weight is to be given as the next constitute , wi t h an en ry in the 

r emarks column. ~fuen nei ther is given , t he wei ght ",ill I e estimated f rom 

the number or ot her second Quantity given . Fractions wi ll I e r unded t . 

t h e neares t kilo~amm:e. , 

In addition to weight , t he second unit of Quantity for export s will 

ee giTen to the follGwing item~:-

In case of civet both kilos and ounces ar e 
o .e indica ed . 

Jewell ery of gold-" and s ilver i s t o be 6h ",n in 
am • 

. . / / .. 
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For items like naturalist coll ee i on 

tf va lue and hence ~nly value is r equired 

no ela io 

Va l-,.e:-
( 

F .D.B.VB1ue is required a s shown on the i nvoi ce , ca ie he 

nearest Ethi epian Dcllar . Cent s ar e r equired he 

nearest Ethiopian Dollar . If c i fl' . • • • '"fa ue l gl. ve he age rice 

estimated ,y the C. stoms on the front pa e of the clarati n may _e • ed . 

Usually the State Bank perimit and Inv,ice v l ue a ee . Fi r es in 

foreign currency given on the St ate Bank Export permit . Dm . 11 I e con­

verted into Ethiopian dollars at pari t y in ac ordance wi h h Ex han 

rate provided ,y the St a te Bank and mu t be u od for com a ing with t e 

Declaration value . The exchange r ate li s t will e 01 ined pe i o i a lly 
" 

from the Bank for the Division ' s us e . 

I' \ ~ 

For goods ~n consignment bas is a l so the f . o . \. valu i u ally 

given in the Bank permit~ 

Duty Column: -

The total duty collected i s t o be entered, I Ut whe e t h u Y is 

given together for several commodities, the duty figure i8 8 own a ainst 

the major transaction i . e . the highest va lue tran~action , whe eve it 

oannot- be broken into component entri es for each i t em . Du y figure 

are required to be shown in Ethiopian Dollar and cents . 

5. Filling the Daily Trade Return (Import) 

Tariff Code : 

A sepecial code is used , indicating t ariff it ems in three di it 
erial 

order. 
This number is to 1e used in all cases as a gene r al r le o 

When 

the tariff number is not given ~ the Customs on the de l a a ion , the 

, b '11 be allotted by t he Statistic Divi i on . 
approprlate num er Wl 

t arl
'ff No. 201, duty free agricul ural and in ustr i al 

F~r the items with 
en ' hi wi ll \ e . N 51/ ' 3 i !!l of en 

mac hinery, t he Investment Decree o . . 

marked as 261 for duty code number • 

. . 11 · . 
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Government ImpQrt s j-

Government imports ar e of two kinde - duty payin u y e • 

All duty free yellOW declarations for Gove r nment a e given du Y oods o . 

601 and do not contain the t ariff number . The uty 'aya, l e 

also marked ' 00 whenever identified as a Government Tran ao io in t he 

white form Model 88. 

Station Code: The coder must complet e t his and other oode num ere a nd 'iTill 

Value: -

Item:-

Value ~ -

not leave it to the verifi er as haa been the pr ot'oe . 

c.i.f. value as given in t he declar at ion and check 
with t he 

invoice will ne taken. The one per cent added . y Cu om i~ 

to be excluded. 

Where more than one commodity is given , the ma n it em i t o 

be classified, if t he second i t em is minvr in transa tion 

size. 

;e ~ven on th ~ i nvoic e, for imports , t he 
When f .•• b. value ~ D -

"11 be calculat et and enter ed on the decl a r at i on 
c • i. f. value Wl. { 

and the n. T. R. 

. . / / .. 
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VERIFI QA,TI ON 

e wi (I n compl etion of the daily trade r eturns, 

OTer and check every entry on the D,',T . R. agains he on inal 

the declaration form , ttj,S BUPPo,rting invoice from the 

foreign exchange permi t . 

i e , 

ake 

he 

In cases where ~uantity is no t given an at empt Ahoul a t e 

estimate from val ue da t a and unit v l ue obt a ine fro m ~m'la t 

When va lue data are nominal or not given, corr ti on aho l i : )0 made t 

give reasonably accurate f~es by usin standar unit lu a d he 

recorded ~uantity . 

The duty entry will excl ude war ehous e and 0 h r cha n wh' ch a 

not part of the CustomA tariff . 

One of the ma in responsibi l it i es of the veri f i r i o en e hat 

da t a are recorded uniformally by all coder~, e pec i ally the umbe 0 

Digits prescribed . This is an es sentia l prer e uisit e for ca 
punc . n 

a nd machine totalli ng and sorting. Such 
el ( w or 

ea oh de~cription~-

Station" 2 digits 

Import / ExpiRe- Export: Digit 

Year and montp : 4- Digit s e . g . 302 

5 " e . g . 12',653 ; 0 , 12 
Declara tion Number : 

4 " I'mport er jExport er 

3 " Tariff: 

Commodi ty E. C.T. c . Number 6 " 
3 " Country 
Whole numb er of ki l oe e : f act i o ~ 

Quantity 
should be correct e o he ea es t 

whole num er . 

Secon~ Unit Code : 
One di it 

Second Unit 

.. I I · · 
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Value Whole nwnr 

.ter. e hown 

E h . ; e n t 

oun e 0 t 

t he near e whol urn e • 

Duty Cent s ar e r e ui e 0 e e et. 

Where ",he otal u y i 

dollar only , tw :z r o houl 

be added a t e t he eo ' mal poi nt . 

In regard to Quantity, net wei ght in kilo s i re ui d fo 

transaction. In addition, the verifi er will ensure tha 

is given in the presoribed unit only fo r certain commo . 

Data on second units which are not pr escribed such a pac e 

should be deleted. 

e 

nti 

io 

t on c . 

Double checking is reQuired for commodity a nd country code wn t 

sure ., t.hcd . fiCtiti ous nurnberings have not crept in, r ea in ul i at 

the time of decoding in summary t ables at later stages 0 a t a 

Besides verification of entri es , da tes will he che ked om l et 

inclUSion )f all trqn~actions in a month a t the sta i on concern d . Th r e-

after monthly totals should be worked out for t otal value and d t oolumns 

and filled in a Monthly sta tement; fi gures ar e r eQui red s eparat ly or : 

-i) Commericial t r ansactions , 

ii) Government tra,1.e 

iii) Diplomatic goods and 

iV) Personal effects . 

tal lue 
These figure s provide the provisional advance figures for 

of Export~/Imports/Re-Exports for t he month . In add.it i on1 hey pr ovide t he 

only oheck: on the I"ompleteness of the subseQuent oper at ions of punchin 
a nd 

listing by the machine . 

The verifiers will then hand over t he sta t i on 

D of t
he StatistiCS }ivision together wi h 

.T . Rs . to the Chief 

ol-ier uo ta ' ning t he 

he onthly 

m rt 

s~atement 'of station value totalS. 
As for the de l a a 

to the cont r ol Division of he 
will- ~e transfered han , ' 11 

. The export declar ations on 
1nspection operations . 

he ,.. he e 

sent direct to the Store-Keeper for sa f e cu to y . 

n-
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TEST CHECKING AND nrSPATCH OF RETURN 

The Chief of Statistics Sec t ion will ch ck he f a 

consistency of stat ion totals for ea"ch sta tion Hi 

periods and also check on :the over-all for t he mon h a 

Monthly totals for duty are also available from 

records ebtained directly from t be stat ions onc e a month . 

will provide a rough indication whether all the duty pai ons fo 

the s tations conoerned ~ are included or not in the tra e 

the month . 

The Chief of the Division will also further he k be 10 

in the D. T. Rs. , and ensure that dat a are properl y pres ent ed. f o pur 

of punching in the form of ten folders f or import , t en a 8 an 

one for re-exports; with a covering l ett er f r om the ire t ~ (1 ne ] " he 

r e turns will be handea over to the Macbanical ) ata Pr oe 8i U i E. C.A. 

Sectt) . 

D.T . Rs . of major stati ons will be given i n separ a t e 
n mi no 

st a tions kept together on on~ folder . A standart number of t en fo lders 

for imports, ten for exports and one for r e- exports is to r maintained , 

to f acilitate the easy distribution of work among t he puncbin et af an 

to facilitate the traeing of missing folder s in their movement o etween 

the punchers anc verifiers and between t he Mechanical Unit and be 
t om s . 

In the earlier years (19f211963) a l ar ge number of fo l ders we e 
ed a t 

the r a te of one for ea ch station (major or minor) , and t hi ha s en 

r esulte d in the mixing up of the r eturns . etween exports and i mp r s , and 

in repeti ti ve punchPllIlg • 

../ / .. 
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CHECKING OF THE LISTING tF THE MECHANI CAL UNIT 

The Chief of Sta tistics Division will r eceive every mon h fro e 

Mechanical Unit a complete listing of all transac tions , a ter 

s orting. ~n reoeipt,the list will be page numbere~ to ensure he soqu e 

of card entries to be checked, and distribut ed to stati stical A f or 

line ~y line checking. Punching and . r~~rOd.c t i on mi st akes mus t ,e l o. a t e 

with grea t care. Transposition of figures in t he commodi t y and co nt ry 

oode numbers is one of the common types of mi s t ake . Somet imes extr zer o 

are punched, completely vitiating the figures f r m t housands t mil l ions . 

A cross check on t he punching aMd listing oper ation i s provi~el ) y t he 

total figure given at the end df entries for each s t at i on, thi s et of l 

figu-es obtained hy the Statistics Diyision .n the Monthly t a t ement , wi t h 
, 

the help of the desk calculators. This tallying ensures that all the 

tra ns actions are punched and included in t he l isting. 

The corrections will then he forwarded t o the Me hani a l Uni ' , who , 

a fter incorporation, will provide a second to t a l fo r t allying wi t h th 

I The fl.' rst listing provides i n numerical sequenc e Monthly Statement tota • 

a nd in a legible form a typed copy of all t he f or ei gn t r ade t r ansact i ons 

for the month concerned. This record ~~ould I e pr eserved at leas t fo r one 

year for referenoe purposes. 

vid a second listi ng ac cording t o E. C. TC . It will also be useful to pro e 

, of ~1i.ti-ouB commodi t y c de num ers 
code numters to facilitate the locatl.ng 

and duty on any part i cula'l'~ a..rd . 
a nd aenormal entries of quantity, value 

.• j j .. 
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TABULATI ON 

The Mechanical Data Processing Unit 

on trade statistics:-

Monthly: ~ 

St at ion tota l 

SITC fi di gits 

guarterly: 

SITC 3 digits by country 

SITC 5 digits by 00untry 

Tariff 3 digits(Imports only) 

Annual: 

a) nITC 3 digits by oountry 

Country by SITe 3 digits 

b ) SITC 3 digits by station 

St at i 9n by SITe 3 digits 

c ) SI Te 5 digits 'by country 

d) SITe h digits 

e) Tariff 3 digits 

provide the 

Value 

I Quant ity, II Q i t y, 

and Duty . 

Kilos and val ue 

" " II 

Value ann. Duty. 

Kilos and -value 

" " " 

Kil 0 s and val ue 

" " " 

KiloB and value 

Kilo, 2nd Quantity and -val ue . 

Value and Dut y. 

While the anove will )e the general procedure t o arri-ve at the 

t a1tles on a uniform basis, re- export data will be required at 3 i gi t 

level. Export classification is of 5 digits only. Imports at 5 digi t 

will provide t rade figures for al l s i gnificant items whil e t he sixt 

di git "Will prcvide the breakdown required f or t ariff purposes and i 

terms of the second unit of quanti ty-

In a~dition, supplementary tabulations will he neaderl t 

for two quart ers side by side for publication purposes . 

show 
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PUBLICATION 

Data will ~e published annually and quarterly . e .-
lication gives information up to 3 di gits for 1m or t 

a nd 5 digits for exports . Th 

ant e- ex or 

e annual will be more e ailed v 

statistics at 6 digit level and wiil also e how details ccor i n 

statione . 

The publication consists of four part s :-

j o 

a) Exp1anatmry notee on the sy t ern of t ada t a i et i s . 

b) Summary Tables . 

\ cJ Commodity by country tabl e . 

d) Alphabetica l Index . 

The summary table includes : -

a) A total value of trade for t he l a s t ew yea 

;b) Direc tion of trade . 

c) Commodity Section and group total a 

and the end us e cla s s i ioat i on, and 

d) 
Trade in seleeted commoditi es f 

t h la 

in t o S .1. . 0 

ew years . 

will be stenoilled and duplioated and pa e nuro ered at he iviei n and 

The tables , after editing by the chie of 
ati ti al Di viGion 

thereafter the alphabetical index compiled . 3e 
will t hen e r e a ed 

a nd bound at a printing pr ess and reported to he Ac oun in 

fo r credit entry. 

in Addis Ababa; fr ee copi es will be distri ut d 0 

ver M e f i e ~ales will ~e arranged through the major cus oms s a io 

and ook s t or e 

a nd United Na tions age noies direotly y t he ustome H ad 

c e o Unaol 

c opies will ~e r etained by the t ore De ar ment a 
be om H ad 

Office . 

. ./ / .. 
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COMMODITY FEATURES: 

Air c!'af.'t~ Parts:--
This item is mainly imported by t~e Ethi~pian Air Li nes . Instruo '­

tions are under issue to declare sepaIately items re-expor t ed abr oad fo r 

repairs and re-impcrted after repF\!.r. For trade statistics purpr' s es e_1ly 

the cost of such repairs will be shown as import value and the value f or 

re-exports w~ll be nil. Spare parts s ent a.road for t he excludive use of 

Ethi~pian a ircraft are exoluded from trade St ati s tics. Spar e parts purchased 

from Ethiopia ~y foreign airlines are also sent out; the value of uoh par ts 

will .e inoluded under re-exports. Careful watch is to be kept on t he 

declarations for airoraft: and parts as large va lue transaotions of t en 

exceed. a million dollars and hence must be brought to t},reatt ention .: .• :-:. 

of the chief for investigation. 

Cinema Films Developed:-

These consist mainly of cultural films for local exhibiti on and com-

mercial films imported by private enterprises. The first cat egory will be 

excluded from import~ and re-exports; very often they ar e not r e- export ed . 

As for commercial films, these are r ented from abroad; hence only the r etit!l 

value is to be rec orded on the declaration. Instruotions ar e under issue 

on such lines to the Customs Offices. When these commercial f ilms are 

re-exported, no value is recorded. 

Salt(Export) g-

Sal t figures in the past included also t.he cost of l ags. Beginning 

196 d d Thl'S would explain the heavy drop in 
. 3, the cost of bags is exclu e • 

the total value of export of salt. The salt l ags used by t he producers in 

Massawa and Assa~ are imported under an arrangement for exclusive purposes 

of packing exports. 

~ (Exports) g-
Gum arabica is to be shown in t he code for gum 29 2.

220
• Ot her gums 

. f all under Inc ense classifica­
such as gum < ~libanum exported from Ethiopla 

tion 292.210. . .j / .• 
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~e~s other s ~ Exports)~ -

'This may be checked and i f the it em is spi cy in nature it hould ~e 

classifed under 075 . 280 . If it is used for oil extra. ti on, th e cod 

No . is 221 . 890. Other mi~cellaneous seeds should be olas si fied under 

29 2. 5°0 . 

Di plomatio Goods ~ -

These dec l arations ar e not inoluded in the daily trade r e turn 

prooess ed for trade stati~tios . The returns are kept s epar a t ely a nd 

analysed acoor ding to embassies and mi s sions enjoying duty fr ee p ivile es 

for t he i r staff and the wor ki ng of the offioe . The value f'igur s ven 

may not be accurate but may be expeot ed to give indication of the ord r 

of magnitude required for oustoms admi nistrative purposes . Data ~u t b 

coded according to commodity and qua ntity and va lue t o the ext ent deo l ar ed , 

both for import and r e- export and data proo eesed periodioally as equired . 

Per sonal Effectsg -

The imports in this oategory form an important portion exc luded in 

trade stat i stics . The purchases are made without any bank permit 8J' the 

passengers out of their own cash or other r esouroes abroad and are obvious-

ly meant for their own e- onsumption and not for sa l e . Certai n types of 

it ems like wat6hes , radi os etc . predominately follo w t hi s method of i mport 

traffic into les s deve l oped oountr ies and add to the ,real th of the conc erned 

country ~riteria for inclusi on in for ei gn trade stati st i os . However , su h 

statistics are not inc l uded in foreign trade statistics i n order to oonform' 

to int ernational pr ac t ices . Monthl y f i gUres of total 
lues with coun ry 

break d b · t· d to th'e extent they ar e dec l ared I Y passen ers . 
own may . e ma l n a l ne 
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Appendix 

I. Listing of Declar a ti on For ms : 

1. Import Dec laration (Form No . 88) 

a) Commercial tr~nsact icns of goods import ed. 

b) Import in transit - Massawa and Assab. 

c) Excise duty for salt. 

2. Baggage Dec l a r at ion of Dutiable Articl!s (model 371 

a) For ordinary imports less than $100:-

b ) Dutiab~e passengers goods, 

3. Baggage De~laration of Non- Dutiall e Articles (Model 37 a) 

a) Exemptions for goods imported under an a~e ement or chart er . 

b) Shi p ls Passengers Articl es us ed in As sab and Massawa . 

c) Passengers b~ggages passing t hrough t he frontier customs 

stations. 

4. Diploma tic Decla r ati on(Model 100) 

Goods imported for diplomatic Staff and the Office . 

5. Export Dec l aration (Model 87) 

a) For export goods dutiable or non-dutiabl e . 

b) For r e- export goods dutialle or non-dutiabl e . 

6, Passenger s Duty Receipt (Model 261L 

a) Dutiable Articles from Air Passengers . 

· ./ / .. 



- 20 -

Appendix: II 

ETHIO~IA~ CUSTOMS STATION~ : - CODE NUMBERS 

st ations 
~ 

Addi s Ababa Ra ilway St ati on 

Addis A. aba Air Porj 

Addis Ababa Parcel Offic e 

Dire Dawa Railway St a tion 

Dire Dawa Paroal Office 

Di re Dawa Air Port 

Aisha 

Gi gi ga 

War der 

Gl adine 

Shila-'o 

Degha1Jour 

Ferfer 

Ke~ri Dhar 

Kellafo 

Mus t ahell 

Dwe lle 

Gambella 

Assosa 

Mengi 

Gi zen 

Dull 

Metema 

Megelli 

Moyale 

Do llfl 

Humer a 

Asmar a Railway Stat i on 

Asmar a Air Port 

Asmar a Par cel .. ffic e 

Ma ssawa 

COde No . 

0 1 

0 2 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

~8 

09 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2h 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

Stat i on/3 Cod o . 

As sa. 

Te ssene 

Ti o 

Gondar Par cel Office 

Dubaba 

Asaita 

Gikawe 

Mat ebi a 

I Jdobe 

Mellil 

Naz er ath 

Dire Dawa Chat 

Legemi t i 

Awar e 

Te fri~ar · 

Gogi t e 

Ge rbehale 

Omedlla 

Addis Aba. a Adwa SQuare 
Paroel Of f i ee 

Gursum Chat 

Gigi ga Chat 

Harar Chat 

Kuruhe 

Dubu. e 

De ssepa 

DoI-bay 

Leffei sa 

Leonage 

33 

3 t~ 

35 ' 

3 ~ 

7 

3 

3 

1 

11 

1 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

5 

57 

58 

59 

60 

63 

4 

65 

~ 6 

7 , 
70 

72 



A en 
den pr ot ec • 

Afghani s t an 

Arabi a 

AU.str alia 

Aus tria 

Algeria 

Argentina 

llllgaria 

Baharein 

lel giUID 

Burma 

Congo(Leo. ) 

Cuba 

Cyprus 

China (M) 

Canda 

Ceyl on 

C~echoslovakia 

Egyp t 

Denmark 

Ethil)pia 

France 

Form os a 

Finland 

Ghana 

Gibral tar 

. Germany ( E) 

Germany (W) 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

Holland 

Hungary 

Indonesia 

India 

Iran 

Israel 

Iraq 

Italy 

Japan 

Jordan 

KUwait 
Kenya 

III 

COUNTRY STATISTICAL CODE 

401 

402 

483 

4' 5 
.".. 

501 

215 

102 

34e 

236 

411 

202 

478 

145 

347 

243 

465 
305 

477 

233 

101) 

213 

195 
204 

486 

240 

128 

242 

231 

203 

223 

460 

201 

234 

455 
44e 

430 

425 

482 

205 

470 

476 
412 
185 

.. / / .. 

Korea( South ) 

Lebanon 

Libya 

Liboria 

Mal aya 

Malta 

Mexic8 

Mereceo 

Madagascar 

Mauri tius 

Mozambique 

Nigeria -

~erway 

Panama 

Pakistan 

Peland 
Per tugal 

Roumania 
Rhodesia 

St'm~gal 

Singapore 

Semalia 

"French Semaliland 

S~uth ltfrica 

Syria 

Spain 

Switzerlant 

Sweden • 

Sudan 

Turkey 

Tanganyika 

Thailand 

Tunisia 

Uganda 

USA 
United Kingdem 

USSR 
Viet Nam 

Yemen 

Yugoslavia 

Zanzibar 

Unspecifi ed 

4 7 
4 • 

1' 5 . 

12 

4 0 

42 

34 

1, 1 

1 i, 
1 ~2 

1 7 

131 

5 5 
211 

348 

43 
23 
2H 

235 
H 
11 2 . 
44 

187 

1 0 

155 

41 5 
222 

214 

212 

107 

2~4 

18t 

,4 4 

1' 4 

1'l-

31 ' 
21' 

. 23 ' 

4' 5 
.~ 1 

2 41 

1 5 

9°' 
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Appendix iv 

CALENDAR U9En FOR TRADE STAAI STI CS 

Ethiopian Ca lendars 

-

(Julian Calendar) ( Grego i an Ca l enda 

1956 1963 - 19 '1 

Masker em 12 Sept eml r 196 
Tekemt 12 cto er " 
Redar 11 Nov m er " 
Tahsas 11 Decemb r " 
Te r 10 J nuury 1 '4 -
Yekatit 9 Fel uar y " 
Megali t l ' March " 
Mi zia 9 April " 
Gin),ot 9 May " 
Se ne 8 June " 
RamIe 8 July " 
Nehas i e 7 August " 
Pagume 6 September 

,. 

Maskaram 1951 11 Sept ember " 

Note : 

Fiscal year 1951 starts on 8 July 1964 (1st RamI e 1956) . Gregorian 

Year 1964 A.D . starts on 22nd Tahsa s 1956 E. C. 

All the Ethiopian months exc ept Pagume have 30 days each . Pagume 

is the 13th month conta inin§ 5 days; in l eap years it has 6 days . 

1955 was t he last l eap year . 



he powers and Duti es of the Head of the Statistics Divis i on 
~ 

The Head of the Sta ti s tics Division is directly and per sonal ly 

re6Ponsi"",le to the Head of the Customs for: 

8 . advising the Head of the Customs on all tt ma ers of pol icy on 

statistics of interest to the Customs operati ons, 

b. compiling the external trade sta tistics of the Empire r equired for 

trade analysis and balance of payment calculations, 

e. assisting the Head of the Administrative Servic es Divis i on in 

c~mpiling deta iled and up-to-date revenue sta tistics, 

d. advising the Head of the Administrative Services Division ~n 

maintainanee of operational statist ice r el ating to t he working 

ef the Customs opera tions in the Customs Head Offioe and in t he 

various Customs Sta tions, 

t . t 'Mrutinizing as need may ariee , and, in eoopera t i on with t he other 

Divi~ions of the Head Office, ~t~ndardizing the forms and sohedul es 

u~ed, ' 

f. " .la:'l!:'lifying acoura tely commodities in e onformi ty wi th inter nat i onal 

eta ndards for tariff a~sessment, trade analysis and planning purp~ses 

and ' bringing to the notice ~f the C~ntrol and Legal Divicion cases 

of wrong c las s ifioa tions every month, 

g. mainta ining the data required for compiling annual r evenue estimate s 

cn export and i mport commodities, 

h. maint6 ~ning and distributing up-te-date priee data r equired for 

Cust oms asse~sment purposes, - in olose collaboration with t he 

Control and Legal Division, 

1. 

j . 

k. 

publishing data compil ed on trade Statistics, 

l'nternational agencies and ensuring Supplying published data to 

international comparability of data compiled in t he Cust oms, 

. tra~~l'n~ facl' lities for staff empl oyed in ensurlng for proper .u 0 

statist ical work at t he Customs Head ,ffice and Br anches, - i n 

cooperation with the Training Branch, 

.. / / .. 
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1. iss .. ing from ti me to time, - in Cl06e collaboration wi t h t he Control 

and Legal Divieion- directives t~ the Branche ~ on c~rrec t r ecordi ng 

of quan"ti ty, value, revenue and clalJsifica ti on in accordanee tTi t h 

the manuals tha t may be prepa.red from time to time , 

m. supplying Divisions and Branche s of the Department wi th such i nfor a-

tion within the field of his powers and duti es as may be of inter e t 

t" them, and arranging for communication to the public any inf ormation 

whick (in addition to the information "mentioned in items i. and j . 

a\ove) should be made available to it, 

'.. arranging for the preparat ion of the annual eetimates of i noome and. 

expenditure for hi~ Division, WLthia the rule~ and regulatione 

laid down ~y the Ministry of Finanoe. These estimates are submi t t ed 

' to the Chief of the Finanee Draneh through the Head of the Administ-

rative ~ervieeB Division fo~ eonsoliJation with the es timat es pr epared 

iY other units of the Depa~tment, 

" p7eposing and eneouraging the impr~vement of the work in hi s Di vision 

ind the a~ti vi ti es conneeted therewith in ~lose eooperati on ,.,i t h the autho-

~ ~ities oonee?ned. This may ~e done either direotly with those r esponsibl e 

tr th~ough the re~~gnizei ehannels depending on the nature of the rroject 

or any other relevant legal or eeonomie considerations, 

P. ensuring that the work under his supervision is so c.ordinate~ t hat 

there is nO everlapping or conflict either between the employees in 

his Division or with other units in the pepartment, 

~. ensuring that all employees in bis Division are given preper training 

II • 

en the i r duti es and working methods, 

keeping a separate record on the empleyees in his Division, 

and t he internal control and recordi ng 
ensUI'ing that the maintenance 

(')f all material and equipment in his Division are properly under t aken, 

t. preparing every three month~ a stati!tical and factual report on the 

w~rk planned and accomplished in his Division to be submi tted to the 

Head of the Customs. 



v. 

w. 

ensuring that every month an att endance r epor t is sent 0 hs 

per~onnel Registra tion Section covering all the empl~yee s in i 

Division. The payroll is based on t his r epor t , whi oh hall co a i 

all particulars which may affeat salary , 

ensuring that a periodic ser~ice r eport i s sent to the er onnel 

Registration Section through the 'Head Of the Adm i nistrative 

Services Division convering all the employees i n hi s Di vi i on , 

oarrying out ~uch other duties within his fi eld as the Bead 0 

Customs decides from time to time . 

The Head of the Statistics Division Ls assisted i n his work hy a 

he 

Trade Sta tistician with . onsiderable Customs olassificat i on experi enc o. 

In the budget e ~timates work, mentioned in item g. above he will be 

assist ed by a statistician with accounting experienoe and trained stati -

tical assistants. 

The Head of the Statistics Division iS r6 qponsihle f or coordin ti g 

the work of th ese offi~ers, ensuring that the work is pro perly aar ried 

out, helping them to solve their problems and maintaining t he di sc i pline , 

vi tality and interest of the employees in his Division. 
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