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FOREWORD 

Up to date statIstical data that reflect the socio*economic and demographic conditions of the 

re~id2nt5 of a Regional are useful for designing and preparation of development plans as well as 

(or mOnitoring and evaluation of the impact of the implementation of the development plans. 

These statistical data include population size, age, sex, literacy and educat ion, marital status, 

housing stocks and conditions ... etc. In order to filt t he gap for these socia-economic and 

demographic data need, Gambella Region has conducted its third Nat ional Population and 

Housing Census in May, 2007 and November 2007. 

The 2007 Population and Housing Census of Gambelta Region was conducted under the auspices 

of the Population Census Commission that was established by a Proclamat ion No. 449/1997. The 

Commission is chaired by the Oeputy Prime Minister and t he members of the commission w~le 

drawn from various relevant Ministries, Regional State representatives, House of Federation, 

National Electoral Board and the Centra; Statistical Agency, serving as the Office of the Census 

CommiSSion (Secretariat) , According to thiS proclamation the processing, evaluation and analyses 

of r:,e data collected In this census as we:i as its dlsseminatbn are the major responsibiiit ies of 

this office. Thus. the Office of the Population Census Commissicn IS pleased to present the cenc;us 

~ummary report entitled "'The 2007 Population and Housinc Census of Gambella Region: 

Summary Report for Gambella Region" for the users. It is an abridged summary resu!ts of the 

statistical report at National level with brief descriptions of tfle results. 

This summary report is int€:idea to supplement t he stati st ical reports prepared at national and 

regional level and attempts to provide the socio·economic and demographic information 

generated by the 2007 Population and Housing Census to ail ... .:;ers including those who do not 

have baSIC statistical icnowledge. 

Before the conduct of a census enumeration, numbers of preparatory act ivities were also carried­

out. Among the major census preparatory activities, t he conduct of the Population and Housing 

x 



Census Map Work was one of rhe Important las (0 be und na en Durl", rhrs census 

cart08raphlc work urban and rural kebeles of the rellon w re .sUb-dltAded Inro enumeflbOt'l 

areas, each having 150-200 houslna units and hou5eholds, rHpect tv About 4 6 contiguous 

enumeration areas were made ro form one supervision area In thiS exerase for each 

enumeration and supervision area maps have been prepared. 

During the census enumeration, each enumerator was given the map of an enumeration area 

along with other census documents and he/she was responsible to record all persons and 

households in that enumeration area with out omission and duplication. One supervisor was also 

assigned to a supervision area and was responsible for ensuring the quality of the information 

collected in the area of his/her jurisdiction. Unlike the previous censuses, In this census 

enumerators were primary school teachers white supervisors were secondary school teachers, 

Similarly as before. 

It is to be noted that the Population and HOUSIng Census is a huge nation wide operation which 

could not be undertaken by a single organization. Thus, tull cooperat ion and assistance of 

government and non-government organizations, donor agencies and the general public have 

been obtained for the 2007 Population and Housing Census. 

The office of the Population Census Commission is therefore, very grateful to the Government of 

Gambella Region for its huge financial and administrative support. The office is also grateful to 

the development partners partIcularly; the United Nations Population Fund for Population 

Activities (UNFPA) and the Department for International Development (DFro) for their generous 

financial, logistics and technical supports, Thanks are also due to the United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP), the Embassy of Japan, Italian Cooperation, United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF), as well as the Dutch and Irish Governments for their substantial 

financial sup.,art. 
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the Cenual Statistical Agency for their invaluable contributions throughout the census operations 

and also more Importantly, the general public as well as the administrators at all levels, who were 
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SECTION I 

POPULATION SIZE AND SPATIAL DISTRI8UTlO 5 

1.1 Introduction 

Population size, cOmpOSitiOnS, Its spatial distnbution and some other demographIC and SOCIO­

economic data are very Important for planning, monitoring and evaluation of vanous 

development programs. The population and housing census is main source of these data. This 

chapter presents the resul ts of the 2007 census concerning the popula tion size, distributions, 

compositions and other related information. As shown in Table 1.1, the counted population of 

Gambella Region as of May 28, 2007 was 307,096. Of these counted population of the Region, 

159,787 (52.0 percent) were males and 147,309 (48.0 percent) were females. Companson of 

the 2007 census results of the total population at regional level With that of the 1994 census 

count shows that the population of a reslon has Increased by 125,234 persons over the last 12 

years. 

Table 1.1 Distribution Of Population 8y Zones, Census Period And Sex:2001 

Zones 

Gambella Region 

Agnewak Zone 

Nuwer Zone 

Mezhenger Zone 

Etang special Wereda 

80th 

Sexes 

181862 

62638 

6822' 

32232 

18768 

1994 

Male Female 

92902 88960 

31244 31394 

34807 33417 

17443 14789 

9408 9360 

2007 

80th 

Sexes Male Female 

307096 159787 147309 

99SS6 S0722 4883' 

112606 60543 52063 

59248 30567 28681 

35686 17955 17731 

Table 1.1 shows that at regional level the total population has increased by 68.9 percent in the 

last 12 years. Spatial distributions of the population by zones show significant vanations. Figure 

1.1 depIcts that the percentage share of the zones ranges from the smallest proportion of 11.6 

percent in Etang Special Zone to the largest 36.7 percent in Nuwer Zone, That is, the largest 

population size was observed in Nuwer Zone having 112,606 persons while the smallest 



, 

prOportion of persons was enumerated In Etang Special Zone having 35,686 persons counted in 

the 1(K\~ as of May 28, 2007. The second and third largest proportion of population was 

counted In Agnewak (99,556) and Mezhenger (59,248) Zones, respectively. Over all, according 

to the 2007 census results nearly 70 percent of the region's total population is accounted by 

the twO largest zones namely, Nuwer and Agnewak zones. 

F;9u'~ J . J . Perceno!gc Popular/on Sham 0/ 
ZOtU~$. Gomb~lIa Reg ion :l00 7 

ETANGSPECIAL II'./EREDA •••• Jl .6 

MUHENGER ZONE ••••••• J9.3 

NUWERZONE 

AGNEWAK ZONE 

0 .0 JO.O zU.o 30.0 

1 2 Population Distr ibution by Urban-Rural and Sex 

36.7 

3Z.4 

40. 0 

In 2007 census urban center or urban is defmed as all administrative capitals (Region, Zone and 

wereda) and loca!it ies i:1 which urban kebeles were established irrespective of their population 

size It is worth noting that this definit ion uj urban is consistent with that of t he 1994 

Population and Housing Census Table 1.2 shows t hat in the 2007 Census at region level 25.4 

percent of the total population was enumerated as residents of urban areas. The disparity in 

r~t'lportions of urban population by region is very large, ranging from 10.9 percent in NU-Ner 

Zone to 52.8 percent in Agnewak ~onp . 

2 



Table 1.2 OinrlbU l on of Population by Zonet and U,b~n.-RUf'll ~nce 2007 

I U ..... • w'" """'" ....... r ........ I ... _ 1 

I """'" ."'" 
I ..." I"'''·' I 

..... ..." ~f'_ Zon., ,." .. 50, .. I perun' 50 . .. ........ fOUl! TOQI 
~ GAM8EUA REGION 77925 25 ' 229171 "6 307096 '00 '00 '00 

AGN[WAX ZONE S256. 52_8 46995 472 993S6 .00 67 S >O S 
NlJW{R ZONE 12266 10.9 10034<) 191 112606 .00 15.7 ')1 
MEZH(NGER ZO NE 7140 .2 1 52108 879 S9248 .00 92 227 
£TANG SPECiAL WEREOA S9S8 16.7 29728 8Jl 1S686 '00 76 130 

Figure 1.2 shows that urban population has signlOcantJy Increased In absolute slzt over the last 

12 years. That Is, the number of urban dwellers has increased from 27,424 persons In 1994 to 

77,925 in 2007, an increase of about 50,501 persons over the last 12 years. 

~ 

I 

Figurtl J .2 OISfriburion o/Popu/oton by Urbon.Rurol 
RtI$ld.nctlondC.nsu $ Pflflod 

0 . 25 

O ~O 

U J Ji 

O. JO 

0.05 

0 .00 < • 
2007 

C.n~us Pedod 

• lJrtMft 

_ Itunli 

As shown In Figure 1.3.and 1.4, in 1994 and 2007 the proportions of urban population were 

15.1 percent and 25.4 percent respectively. This indicates that a proportion urban population 

has increased from 1994 to 2007 by more than 10 percent Correspondingly. a proportion of 

rura l populat ion has declined by same amount. 

3 
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r"",'J 1rtcot.. DlIttt~" 
.... ' u.~thM-,-,. c;..Xfto 

....... "" 

1.3 Sex and Age Composition of t he Population 

FigulY J 4, Perc~nar9~ 

Distfibur1<>noJ PopulationS" 
Vrbon·Ruro l. GombeU", 

R~gion,'2001 

• U/'bcJ" • Rural 

Demographic data hat show the age and sex compositions of the population are one of the 

ba~ ic ,nformatio' "e~ded for cJifielent purposes, This sub·section provides the SUri',fna(y l e::' Llil~ 

of sex alld age compositions of the population obtained f rom the 2007 population al'd hou~i!1g 

census, 

1.3.1 Sex Composition of the Population 

Table 1,3 shows that at regional level the lctCiI number of females was slightly i~!)s than their 

male counterparts, The same is also true for aU of the lanes in 2007, However, in 1!j94 the 

number of females was slightly greater than their male counterparts in the then .<:one 2 of the 

Th@ sex ratio is defined as the number of males per 100 females and it i5 an index used to 

express relative size of the sex composition of the population. A ratio greater than hundred 

st; ,'liS an excess number of males than females Sex ratios were calcu lated for each region and 

by place of residence and the results are- presented in Table 1.3. As shown in the table, the sex 

ratiOs for the total population are more than hundred at regional level, showing that the 

number of females exceeds that of males, 

4 



In urban areas, the sex rat ios are more than 100 In all ZOOM. white In rurl' areiS Sf ~UO t.s~ 

than 100 in Agnewak Zone Figure l.5 depicts sex ~tlOS o( the popul uon of the r JOn by lie 

group and urban-rural residence As can be seen (rom the gur sex r<lUes (0( III irNi (Ur~n 

+rural and rural) me.lOde r unul reaching a marp decime It ai group 25 '9 ind Increase up to 

a decline point at age group 5~54 then increase again until ale 75t . The Sf X ratios by age (0( 

urba n areas Increase up to age group 4,5. 4 9 and then decllOt be 100 un til age 75+. 

Table 1.3 Dist ribution of Popu lat ion by Region, Urban-Rural, Su and Su Ratio 

Urban+ Ru ral Urban Rural 

80th Sex 80th Se, 8o.h 

Zones Sexes Male Female Ratio Sexes Roatlo Sexes 
Gambella Region 307096 159787 147309 108.5 77925 110.7 229 171 

Agnewak Zone 99556 50722 48834 103.9 5256 1 110.0 46995 
Nuwer Zone 11 2606 60543 52063 11 6.3 12266 116.9 100340 

Mezhenger Zone 59248 30567 28681 106.6 7140 110.4 52108 

Etang Special Wer ed. 35686 17955 1773 1 101.3 5958 104.9 29728 

F I g ...... :I . S P . ... c .n.og. O l . . ... , b ullo ,. 0./ P o ... ... lu . ,o • • 40 ,.. S.,,. 
R ot/a, U rban - R u r ul and A U . G , o u P . G o".-.b. "o ,t., glo.-. 2Q07 

z s o .o 

z oo.o 

ff - ~!!lO . o 

.l< ~OO. o 

110. 0 

0 . 0 

~ 
. .. .",.,. .... 0' ........ -.> ..... "I)'"'"o,~ ~.",.;'I-"I).."Q"-..J" .... ~:'>-.".,pI'" ...... ~ ... ~~ ~.;-~~ .';'~,,\o'''\''' "\~ • 

... " ... <;rQu,~ 

, 

Se, 

Ratio 

107.7 

97.5 

116.2 

1061 

100.6 
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1.3 2 Ale composition or the Popula tion 

Age Compo1lUon of is one of the very important demographic characteristics of the population. 

Among other advantages, Information on age is helpful to understand the size of population of 

school age. labor force. elderly. etc. A population pyramid is usually employed to show the ag~ 

distributions of a given population by sex. Figure 1.6 to 1.6.2 show the distribution of the Total, 

Urban and Rural population of Gambella with a broad base that narrows up as age increases. 

This broad base of a pyramid indicates a characteristic which is typical of a population with high 

fertility. The age pyramid also shows smaller proportion of 04 children as compared to those 

aged 5-9 years. This ma~' reflect the 2i1istence of under reporting of children 0-4 years. Figure 

1.7 shows at regional level t here is a slight change in the age :;tructure of the population since 

1994. The proportion ur ti,e population of working age group (15-64) has shown modest decline 

In 2007 while the proportion of those in the dependent age group 0-14, though still high, and 

has increased from 42.0 p~rcent in 1994 to 41.8 oercent in 2007. 
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1.4 Household CompoSition of the Population 

In the census household is defined as a group persons living together 10 the same housing unu 

or in connected premises and have a common cooking arrangements (eat to£ether). This sub. 

sect ion provides information about the number of households and average household size of a 

region and lones. 

According to the 2007 census results there were 65,904 households In a region and this gives an 

average household size of 4.6 at region l e\ll~1. The corresponding number of households of 

zones Significantly vary in size ranging from ;~4,080 in Agn wak zone to 6.555 in Etang Special 

zone. Ukewise, average household size also vi:lries by region and It ranges from 5.7 persons per 

household in Nuwer zone to 3.8 in Mezhenger zone. 

As shown in Table 1.4a and Table l.4b comparing the 2007 census results with the 1994, at 

regional level the average household size has shown a slight increase from 4.5 persons per 

household in 1994 to 4.6 persons per household in 2007. Companson of persons per household 

7 
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be WffO 1994 and 2007 IS not sensible for the admInistrative composition of zones In the:wo 

ctnsus periods was no similar 

Table I._a otsttibution of Conventional Households and their Corresponding Population by Region 

and by Urban and Rural Residence: 2007 

Urban .. Rural (2007) 

I 
Rerion Persons No. of Houc;eholdc; i Household Size 

GAMBEllA REGION 303023 65904 , 
AGNEWAK ZONE 96473 24080 

NUWERZONE 112350 19709 

MEZH ENGER ZONE 5~~19 15560 

ETANG SPECIAL WER'OA 35281 0555 

Table 1.4b Distribution of Conventional Households and the ir Corresponding Popu lation by Region 

and by Urban and Rural Residence: 1994 

Urban +' Rural (1994) 

4.6 

4.0 

5.7 

3.8 

54 

Relic!" Pers"ns o. of Hou!ieholds Household Size 

GAM8~llA HEGION 161248 35940 4.5 

ZON£\ 44246 9762 4.5 

ZONE 2 30485 7351 ~.~ 

ZONE3 S4321 9693 5.6 

ZONE' 32196 9134 3.5 

loS rieoidship Rates 

The term headship rates denote the ratio of the number of households of certain categories of 

the populatIon to lltt: total population of the corresponding category. In the census, a head of 

household is any member of the household who is recognized as a head by members of the 



household IrrespectIVe of IBe, sex or other chl~ctenstKS . The 2007 census resulu prestnted 

In Tabl. 1.5 Indicates that there were 65,903 housohold h .. d. at r ,.",.1 level .nd of those, 

49,673 (75.4 percont) and 16,230 (24.6 perc.nt) were male and female hoads, r.spoctM;y 

Table 1.5 Huds of Households for Conventional Households by Ale Croup 

3Ind Se.x of Heads: 20C)] 

Tot .. 1 

Aie Group Both Sexes M,lIIe Fem .. le Toul Huds M ale Heads 

loul 303023 156416 146607 65903 49673 

0 · 4 41960 22089 19871 

5·9 47282 25142 22140 

to-14 39526 2 1657 17869 

15-19 37499 19640 17859 1582 947 

20-24 29580 13444 16136 5378 4142 

25-29 29434 13462 15972 11185 8657 

JO.34 20789 10052 10737 10281 SOli 

35-39 17396 8682 8714 10274 7751 ...... 12607 6729 5878 8113 6090 

45·49 9048 5040 4008 6203 4668 

SO-54 6510 3565 2945 «42 3256 

55·59 3149 1774 1375 2170 t642 

60·64 3595 2118 1477 2553 1896 

65-(i9 2117 1392 725 1456 1192 

70-74 1225 793 432 866 704 

75. 1306 837 469 900 717 

9 

Female Huds 

t6230 

635 

1736 

2528 

2270 

2523 

2023 

1535 

1186 

528 

657 

264 

t62 

183 
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Figure 1.B. ~ale and Feamle Headship Rates, Gombello 
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SECTION II 

ETHNIC GROUP, MOTHER TONGUE, RWGION A 0 MARITAL STATUS 

2.1. Ethnic Composit ion of the Populat ion 

Summary result that shows the dlstnbution of he prominent nations and nauonalltles/ethn1c 

groups in Gambella region are presented in Table 2.1. As the table Indicates. the uwer ethnic 

group was the largest in the region (46.7 percent) . The Agnewak ethniC group was the second, 

accounting about 21 percent. 

Table 2,1 Percentage Distribution of Prominent Nations and 

Nationali t ies/Ethnk Groups, Gambella Reclon: 2007 

Ethnic Group Number Percent 

Nuwer 143.286 

Agnewak 64,986 

Amhara 25,862 

Kefficho 15,490 

Oromo 14,833 

Mejenger 12,280 

Shekecho 6,976 

Kembata 4,410 

ngrie 4,052 

Guragie 1,895 

Welaita 1,705 

Sidama 1,502 

Hadiva 1,230 

46.1 

212 

84 

5.0 

4.8 

4.0 

2.3 

1.4 

1.3 

0.6 

0 .6 

0.5 

0 .4 
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2.2. Distribution of the Population by Mother Tongue 

Mother tongue is defined as the language used by a person for communication With hlslhtr 

f.mlty members or guardians during his/her childhood. Table 2.2 shows the distribution of tht 

prominent mother tongue languages in Gambella region. Accordingly, Nuwerigna language wa~ 

the most dominant mother tongue language in the region (48.4 percent). Agnewakgna scores 

about 22 percent a'ld each of the remainine languages were reported to be spoken by below 

five percent of the population, excepting Amarigna, which had accounted 11 percent. 

Table 2.2 Percentage Dist ribution of Prominent Mother 

Tongues, Gambella Region: 2007 

Mother Tongues Number 

Nuwengna 148,491 

~newak8na 67.622 I 

Amar;gna 34.119 

Oromtgna 14,901 ' 

Keffa@:na 
, 14,265 

Shekacho -
7.f.29 

Kembatlgna 4,503 l Tlgrogn' 4.054 

_ ~ela~tignu 1.714 

Guragiegna 1,462 

Hadlyign.- 1,125 

I 
Shekogn .. 

1,030 -

2,~. Religious Composit ion of the Population 

Percent 

48.4 

22.0 

11.1 
~ 

4.9 1 

-~ 2.5 

1.5 

1.3 

0.6 
-- -_. 

0.5 

~ 0.3 , 

'" gion IS an affiliation with a group having specific religious or spiritual t enet. It is an 

Important socio-<:ultural charaderistic of a population. Figure 2.1 and Table 2.3 show the 

religiOUS affiliations of respondents as recorded in the 2007 census. According to the results, 

the Protes-tant and the Orthodo r ' 
x re Iglons were the dominant religions in Gambella region. 

accounting for 70.1 and 16.8 percents, respectively. 
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Zon,' dIStrlbL.:lon of lh populJlJon b'f ro IOUS compo"hOf' she'N1 tRi Is Table 231 tM 

Prou~!ttant faith followers w re t~ Lir h I In III of he Zones .tld In (""I SQ«t~1 " f tcQ; 

Exceptlofldl was the Mezhenaer Zone that ~d bratit Orthedo .. (altn (oUow n SCOt". lbcM"t 

46.5 PE'rcent 

f,.ut. Z 1 Perc.nt" •• Dtstllbuhon of lhe POQul hon by 

HelilloUlAfflloltlon. G mbeJI" Ae'lon 1007 

'sl.1," 4 9 

C:nhohc J 4 

,.0' ... , I I 

Table 2.3 P(:rcentaSI! D,stribution of Pcpulat l"n of Zones .1nd Rural and UrbJn 

Areas by Religion, Gambdla Ret;lon: 2007 

Name of Zone 
~ --
R e~lon Total 

[ urt;n­

Rural 

f-AGNeW~E 
N WER lONE 

1 Orthodox I Protesta~ Cilthollc~'slam Traditional Other 
--- - - - c-+- - ;-r-

1.8 70i 34 49 3.8 11 

2~0 i 60S / 41 8.3 _-1 r u 
14.0 I 73.4 3.1 ~7r 47 1 1 

- --'- - -:::;:-:;-1. - -0-,--:--:-.......-..... - - I ..of. 
_ _ _ 202 648 1 ~--.:~ 22 -:: 

1.4 88.8 3.3 ' 03 5./ 0.5 
! ! -- ---+-

EZHENGERlONE 46.5 ! 36.4~.3 15.4 07 0.7 
- --4-- , - ~ _~_ 

E ANG SPECIAL WEREDA 6.3 I 816
1 

2.6 0.6 j 7.5 1.,j 
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L4. Mantal Sta tUi 

Results of the 2007 censu~ are classified under SIX categories of Marital Status (see Table 2.4), 

for the population aged ten years and above. Accordingly, of the total population of Gambella 

rellon, 52 percent was married, 38.5 percent never mamed and 3 percent divorced. Comparing 

the sex wl~e distribution, about 57.2 percent of the females and 47.6 percent of males Were 

marrted. Similarly, about 46.6 percent of the males and 29.8 percent of the females were never 

married. 

Table 2.4 Proportional Dist ribution of the Population by Marital 

Status, Gambella Region: 2007 

Reb!on Never Cu rrently Divo rced Separated 

Total Married Married 

80lh Se~es 38.5 52.2 3.0 1.5 

Male 46.6 476

1 

2.2

1 

1.0 I Fem.l. i 29.81 2.0 57.2 3.8 

Wldowl living 

Widower Tcgether 

3.6 1.2 

1.1 1 1.5 

63
1 

0.9 

As can be seen in Figure 2.2a, the proportions of never married persons fo r beth sexes decrease 

With age. Compared to the males, the proportions of never married females start te decrease at 

earlier ages, indicating earlier marriage among the fema les. 

The proportions of currently married persons (Ficure 2.3b) Increases with age up to age 29 but 

the Increase is more pronounced for the females than the males at earlier ages. After about the 

age of 27, the proportior.s of married persons decl ines with the advancement of age, both 

sexes having almost similar pattern. 
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SECTIO III 

DI5A81UTY A D ORPHANHOOD 

thiS chapter presents data on Disability and Orphan hood ~Cltu~ of lhe po~t .. .on Both 

disabIlity and orphan hoorl data were collect d for f!Very membeor of he household In 1M 2001 

Population and Housing Census Three quc'tlons on disability stalU) were Included In the 

census question lid ire to mea!.ure the 5t.1U5. tvPt and cause of dl.sabl It'; Simllarty. two 

qu~stions on orphan hood status were mcluded In the census QU ~honnalre to measure the 

type and status of orphan hood. 

3.1 Disabilitv Status 

A person who :. unable to rarry oul or lim.ted In carrying out actiVities that others can do due 

to congenital or long term phYSical/menIal disabilities was Identified ciS a disabled person. But 

short leflT' difficulties due to temporary conditions were excluded. In ~eneral. a person was 

defined a isabled if due to physical or nli!ntal Injuries could not fully perform activities that 

other hedlthy person could do. Ba!.ed on th.~ UN deflnttion, rec!Jmmendatlons and the prevtous 

experipnces, the follo\l,lIng three baSic questloilS were administered in the 2007 Population and 

Housing Census. These are:· 

iJ Does (NAME) have a problem of seeing, hearing, spea"lng and/or 

standmg!walldng/sealln8, body parts movement, functIoning of hands/ le8s or mental 

retardation or mental problem ,,)i other mental/physical damages? 

ii) If yes, what is (NAME's) type of disability or problem? dnd 

iii) What was the cause of (NAME's) disablhty? 

The above three questions on disability were developed in collabora tion With the experts from 

the Ministry of labor and Social Affairs, the Confederation of the Disabled and Addis Ababa 

University. 



, 

'The 2007 Population and Housing Census excludes the following persons from being classified 

as dlsabl~ for they are being capable ':'T perform ing activities thut other healthy persons could 

do. Persons wtth one eye or one ear as long as the person is able to fully perform activities in 

he manner or within the range considered normal for a human being, even if. his/her other eye 

or ear i~ bhnd or defective, he or she is not considered as disabled person. Unlike in the 1994 

census leprosy, epilepsy, and mental problem (except mental retardation) were not considered 

as disability. However, they could be t;auses of disabilities. 

It Is to be noted that in the 2007 population and housing census disability data were collected 

for every member of all the households (complete count) where as in the 1994 populat ion and 

housing census information on disability were collected for every member from every fifth 

households uSing loni questionnaire on sample basis. Hence, it is important to note this 

difference when comparing the results of the 2007 census disability data with that of the 1994 

c("nsus results. 

Th(> following tables and graphs illustrate the summarized results of disability data at :'f:gional 

and zonal level. 
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TobIe 3.1 Population by Sex, Disability Status" and Zo.'1e# wIth Disability Rote: 2007 

Both Sexes Male Female 

All Disabi lity All Disability All I o;sobllity 
Zone Person Disabled Rate Person Disaoled Rate Person Disabled Rate J SR _ -L 

Region Total 307096 3549 1.16 1597R7 1936 1.21 147309 16B 109 120 
Agnewak 99556 1452 1.46 50722 755 1.49 48834 697 1.43 108 
Nuwer 112606 980 0.87 60543 544 090 52063 436 0 84 125 
Mezhenger 59248 616 104 30561 )52 1.15 28681 264 0 92 133 
Etang 5~cla l 

Zone 35686 501 140 1195S 285 1 59 17131 216 In 132 -.. 
F l gur,.. ~ J "' '''' " • .H • ., of 0 .... 1'"'1 . ... 1 P.t u.>n .. b V 7 .· ... .,.. 

.. 0 , .. 
'" ". ". ". - ... 

'00 

s ~ 

~ 

'" 
.., 
•• 
, . 
• 

".,.._ ' ...... 1 ..... -... ...._ .. MCO.I __ .. . ....... .-.... ' 
l'ON( 
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Tabl- 3 1 a, a F'lure 3.1 show the levels, rates of disability and the sex ratio of the disabled 

popu 100 by zone. nh regard to disability rate most of the zones have comparable rates 

r~ r'lCJnc from 0.87 percent to 1.46 percent. The rate is slightly higher (1.46 percent) in Agnewak 

lone and tower (0.S7 percent) in Nuwer zone. When we see the sex ratio of the disabled 

populaltOn, the data revealed that in aU the zones and at regional level the sex ratio of disabi!it'{ 

were higher among male than female. The highest seIC ratio (133) was observed in Mezhenger 

lone .... hlle the lowest sex r.:!tIO (IOe: was in Agnewak zone. 

rable 3.2 Disabled Population by Sex, Five Year Age Group and Disability Rate: 2007 

80th Sexes Male Female Rate Per 10,000 

A9' All All All Both 

Group Persons I Disabled Persons Disabled Persons Disabled Sexes Male Fern,le 

AlAges 307096 9 159787 1936 147309 1613 116 121 109 

0·4 42044 lS7 22139 91 19905 76 40 41 38 
5-9 47348 265 25175 151 22173 114 50 60 51 
1 ~ 14 9642 273 21731 158 179~ 1 115 69 73 54 
15 · 19 38039 269 20324 161 18015 108 70 79 60 
;>(). 24 31079 248 14752 125 16327 123 80 85 75 
25 ·29 lO ll!> 266 14059 142 16076 124 88 101 n 
30·34 21108 264 10323 128 10785 136 125 124 126 
35 ·39 17585 264 8831 170 8754 124 167 193 142 
40 · 44 12722 288 8822 149 5900 119 211 218 202 
45 · 49 ~108 245 5OS8 134 4020 I'l l 269 263 L76 
SO· 54 6544 241 3592 115 2952 126 368 320 427 
55·59 3161 158 17S, 86 1375 72 500 482 524 
60·64 3606 223 2.25 126 1481 97 618 593 655 
65 1i9 2130 144 1402 80 728 64 676 571 879 
70· 7. 1232 99 79,- 51 435 48 804 640 1103 
7S> 1313 125 841 69 472 56 952 820 1186 

20 
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Table 3 ~ and FI,y" 3. ~ show the Ie I and rot. of dl",b.i. by sex .nd 
Stoup .l,onol.nd 

r~ional level. 1..5 can be seen from F, ure 3.2. diubd.CV .mona m.le WIJ htCfwr ~n IN of 

female YP 10 Ih' ag, g'oop 3S-39, bul .n the mldd and old ' .... It rona f,om •• ' and 

above the panem Is reversed and dl~bthty amonc fem I WIS ht~ than tN t of mile hlvsnc 

a continuous Increase for both St X6. 

1'00 

"00 

"''''' 

"'" 

o 

0 .. ~ .~ 10-.l4 15 .!o · 25 )0 . J S 01 0 450 . 50 550 . 60 . 50 7., . 75. 
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Table ;1,3 D/str/but/o'! 0/ Disabled Persons by Type 0/ Disability and lone: 2007 

loo nc 

Region Total 

Agnewak 

Nuwer 

Mezhcnger 

Etang Special Zone 

Total 

Disabled 

Persons 

Number I "-
3549 100 

1452 100 

980 100 

616 100 

501 100 

Vlsl"n Problem 

Number.l . " 
1234 34.8 

495 

330 

34.1 

33.7 

188 30.5 

221 44.1 

-

Hearing 

Prob lem 

Number I " 
356 10.0 

123 

78 

8 .5 

8 .0 

112 18.1 

43 8.5 

.-.. 

Speaking 

Problem 

Number I " 
353 

71 

196 

60 

26 

9.9 

·1.9 

20.0 

9.7 

5.2 

-r' 

Non·functionill 

Upper or Lower 

limbs 

Number. I 
940 

466 

191 

171 

112 

" 
26.5 

32 .1 

19.5 

27.8 

22 .4 

Others 

Numb!! r I " 
666 18.8 

297 20.5 

185 18 .9 

85 13.8 

99 19.8 

~ 
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Table 3_3 and FLgure 3.3 present dat;) on disabled persons by cti4;abillty type at zonal and regien,' evel Accordlnl 10 the 'e~ultS In 

table. all zones (Elan. Special Zont', Agnewak. Nuwer and Mezhenger) recorded the hiuhest level of vi\ion pfoblem, which accounts for 

44 .1 percent, 34 1 percent, 33 7 percent and 30.5 percent, respectlvely_ Agnewak ar.d Mezhenaer zones are also recorded tM hlBht'n 

disabl/L[Y types Of Non·(unctLonallower or Upper limbs (Gripping. Handling. Standmg. Walking), which aCl:ounts (or 12 1 percent and 

278 percent respectively. fIgure 3.3 iIIustratei the major types of disabilit'l at regional level. As shown In the figure only two major 

types of disabilities (Vision problem and Non-functional lower or Upper limbs) were accounted for more thin 61 percent of th 

total disability types. The highest disability lype (<Ibout 301 .8 percent) was Vision problem. 

T,blt 3.4 Disabled Persons by C.use of Disability and Zon.: '2001 

Total 

Oi:r..1bled V.hlcle Other 

Zone Persons Accidents Accident 
- --- - - - - -
Region Total ... , ~" 3549 no 93 ... 414 

Agnewak 1452 37 176 

Nuwer 980 35 106 
Mezhenger 616 8 71 

Elane Special Zone 501 13 61 
------

Polio 

M. 22, 

91 

97 

14 

25 

Cause of Olublllty 

H,1nson 

DIseases ... 110 

61 

17 

15 

17 

Oth.r 

Diseasesl 

Postnatal ._--1069 

481 

218 

154 

216 

Prenatal 

Onl 

0elil/ery ... 228 

78 

73 

51 

26 

Warl 

Mines 

~, 225 

85 

74 

25 

41 

Otht-l'S 

",n 259 

133 

43 

58 

25 

Nol 

Known ... 92, 

310 

317 

2:£0 

77 

Table 3.4 ard Figure 3.4 show the causes of disability by zone and at regional level. Accord ing to the table, more than 26 percent of 

the causes of disability were not know n. Of the known cause Postnatal or Other diseases were the major cause. of disability. More 

than 30 percent of di sabled respondents reported that I-Iostnatal or oth;?r diseases were the causes for the ir disability. According to 
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the 2007 census results, vehicle accident was said to b~ the least Cluse or disa!Jil ity. It accounts for 2.6 percent of the tOlal c<Iust! of 

disability. However, there were also zonal variations c..f Vehicle Accident as a cause for disability. About one percent of Mezhenser 

zone reported vehicle accident as a cause of disal:Jility, while Nuwer zone reportt>d more than 3.6 percent 
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3 2 Orphan hood St~tu.s 

T Contll\UOUS Increase In social probl~m due to orphan hood in Ethiopia and the lists of topics 

su !1ted In the Pnnclples and Recommendattons for populat ion and Housing Census has 

brOUSht an Idea of coUecttng Information on orphan hood in the 2007 Populat ion and Housing 

Census AccorolOgly. all children under 18 years were asked (\.'/0 basic Quest io!'ls on orphan 

hood stc.tus were admlntstered in the 2007 Population and Housing Census. These are: 

I. "'s (NAM E's) biological mother alive?" and 

II. ·Is (NAME's) biological father al ive?" 

Using the aniwers for these two questions, chi ldren have been classified as orphaned or non­

orphaned. Based on these. children less than 18 years are said to be orphaned if they have lost 

one or both of their parent(s) bV death. Hence, orphan hood can be defined as the condition of 

being a child wlThoul living biological parents or a child deprived by death of one or usuallv 

both of his/her bioloblcal parents. In formatton on Orphan hood status of children under age 18 

(survfYal status of the parents) was collected on complete count basis for every household 

memb.:r. Fvr presentation purpose the result:; are summarized: aj 11'other only alive, father only 

a., • .:, :J~!~ parents deceased and both alive. It is important ttl note that orphan hoed status of 

children IS conSidered only in relation to their biological parents, but not attached to other 

Io.JOship relations or other Situations. 

The follOWing tables and graphs illustrate the summarized results ':)f uiphan hood data at 

regional and zonal/eve!. 

a 
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Tablr 3.S Proportion 0/ Survlyorshlp of Parents for CltHdrrn Ius them J' yeON 0/ Age b, &iM 

and Srx: 2007 

Children 80th Mother 8o<h 
Und~r Pl rents Only Father P~rtnu Not 

Zone 18 Years Alive Alive Only AI • Oeceued Stated . Region Tota I 

Both Sexes 150888 126925 16929 2707 3s.o8 779 
Male 811 18 68357 9015 1435 1885 426 
Female 69770 58568 7914 1272 1663 353 
Agnewak 

Both Sexes 45727 35231 7255 1191 1669 381 
Male 23367 17961 3753 591 870 192 
Female 72360 17270 3502 600 799 189 
Nuwer 

Both $el(es 59024 51372 6139 570 744 199 
Male 33893 29622 3397 336 418 120 
Female 25131 21750 2742 234 326 79 
Mezhenger 

Both Sexes 27805 24870 1713 672 472 78 
Male 14085 12556 890 349 241 49 
Femii!~ 13720 12314 823 323 <31 29 
Elane Sppcial ZQ!"I'" 

Both Sex~s 18332 15452 1822 274 663 121 
Male 9773 g218 975 159 356 65 
remJle 8559 7<34 ""7 115 30;- 56 

Table 3.5 and Figure 3.5 presents the number of children less than 18 years Gf agf by mother 

only alive, ZOlie and sex. The figure shows among children aged less than 18 years the highest 
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Pfoportton of chdoren wIth mother onl alive was found in Agnewak zone with propon:ion of 

I~ 9 ~c.nt. 

F1ture 3 S Percentage Oillibution of Children Wi h Mother Only 
Ali 
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Figure 3.6 Percentage D.s rolllJl'()I1 of Ch.ldrtn w. fa,..." Onfy AI 
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i obie 3.5 and rlgure 3.6 presents children under US y ars of age by father only alive, sex and 

zone. ~he figure shows among ch iidren aged lJlldp. r 18 years the proportion of children who 

reported to have father only alive was found to be the highest in Al,newak (2.6 percent) and the 

lowest in Nuwer zone (1.0 percent) . 
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. fCh'ldren With 50th Parents f,curt' 3 7 P~cen(a@e Oio;:nbuuon 0 I :. 
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Table 3.5 and Figure 3.7 presents children under 18 years of ag~ by both parents deceased, s 

and zone. As citn be seen on Figure the highest proportion of childrpn less than 18 years of a: 

w"o reported to have been deprived of both parents by death was highest in Agnewak al 

Etans Special Zone with equal proportion of 3.6 percent and lowest in Nuwer zone wit 

proportion of 1.3 percent 
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Table 3.6 Children Undu J8 Ye 
ors of Age by Orphon hood Statul and Slng/~ Ag~: 200] 

80th 

Children Under Parents Mother Father Both P~renu 0< 
Aie 18 Years Alive Onty AJive Only Ali .... . Do« d Stated 

AU Ages lS0888 126925 16929 2707 35<8 77'J 
0 6110 5566 307 52 85 100 
1 7337 6730 460 48 99 0 
2 8940 8097 612 83 130 18 
3 9775 8687 808 99 177 9 
4 9882 8704 880 116 173 9 
5 8740 7576 883 123 139 19 
6 11139 9687 U19 151 173 9 
7 8734 -'!88 939 118 185 4 
8 10lDl 8528 1165 184 204 20 
9 8634 7261 1015 147 201 10 

10 12178 9994 1583 265 274 62 
11 4577 3790 561 94 127 5 
1] 10047 8162 1389 213 276 7 
13 6177 4879 903 162 198 35 
14 6663 5348 947 151 196 71 
15 9460 7051 1465 300 376 268 ,. 6781 5150 1058 218 318 37 
11 5613 4227 835 183 222 146 

ts children under 18 years of age by orphan hood status and Table 3.6 and Figure 3.8 presen 

single year of age. The figure s 

children who n'ported to have m 

and both parents deceased at al 

only alive by age. Similarly. the 

higher than the proportion of fat 

hows among children aged under 18 years the proportion of 

other only alive was found to be hie her than father only alive 

I ages. I here is also a sharp mcreament of orphans with mother 

proportion of children who had both parents deteuca ""ere 

her only alive for all ages. 
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FI&urt 3 8 p~cfntagt of Children Under 18 Years of Age by 
II Orphan Hood Status 
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SECTION IV 

EDUCATIONAL CHARACITRISTICS 

Thb chapter discusses he educational characteristics of the pop\llation of Gambella Reaion 

based on 2007 Population and Housing Census results. In this census, three questIons regJrdml 

education and literacy status were asked: these 3re status of school attendanc • educatIOnal 

attainment and literacy statu" The summary results attempt to provide Information on school 

attendance and literacy status of the population obta ined from the 2007 alonB with the results 

of t he 1994 census to fa cilitate comparisons in order to be able to understand the changes that 

have been occurred over a period of t ime. 

4.1 literacy Status by Sex and Region 

In the I.ensus, literacy is defmed as the ability to (ead with understanding and write in any 

language. ThIS sub-section presents informdticn on hteracy status of the population as of May, 

2007. fable 4.1 presents tne literacy rates of population aged ten years and above by sex and 

region obtained from the two censuses (2007 and 1994). As can be seen from the :able, nearty 

ha!f {49.5 percent} of the ~opulation of Gambella Region were IlteriJte in 2007. The proportions 

at literate persons by sex show the existence of wider gap between sexes. Slightly more than 

half or 56.4 percent of males were lite rate while the proportion of literate females (42.0 

percent) was fa r less than their male counter parts .The correspond ing figures for the 1994 

census were 29.3 percent for both sexes and 38.6 percent and 19.5 percent for male and 

female respectively (Figure 4.1}.These shows that there were substantial improvements in the 

literacy status of the papulaticn cf each sex in general and of females in partICular In the last 12 

years . 

As can be seen in Table 4.1, there were significant variations amona zones concerning th 

literacy status of t he population. The highest proportion af literate persons in 2007 were 
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rfported In AlnWi Zone while the lowest proportion were in Nuwer zone, about 6 out of 10 

~rsons ,nd about 4 out of )0 persons , respectively. 

Table 4.1 Percenulf Distribution of literate population aged 10 Years and above by 

Sex and 5:2001 

Persons literate (2001) Persons literate (1994) 

laM> Bothe sexes Female Bothe sexes Female 

Golmbel~ RegIOn 49.5() 56.40 42.00 29.33 38.63 19.47 

Acnewak Zone 60.20 68.90 51.20 46.38 60.86 31.98 

Nuwer Zone 42.l0 47.50 35.90 7.37 10.21 4.34 

Mezhenger Zone 4800 57.10 38.20 38.93 50.60 24.64 

Etanl SpP('!;l1 Wereda 45 .70 50.20 41 .10 21.08 28 .89 13.32 

More over, the literacy rate also slightly lower than the regional total in Newer, Mezhenger and 

Etang Special Zones. On the other hand, literacy rates were found to be considerably higher 

than he regional total in Agnwak lone. Over aU, the literacy rates of all regions have shown 

slgnl Icant improvements when compared to the rates observed in the 1994 census. 

FiJIJre 4.1 Pt. rcenotge Distribution 0/ Litera te Popu la tion 

Aged 10 Ytars and Above by Sex and Census Period 

'email! 1iiii _ _ _ 111 41.0 

Male 
___ 56. 4 

Bothe SexES 

....... 49.5 

o '0 10 30 40 50 60 

Percenatge 
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Table 4.2 presents he percentage distribution of lit rate POPUlilhon bf a e group The cb~ 

shows that there were conslcerable dispant~s In the hteracy status by lIe. At (ectONi Jevel 

and In all of the zones the disparities between sexes were qUite Significant In both 1994 and 

2007.The participations of males surpassed females as obset'Ved rrom the re:sulu of both 

cen5~It;eS except those young children under 15. In this regard, the highest dlSpamy betv, n 

males and females was observed in West Hararge and East Hararge zones and the towe:st 

disparity between sexes in Adama and Burayu Special Zones. 

Table 4.2 Population 10 Years old and above by UtCIOICY Rate, sex and five year ale troup 

Gambel la Region Total:2007 

Both Se)r(es Mate Female Percem UieritE 

All literate All literate All literate Bo,h 

Age Group Persons Persons Males Males Females Females Sexes i Male FerNie 

Ree:icn Total 217904 112173 112611 67292 105293 4-4881 51 .5 598 ' 1 6 

10-1. 39642 27110 21731 1514 1 17911 11969 68' 69.7 068 

15-19 38339 27352 2032' 15506 18015 11846 71 .3 76.3 65.8 

20-24 31079 18313 14752 10447 16327 7866 ~.9 70.8 '82 

25 - 29 30153 154. 6 14077 9280 16076 6166 512 65.9 384 

30-3' 2111. e775 10323 5996 10791 2780 '16 58.1 258 

35-39 17615 65 10 8846 4569 8769 1941 37.0 ~1.7 22.1 

40-44 12703 3344 6815 2516 5888 828 26.3 36.9 14.1 

45 -49 9281 2210 5215 1680 4066 530 23.8 32.2 13.0 

SO-54 6560 1310 3;$0 901 2970 ' 09 20.0 25.1 13.8 

55 - 59 3155 588 1796 363 1359 225 18.6 20.7 16 .• 

60-64 3686 517 2142 406 1544 111 14.0 190 7.2 

65-69 2090 360 1385 256 70S 1!)4 17.2 185 1'8 

70-74 1197 ISS 787 113 410 '2 12.9 144 102 

75. 1290 182 828 118 462 64 14.1 14.3 13.9 
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t Gte ter~cy rites dechne as age Increases for both sexes and found to be extremely low 

at old r q-ts beyond age group 50-54 l.Jteracy rates are very high among population in the 

n a e ,roIJp5 of 10-14 and 1S-19 and also true for both sexes. 

4 1 School An ndance 

Househotd members aged Ive years and above in the sample household were asked about 

status of their school anendance i.e., whether they were curren tly attending, attended in the 

pas or have never attended any formal education. 

As can be seen from the Tables 4.3a and Table 4.3b, the proportion of current school 

attendance shows Si8"iU;mt increment ~s compared to the 1994 census results (15.:' percent 

In 1994 against 26.6 percent in 2007). It is also indicated in the tables that there were 

significant variations among l anes concerniiliS ::urrent school attendance. The highest (16.8 

percent) and lowest (4.5 percent) prolJortions of current schopl attendance during 1994 were 

In lones 4 and 3, respectively. The corresponding proportions during 2007 were in Agnewak 

lone (30.2 percent) and in Mezhenger lone (21.4 percent), respectively. During the 1994 

census and in the majority of lanes except in Zone 3 , it was observed a s!ightly higher rate than 

the regional tota l average. During the 2007 Census, the proportions of current attend ace for 

Agnewak and Etang SppCi;;!1 zones were higher and that of Nuwer and Mezhenge:r zones were 

less than the regiona l average. Ger:erally, as shown in the Table 4.3a, b ana Figure 4.2a, b the 

proportions of currently attending school in 2007 was higher than the 1994 census. 
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Table 4.3a Percentile Distribution of Popul lion S yn,s oJd Ind bovt CunentJy Att,nd_", Sc::hoot by 

Sex: 1994 

Currently AUtnc,1'\l 

",,~~z_o_n._S _______ L __ Bo~lh.;I ~~ 
GAMBEltA REGION 1~ 45 1 ;:9.~38::-'----

1126 

1980 

12.39 

2.97 

1177 

Zone 1 

Zone 2 

Zone 3 

Zone 4 

2491 

1915 

4 ~1 

16.82 
. 

2978 

2634 

~.9~ 

21 O~ 

T3ble 4.3b Percentage Distribution of P!)putation S years old and above Currently Attendin, School by 

SCII: 2007 

~-,-,---
Gamcetlc! Regiorl 

,Agnewak Zone 

Nuwer lone 

Mezhenger Zone 

Hang Specia l Wereda 

Zones 

2007 

I CurrentlY Attend,", 
>---

Bothe sClles Mate 

2660 29.~3 

30.23 31.89 

26.03 3026 

21 .40 23.89 

76.6S 29.82 

~ 

Female 

2343 

~a SO 

21 19 

1872 

23~5 - -_ .. __ ._---- ._------
Tne proportions of cwrent school attendance show also variations by sex both I'", 1994 and 

2ea7 In both censuses, the proportions were higher for males at regional and lonalle>lek At 

regIonal level lh~ proportions curren tly attendmg school were 29.5 percent for males and 234 

percent for females in 2007. 

37 



, 

I 

• /JJf/ _ U 
• , , 
, I 

/'Jill 

1/ !I 

!11 

w 

Iii II m 

F!Iuq! 

I~ct: ' .'J 

IU 

oj 

- I 
JC.I 

• • , 
o 
N 

r~" Ub PerceMage lJiWlaunan aJ Populition I Yean 

a JAooI'tWcclai/t A!tfnJ:ngScl~JI ~ lIrlOOI 

I.., 

1).4 

1 •. 0 

A&lfWAlIOlf 10.1 

M !.O 10.0 110 lO.O 1!.0 JO.O Ji.O 

At regional level and in all of the zones the dj! p~dties between sexes wpre quite sign ificant in 

both 1994 and 2OC:" T" e participations of males surpassed females ilS observed from the results 

of both censuses. In this regard, the highest disparity between males and females was observed 

,n Nuwer and Etang Sp~ci~ 1 z-':'!es and the lowest disparity between sexes in Mezhenger and 

Alnewak Zones 

Table 4.4 presents the distributions of the population by status of school attendance and 

urban-rural residence. The proportions of currently attending schc.rol declines as age advances. 

The proportions were higher for the age groups 10-14 and 15-19 and then suddenly drop to 

much lower rates beyond the age group 20-24 at regional level, in urban and rura l areas. The 

vaniltions in the proportions of current school attendant by age between urban and rural areas 

were very large particularly pretty high under 20-24. More over, the results in Table 4A show 

38 

D 



= 

,hat the proport ions of currently attend'"B schO')! youn, boyo.o were 51 gt'1 ry h 

both In urban and rural areas (eAcepl for those aged 5·9 ve~rs In urban af .nl 
r ~n t IIrh 

Similarly, the prOportions males who reported t.:> have auended schoot In the ~~t ..... e't ~.r 

than their female counter parts (or the young gIrls under 15 years (except for those aged 10..14 

years in rural areas) and for those of higher ages, for above 20 years In urban areas and for he 

enure age groups In rural areas (See Table 4.4 and Figure 4 3b). 

The proport ions of never attended were high among children aged 5·9 years part1cularty In 

rural areas then decreases with an increase in age until age 15-19 and nse again Slartlna from 

20 onward . The proportions of never attended were higher among females for all age group 

both in urban anO rural areas (Table 4.4 and Figures 4.3c). 
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lIbM U Perct:nUi'~ Oinribvtlon or population f1ve years old and above bV School 

Attendolnct St~tUS Sex an~ Urban ·Rural:2001 • 

..... Cutrtf'ltly Prop. Attending in the 

,An_ past Prop. Never Att ending 

At G<_ IT .... 1 "' ... I Female Toul I Male I Female Tota l I Male I Female 

UrNn .AurJt 

, ., 33.9 347 33.0 107 10.9 lOA 55A 54A 56.6 

10 ,. SO.7 522 49.0 18.1 ::.e.l 18.1 31.2 29.7 32.9 

IS 19 44 0 8.3 39.2 24.9 25.8 23.8 31.1 25.9 37.0 

20-2' 24.2 29.3 19.5 32.6 39.3 26.7 43.2 31.4 53.9 

2<-29 ' 5.9 20.2 12.1 33.3 42.9 24.9 50.8 36.9 63.0 

300 6.6 8.7 4.3 21.9 29.8 12.9 71.5 61.5 82.8 

Urbon 

5 , 42 1 41.9 42.3 I3A 13.9 12.8 44 .6- 44.2 44.9 

10· 14 63.7 65 3 62.0 18.9 19.3 18A 17.4 15.5 19.5 

15·19 549 59.9 49.3 2~.6 27 .8 '29.5 16.5 12.3 21 .2 

20-24 :J2U 35 4 28.4 45.6 50.9 40.2 22.4 13.' 31.4 

25·29 252 26.4 23.9 51.6 59.0 43.8 23.2 14.6 32.3 
",. 13.3 lS .~ 9.9 43 .5 57 .2 26.0 43 .2 26.9 64.1 , 
RutJI 

'·9 318 32.9 30A 
. 

10.0 10.2 9.8 58.2 56.8 59.8 
10 

" 47.0 48.1 44.9 17.9 17.8 18.0 35.1 33.5 37.1 
15 19 39.6 43.6 35.1 25 .4 25.1 21.5 37.0 31.3 43 .3 
20-2' 20.4 26.1 15.s 26.3 33.0 20.7 53.3 41 .0 63.8 
2529 11.5 16.8 7.3 24.7 34.2 17.1 63.7 49.0 75.5 
30- 4.6 6.3 2.7 15.2 20.7 9.2 80.2 73.0 88.1 
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5.1 Introduction 

SEm ON v 

ECONOM IC ACTIVITY STATUS 

ThIS section present:; ~ummery res:.: lts of Hanomic act.vit,,:s for Gambela Relicn. Accordl"' to 

the 2007 Population and Housing Ce-nsus, the term economic activ1ty a us refers to the SIze 

and distribution of t he work force of economically active and non active population Persons 

aged ten yea rs and over who were engaged or available to be engaged in the production of 

economiC goods and services during a given reference period were classified as e<:"oncm1ulty 

artlve, while those w ho were neither engaged nor available to be engaged in the productIOn of 

economic goods and services dUring a given reference period wef~ conSidered as &onomlcaUv 

Inactive. 

In the 2007 Population and Housing Census, both the current and usual status approaches 'Alere 

u~ed on ur ban and rural areas in the CollL:tion of data on economic activity sta tu::.. Thf' maIO 

difference between the two approaches is t he length of the reference periods, that ;~ the 

current :tatus approach refe rs to the short reference period of the last selfen days while lne 

usual :tatus approach refers to the long reference period of me last twelve months prior [0 thi' 

census date. 

In this census, economic activity is defined as work, whirh invnlves the production of goods and 

lor services for sa le or exchange, In additlcn, production of goods and si'rvices for own 

consumption or own use is considered as economic activity. These indude production of 

primary products (agricu lture, hunting, fishir,g, forest ry and loggrng. and mining and quarrying), 

for own consumption; prlJcessinf, of primary product s by the producers themselves; production 

of other commodities where part of it is sold on the market; and own account construction and 

fixed as!et formation (expected life use of one year or more). Such economIC actiVit ies could be 



, 

pl'rlcwnwd for In Incil .... lduJI. fimily or private enterprise, government establishment and/or 

soc: ,. OI,'ntUUon 

For Ie riUI'\I dlta on untm~oymtnt, an option of the completely relaxed which is based on 

both see na Jnd availabdlty cntfna of unemployment definition is used in the 2007 Population 

Jnd HoustnC Census. The complelety relaxed definition of unemployment refers to persons with 

0Ul work but wIlling to take up war for wage or sa lary in locally prevail ing term. In other word, 

th unemployed populauon consists of those who were not working but currently available for 

WO( dunng the reference period. This includes those who were actively seeking for work Or 

dIscouraged Job seekers. 

S. 2 Economic Activity Rate 

Econol~ic activity rates are higher In rural areas where most persons are self-employed in their 

farms or other activity than in the urban areas where some s~ecialized skill s are require!.! for 

acce~ to employment. Urban dispaHties In economic activity according to the sex are wIrier 

than in the rural areas (see Figure 5.1). 

9. 

a. 
7 • 

• .. 
~ •• • 
is <. 

•• , . 
•• 

0 

R .... al 

• M ale _ Fema le 

44 

• 



» 

DUring the 2007 census, more than 7 p rsons out 0 10 of tconomally Ktfolf ..", 

recorded as having been economically actIve dunns the reference perMXf ~ed in 

generai, Gambela men were found to be more economlcalty actl tNn lhe women (7'98 

percent against 72.6 percent (See Figure 5.1). 

" ..... . S . lt Ccono ..... .., "c . '"' ~''' "' .... by s.. . ",nod ~_ , .. 0 __ .. _. __ ,-.. , .,_. - .n 
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As it is set!n in Figure S.2, the highest economic activity rates as we ll as Slight difference In 

b:onomlC activity participation by sex were recorded in Nuwer lone as compared to other 

lones. 

On the other hand, relatively lower activity rate was observed in Elang Special wereda. Wide 

dt:>parities among the sexes were observed in Mejenger zone. 
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b group in rural and urban areas of G f url S 1 shows e<ooonuc OK ... ItV rate Y age am~ 

om C activity was observed to start rather early in Gambol on P .. r. 1C),hon In Kon I ~ 

... oe<j,11y .mona the rural children, whf're about 6 out of evertlO of them were alreadyacti'o't! 

.. t .lgr 10 yt'ars as opposed to about 2 out of 10 urban children. However, economic activity 

ratH ,re found to Increase rapidly with age for both ru ral and urban areas such that by age 2S, 

80 percent of rural persons and 60 percent urban persons were economically active. These 

ralts remain as high up till age 49 (or urban and almost age 64 for ru ral. In other Words. 

Gambela Rf8,lOn rural persons spend all their Jives working. 

5_3 Employmen t status 

Employment status of a person mdicates the level of invol...,emen~ and degree of dc;:is;or: 

makmg In respe<tive activity, In thiS census, employment status is classified as paid employee, 

(Gnvprnmenr employees. NGC'~ employees and domestic employees) and other employees 

{self er.lployed, unpaid family workers, apprentice, members of cooperat ives and others}. 

F Igure S. lI Paid and Other Empl oye d Persons by Broad P.C~ 
Group Category in Garnbela Rec ion : 2 007 
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As It tan be seen in Figure SA overall baroly 169 
' <: • persons aged 10·29 out of every 100 

fionomlQlly active and emplo d 
ye persons were paid employees in Gambela Region. 

However, there were prOPOrtionally 
more paid employees among the adult of the 



po 

economically active ~r~ons than the 10·29 year a e Sfamen( And hence, t.he fJa tha an 

increasing number of adult persons have more diverse s .lI.s seems to iult Improltd ttl!l'rI 

chances of access to paid employment 1 17.~) than It IS the Qse amonc the YOU", 

generation (16.9 ") and elderly persons (6.8'lI) wtllch moy be ,'''''pod s pensoontrs (SH 

fIgure 5.4). 

When one examines the case of all persons in paid employment, It IS eyjd nt that cit the 

young ages, tilere are re latively fewer persons in paid employment and there are ~ss 

disparities among the sexes. However, t here afe proportionally many females thin men In 

paid employment up to age 29 years. 
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Figu, e 5 .S P'! "centage o f Paid Em ployed Persons by Aae Grou~ and 
Sel(, Gambela Region : 2OU] 
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However, as the age increasps. the proportion of fema le pa id employed PClsonS dro::stlcally 

decline and continue up to age S9 year~, !.e there were more men In p~id empklyment tNn 

women up to age 64 years. On the other hand, starting age 6S the proportion of men and 

women pa id employed persons were almost equal up to age 7S and above (S.--e Figure 5.5). 
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S Une.mplo m nt RJ t 

fl rJ,f 56 Shah} unemployment rate by place of residence for Gambela Region in 1994 and 

2007 AcCOfu ne to the Isure, unemployment rate of the region was 1.6 percent in 1994 while 

It showed morf than double Increment In 2007 (4.4 percent). Comparing urban unemployment 

rltf, It was 11 2 . fid 13.3 percent In 1994 and 2007, respectively. Similarly, rural 

unernpi m nt rate ~ n 1994 was 0.3 percent while in 1007 it was 2.1 percent (See figure 5.6). 

15 

,. 
• • • E • u -.t 

5 

o 

Fllure 5 6 Unemployment Rille by Place of Resisdence in Gambi;la 
Region: 2007 
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----------------------------.... .. 

SECTION VI 

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS AND CONDITIONS 

In the 2007 Population and Housing Census housing unit Is defined as a ~parlte and 

independent place of abode intended for habitation or not Intended for N~tauon but 

occupied as a living quarter by a household at the time of the census. A housing unit may at the 

time of census be occupied by one or more households or may be used panlally for hvmg panty 

used for establishment. This definit ion of housing unit IS consistent with the 1994 census. 

HOiJsing information was collected for all occupied res idential and partially re11denua l houS'"B 

units on 20 percent sample bases. During the enumercll!on. when a housing unit wa.s OCCUPied 

by more than one household, enumerators were instructed to collect Information on housing 

from one household only. 

6.1 Structur31 Type of Housing Units 

As can be seen from Tables 6.1 (See Ann~x) and Figu:-o; 6.1 the 2007 census results show tnat 

at region level 87.S percent of housing unit.i were permanent type. The corresponding 

fjgu res of permanent type for urban and rura : c!reas were 94.7 percent and 84.4 percent 

respectively. On the other himd. improvised, mobile and other type of hOUSing uillt 

constituted 12.1 percent,O .4 percent and 0.00 percent, respectively. 

The ~roportjons of permanent type of housir.o: w~its slightly vary by zone ranging from 98.8 

percent in Mejenger zone to !:71.85 perc.en t in Nuwer zone urba r. centers. 



F'l,ure 6.1 Ptrcent1l Olslnbutio'1 of Housing um by Type, Gambella Region: 2007 
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Figurr 6 2 ~hows that the p"'oport;ons of permanent housing units have changed over time 

ncr~asl"l from 88.3 percent 10 1994 to 94 7 percent in 2007. On the other hand, the 

proportions of ImproVlsed and mobile of housing unit hewe declined from 11.6 peicent t:lnd 0.8 

percpnt 1.1 1994 to 5.1 percent and 0.2 p~rc~nt in 2007, respectIvely 

FIBure 0.2 Percentage mS(ri'l ... tion of Urb<::l Housing units by Type Between 1994 and 2007, 

Gambella Region: 2007 
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6,,2 Source of Drinking Water 

From the 2007 Population and Housing Census results shOUln in Table 6.2 (See Annex) and 

Figure 6.3 below, households living in about 49.6 percent of the housing units were using safe 

drinking water supply as the main source of drinking water at r~gion level. 

In terms of access to safe d, inking water as a main source of drinking water, there were 

significant disparities between housing units in urban and rural area s.Table 6.2 shows at region 

level households living in urban housing units were much more likely (86.3 percent) to have 

used safe water as a main source of drinking water as compared to households living in rural 

housing units (33.9 percent). In other word, the bulk proportions of rural households were 

getting drinking water mainly f rom unprotected well (" spring and river/lake/pond. 

In general, there were disparities in access to safe water among zones both in urban and rural 

areas. At zonal level, more th&n 68 percent of the housing in Agnewak Zone had access to safe 

wat"!r facil it ies as opposed to cnly about 24.6 percent in Nuwer Zone (See Figure 6.4). Table 6.2 

also indicates mat only 14 percent of housing unit in rural area of Nuwer zone had safe 

drinking water supply. 
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Fl ure 6.3 P 01 butl of Housing units by Safe Drinking Water, G::mbella Region' rc.enta,e itr. on . 

2007 
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er all, as shown in Figure 6.4 relatively more of the hous ing units in Agnewak and Mejenger 

zones had access to ~dfe water facility as a main source for drinking water as compared to 

Nuwer zone and Etang specia l wereda. 

Figure 6.4 Percentage Distribution of Housing units by Safe Drinking Water 

and Zones, Gambella Region: 2007 
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NB·· Safe water includes Tap insIde the house, in compound private/shored, Tap outside 

compound and Protected well/spring. 

Figure 6.5 shows that there were considerable improvements in access to safe waler over the 

last 12 years. At regional level, the proportion of housing units wh ich had safe water facility ha.s 

increased from about 26.5 percent in 1994 to 49.6 percent in 2007. 

On the other hand, at region level there were declines in the proportions of housing units which 

had access to unprotected well/spring and rive r/lake/pond as a main source of drinking water 

from about 16.5 percent and 56.2 percent in 1994 to 12.4 percent and 38.1 percent In 2007, 

respectively. 

Figure 6.S Pe rcentage distribution of Housing units by safe water as a source of 

Orinkingbetween 1994 and 2007,Gambelia Region : 2007. 
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According to the results of the 2007 census, the majority of the housing units tabout 14 

percent) 10 Gambella had no toile t facility. Table 6.3 (See Annex) and Fisure 6.6 reveal that 

about 43.6 percent of housing units in urban and 17.9 percent in rural areas had a tOilet aCllity. 

The proportions of housing umts that had oilet faCility vary by zone and place of residence. In 

53 



IlzOnf. urbln houslt18IJOliS v. ere more likeiy to have a toilet facility than housing units in the 

rur. Ireas oreo...,er .Ainewa~ and Mejenger zones have relatively larger toilet faCility. NlJwe 

10M ha the I("ast tOilet faci lity in Somali region. 

Fleure 6.6 Percentage Distribution of Housing units With Toilet Facilityl 

Gambella Region: 2007 

100 
90 
80 

J
" 70 

43.6 

256 
17.9 

60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
10 
o D o L--.J 

R&,;ion total Urban 

Figure 6.7 Percentage Distribution of Housing units With Toilet Facility a " Z S . n:.. ones, amah 
Region : 2007 
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Figure 6.8 shews that at regional level th . 
e proportion of h ' . 

Increased from 1~8 perc . ousmg Units with i..oilet facility had 
ent In 1994 to 2S 6 . percent in 2007. 
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Figure 6.B Percentage distribution of Housin;; units by Availability of Tollel Facility between 

1994 and 2007, Gambella region:2007 
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6.4 Status of Occupancy 

As depicted in Table 6.4 (See Annex), at region level 96.9 percent of the housing units were 

occupied by one household only, about 2.93 percent by two households and 0 15 percent of 

the housing units were occupied by three or more hou!leholds. More than 96 percent of the 

housing units in rural and urban areas of the region were occupied by one household. In 

genera l, more than nine out of ten of urban housing units in all zones were occupied by one 

hou;chcld only. In all zones less than 4 percel.t of housing units in urban areas were occupied 

by t\.vo or more households. 

6.5 Type of lighting 

In the 2007 census information on the type of lightmg was collected In urban and rural areas. 

The summary results are presented in Table 6.S (See Annex) . The results shows that at regl;:" 

19.9 percent of housing units were using electricity for lighting. As expected there are very 

large dlsc,epancies beN/een urban and ru ral in terms of the type of lighting. 
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ncure 6.9 Percenuce Distribution of Housing units with Electricity as a 

Source of neMing, Gimbella Region: 2007 
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As sh"wn Ir1 Table 6.5 (See Annex) and Figure 6.9, about 61 percent of the housing units in 

urban areas reported to hav!;! t:/(:ctncit'l as compared with only 2.25 percent housing units of 

rural areas. Mcreover, Figure 6.10 indicates that the Proportions of housing units in urban area 

wr:h elpct ~l;ity have increased from 26.2 percent in 1994 to 61.2 percp.nt in 2007 

Fi&ure 6.10 Percentage distribution of Housing units with Elpctricity as 

A SOurce or lighting for urban Areas betwep.n 1994 and 2007. 
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6.6 Type of Waste Disposal 
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Type of Waste disposal is one the ' f . 

In ormation coUected in the 2007 census. The results for urban areas Present~ ;n Table 6 6 (St A 

' e "nex) shows th2t at region level 50.9 percent of the hou~holds residing In th e.:' housing UnI' " 

... or uroan areas were using open space behind the 
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r 
housing unit to dispose solid wastes ,1.4 percent said the wastes were collected by 

Mumcipah ty!Private/indivldual and 38.58 percent said they burry/burn. 

The proportion of households who were using open space behind the housing un~t ranges 

form about 44.8 percent in Agnewak zone to 84.S percent in Etang special wereda zone. 

Figure 6.11 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units by Type of Waste Disposa l 

and Zone for Urban Areas: 2007. 
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6.7 p« of Tenure 

Tenure ref ,s co ehe arrannements under which the household occupied its living quarters. In 

Som W RralOn above 73 percent of the housing units were owner Occupied as observed from 

the 2007 Populahon and ~IOO1lOg Census result. Figure 6.12 shows that relativeiy smaller 

propon~ of housing uOits In urban areas were owner occupied (about 44.9 percent) as 

com~rrd to houslnl umts III rural areas ( 85.0 percent) . 

The proportions of Owner occupfed housing units vary by zone ranging from 31.6 percent in 

Mejen;fr zone to 70. 1 percE'nt in Nuwer zone urban centers. 

FIgure 6.12 Percent3ge Distribution of Housing Units by Type of Tenu re, Region Total: 2007. 

100 

bO 

60 

40 

20 

o 

13 85 

44.9 43.3 

15 12 

RegIOn Totar I.Kban 
Rural 

-o 0.... ner occpied - - ---a Rentea a Rent free 
-- - __ 1 

FI,u re6.13 >'ereent.,e Distribution of Hous ing Units b y Owner Occup ied and Zones, Region 
To tal: 2007. 

80 73 
70 

00 

1 : 
20 
'0 
o 

3 • • 

[J 

70 . • 

fl 
U 

0 0 .. II., oCCUP'~d - --

37.6 

62.4 

eT .... "'G 
SPECIAL_ 
V\lE:REDA 

-



6.8 Household Durab le Goods 

Tables (See Annex) 6.8, 6.9 and 6.10 provides information on the proportion of households 

possessing three household durable goods(Radio, Television and Telephone) by urban·rural 

resIdence. These indicators are usually considered as a proxy measure of the socio--economic 

status of households. 

6.8.lAvaiiability of Radio 

According to the 2007 census results, in Gambella region 27.4 percent of the housing unit had 

radio There is urban·rural variat ion in the proportion of the availability of radio. Households 

re~iding in about 45.8 percent of urban housing units had radio as compared to 19.6 percent of 

housing units in rural (See Table 6.8 on the Annex) and Figure 6.14.The possession of radio by 

zones shghtly varies. proportions range from 65 percent in Mejenger zone to 32.1 percent in 

Etang special wereo3. 

Figure 6. 14 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units by Availability of Radio, 

Rf'gion Total: 2007. 
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F1cw. 6.15 P~rcenli1Je Distribution 0 Housing . f . Units bV Availability of 

Ibdto iln~ :!ones for Urb3n A:'ea, Region Total:2007. 
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The propomon of household owning radio went from 32.3 percent in 1994 to 45.S percent in 
2007 (see Figure 6.16) 

FiBure 6.16 Percentage distribution of Housing units with Radio for Urban 

3re3 between 1994 and l:&o7. 
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6.8.2 A lIOilability of r ele"'/$;on 

Figure 6.17 Ind'CatC1 about 5. 1 percent of th . 

e total hOUSing units in Gambella region, 16.3 percent in urban and about 0.3 percent ·n I 

I rUra areas had television. As can be seen from 



fIgure 618 the oroportion of the housing units in urban area that had television varies by zone. 

In all zones In Somali region, Except Jijiga lone (34.7 percent), less than 10 percent of the 

housing units had television. 

Fi,ure 6.17 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units By Availability of Television Region 

level: 2007. 
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Figure 6.18 Percentage Distribution of Housing UnitS with Television by Zones for Urban 

area: 2007. 
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Figure 6.19 show that there was significant increase in the proportion of hOUSing units that had 

television in urban irea in the last 12 years {l.9 percent In 1994 and 16.3 percent In 2007). 
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F1", .. 6.19 d'S! 'but,'on of Housing units with TV in Urban Percentage I n 

arn between 1994 and 2007. 
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6.83 Availability of Telephone 

As table 6.10 (see Annex) and FigUiE' 6.20 indicate 1.5 percent of housing units of the region 

hao telephone. The households residing in urban area housing units had a higher proportion 

(about 7.9 percent) as compared to households residing in rural areas housing units (0.4 

percent) . The proportions of telephone availability vary by Zone. The data reveal that 34.8 

percent of hOUSing units in Jijiga zone and 1.03 percent Afder lone had telephone (see Figure 
6.21) 

Figure 6.20 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units With Telephone Facility at Region level: 
2007. 
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tllure 6.21 Percentage Distribution of Housing Units With Telephone by Region for Urban 

Areas: 2007. 
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Yr,e proportion of telephone availability in urban areas went from 2.7 percent in 1994 to 11.1 

percent in 2007 (see Figure 6.22). 

Figure 6.22 Percentage distribution of Housing units with Telephone for urban area 

Between 1994 and 2007. 
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